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Consider the following statements and choose the correct one 

 

1. Keystone species have low functional redundancy  

2. Corals are a key example of a foundation species 

3. Flagship species play a major role in creating or maintaining a 

habitat. 

 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All of the above  

 

 



• Ans a 

• A keystone species is an organism that helps define an entire 

ecosystem. It plays a critical role in maintaining the structure of an 

ecological community and whose impact on the community is 

greater than would be expected based on its relative abundance or 

total biomass. 

• Keystone species have low functional redundancy. This means that 

if the species were to disappear from the ecosystem, no other 

species would be able to fill its ecological niche. The ecosystem 

would be forced to radically change, allowing new and possibly 

invasive species to populate the habitat. 



• A flagship species is a species selected to act as an 

ambassador, icon or symbol for a defined habitat, issue, 

campaign or environmental cause. 

• Flagship species are usually relatively large, and considered to 

be ‘charismatic’ in western cultures.   

• Foundation species play a major role in creating or maintaining 

a habitat. 

• Corals are a key example of a foundation species 

 



The Consider the following statements  regarding ‘ornate narrow-
mouthed frog’  
1. It is found in Rajasthan state?  

2. Currently It is classifies the species as “Least Concern”  in 
(IUCN)  list 

 

Select the correct code:  

 a) 1 only  

 b) 2 only  

 c) none  

 d) all of the above 



• Ans b 

• The ornate narrow-mouthed frog is present only in Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. However, 

the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

currently classifies the species as “Least Concern” based on 
the outdated information that it is widespread. 

•  The ornate narrow-mouthed frog , thought to be widely-

distributed in Asia ,is seen only in peninsular India and Sri 

Lanka. 



Find the correct matches among the following: 

                  Terminology            Definition 

1. Creeping inflation          Range of increase is in Single digit over 

a  longer period 

2. Galloping inflation          Range is very large, prices shoot up 

overnight 

3. Hyper inflation                Very high increase running to double or 

triple digit 

 

Select the code from following: 

A.  1 only 

B.  2 only 

C.  2 and 3 only 

D.  1 and 2 only 

 



• Ans a 

• Creeping inflation or low inflation takes place over a longer 

period and range of increase is usually in single digit. Example is 

monthly inflation which increases from say 2.5 to 2.7 to 3.0. 

• Galloping inflation is the very high inflation running to double 

digit or triple digit. Example is Latin American countries of 

Argentina, Chile, Brazil in the 1970s and 1980s where inflation run 

from 50 to 700 percent. 

• Hyperinflation – In this case the range of inflation is not only very 

high but shoots up in a very short period of time usually 

overnight. Example of Germany after the First world war in the 

early 1920s. Such an inflation quickly leads to a complete loss of 

confidence in the domestic currency and people start opting for 

other forms of money, as for example physical assets, gold and 

foreign currency . 

 



The word E-Kuber seen in news refers to 

 

A.  Sovereign wealth Bonds launched by the Indian government 

B.  An online portal developed by the RBI to enable trading of 

Government bonds amongst banks 

C.  A Government of India initiative to infuse capital into public 

sector banks 

D.  Core Banking Solution of the RBI 

 



• E-Kuber is the Core Banking solution of the RBI implemented in 

2012. 

• Core Banking System will allow the customers to access their 

accounts from anywhere , irrespective of where they have 

physically opened the accounts. 

• All branches of Commercial Banks and Regional Rural Banks 

are brought under the core banking fold. 

 



Consider the following statements in regard to representatives of 

UTs in the second chamber:  

 

1. They are indirectly elected by members of an electoral college 

specially constituted for the purpose.  

2. The Constitution has empowered the Parliament to prescribe the 

manner of choosing the representatives of the UTs to the second 

chamber.  

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 



• Ans b 

• The Constitution has empowered the Parliament to prescribe the 

manner of choosing the representatives of the UTs in the Lok 

Sabha (but not second chamber i.e., Rajya Sabha).  

 

• The representatives of each union territory in the Rajya Sabha are 

indirectly elected by members of an electoral college specially 

constituted for the purpose. This election is also held in 

accordance with the system of proportional representation by 

means of the single transferable vote.  

• Note: Out of the seven union territories, only two (Delhi and 

Puducherry) have representation in Rajya Sabha. The populations 

of other five union territories are too small to have any 

representative in the Rajya Sabha. 



Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Upper House’ of 
Parliament:  

1. Unlike lower House, the dissolution of Upper House takes place 

after every 6 years.  

2. According to Constitution the term of members of Rajya Sabha is 

fixed as 6 years.  

3. The retiring members are eligible for re – election in Rajya Sabha 

only twice.  

 

Which of the above statements are correct?  

a) 1 and 2  

b) 2 and 3  

c) 3 only  

d) None of the above  

 



• Ans d 

• All the options are incorrect.  

• The Rajya Sabha (first constituted in 1952) is a continuing 

chamber, that is, it is a permanent body and not subject to 

dissolution. However, one-third of its members retire every 

second year. Their seats are filled up by fresh elections and 

presidential nominations at the beginning of every third year.  

• The retiring members are eligible for re-election and 

renomination any number of times.  

• The Constitution has not fixed the term of office of members of 

the Rajya Sabha and left it to the Parliament. Accordingly, the 

Parliament in the Representation of the People Act (1951)  



In the context of the Indian history, ‘cartaz’ system refers to? 

 

A.  Portuguese introduced this system for the purpose of political 

activity in India 

B.  System refers to the permission for other European companies 

can do the trade with India 

C.  Anyone who passes the Portuguese territories must buy 

permits otherwise they supposed to be captured 

D.  This system responsible for spread the Christianity in India and 

Asia 

 



• Ans c 

• Portuguese Cartaz system referred to a naval trade license or 

pass issued by the Portuguese in Indian Ocean during the 

sixteenth century. 

• A similar system used by British was navicert system in 20th 

century. 

 



Which of the following was / were recommendations of the Saddler 

Commission? 

 

1. Creation of Boards of Secondary Education in the Provinces 

2. Making Education a Provincial subject 

3. Seperation of secondary education from University education 

 

choose the correct one 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All of the above  

 

 



• Ans D 

 

• The successors of Lord Curzon did not take any active interest in 

the improvement of the education system. The education system 

was ‘overloaded’ and the universities worked merely as 
examining bodies. A fresh commission under Dr. M E Saddler of 

Leeds University was set up to study and report the problems of 

university education. This was called Saddler Commission or 

Calcutta University Commission. 

• The major objective of this commission was to free the 

universities from the burden of the secondary education, so that 

the wholly focus on the Higher education. This resulted in the 

creation of Board of secondary education in the Provinces; 

United Provinces was the first to have such board. 



 

 

• The secondary education was separated from the University 

education and admission to the university was upgraded from 

metric level to intermediate level. 

• The Saddler Commission also recommended the use of mother 

tongue as a medium of instruction in the intermediate colleges. 

The Education was made a ” provincial subject”. 
• Creation of Inter University Board for coordination among the 

universities. 

• As far as Calcutta University is concerned, this commission gave 

the following recommendations: 

• More powers should be given to the university. 

 

 

 



 

• A full time paid Vice Chancellor should be appointed in the 

University. 

• Provisions should be made to differentiate the Pass Course from 

the Honors course. 

• A residential university should be established at Dhaka. 

• A special board of women education should be set up in Calcutta 

University. 

• The above recommendations were accepted and implemented in 

due course of time. After independence UGC was established in 

1953 with the recommendation of a similar Radha Krishna 

Commission. 

 



Which of the following act of British also known as Anarchical and 

Revolutionary Crimes Act of 1919? 

 

A.  The Press Act of 1910 AD 

B.  Multi- fanged Defense of Indian Rules 1915 AD 

C.  Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act 1908 AD 

D.  Rowlatt Act 1919 AD 

 



• Ans d 

 

• The Anarchical and Revolutionary Crime Act, 1919 

• Governor General Chelmsford had appointed a committee under 

the chairmanship of Justice Sydney Rowlatt in 1917 for 

retrospections of the nature of revolution and for suggestion which 

was popularly known as ‘Rowlatt Committee’.  In 1918, committee 

submitted its report with recommendation for punitive as well as 

preventive measures. This act empowered the government to 

arrest any person without warrant and can detent for two years 

without trial. 

 



• Provisions of Act 

• The Governor-General had power to implement the Act to any 

area. 

• The Act envages for the speedy trial of offences. 

• In the interest of public safety, suspected persons could be 

arrested and confined. 

• It provided that persons interned under the Defence of India Act 

may not be released 
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