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12th January  



Q1.Constitutionalism is a commitment to limitations on ordinary political 

power and seeks to balance state power and individual & collective rights. 

In this context, consider the following features:  

1. Preamble  

2. Judicial Review  

3. Parliamentary Sovereignty  

4. Separation of Powers  

5. Basic Structure Doctrine  

 

Which of the given above features promote ‘Constitutionalism’?  
(a) 1, 3 and 4 only  

(b) 2 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 



• Ans c 

• Constitutionalism is a commitment to limitations on ordinary political 

power, it revolves around a political process, one that overlaps with 

democracy in seeking to balance state power and individual and 

collective rights. It is antithesis of arbitrary powers. Constitutionalism 

recognizes the need for government with powers but at the same time 

insists that limitation be placed on those powers. The antithesis of 

constitutionalism is despotism. A government which goes beyond its 

limits loses its authority and legitimacy. Therefore, to preserve the 

basic freedoms of the individual, and to maintain his dignity and 

personality, the Constitution should be permeated with 

‘Constitutionalism’; it should have some inbuilt restrictions on the 
powers conferred by it on governmental organs.  



• Preamble is the soul of the constitution, without which a body in the 

form of state cannot be survived. The objectives of constitution 

ensure the dignified conditions for the people of India and provide 

them all rights and liberties within ambit of fundamental spirit of 

constitutionalism embodied in entire body of the constitution.  Judicial 

review protects citizens against the arbitrary laws of the legislature 

there by promoting constitutionalism. 

• Parliamentary Sovereignty deals with all powerful Parliaments with no 

effective restraints. An absolutist Parliament without effective checks 

and balances can take away rights of citizens.  Separation of Powers 

is the main aim of the Constitutionalism. Basic Structure doctrine 

prevents Legislature from exceeding its mandate there by checking 

the powers of the Parliament. 



Q2. Consider the following:  

1. Loans for building cold storage  

2. Loans under Kisan Credit Card  

3. Loans to Khadi and Village Industries 

4. Loans for Export Credit  

5. Loans for Solar based power generator  

 

Which of the given above comes under the ‘Priority Sector Lending’?  
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only  

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 



• Ans d 

• Priority Sector includes the following categories:  Agriculture includes 

loans for cold storage and Kisan Credit scheme  Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises- Loans to Khadi and Village Industries  Export 

Credit  Education Housing Social Infrastructure– loans up to Rs.5 

crore per borrower for building schools, healthcare facilities, drinking 

water facilities and sanitation facilities in smaller centers.  Renewable 

Energy– loans up to Rs.15 crore to borrowers for solar, biomass, 

wind, micro-hydel plants and for non-conventional energy-based 

public utilities like street lighting systems, and remote village 

electrification.  Others- includes loans to weaker sections, PMJDY 

account holders, MFIs, SHGs, Persons with Disabilities, Minority 

communities etc 



Q3.Consider the following statements about ‘National Emergency’:  
1. A Proclamation of Emergency can be made even before the actual 

occurrence of emergency. 

2. It can be declared only on the concurrence of the Cabinet.  

3. The resolution approving the proclamation of National Emergency 

must be passed by both the Houses of Parliament with special majority.  

 

Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• As per Article 352, Proclamation of Emergency can be made even 

before the actual occurrence of emergency. Statement 2 is correct: 

The president can declare this only after the written recommendation 

(concurrence) of the entire cabinet.  

• A proclamation must be approved by both houses within one month 

by a special majority.  

• If Lok Sabha is dissolved then the approval of proclamation or 

extension of its life can be done by Rajya Sabha. The proclamation 

survives till 30 days after first sitting of the newly reconstituted Lok 

Sabha. 



Q4. With reference to the ‘Aurora’, consider the following statements:  
1. It is predominantly seen in the high-latitude regions of the Earth.  

2. The phenomenon highlights that Earth is electrically connected to the 

Sun.  

3. Aurora displays only red light.  

 

Which of the given above statements are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans a 

• The lights are seen above the magnetic poles of the northern and 

southern hemispheres. They are known as ‘Aurora borealis’ in the 
north and ‘Aurora australis’ in the south.  

• They are actually collisions between electrically charged particles from 

the sun that enter the earth’s atmosphere. The Northern Lights are 
actually the result of collisions between gaseous particles in the 

Earth’s atmosphere with charged particles released from the sun’s 
atmosphere. + Variations in colour are due to the type of gas particles 

that are colliding. The most common aurora color, a pale yellowish-

green, is produced by oxygen molecules located about 60 miles above 

the earth. Rare, all-red auroras are produced by high-altitude oxygen, 

at heights of up to 200 miles. Nitrogen produces blue or purplish-red 

aurora.  



Q4. Which of the following were found on the seals of 'Mohenjodaro'? 

1. Bull  

2. Rhinoceros  

3. Tree  

4. Pictographs  

 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below:  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



• Ans d 

• Thousands of seals were discovered from the Mohenjo-Daro sites, 

usually made of steatite, and occasionally of agate, chert, copper, 

faience and terracotta, with beautiful figures of trees and animals 

such as unicorn bull, rhinoceros, tiger, elephant, bison, goat, buffalo, 

etc. Every seal is engraved in a pictographic script which is yet to be 

deciphered. 



Q5.Consider the following statements: 

1. Philips curve shows the relationship between rate of inflation and rate 

of unemployment  

2. Laffer curve depicts the relationship between tax rates and tax revenue 

collected by the government.  

3. Kuznet Curve reflects the relationship between inequality and income 

per capita.  

 

Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3  

(d) 2 and 3 only 



• Ans c 

• The Phillips curve shows the inverse relationship between inflation and 

unemployment: as inflation increases, unemployment decreases.  

• The Laffer curve is a theory developed by supply-side economist Arthur 

Laffer to show the relationship between tax rates and the amount of tax 

revenue collected by governments. The curve is used to illustrate 

Laffer’s main premise that the more an activity — such as production — 

is taxed, the less of it is generated. Likewise, the less an activity is 

taxed, the more of it is generated.  

• The relationship between income inequality and economic development 

has popularly been characterized by the Kuznets’ inverted-U curve, 

which argued that income inequality tends to increase at an initial stage 

of development and then decrease as the economy develops, implying 

that income inequality will fall as income continues to rise in developing 

countries 
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Q6. Recently, the 'Titanwala Museum' in Bagru, Rajasthan was 

inaugurated to preserve the art of traditional Bagru block 

printing.Consider the following statements about 'Bagru Block Printing':  

1. It is a traditional technique of printing with natural colour followed by 

the chippa community.  

2. It is the only block-printing technique found in India. 

 

 Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans a 

• Bagru printing is one of the traditional techniques of printing with 

natural colour followed by the chippas of Rajasthan. 

•  Kalamkari, Lahariya, Tanchoi etc. are some other block-printing 

technique of India 



Q7. Consider the following ecosystems:  

1. Mangroves  

2. Salt Marshes  

3. Seagrasses  

 

Which of the given above ecosystems are ‘Blue Carbon Ecosystems’?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 only  

(c) None of the above 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• Blue carbon refers to the carbon captured by living organisms in 

oceans and stored in the form of biomass and sediments from 

mangroves, salt marshes and seagrasses. 



Q8. Consider the following statements with reference to ‘Perform, 
Achieve and Trade’ (PAT) Scheme:  
1. It was launched under the National Mission for Enhanced Energy 

Efficiency (NMEEE).  

2. It aims to improve energy efficiency in certain industries by trading in 

energy saving certificates (ESCert) at the energy exchanges.  

 

Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only  

 (c) Both 1 and 2  

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans c 

• In line with the energy conservation and efficiency policies of the 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Ministry of Power, 

Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) scheme under the National Mission 

for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) as a part of the National 

Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) was launched in 2012.  

•  It is a market-based mechanism in which sectors are assigned 

efficiency targets. The Industries which successfully surpass the 

assigned targets are given incentives in the form of energy saving 

certificates (ESCert).  



• These ESCerts are tradable at two energy exchanges i.e, Power 

Exchange India and Indian Energy Exchange. Those industries 

which fail to achieve the assigned efficiency targets can buy the 

ESCerts from any of the two energy exchanges. Central Electricity 

Regulatory Commission (CERC) is the Market Regulator and Bureau 

of Energy Efficiency is Administrator for the trading of ESCerts. 

POSOCO (Power System Operation Corporation limited) has been 

appointed as Registry for making Designated Consumers as eligible 

entities for the trading of ESCerts and bookkeeping of ESCerts 

 



Q9.Consider the following statements:  

1. Both antigen A and B is present in Blood Group O but it has no 

antibodies. 

2. Blood Group AB contains both antibodies A and B but has no antigen.  

3. Blood group O is universal donor, whereas blood group AB is universal 

recipient. 

 

 Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 3 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



Ans b 

 



Q10.Nilekani Committee was recently in news related to what ? 

 

A. Digital payments 

B. Mob Lynching 

C. Crypto Currency 

D. Prison Reform  

 



• Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a five-member committee 

headed by Infosys chairman Nandan Nilekani. 

• The Committee will suggest a strategy for deepening of digital 

payments in the country. 

• The panel will review the existing status of digitisation of payments in 

the country, identify the current gaps in the ecosystem, and suggest 

ways to bridge them. 

• The panel will also suggest measures to strengthen the safety and 

security of digital payments and provide a roadmap for increasing 

customer confidence while accessing financial services through 

digital modes. 

 



Q11. Consider the following statements about Vote on Account 

1. Vote on account is the interim permission of the parliament to the 

government to spend money. 

2. vote-on-account is a temporary measure, it does need the approval of 

Parliament and it is usually passed without much discussion. 

3. The vote on account typically does not seek funds for major projects or 

new initiatives this usually awaits the presentation of the full Budget. 

choose the correct one 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All of the above  

 

 



• Ans d 

• Vote on account is the interim permission of the parliament to the 

government to spend money. 

• It is just an interim permission to spend money as against a full Budget 

which is an elaborate financial statement of expenditure and receipts 

including changes in taxes and government policies. 

• In the election year when the elections are scheduled a few months 

into the new financial year, the government prefers to seek a vote on 

account instead of presenting a full Budget because if the government 

changes after elections it is not fair to deny it the right to design its own 

Budget for the remaining part of the year. 

• Though vote-on-account is a temporary measure, it does need the 

approval of Parliament and it is usually passed without much 

discussion. 



• The vote on account typically does not seek funds for major projects 

or new initiatives. This usually awaits the presentation of the full 

Budget. 

• One of the key features of a vote on account is that it usually does 

not contain any direct tax proposals that would impact people, as that 

requires amendments to the Finance Bill. (Therefore, any 

decrease/increase or exemption/inclusion related to income tax will 

be on hold if there’s a vote on account.) 
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