
CONTROVERSY WITH 

CHINA’S J-20 FIGHTER 





INTRODUCTION 



The Chengdu J-20 also known as Mighty Dragon is 

a twinjet all-weather stealth fighter aircraft developed 

by China's Chengdu Aerospace Corporation  

Since late 1990s , this fighter jet 

was under development process 



Chinese state media reported in 

October 2017 that the designs 

of J-20 had been finalized, and 

was ready for mass production 

as well as being combat-ready 

Several designs and 

prototypes were made and 

rejected during the process 





RECENT SCENARIO 



China has deployed its premier fighter jets over 

its nearby seas to counter mounting U.S. 

military involvement in Asia, analysts say 



Domestically made Chengdu J-20 stealth fighter aircraft 

are stationed in the country's south for missions in the 

South China and East China seas, as well as around 

Taiwan, according to experts and media reports from Asia. 



Peter Layton, a visiting 

fellow at the Griffith Asia 

Institute in Australia 

added that China’s 
message to the world is: 

“Any foreign military 
aircraft intruding into 

China’s claimed 
airspace in the East and 

South China Sea may 

now be intercepted by 

J-20s.” 



The J-20 began "routine training sessions" and combat patrols 

in the two seas, Beijing's government-regulated Global Times 

news website said on April 13,2022.  



Experts say the deployment of the J-20s shows two 

things:   (reported CNN) 

  

• China’s increased confidence in its military abilities 

 

• It’s warning to other countries with a stake in the 
territorial dispute. 





"Presumably, this gives something it can go toe-

to-toe with the U.S. over Taiwan or the East 

China Sea," said Gregory Poling, director of the 

Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative at the 

Washington-based Center for Strategic and 

International Studies 



CONTROVERSY 



It has been accused that The J-20 

and F-35 show a resemblance  



Edward Snowden revealed 

in leaked documents in 

2007 that Lockheed Martin 

was aware of a data breach 

regarding the F-35 that 

involved Chinese hackers. 



Ten years later, the Chinese reportedly acted again by targeting an 

Australian defence contractor working with the F-35 program. 

This activity involved stolen secrets about the American stealth 

fighter using hacking code attributed to the Chinese. 



Australia Is A Victim 

“An official at the Australian Signals 
Directorate told in a conference that 

hackers broke into the contractor’s 
computers and stole sensitive 

information about Australia’s warplanes 
and navy vessels including Australia’s 
$14 billion Joint Strike Fighter 

program,” according to Patricia 

Karvelas of the Australian Broadcasting 

Corporation in 2017. 



Suspicions of The US 

Department of Defense 

The Pentagon also revealed in a China military power report in 

2019 that the Chinese regularly engage in cyber espionage 

against Americans to steal defence technology. 



Suspicion of Stealing the 

Advanced Sensor Tech 

One of the most noticeable aspects of the J-20 resemblance to the F-

35 is the Lockheed Martin sensor suite called the Electro-Optical 

Targeting System mounted on the “blended wing-body front end.”  



Lockheed Martin's infrared sensor systems provide 

advanced precision targeting, navigation, threat 

detection and next generation intelligence. 

This is the essence of the F-35’s targeting that 
enhances the pilot’s situational awareness and 
allows laser-guided munitions to be effective.  



Having this technology under the nose of the fighter would enable the J-20 

Mighty Dragon to have a substantial upgrade over its own indigenous 

system. It would help the J-20 increase its multi-role capabilities to strike 

ground targets and intercept other fighters. 



The Mighty Dragon Is A 

Versatile Platform 

It is thought to have Airborne Early Warning and 

Command and Control capabilities, enabling it to share 

valuable targeting data with other fighters and bombers. 



Better Indigenously Created Engines 

The J-20 also has a stand-off missile launch – an 

ability to stay out of range of enemy air defences 

and pickle off missiles beyond visual range. 



The fighter has a homegrown engine called the WS-15 afterburning 

turbofan that is an improvement over the original propulsion system 

made by the Russians. 

This enables the J-20 to reach a maximum speed close to Mach 2 

(1,535 miles per hour) with a ceiling of 60,000-feet and a range of 

nearly 700-miles. China may have up to 50 J-20s. 



Careless Approach 



If the stolen technology accusations are true, it 

portends a need for the F-35 subcontractors to 

be extra vigilant regarding cyber hygiene.  

The Chinese hackers are 

adept at finding weaknesses 



Poor cyber habits of individual users 

who work in dozens of companies that 

supply components to the F-35 program 

in international defence firms are 

unknowingly giving hands to Chinese 

Cyber espionage motives 



Sometimes warfare comes down to which side wants it 

more and the Chinese are sure to pursue any means 

possible to advance capabilities with their new warplanes. 



POSSIBLE THREATS 



J-20’s wide radius of action means it could patrol further out to sea, 

or stay longer in areas like the East China Sea, said Peter Layton, a 

visiting fellow at the Griffith Asia Institute in Australia 

1 Disputed Waters 



Beijing calls about 90% of the 3.5 million-

square-km South China Sea its own, clashing 

with the claims of Brunei, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan.  

Asian governments value the 

sea for oil, natural gas, 

shipping lanes and fisheries. 



"At the least, China says the South China Sea 

belongs to it, while the U.S.-side action is to 

push for internationalizing it . China doesn't 

want it that way. I think each side is displaying 

these [aircraft] for the other to show how 

powerful they are.“ 

                          :- Huang Kwei-bo 

 (Associate professor of diplomacy at National 

Chengchi University in Taipei) 



2 
Move to stand 

against QUAD 

China is no underdock and understands QUAD’s objectives against 
China and efforts to increase presence & engagment in the region 



3 

As stated before China wants to reduce American 

influence in the region and especially near Taiwan 

under present circumstances 

Reduce influence 



China claims almost all of the vast South China Sea as its 

sovereign territory. It has been building up and militarizing 

its facilities there, turning islands into military bases and 

airstrips, and allegedly creating a maritime militia that 
could have hundreds of boats. 



Meanwhile, in the East 

China Sea, China claims 

sovereignty over the 

Japanese-controlled 

Senkaku Islands, also 

known as the Diaoyu 
Islands. 



In recent years, the US has reiterated 

its promise to defend the Japanese 

islands and Taiwan in the event of 

foreign aggression. 



4 Taiwan, Vietnam on alert 

J-20s will probably help project Beijing's 

claims to the Paracel Islands in the South 

China Sea. That island chain is near the 

Chinese coast and contested vigorously by 

Vietnam. Vietnam, a historic Russian ally, 

has grown closer to the United States over 

the past decade as China expands at sea. 



"Hanoi has repeatedly protested against China's 

deployment of weapons of all types in the 

South China Sea, but that does not change 

China's behavior,"  

           :- said Nguyen Thanh Trung, director of 

the Saigon Center for International Studies at 

the University of Social Sciences and 

Humanities in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 





"The deployment of advanced J-20 jets 

may be interpreted by the Vietnamese 

government as China's incremental 

ambition to exert China's claimed 

sovereignty in the South China Sea 

airspace," Nguyen Thanh Trung said 



Chinese newspaper Global Times citing 

military experts said that the deployment is 

intended to “better safeguard China’s airspace 
security and maritime interests.” 



Q) Which of the following is the largest 

archipelagic country in the world? 

 

A. Andaman-Nicobar 

B. Indonesia 

C. Japan 

D. Philippines 



Ans: B 

 

Explanation: Indonesia is the largest archipelagic country in the world, extending 

5,120 kilometres (3,181 mi) from east to west and 1,760 kilometres (1,094 mi) 

from north to south. According to a geospatial survey conducted between 2007 

and 2010 by the National Mapping Agency, Indonesia has 13,466 islands, 

scattered over both sides of the equator, and with about 6,000 of them are 

inhabited. Hence, B is the correct option. 



QUESTION 




