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QUARANTINE CAMPS FOR MIGRANT WORKERS

Centre directed all states to quarantine migrant workers reaching their 
borders

Quarantine them all in temporary shelters for a mandatory two-week period 
after proper medical screening.

Estimated 300,000 migrant workers have breached the lockdown and hit the 
roads.

Order: commercial establishments, factories and shops must pay wages to all 
workers without any deduction, for the period their establishments are under 
closure due to the lockdown.



Landlords of properties where migrants are staying will “not demand 
payment of rent for a period of one month”.

Any landlord forcing labourers to pay rent, according to the order, will be 
liable for action that can lead to a maximum six-month prison sentence or a 
suitable fine under Section 188 of the IPC.



RELIEF PACKAGE

Finance Ministry: ₹1.75 lakh crore will be given to “80 crore poorest Indians” 
under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) over three months
starting April 1.

Participants in the direct benefit transfer (DBT) architecture such as banks, 
ATM operators, Bank Mitras and fintech companies running payment systems 
aren’t sure if the process will function seamlessly.

Challenges include
Adequate cash in ATMs

Operational efficiency of the Aadhaarenabled Payment System (AePS)

Negligible digital payment acceptance infrastructure in rural areas

Many don’t have bank accounts 

Many have bank accounts but they are not linked with Aadhaar



There are an estimated 1.1 billion operational bank accounts, of which 800 
million have been seeded with Aadhaar.

DBT model depends on the JAM



ECOMM OPS

India’s top online grocers and e-retailers have restored operations in larger 
cities.

Current issue: massive backlog of orders and shortage of workers

For customers there will be longer delivery times.

As factories closed and trucking companies faced stoppages at state 
borders, deliveries to consumers — both online and at offline stores — have 
been delayed.

Keeping the small format retail store opened 24/7 is the key to ensure that 
everyone gets enough essential supply. 



NEED FOR GLOBAL COOPERATION

Billions have been impacted, pillars of the global order are in a state of full 
or partial lockdown, unable even with advanced technologies and proficient 
health care systems to protect their populations, exposing the vulnerabilities of 
the developing world. 

The G-20 video conference indicates that an effort, albeit delayed, to 
address the pandemic collectively is beginning to take shape.

The earlier G-7 meeting could not issue a joint statement because the 
Americans wanted a reference in it to the “Wuhan virus”, which the others 
opposed so as to retain the focus on international cooperation and not 
apportion blame.



If the G-20 had failed to issue a communique for this reason, its own future as 
well as prospects of any coordinated international cooperation to combat the 
virus would have been jeopardised. 

G-20: $5 trillion into the global economy

Sectoral steps in public health, employment, technology, global supply
chains, aid to developing countries, and those by the WHO, IMF and World
Bank have been outlined.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi appropriately focused on a new 
humanitarian approach to globalisation and multilateralism, building WHO’s 
capacity for early warning and development of effective vaccines, freely 
sharing the benefits of medical research and development and establishing 
new crisis management protocols. 



Agreeing broadly on what is required to be done is one thing, doing it is 
another, especially as collective international action to deal with shared 
challenges is diminishing.

Anti-globalisation sentiments have grown in the developed world, and many 
in these countries will view the current pandemic as a product of rampant 
globalisation. 

Yet, the only way to combat is through global effort. 

Multilateralism, which is organically linked to globalisation, is on the decline, 
and yet without a multilateral framework in place, effective measures to 
combat the pandemic cannot be taken.



The unavoidable lockdown in China that has caused disruptions in the global 
supply chains will now motivate countries to cut reliance on China for critical 
supplies by building domestic capacities or moving production elsewhere. 

China has made things worse for itself and for global cooperation by self-
righteously denying that it is the origin of the virus, even blaming the US 
military for planting it in Wuhan and the boorish behaviour of its diplomats 
abroad against any local allusions to its Chinese origin.

China’s effort to create a parallel narrative, to project itself now as a 
generous partner in handling the mega-crisis.



MSME 

More than one fourth of India's 69 million MSMEs may shut shop if the 
lockdown extends beyond four to eight weeks.

Majority of them will have a cash crunch.

Ravi Venkatesan, chairman, Global Alliance for Mass Entrepreneurship 
(GAME): 19% to 43% of the MSMEs may disappear if the crisis persists 4 or 
8 weeks.

Venkatesan, who was formerly co-chairman of Infosys and chairman of Bank 
of Baroda, said GAME is also in the process of creating a $100-million Small 
Business Stabilisation Fund to help these small businesses tide over this crisis. 



This fund, which is likely to be set up in a couple of weeks, would be used to 
disburse low-interest loans to these small businesses. 

Small businesses might get a moratorium of up to three months for 
repayment of such loans.

The MSME sector, which has created more than 90% of the jobs in India, 
expects a large number of these jobs to disappear if lockdown is extended 
for long. 

Hospitality industry, which employs 4 crore people, could see 1.2 crore of 
those jobs disappear at the end of this crisis; while the retail industry, which 
employs 4.6 crore people, may face up to 1.1 crore job loss. 



INTERIM DISPUTE SETTLEMENT SYSTEM

The European Union, China, Australia, Singapore and Canada, among 
others, have agreed for an interim mechanism for appeals to resolve trade 
disputes with the World Trade Organization‘s (WTO) dispute settlement 
mechanism becoming defunct.

The Multi-party Interim Appeal Arbitration Arrangement (MPIA), set up 
under Article 25 of the Dispute Settlement Undertaking, offers arbitration 
outside the Appellate Body contingent upon mutual agreement of the parties. 

The arrangement was finalised on March 27.

The mechanism comes in the wake of the US blocking the appointment of 
judges for more than two years, crippling the multilateral trade agency’s 
dispute settlement mechanism.



It applies to any future dispute between any two or more participating 
members and will apply only as long as the Appellate Body is unable to 
hear new appeals.

“The participating members request the WTO Director General to ensure the 
availability of a support structure meeting these criteria,” they said in the 
proposed arrangement.
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