
South Korean model to control 
COVID 19 spread 

31-03-2020 



31-03-2020 



CURRENT AFFAIR 

• The Korean Model- a vigorous regime of 
“trace, test, treat” 

• Shown remarkable results in controlling the 
spread of the novel coronavirus, without 
putting a nationwide lockdown in place. 
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Situation in Korea 
 

 
• Korea is now in full control of the spread of the 

disease.  
• The number of new confirmed cases per day has 

been showing steady decline since hitting a peak 
at 989 in February to double-digit figures as of 
mid-March. 
 

• Korea might be the only country that hasn’t 
imposed a lockdown within its territories or even 
of its international borders. 
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What is the ‘Korean model’? 

• Concentrated testing of high-risk areas and 
clusters. 

 

• Korea found out at the beginning of the spread of 
the virus that a certain religious cult and its 
gathering was the cause of a large portion of the 
spread in a certain area of the country.  

• This group had massive gatherings in a closed-off 
space. 
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• The government listed all members of the 
group across the country, tracked their 
whereabouts and conducted tests on a 
massive scale, leading to the rapid increase in 
the number of confirmed cases. 

• Korea succeeded in identifying and isolating 
potential cases at a very early stage and finally 
flattened the curve. 

 
31-03-2020 



Other best practices followed by Korea 

 

• The moment the virus DNA pattern was 
confirmed in Wuhan, Korean medical teams 
and bio-companies were able to develop new 
testing kits with surprising speed.  

• This made it possible for Korea to conduct 
mass-scale testing of 18,000 cases a day. 
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• Anybody in Korea who has symptoms or 
reasons to be tested can get the test within 
minutes at ‘drive-thru’ or ‘walk-thru’ testing 
centres and receive the result by text message 
the very next day.  

• Korea made available over 650 testing centres 
nationwide. 
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Can India replicate this model? 
 

 

• India’s demography 

• Medical infrastructure 
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• Lockdowns are necessary 

• Openness and transparency is important to 
tackling this situation 

• Identifying and isolating the core of the 
spread of the virus with full medical capacity 
at the earliest possible stage is key.  

• This is the essence of the ‘Korean model’. 
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• Quarantine people  

• Shut borders 

• Travel restrictions 

• Lockdown 

• Community participation 

• Role of district administration 
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