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Defence Procurement 

India to procure lightweight tanks for high 

altitude warfare. 

Light tanks can play a critical role in areas such as 

Ladakh. 

The army has been given the go-ahead for urgent 

purchases. 

Lt Gen AB Shivane (retd) has suggested that light 

tanks would add to the credible deterrence 

posture and warfighting capability on the 

northern front where medium-category tanks 

cannot reach. 

 



While India has a robust tank force, all of them 

are heavy main battle tanks — T72s, T90s and the 

Arjun — considered more suitable for operations in 

the plains. 

While these tanks have been sent to the 

Himalayan border as well, navigating them to 

difficult borders has been a major issue. 

India has operated light tanks in the past that 

came in handy during the 1947-48 Kashmir 
operations as well as the 1962 war but these have 

been slowly phased out as the world moved to 

heavier armour. 



Recovery Losing Steam 

Key economic indicators such as e-way bills, 

mobility indices, labour participation rates and 

electricity consumption are down in July so far 

compared with their levels over the same period in 

June. 

Disease will need to be brought under control. 

Localised lockdowns being re-imposed across 

several cities. 

The Nomura India Business Resumption Index 
(NIBRI), a weekly measure, fell to 66.8 for the 

seven days ended July 12 from 69.3 on July 5 and 

70.5 at the end of June. 



Centre, Please Step In 
LLs are choking a national economy. 

Why Centre is not responding? 

LLs are real threat of green shoots. 

More than 40 crore of 130 crore Indians are under 
various forms of lockdown currently. 

Most of them live and work in major centres of 
economic activity. 

Good numbers in MGNREGA, Bumper Harvest of Agri 
Products etc is good, but from last 30 years India 
grows on the back of its urban demand and industrial 
performance. 

 



Data shows it’s very difficult to conclude that a 

14-day or 10-day or a weekend LL will tamp 

down — or has tamped down — infection spread. 

Delhi saw a massive spike in cases and positivity 

rate soon after the national lockdown lifted. 

State and local governments are still in panic 

over rising infections because they are not 

testing enough and so are not in a position to 

impose micro isolations. 

That’s why the Centre needs to step in.  

 



States must be reminded, politely but clearly, 

that ramped up testing and small containment 

zones are the answer to infection spikes. 

Spluttering economic recovery is against their 

self-interest. 

State government borrowings are already at 

extraordinarily high levels.  

A rational federal structure depends on all actors 

being rational. 

Ultimately, a slowing economic revival will cost 

the Centre dear. 



Land Bank Mapping 

Piyush Goyal said the government is mapping the 

entire land bank available for manufacturing. 

The minister asked the industry to identify such 

units which can be moved to India from other 

countries where they are not viable, and look at 

clusters where an ecosystem can be created where 

all clearances are online. 

He said TVs, ACs and closed circuit TVs have been 

identified as certain sectors where the level of 

indigenisation can increase in the country. 



Big Bang Privatisation Policy 

Big-bang privatisation of public sector 

enterprises. 

Government making a complete exit from non-

strategic sectors and limiting its presence in 

strategic areas. 

Dipam is expected to shortly finalise a draft that 

will designate various sectors as strategic or non-

strategic. 

Banking, petroleum, atomic energy, defence, 

space, and ports are likely to be part of the 

strategic list. 

 



The government has said there will be no more 

than four state run companies in strategic 

sectors. 

The policy is being fine tuned following discussions 

with stakeholder ministries and departments, 

but a final call would be taken on the strategic 

sectors at the highest level. 

The Narendra Modi government had earlier asked 

Niti Aayog to prepare a list of public sector units 

for strategic sale. 
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 Do you know?  

Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of the gift of knowledge” 

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks  


