
Forest Fire Prevention and 
Management 





CURRENT AFFAIR 

• Minister of State for Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has provided 
information about forest fires management 
and prevention during a reply to the question 
tabled in Rajya Sabha (Budget Session 2020). 



HIGHLIGHTS 

• The area covering 93,273 hectares was affected by 
forest fires in 2019. However, it also includes “ground 
fires”, i.e. burning of ground vegetation. 

• Forests are a subject in the concurrent list of the 
Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution. The 
MoEF&CC has prepared a National Action Plan on 
forest fires (2018) after consultation with all states and 
Union Territories. 

• Additionally, MoEF&CC also provides forest fire 
prevention and management measures under the 
Centrally Sponsored Forest Fire Prevention and 
Management scheme. 



National Action Plan on Forest Fires 

• National Action Plan on Forest Fires (NAPFF) was 
launched in 2018 to minimise forest fires by 
informing, enabling and empowering forest fringe 
communities and incentivising them to work with 
the State Forest Departments. 

• Substantially reduce the vulnerability of forests 
across diverse forest ecosystems in the country 
against fire hazards. 

• Enhance capabilities of forest personnel and 
institutions in fighting fires and swift recovery 
subsequent to fire incidents. 



Forest Fire Prevention and 
Management Scheme 

• The Forest Fire Prevention and Management 
Scheme (FPM) is the only centrally funded 
program specifically dedicated to assist the 
states in dealing with forest fires. 

• The FPM replaced the Intensification of Forest 
Management Scheme (IFMS) in 2017. By 
revamping the IFMS, the FPM has increased 
the amount dedicated for forest fire work. 



• Funds allocated under the FPM are according to a 
center-state cost-sharing formula, with a 90:10 
ratio of central to state funding in the Northeast 
and Western Himalayan regions and a 60:40 ratio 
for all other states. 

• It also provides the states to have the flexibility to 
direct a portion of the National Afforestation 
Programme (NAP) and Mission for Green India 
(GIM) funding toward forest fire work. 

 



National Afforestation Programme 

• It is being implemented since 2000 for the 
afforestation of degraded forest lands. 

• It is being implemented by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 



National Mission for Green India 

• Governed by the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change. 

• It has the mandate of reviving degraded forest 
land with a focus on increasing forest cover & 
density and conserving biodiversity. 

• Works towards reducing fragmentation of forests, 
enhancing private public partnerships for 
plantations, improving schemes based on joint 
forestry management etc. 

• Makes plans to tackle the challenges posed by 
climate change. 



Functions and Goals 
 

 
• Enhancing carbon sinks in sustainably managed 

forests. 
• Enhancing the resilience of vulnerable species and 

ecosystems to adapt to climate change. 
• Enabling forest dependent communities to adapt to 

climate variability. 
• Double the area to be taken up for afforestation. 
• Increase greenhouse gas removals by Indian forests. 
• Enhance resilience of forests and ecosystems falling 

under the mission. 



Causes of Forest Fire 

• Forest fires are caused by Natural causes as 
well as Man-made or anthropogenic causes 



• Natural causes such as lightning which set 
trees on fire. High atmospheric temperatures 
and low humidity offer favourable 
circumstance for a fire to start. 

 

• Man-made causes like flame, cigarette, 
electric spark or any source of ignition will 
also cause forest fires. 



Major Forest fire regions in India 

•  Human-made forest fires in the Himalayan 
states of Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh 
have been a regular and historic feature.  

• Forests with chir pine are very prone to fire as 
they easily catch fire. 

• Maharastra, Assam and Andhra Pradesh states 
also reported several incidents of Forest fires 
in the recent past. 




