
Global Refugee Forum (GRF) 



Current affair  
 The first Global Refugee Forum (GRF) is currently 

underway in Geneva, Switzerland. 



What is GRF? 

 It is jointly hosted by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the 
Government of Switzerland. 

 Member states of the UN are debating the 
response of nations to the global refugee 
situation. 



Who is a Refugee? 

 According to UN, a refugee has a well-founded 
fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, 
nationality, political opinion or membership in a 
particular social group. 



Global refugee numbers 
 According to the UN, by the end of 2018, there were around 

70.8 million people around the world who had left their 
home countries because of conflict and persecution. 

 Of these 70.8 million, roughly 30 million are refugees. 

 According to the UN’s Global Trends report 2019, there are 
37,000 new displacements every day. 

 Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar and Somalia. 



current refugee crises 
 The website of the UNHCR has listed 12 emergency refugee 

situations that are unfolding currently. 

 Burundi - A humanitarian crisis is unfolding in Burundi in 
East Africa. 

 Myanmar - In 2017, the Rohingya Muslims of Myanmar fled 
the country after violence broke out in the Rakhine state. 

 



Refugee situation in India? 
 India does not have a separate statute for refugees, and until 

now has been dealing with refugees on a case-by-case basis. 

 India is not a signatory to the 1951 Convention on Refugees 
or the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. 

 According to the Home Ministry, there are 54,000 Rohingya 
refugees living in India both registered and unregistered. 

 In 2017, in an affidavit filed before the Supreme Court, the 
government said that the presence of Rohingya in the 
country has serious national security ramifications and it 
poses national security threats. 


