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The Constitution (Fifty-first Amendment) Act, 1984 was enacted 

to provide for reservation of seats in the House of the People for 

the Scheduled Tribes in Nagaland, Meghalaya, Mizoram and 

Arunachal Pradesh and also for reservation of seats for 

Scheduled Tribes in the Legislative Assemblies of Nagaland and 

Meghalaya by suitably amending articles 330 and 332.  



Even though these States are predominantly tribal areas, the 

underlying objective of the aforesaid Act was to ensure that the 

members of the Scheduled Tribes in these areas do not fair to 

secure a minimal representation because of their inability to 

complete with the advanced sections of the people. 



The Constitution (Fifty-first Amendment) Act, though formally 

enforced, cannot be fully implemented unless parallel action is 

taken to determine the seats which are to be reserved for 

Scheduled Tribes in these areas.  

 

The number of seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes in the Legislative Assembly of any State under article 332 of 

the Constitution will have to be determined having regard to the 

provisions of article 332(3) of the Constitution.  



However, in view of the historical background with respect to the 

areas comprised in the North-Eastern States, the circumstances 

obtaining in these areas in the state of development of the Scheduled 

Tribes in these areas and other relevant considerations,  

 

it is considered necessary to provide for special arrangements with 

regard to the reservation for Scheduled Tribes in these areas for a 

temporary period so as to facilitate easy transition of these areas to the 

normal arrangements as envisaged in the Constitution.  



 It is, therefore, proposed to further amend article 332 of the 

Constitution for making a temporary provision, until the re-

adjustment of seats on the basis of the first census after the year 2000 

under article 170 of the Constitution for these States, for the 

determination of the number of seats reserved for Scheduled Tribes. 



The proposed amendment seeks to provide that if all the 

seats in the Legislative Assembly of such States in 

existence on the date of coming into force of this 

Constitution Amendment Act are held by the members of 

the Scheduled Tribes,  



all the seats except one shall be reserved for Scheduled 

Tribes and in any other case such number of seats as 

bears to the total number of seats a proportion not less 

than the number of members belonging to the Scheduled 

Tribes in the existing Assembly bears to the total number 

of seats in the existing Assembly. 



 



The Constitution of India was adopted by the Constituent Assembly in 

English. A Hindi translation of the Constitution, signed by the 

members of the Constituent Assembly, was also published in 1950 

under the authority of the President of the Constituent Assembly in 

accordance with a resolution adopted by that Assembly. 



There has been a general demand for the publication of an 

authoritative text of the Constitution in Hindi incorporating therein 

all the subsequent amendments.  

 

It is also imperative to have an authoritative text of the Constitution 

for facilitating its use in the legal process.  



Any Hindi version of the Constitution should not only conform to the 

Hindi translation published by the Constituent Assembly, but should 

also be in conformity with the language, style and terminology adopted 

in the authoritative texts of Central Acts in Hindi.  

 

It is, therefore, proposed to amend the Constitution so as to empower 

the President of India to publish under his authority the translation of 

the Constitution in Hindi signed by the members of the Constituent 

Assembly 



The President would also be authorised to publish the translation 

in Hindi of every amendment of the Constitution made in English. 



Insertion of new article 394A.-After article 394 of the Constitution, the 

following article shall be inserted, namely:- 



"394A. Authoritative text in the Hindi language.- (1) The President 

shall cause to be published under his authority,- 

(a) the translation of this Constitution in the Hindi language, 

signed by the members of the Constituent Assembly, with such 

modifications as may be necessary to bring it in conformity with 

the language, style and terminology adopted in the 

authoritative texts of Central Acts in the Hindi language, and 

incorporating therein all the amendments of this Constitution 

made before such publication; and 



(b) the translation in the Hindi language of every amendment of 

this Constitution made in the English language. 

(2)The translation of this Constitution and of every amendment 

thereof published under clause (1) shall be construed to have the 

same meaning as the original thereof and if any difficulty arises in 

so construing any part of such translation, the President shall 

cause the same to be revised suitably. 

(3)The translation of this Constitution and of every amendment 

thereof published under this article shall be deemed to be, for all 

purposes, the authoritative text thereof in the Hindi language.". 
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