




World Food Price Index  
• World food prices increased for an 11th consecutive month in 

April, hitting their highest level since 2014. 

• World Food Price Index is released by Food and Agriculture 

Organization(FAO). 

• It is a measure of the monthly change in international prices of a 

basket of food commodities. 

• It consists of the average of 5 commodity group price indices - 

cereals, oilseeds, dairy products, meat and sugar - weighted by 

the average export shares of each of the groups. 





• Recently, the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC), in its World Drug Report 2021, 

has highlighted that the lockdown restrictions 

during Covid-19 have accelerated drug trafficking 

using the Internet. 

Access to drugs has also become simpler than 

ever with online sales, and major drug markets 

on the dark web are now worth some $315 

million annually. 

It is driven in part by a rise in the use of 

technology and cryptocurrency payments, 

operating outside the regular financial system.     



• A rise in the use of technology during the pandemic has also triggered 

innovation in drug prevention and treatment services, through more flexible 

models of service delivery such as telemedicine, enabling healthcare 

professionals to reach and treat more patients.     

• The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) was established in 1997. 

It acts as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention by combining the 

United Nations International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) and the Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice Division of the United Nations Office at Vienna. 

UNODC publishes the World Drug Report.    





 Recently, the inaugural Global Drug Policy Index 

2021 was released by the Harm Reduction 

Consortium.     

The Harm Reduction Consortium is a global 

consortium of networks aiming to challenge 

the global “war on drugs”, scale up access to 

harm reduction services, and advocate for 

increased resources for harm reduction. 

 It is a first of its kind index that ranks 30 

countries drawn from across regions.     



 The index is a unique tool that documents, measures and compares national-

level drug policies. 

 It provides each country with a score and ranking that shows how much their 

drug policies and their implementation align with the United Nations 

principles of human rights, health and development. 

 The Index provides an essential accountability and evaluation mechanism in 

the field of drug policy. 

 It evaluates the performance of 30 countries covering all regions of the 

world. 

• India’s rank is 18 out of 30 countries. It has an overall score of 46/100.   





World Inequality Report 2022  
• Presents complete data on global wealth, income, gender and ecological 

inequality , Released by: Paris-based World Inequality Lab.  

• Objective: To promote research on global inequality dynamics 

• Income and wealth inequalities have been on the rise nearly everywhere since 

the 1980s. 

•  Inequalities within countries are greater than inequalities observed between 

countries , Middle East and North Africa (MENA) are the most unequal regions 

in the world, whereas Europe has the lowest inequality levels. 

• India stands out as the most unequal countries in the world, with the top 10 

percent holds 57% of the total national income 





• Recently, the Sustainable Development Solutions Network for the United Nations has 

released the World Happiness Report 2021. 

The United Nations started to celebrate the International Day of Happiness in 2013 but a 

resolution for the same was passed in July,2012. 

This resolution was first initiated by Bhutan which emphasised on the importance of 

national happiness over national income since the early 1970s, thereby adopting the 

Gross National Happiness (GNH) over Gross National Product (GNP).     

 Gross National Happiness: The phrase ‘gross national happiness’ was first coined by 

the 4th King of Bhutan, King Jigme Singye Wangchuck, in 1972. 



• The rankings are based on polling which looks at six variables: 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Per Capita (Purchasing Power Parity). 

Social Support. 

Healthy life expectancy at birth. 

Freedom to make life choices. 

Generosity. 

Perceptions of corruption. 

• Finland has been ranked as the happiest country in the world for the fourth 

consecutive year, followed by Iceland, Denmark and Switzerland.   

Afghanistan (149) is the most unhappy country, followed by Zimbabwe 

(148), Rwanda (147), Botswana (146) and Lesotho (145). 

India has been ranked 139, out of 149 countries evaluated. 



THE CORRUPTION 

PERCEPTION INDEX (CPI) 



• The Corruption Perception Index (CPI) is 

released by Transparency International. 

 The Index ranks 180 countries and territories 

by their perceived levels of public sector 

corruption according to experts and 

businesspeople. 

o It relies on 13 independent data sources 

and uses a scale of zero to 100, where 

zero is highly corrupt and 100 is very 

clean. 

 



•Top performers: 
• This year, the top countries are Denmark, 

Finland and New Zealand, each with a score of 88.  
 

•Bottom Performers: 
• South Sudan (11), Syria (13) and Somalia (13) remain at 

the bottom of the index. 
 

•India’s Performance: 
• India ranked 85 among 180 countries in the current 

index (86 in 2020 and 80 in 2019). Transparency 
International gave India a CPI score of 40. 





 The Global Liveability Ranking is an annual 

assessment published by the Economist Intelligence 

Unit (EIU).     

 The index takes into account more than 30 

qualitative and quantitative factors spanning five 

broad categories: stability (25%), healthcare 

(20%), culture and environment (25%), education 

(10%), and infrastructure (20%). 

 Due to the pandemic, the EIU added new indicators 

such as stress on health-care resources as well as 

restrictions around local sporting events, theatres, 

music concerts, restaurants and schools. 

 Each factor in a city is rated as acceptable, 

tolerable, uncomfortable, undesirable or 

intolerable. 



 Austria’s Vienna, number one in both 2018 and 

2019, has completely dropped out of the top 10 

after being heavily affected by Covid-19, and now 

ranks 12. 

 Auckland rose to the top of the ranking owing to 

its successful approach in containing the Covid-

19 pandemic, which allowed its society to remain 

open and the city to score strongly on a number 

of metrics including education, culture and 

environment.     

 Damascus remains the world’s least liveable city, 

as the effects of the civil war in Syria continue to 

take their toll. 





• Recently, the Worldwide Cost of Living 

report has been released highlighting that 

Tel Aviv (Israel’s capital) is the world’s most 

expensive city to live in.  

 Paris and Singapore came joint second, 

followed by Zurich and Hong Kong. New 

York was in sixth, with Geneva in 

seventh. 



• The report is compiled by the Economist 

Intelligence Unit (EIU). It compares the cost of 

living indices in different cities.  

 The index is benchmarked against prices in 

New York City, hence cities with currencies 

that are stronger against the US dollar are 

likely to appear higher in the rankings. 

• In India, Ahmedabad, Gujarat has been listed in 

the top ten cheapest cities of the survey.  

 Among the cheapest cities, Damascus (capital 

of Syria) is at the top. It is followed by Tripoli 

(Libya,) Tashkent (Uzbekistan), Tunis (Tunisia) 

and Almaty (Kazakhstan’) in the ranking of 

cheapest cities. 





 The World Competitiveness Index is a comprehensive annual report 

and worldwide reference point on the competitiveness of countries. 

The index is released by the Switzerland based Institute for 

Management Development (IMD).     

 As per the World Competitiveness Index 2021, among the BRICS 

nations, India ranked second (43rd) after China (16th), followed by 

Russia (45th), Brazil (57th) and South Africa (62nd).     



 India’s strengths lie in investments in telecoms (1st), mobile telephone 

costs (1st), ICT services exports (3rd), remuneration in services 

professions (4th) and terms of trade index (5th). 

 India’s performance is the worst in sub-indices such as broadband 

subscribers (64th), exposure to particulate pollution (64th), human 

development index (64th), GDP per capita (63rd) and foreign currency 

reserves per capita (62nd) among others. 





Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI)  
• India is ranked 10th (among 194 countries) in the GCI 

2020 ahead of China and Pakistan. 

• GCI is released by the International Telecommunication 

Union (ITU), the United Nations (UN) agency for 

information and communication technologies (ICT). 

• In the Asia-Pacific region India secured the 4th spot. 

• US is ranked first, followed by UK. 





 The World Press Freedom Index is a report published every year since 2002 by 

Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) or Reporters Without Borders. 

 Based in Paris, RSF is an independent NGO with consultative status with the United 

Nations, UNESCO, the Council of Europe and the International Organization of the 

Francophonie (OIF). 

 The Index ranks countries and regions according to the level of freedom available 

to journalists. However it is not an indicator on the quality of Journalism.     

 In the World Press Freedom Index 2021, Norway has topped yet again for the fifth year 

in the row, followed by Finland and Denmark.     

 Eritrea is at the bottom meanwhile China is ranked 177, and is only above North 

Korea at 179 and Turkmenistan at 178. 



 India has ranked 142nd yet again out of 180 nations in the recently 

unveiled World Press Freedom Index 2021. 

The Constitution, the supreme law of the land, guarantees 

freedom of speech and expression under Article 19, which deals 

with ‘Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of speech, 

etc. 

 Freedom of press is not expressly protected by Indian legal 

system but it is impliedly protected under article 19(1) (a) of 

the constitution, which states - “All citizens shall have the right 

to freedom of speech and expression”.   
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