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The Good News Story

Watch the Video 
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For 
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that 
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope 
we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. (Romans 8:18–25 ESV)

• SECOND COMING—The glorious return of Jesus will bring an end to this present age 
when He comes to judge the world in righteousness, casting out anything that opposes 
His good and perfect Kingdom. In His coming again, Jesus will unveil reality and He 
will be seen by all for who He really is: the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 1:7; Hebrews 9:28; Acts 1:11)

• RESURRECTION—At the return of Jesus, all people will be raised up, but only those 
in Jesus will be raised to eternal life. Resurrection brings in the glorious reality that death 
does not end life, love, community, and ultimate meaning.  Those who belong to Jesus will 
be physically raised in glorified bodies and restored to our purpose of glorifying God as 
His Church in the new creation. Death does not have the final word! 
(1 Corinthians 15:50-58; John 6:39-40; Revelation 20:11-15)

• JUDGEMENT—God will righteously judge all sin in the universe, either on the cross 
upon our substitute, or in the lake of fire, which is the second death. (Matthew 25:41-46; 
John 3:36; 2 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 20:11-15)

• REST and RELATIONSHIP—With the curse lifted, the redeemed children of God 

SESSION 8  
NEW CREATION
“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 
him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”  (John 6:40)
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The Good News Story8
experience the fullness of their restored fellowship with God and with one another in the 
new heavens and new Earth. God has already saved us from the punishment of sin, and 
He has broken sin’s power. In the resurrection, we will be saved from the very presence 
and pain of sin! All of our pain will be transformed into joy (John 16:20-22). The love 
and joy of our Lord satisfies, in ever-increasing measure, the longings of our hearts. 
(Hebrews 4:1-13; Revelation 21:1-7; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Psalm 16:11; Ephesians 2:4-7; 
Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17-18)

• THE WORLD WE ALL WANT!—The new heavens and the new Earth with Jesus at 
their centre will be everything we desire and far more. We will finally be truly “home.” 
In amazing grace, we, the redeemed, have been brought into this mind-blowing fellowship 
of love, joy, peace, and all-satisfying life with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. No 
more curse. All wrongs will be made right. All evil, sin, and rebellion will be destroyed, 
yet without destroying us, because of Jesus. There will be no more sickness, pain, sorrow, 
or death.

The same hands that suffered and were pierced for us will wipe away every tear from our 
eyes! (Revelation 21:1-4) This is truly paradise restored, but even better, with a better 
King!  The first creation in the Garden of Eden was very good. The new creation in Jesus 
is perfect! (Isaiah 65:17; Acts 3:20-21; Romans 8:19-23) 

Read the summary as a group

This life is temporary; eternity, in a covenant-love relationship with the triune God, 
awaits us. Jesus will return to create new heavens and a new Earth. The sin and sorrow 
that we endure in this life will be no more. We will live forever in our resurrected, 
glorified bodies, worshipping the uncreated One who has redeemed us in love to 
experience the joy of knowing Him: a joy that increases forever! 

Group Study

SESSION 8  - NEW CREATION
W  Reflect

1. When you consider the big picture of a cosmos renewed, the creation reborn, what does 
that anticipation bring to your current love and worship of God? 

2. How will the fullness of our restored fellowship with God impact our ability to know God 
more deeply? 
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W  Explore

1. Consider the first section about the Second Coming. How does this change our 
relationship with other believers and our need to share the Gospel? 

2. How does the anticipation of the Second Coming impact the attitude of our hearts 
concerning sharing the Gospel with others today?

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

a. What encouragement does this passage give you?

b. Why is resurrection an important part of God’s Good News story?

c. For further study: Revelation 1:7; Hebrews 9:28; Acts 1:11, 
2 Corinthians 4:14

4. How does the thought of the promised resurrection impact you? What insight does this 
give you about your relationship with God? (Read through that part of the outline again 
if needed.)

5. How has the truth of resurrection and the new Earth changed your perspective of eternity? 
What do you find to be exceptionally good news?

6. Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58.

a. Why is it important to fill our hearts and minds with this truth of 
God’s Good News story?

b. For further study: John 6:37-40; Revelation 20:11-15

7. Reflect on the section, God’s Promised Judgement. Why is it important to include this in 
the Gospel message?

8. Read Matthew 25:41-46.

a. What added depth and value does the reality of this judgement bring to our 
understanding of God’s love and grace? 

b. For further study: John 3:36; 2 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 20:11-15

9. Reconsider the section on promised rest and relationships. What is at the heart of this 
promised rest? What impact will this have on your relationship with God?

10. Read Hebrews 4:1-13.

a. As we anticipate and await the ultimate rest promised in the Gospel, how should 
we respond each day to the Gospel?

b. For further study: Revelation 21:1-7; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Psalm 16:11; 
Ephesians 2:4-7; Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.
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The Good News Story

W  Reflect

We learned  a number of  truths about the new creation. Reflect on  two  that most impact 
your love toward God. Write down your reasons why they impact you. 

W  Apply

As you anticipate the new creation and all of its promised rewards, how can you allow these 
truths to move and transform your hearts to become more motivated and effective in sharing 
God’s Good News story with others? Reflect on these truths and pick three people for whom 
to pray, that you might have the opportunity to share the Good News story with them. 

notes


