


What is bioterrorism?  
 

A form of terrorism where there is the intentional release of 

biological agents (bacteria, viruses, or other germs).  
 

This is also referred to as germ warfare. 
 

In biological warfare, non-human life is used to disrupt or end  

human life.  



Why the threat of bioterrorism is increasing? 

 

1. Rise of technical capabilities of various countries 

2. Frequent mutations in the bioweapon  
3. Living organisms are unpredictable and incredibly resilient 

4.  biological weapons are difficult to control 

5.  It has the potential for devastation on a global scale 

6. The rapid expansion of the global biotechnology industry, and 

the growth of loosely sophisticated networks of transnational 
terrorist groups that have expressed interest in bioterrorism. 

7. Small amounts of biotic agents can be hidden, transported and 

discharged into vulnerable populations. 



 The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) is a legally binding treaty that 
outlaws biological arms.  

It entered into force on March 26, 1975.  

 
It currently has 183 states-parties 

 
The BWC bans: The development, stockpiling, acquisition, retention, and 

production of: Biological agents and toxins "of types and in quantities 

that have no justification for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful 
purposes;"  

 
Weapons, equipment, and delivery vehicles "designed to use such agents 

or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict."   



 Biological Weapons Convention (BWC)   
 

BUT 

 
Weak verification and compliance issues ensure that there is no 

credible way to trace the development of biological weapons in any 
country 



Regardless of whether or not Covid-19 is a biological weapon, India needs to be 

careful. 

 

Bio weapons have been developed and used in warfare, especially in the past 

century.  

 

At the height of the Cold War the United States and the Soviet Union established 

huge biowarfare projects. This involved the development of aerosol sprays that 

are capable of transporting bacterial and viral agents by plane or ballistic 

missile.  

 

Anti-crop warfare 



 Frozen stocks of the small pox virus are allegedly maintained by some countries.  

 

Other dangerous biological agents that includes anthrax, Ebola and typhus 

which may be genetically engineered   

 

India is highly vulnerable because 

 

1. India has a long land border which is “Porous” at a lot of places  

2. India has a long coastline that compounds the problem 

3. Climate of India is favourable for the growth of various microbes  

4. Population is large meaning communicable transmission could be very swift  

5. Poor health care facilities with healthcare expenditure less than 1% of GDP  



What steps should Indian take? 

 

 1. More cooperation with friendly nations, we need to pool our resources and 

make major investments in the research and development of state-of-the-art 

devices that are capable of instantaneously detecting lethal bacteria and viruses 

in the environment.  

 

2. Clinical labs capable of deploying cutting edge technologies need to be set up.  

3. The production and stockpiling of new vaccines needs to be increased. 

4. A surveillance system should be set up nationwide that should be staffed with 

clinicians and veterinarians who are trained to identify a bioweapon attack 

immediately after such a weapon is unleashed.   




