




United Nations 
• United Nations is an intergovernmental organization whose 

purposes are to maintain international peace and 
security, develop friendly relations among nations, 
achieve international cooperation, and be a centre for 
harmonizing the actions of nations. 
 

• Its predecessor, the League of Nations, was created by 
the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 and disbanded 
eventually in 1946. All of Leagues of nations documents 
& archives were handed over to United nations. 
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United Nations 
• The United Nations Charter is the treaty that established the United 

Nations, it was ratified on 24 October 1945. The following series of 
events led to the writing of the Charter, and the UN's founding: 

 

1. Declaration of St. James Palace (June 1941) 

2. Atlantic Charter (August 1941) 

3. Declaration by United Nations (1 January 1942) 

4. Moscow Declaration (October 1943) 

5. Tehran Conference (December 1943) 

6. Dumbarton Oaks and Yalta Conference (1944-1945) 

7. San Francisco Conference (1945) 
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United Nations 
• The original emblem of the UN was created by a team of 

designers during San Francisco Conference in 1945.  The 
team was led by Oliver Lincoln Lundquist.  
 

• UN emblem was designed to be "a map of the world 
representing an azimuthal equidistant projection centred 
on the North Pole, inscribed in a wreath consisting of 
crossed conventionalized branches of the olive tree, in 
gold on a field of smoke-blue with all water areas in 
white. The projection of the map extends to 60 degrees 
south latitude, and includes five concentric circles". 
 

• The “UN blue” colour was also chosen at this time and 
became an integral part of the visual identity of the 
Organization. Blue represents peace in opposition to red, 
for war. 
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United Nations 
• Important Facts: 

 

1. Predecessor: League of Nations 

2. Headquarters: New York 

3. Official Languages of UN: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Spanish, Russian 

4. Current Members: 193 

5. Current Secretary General: Antonio Guterres (Portugal) 
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UN General Assembly 
• UNGA is the main deliberative 

organ of UN and is composed of 
all member states (193 currently). 
Each member has one vote. 
 

• UNGA meets in Regular session 
(annually from Sep to Dec). 
 

• It can also meet for Special 
sessions and Emergency Special 
Session (within 24 hours) at the 
request of UN security council 
or majority of members. 
 



UN General Assembly 
• At the beginning of each regular session the General Assembly holds 

a General Debate when many Heads of State come to express their 
views on the most pressing international issues.  

 

• Following the General Debate, most issues are discussed in one the 
Assembly’s six main committees: 
1. First Committee (Disarmament and International Security) 

2. Second Committee (Economic and Financial) 

3. Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) 

4. Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) 

5. Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) 

6. Sixth Committee (Legal) 



UN General Assembly 
• Work of UNGA 

 

– The mandate of UNGA is to discuss, debate, and make recommendations on 
subjects pertaining to international peace and security, including 
development, disarmament, human rights, international law, and the 
peaceful arbitration of disputes between nations. 

– UNGA also considers reports from the other UN bodies. It also approves the 
UN budget. 

– UNGA appoints Secretary General of UN based on the recommendations of 
UNSC. 

– UNGA elects non-Permanent members in UNSC and members of ECOSOC. 

– UNGA along with UNSC elects Judges to International Court of Justice. 

– UNGA chairman or president changes annually. The president is elected by 
UNGA. (Currently, its Abdulla Shahid) 

 



UN General Assembly 
• Work of UNGA 

– A resolution in UNGA can be adopted in two ways 

• By reaching consensus among member states 

• By majority through voting on the resolution 

 

– To get a resolution passed it needs to get a simple majority to agree on the text of a 
resolution. 

 

– However, if an issue is of "important question" then a two-thirds majority is required. 
(Ex: Membership of Taiwan. Palestine) 

 

• Note: General Assembly resolutions are generally non-binding towards member 
states but  internal resolutions are binding on the operation of the General 
Assembly itself. 



UN General Assembly 

State submits 
an application to 

the UN 
Secretary-

General. 

UNSC considers 
the application. 

UNSC rules 
apply for 

passing the 
application. 

IF UNSC 
recommends 

admission, the 
recommendation 
is presented to 
the UNGA for 
consideration.  

If UNGA passes 
the resolution 

with a two-
thirds majority 

vote then 
membership 

becomes 
effective the 

date the 
resolution for 
admission is 

adopted. 

How to become a member of UN? 









UN Security Council 
• The UN Charter gives the UN 

Security Council primary 
responsibility for maintaining 
international peace and security.  
 

• The UNSC may convene at any time. 
 

• There are 15 Council members. Five 
of these ie: China, France, the Russian 
Federation, the United Kingdom and 
the United States are permanent 
members.  
 

• The other 10 are elected by the 
General Assembly for two-year terms.  
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UN Security Council 
• Work of UNSC 

 

– The presidency of the UNSC rotates alphabetically among 15 members every month. 

 

– The Voting system in the UN Security Council is rigid. Each member of the Security 
Council shall have one vote. For any decision to be made, an affirmative vote of 9 
members is needed. 

 

– Along with 9 votes the concurrence of all permanent members is also needed. 

 

– If a permanent member does not fully agree a proposed resolution but does not wish 
to cast a veto, it may choose to abstain. (In any case minimum 9 votes are required 
without any veto). 



UN Secretariat 
• The UN Secretariat carries out the substantive and administrative work of the 

United Nations as directed by the General Assembly, the Security Council and 
the other organs.  

 

• Secretariat is headed by the Secretary-General, who provides overall 
administrative guidance. The main functions of the Secretariat are: 

1. To gather and prepare background information on various issues so that 
government delegates can study the facts and make recommendations; 

2. To help carry out the decisions made by the different organs of the United 
Nations; 

3. To organize international conferences; 

4. To translate speeches and distribute documents into the UN’s official 
languages; 

5. To keep the public informed about the work of the United Nations. 



UN Secretariat 
• The UN Secretariat has more than 40,000 staff members 

around the world.  

 

• The United Nations, while headquartered in New York, 
maintains a significant presence in Addis Ababa, Bangkok, 
Beirut, Geneva, Nairobi, Santiago and Vienna, and has 
offices all over the world. 



UN Economic & Social Council 
• It is the principal organ that guides sustainable development policies 

and coordinates the activities of several UN units and organisations 
working on development and social and economic issues. 
 

• UN ECOSOC has 54 members, which are elected by the General 
Assembly for a three-year term.  Seats in the council are allocated 
based on geographical representation. 
 

• For the nations to be the elected as members of ECOSOC for a three-
year term, it needs 2/3rdmajority of UN General Assembly votes. 
 

• Each member of the council has one vote and generally voting in the 
council is by simple majority. The president of ECOSOC is elected 
for a one-year term by the members. 
 



International Court of Justice 
• ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the United 

Nations. It can be called as the “World Court”.   
 

• It is seated at the Peace Palace, Hague (Netherlands), 
and the only principal organ of UN to be not located in 
New York. 

 

• It settles legal disputes between states and gives advisory 
opinions to the UN and its specialized agencies. 
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International Court of Justice 
• ICJ is presided over by 15 judges elected to 9-year terms by the UNGA 

and the UNSC. A candidate needs to get an absolute majority in both 
the chambers i.e., the UNGA and the UNSC. 

 

• No two judges can be the nationals of the same country.  Of the 15 
judges, the composition is mandated to be as follows - 3 from Africa, 
2 from Latin America and the Caribbean, 3 from Asia, 5 from Western 
Europe and other states and 2 from Eastern Europe. 

 

• Judges are eligible for re-election.  Should a judge die or resign during 
his or her term of office, a special election is held as soon as possible 
to choose a judge to fill the unexpired part of the term. 

 



International Court of Justice 
• The Court settles legal disputes between nations only and not 

between individuals, organizations and private enterprise. 
 

• The Court can only hear a dispute when requested to do so by 
one or more States. It cannot deal with a dispute on its own. 
 

• Decisions and Advisory Opinions are by majority, and, in the 
event of an equal division, the President of ICJ vote becomes 
decisive. 
 

• Please note: ICJ & ICC are different, although both are 
laocted in The Hague Netherlands. 



Trusteeship council 
• Trusteeship council was formed to provide international 

supervision for 11 Trust Territories that had been placed 
under the administration of Member States, and to prepare 
the territories for self-government and independence. 

 

• By 1994, all Trust Territories had attained self-government or 
independence. So, UN suspended its operation on 1994, and 
it continues to exist only on paper. 

 



Trusteeship council 
• The eleven Trust Territories were: 

1. Togoland (under British administration) 

2. Somaliland (under Italian administration) 

3. Togoland (under French administration) 

4. Cameroons (under French administration) 

5. Cameroons (under British administration) 

6. Tanganyika (under British administration) 

7. Ruanda-Urundi (under Belgian administration) 

8. Western Samoa (under New Zealand administration) 

9. Nauru (administered by Australia on behalf of Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom) 

10. New Guinea (administered by Australia) 

11. Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands:  

• Federated States of Micronesia 

• Republic of the Marshall Islands 

• Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

• Palau 

 

• By 1994, all Trust Territories had attained self-government or independence, either as separate States or by joining 
neighbouring independent countries. One month after Palau’s independence, the Trusteeship Council suspended its operations 
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