
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 50 

Philip and the Ethiopian 

! Get out a map or a globe. Find Ethiopia on the map. Now google or look in your Bible 
and find it on the Biblical times map. What do you think is the same or different from then and now? 
How long would it take you to get to Ethiopia today? How would you travel there? What things do you 
think you might see?  Share your highs/lows and God moments with one another! 

! Read Acts 8:26-40 or the story of Philip and the Ethiopian in the Spark Storybook Bible or 
other children’s Bible of your choice: As you read the story, stop and write down your reflections or 
questions as you go.  

Conversations Starters:  

For Children:  

• Who was leading Philip and telling what to do and where to go? How do you think he knew this 
messenger was from God?  

• Philip starts reading from the Bible but he doesn’t understand. Who helps him? What does he 
learn? What does he do then when he sees water? Who helps you read and understand the Bible? 
Who can you help?  

• The Ethiopian man learned about God and wanted to be baptized! So what did he do when he 
saw the water? What do you do when you see water?  

• Philip baptized him right away! How does your church or family do baptism?  

• The man knew from reading the Bible that nothing could stop him from being apart of God’s 
love so he wanted to be baptized. That is one way we remember God’s spirit is with us. What are 
some other ways we remember or show the world?  

• It says that once he was baptized, the Spirit snatched Philip up and away and sent him to a new 
place. This sounds amazing! What do you think it was like for Philip to be in once place and then 
a whole new one right away?  

For Youth/Adults: 

• The Ethiopian man was inspired by scripture but also looking for teaching. How do we read 
scripture in different ways—study, devotion, contextual, literary, others? Which ways of reading 
scripture speak to you? What other ways does God speak to you besides scripture?  



• Philip came alongside the man—like accompaniment. We talk about accompaniment being a 
way of walking with one another. Who has accompanied you on your journey of learning 
scripture? Who have you accompanied? What other ways have you walked with or been walked 
with and how was it meaning for you?  

• Look over some of your questions from the reading. Were they partially answered by the end of 
the passage? If there are things that you still wonder about this passage, talk about those ideas 
with your family or friend. If they are not a part of this bible study, invite them to read the story 
with you for conversation. 

• The Spirit gets really active and involved in this story, sending Philip here and there and letting 
him know just what to do. Wonder for bit together what that would be like or if you have had 
experiences like that.  

Activities for All:  

• Spend some more time researching Ethiopia and the kind of place it is to live now and/or what 
historical sites are present for different faith communities.  

• Read this passage, or another one that is a favorite (go back through this study or pick a psalm!) 
Read it in 4 different versions and see how they are the same are different. Different ones to try 
are NRSV, NIV, CEV, The Message, etc.  

• Write a letter of gratitude to someone who has mentored you or walked along side you.  Mail it 
or email it and open up conversation. If they have died go ahead and write the letter anyway, 
what would you like to say to him/her. 

• Remember your baptism! This is always fun! Have a water games day in your yard, head to the 
pool, or go to a waterpark. Mark one another with the sign of the cross and say Remember you 
are a child of God today and always!  

! Pray for each other’s highs and lows for the week. This week focus on prayers of walking 
alongside one another and learning to hear God’s spirit in scripture and in our everyday world.  

! +The Spirit Sends you here and there and everywhere in love!+ 


