


NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY 

 Article 39A of the Constitution of India provides for free legal aid to the 
poor and weaker sections of the society and ensures justice for all. Articles 
14 and 22(1) of the Constitution also make it obligatory for the State to 
ensure equality before law and a legal system which promotes justice on 
the basis of equal opportunity to all.  

In the year 1987, the Legal Services Authorities Act was enacted by the 
Parliament which came into force on 9 th November, 1995 to establish a 
nationwide uniform network for providing free and competent legal 
services to the weaker sections of the society on the basis of equal 
opportunity.  

The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has been constituted under 
the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 to monitor and evaluate 
implementation of legal aid programmes and to lay down policies and 
principles for making legal services available under the Act.  



 

In every State, a State Legal Services Authority and in every 
High Court, a High Court Legal Services Committee have been 
constituted. The District Legal Services Authorities, Taluk Legal 
Services Committees have been constituted in the Districts 
and most of the Taluks to give effect to the policies and 
directions of the NALSA and to provide free legal services to 
the people and conduct Lok Adalats in the State. 

 

 The Supreme Court Legal Services Committee has been 
constituted to administer and implement the legal services 
programme insofar as it relates to the Supreme Court of India. 



 

Primarily, the State Legal Services Authorities, 
District Legal Services Authorities, Taluk Legal 
Services Committees, etc. have been asked to 
discharge the following main functions on regular 
basis:  

1. To provide free and competent legal services to 
the eligible persons.  

2. 2. To organise Lok Adalats for amicable 
settlement of disputes.  

3. 3. To organise legal awareness camps in the 
rural areas. 



 

The persons eligible for getting free legal services include:  

(i) Women and children \ 

(ii) (ii) Members of SC/ST  

(iii) (iii) Industrial workmen  

(iv) (iv) Victims of mass disaster, violence, flood, drought, 
earthquak industrial disaster  

(v) (v) Disabled persons  

(vi) (vi) Persons in custody  

(vii)(vii) Persons whose annual income does not exceed ₹1 lakh 
(in t Supreme Court Legal Services Committee the limit 
₹1,25,000/-)  

(viii)(viii) Victims of trafficking in human beings or begar. 



LOK ADALATS 

 
The Lok Adalat is a forum where the cases (or disputes) which are 
pending in a court or which are at pre-litigation stage (not yet 
brought before a court) are compromised or settled in an amicable 
manner. Meaning The Supreme Court has explained the meaning of 
the institution of Lok Adalat in the following way : The ‘Lok Adalat’ is 
an old form of adjudicating system prevailed in ancient India and it’s 
validity has not been taken away even in the modern days too.  

The word ‘Lok Adalat’ means ‘People’s Court’. This system is based 
on Gandhian principles.  

It is one of the components of ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) 
system. 



Statutory Status 

The first Lok Adalat camp in the 
postindependence era was organised in Gujarat 
in 1982. This initiative proved very successful in 
the settlement of disputes. Consequently, the 
institution of Lok Adalat started spreading to 
other parts of the country. 

the institution of Lok Adalat has been given 
statutory status under the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987. 



The Act makes the following provisions relating to the organisation 
and functioning of the Lok Adalats:  

1.The State Legal Services Authority or the District Legal Services 
Authority or the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee or the 
High Court Legal Services Committee or the Taluk Legal Services 
Committee may organise Lok Adalats at such intervals and places 
and for exercising such jurisdiction and for such areas as it thinks 
fit.  

2.2. Every Lok Adalat organised for an area shall consist of such 
number of serving or retired judicial officers and other persons of 
the area as may be specified by the agency organizing such Lok 
Adalat. Generally, a Lok Adalat consists of a judicial officer as the 
chairman and a lawyer (advocate) and a social worker as members. 



3. A Lok Adalat shall have jurisdiction to determine and to arrive at a 
compromise or settlement between the parties to a dispute in respect of:  

(i) any case pending before any court; or  

(ii) (ii) any matter which is falling within the jurisdiction of any court an not 
brought before such court. Thus, the Lok Adalat can deal with not only the 
cases pending before a court but also with the disputes at pre-litigation 
stage. The various matters such as Matri-monial/Family Disputes, Criminal 
(Compoundable Offences) cases, Land Acquisition cases, Labour disputes, 
Workmen’s compensation cases, Bank Recovery cases, Pension cases, 
Housing Board and Slum Clearance cases, Housing Finance cases, Consumer 
Grievance cases, Electricity matters, Disputes relating to Telephone Bills, 
Municipal matters including House Tax cases, Disputes with Cellular 
Companies etc. are being taken up in the Lok Adalats 

 

the offences which are non-compoundable under any law fall outside the 
purview of the Lok Adalat. 



4. Any case pending before the court can be referred to the 
Lok Adalat for settlement if:  

(i)the parties thereof agree to settle the dispute in the Lok 
Adalat  

(ii)(ii) one of the parties thereof makes an application to 
the court referring the case to the Lok Adalat; or  

(iii)(iii) the court is satisfied that the matter is an 
appropriate one to taken cognizance of by the Lok 
Adalat. In the case of a pre-litigation dispute, the matter 
can be referred to the Lok Adalat for settlement by the 
agency organizing the Lok Adalat, on receipt of an 
application from any one of the parties to the dispute. 



6. An award of a Lok Adalat shall be 
deemed to be a decree of a Civil Court or 
an order of any other court.  

Every award made by a Lok Adalat shall be 
final and binding on all the parties to the 
dispute. No appeal shall lie to any court 
against the award of the Lok Adalat. 



GRAM NYAYALAYAS 

The Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 has been 
enacted to provide for the establishment of the 
Gram Nyayalayas at the grass roots level for the 
purposes of providing access to justice to the 
citizens at their doorsteps and to ensure that 
opportunities for securing justice are not denied 
to any citizen due to social, economic or other 
disabilities. 



 
However, the Act has not been 
enforced properly, with only 208 
functional Gram Nyayalayas in the 
country (as of 03 September 2019) 
against a target of 5000 such courts 



 

Gram Nyayalaya are established generally at headquarter of every 
Panchayat at intermediate level or a group of contiguous panchayat in a 
district where there is no panchayat at intermediate level. 

The Gram Nyayalayas are presided over by a Nyayadhikari, who will have 
the same power, enjoy same salary and benefits of a Judicial Magistrate of 
First Class. Such Nyayadhikari are to be appointed by the State 
Government in consultation with the respective High Court. 

A Gram Nyayalaya have jurisdiction over an area specified by a notification 
by the State Government in consultation with the respective High 
Court.The Court can function as a mobile court at any place within the 
jurisdiction of such Gram Nyayalaya, after giving wide publicity to that 
regards. 

The Gram Nyayalayas have both civil and criminal jurisdiction over the 
offences and nature of suits specified in the First and Second schedules of 
the Act. The pecuniary jurisdiction of the Nyayalayas are fixed by the 
respective High Courts. 



 

Appeal in criminal cases shall lie to the 
Court of Session, which shall be heard and 
disposed of within a period of six months 
from the date of filing of such appeal.  

 Appeal in civil cases shall lie to the District 
Court, which shall be heard and disposed 
of within a period of six months from the 
date of filing of the appeal. 
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