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27th May 



Q1. Consider the following statements about regional groupings in 
Asia: 

1. Pakistan is a member of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO). 

2. Afghanistan is a member of SCO as well as SAARC. 

3. Nepal and Bhutan are the members of both SAARC and BIMSTEC. 

4. India is a member of SCO, SAARC and BIMSTEC. 

 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1,3 and 2  

(b) 1,4 and 3  

(c) 1,3 and 4  

(d) All of the above  

 

 



• Ans c 

 

• Pakistan is a member of the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO). 

• Afghanistan is member of SAARC but not a member of SCO. It has 

observer status in SCO. 

• Nepal and Bhutan are the members of both SAARC and BIMSTEC. 

• India is member of all three organisations. 

 

 



Q2. The RBI recently introduced Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR) 

requirement for the NBFC sector. Which of the following correctly 

explains what LCR is? 

 

A. It is the proportion of the total cash deposits to be reserved by the 

financial institutions with themselves. 

B. It is the proportion of the total cash deposits to be kept in the current 

account with RBI. 

C. It is the proportion of total deposits to be invested only in central 

government and state government securities. 

D. It is the proportion of high quality liquid assets to be held by financial 

institutions. 



• Ans d 

• The liquidity coverage ratio (LCR) refers to the proportion of High 

Quality Liquid Assets (HQLA) held by financial institutions, to ensure 

their ongoing ability to meet short-term obligations. These high-

quality liquidity assets can be cash deposits, government bonds or 

even highly rated bonds. 



Q3. The Orchha Town was recently in news consider the following 
statements in it’s context  
1. It is Situated on the banks of the river Betwa, in Madhya Pradesh. 

2.  It has been included in tentative list of Heritage Sites 
of  archaeological survey of  India 

 

choose the correct one 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) none  

d) all of the above  

 

 

 



• Ans a 

• The Orchha town of Madhya Pradesh has been included in tentative list 

of the World Heritage Sites of United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 

• It is Situated on the banks of the river Betwa, in Niwari district of 

Bundelkhand region of Madhya Pradesh. 

• The town is celebrated for its rich and ancient architecture of Chaturbhuj 

Temple, Orchha Fort Complex, and Raja Mahal among others. It is 

famous for its two elevated minarets – Saavan and Bhadon; and four 

palaces – Jahangir Palace, Rai Praveen Mahal, Raja Mahal, and 

Sheesh Mahal. 

• The site houses ‘Sri Ram Raja Mandir’. It is the only place in India 
where Lord Ram is worshipped as a King, not as a deity, with this 

dedicated temple in his name. 

 



Q4. Consider the following statements about Elephant Bonds and choose 

the correct one 

1. These are  the 25-year sovereign bonds in which people declaring 

undisclosed income will be bound to invest 50 per cent. 

2. fund, made from these bonds, will be utilized only for Micro, Small & 

Medium Enterprises. 

 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) none  

d) all of the above 



• Ans a 

 

• A high level government-appointed committee on trade and industry 

has suggested it to issue ‘Elephant Bonds’ to people for declaring 
undisclosed income to mandatorily invest 50%. 

• Elephant Bonds: 

• Elephant Bonds are the 25-year sovereign bonds in which people 

declaring undisclosed income will be bound to invest 50 per cent. 

• The fund, made from these bonds, will be utilized only for 

infrastructure projects. 

 





Q5. In the context of the prehistoric art forms of India, the Paintings at 

‘Bhimbetka’ belong to which of the following period(s)? 

1. Upper Palaeolithic 

2. Mesolithic 

3. Chalcolithic 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All of the above  
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• Ans d 

 

• Earliest rock paintings in India have been reported from Upper 

Palaeolithic times (40000-10000 BC). Richest paintings belonging to 

prehistoric times in India are found in Bhimbetka. Paintings from all 

periods from Upper Palaeolithic, Mesolithic (10000-7000 BC) and 

Chalcolithic (Around 3000 BC) are found here. (Thus, all the options 

are correct). Themes of paintings found here are of great variety 

ranging from daily life events to sacred and royal images. Bhimbetka 

rock paintings are located in the Raisen District in the Indian state of 

Madhya Pradesh about 45 kilometres (28 mi) southeast of Bhopal. It is 

a UNESCO world heritage site that consists of seven hills and over 

750 rock shelters distributed over 10 kilometres 



Q6. Concerning Indian history, who among the following represents one of 

the past Buddhas or Manushi Buddha? 

 

A. Shakyamuni 

B. Rishabhdeva 

C. Maitreya 

D. Dipankara 



• Ans d 

• According to Buddhist tradition, there were 24 past Buddhas before 

Buddha. Out of these 24 Buddhas first one is called as Dipankara. 

• Shakyamuni was another name of Gautama Buddha.  

• Rishabhdeva was first Tirthankara of Jainism.  

• Maitreya is future Buddha to be born as last Buddha 

 



Q7. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Nataraja’ Bronze 
statue of Chola period: 

1. Shiva’s dancing position is associated with destruction and creation of 
the cosmic world. 

2. Shiva is shown balancing himself on his left leg and suppressing the 

apasmara, the demon of ignorance. 

3. Shiva’s four arms are outstretched, and the main right hand is posed in 
Abhaya hasta. 

4. The upper right holds the damru to keep on the beat tala. 

 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1,3 and 4  

(b) 1,2 and 3  

(c) 2,4 and 3  

(d) All of the above  

 



• Ans a 

• Shiva is associated with destruction and creation of the cosmic world 

with which Nataraja’s dancing position is associated.  

• In this Chola period bronze sculpture he has been shown balancing 

himself on his right leg and suppressing the apasmara, the demon of 

ignorance or forgetfulness, with the foot of the same leg.  

• At the same time, he raises his left leg in bhujangatrasita stance, which 

represents tirobhava, that is kicking away the veil of Maya or illusion 

from the devotee’s mind. His four arms are outstretched, and the main 
right hand is posed in Abhaya hasta or the gesture suggesting.  

• The upper right hand holds the damru, his favourite musical instrument 

to keep on the beat tala.  

• The upper left-hand carries a flame while the main left hand is held in 

dola hasta and connects with the Abhaya hasta of the right hand. His 

hair locks fly on both the sides touching the circular jvala mala or the 

garland of flames which surrounds the entire dancing figuration. 

 



Q8. Which of the following is NOT a feature of the ‘Gandhara Style’ of 
sculpture? 

 

A. Gandhara sculpture shows ‘Hellenistic’ elements 

B. Buddha is shown with thick curly hairs 

C. Halo’ behind the head is a prominent element of Gandhara style. 

D. Expression of calmness is depicted with half closed eyes 



• Ans c 

• Gandhara style of art shows a mix of various styles like Bactria, Parthian 

and Greco Roman styles. The hellenistic style is a typical style belonging 

to Greco Roman art.  

• In a Hellenistic art form sculptures are more naturalistic, and also 

expressive; there is an interest in depicting extremes of emotion.  

• In Gandhara style, we find Buddha with thick curly hairs. In other styles of 

sculpture like Mathura and Sarnath, we find different hair styles like thin 

hair with hair knot.  

• Halo behind the head of the image is not a prominent feature of 

Gandhara style. We find halo behind the head at Mathura and Sarnath 

school of sculpture making. There is also a difference, at Sarnath we find 

central part of the halo is plain without any decoration. In Mathura school 

of sculpture, we find large halo decorated with simple geometric designs.  

• Buddha is shown with half-closed eyes feature similar to Sarnath school 

of sculpture. The half-closed eyes depicts calmness of the image 

 



Q9. Consider the following statements: 

1. James Princep first deciphered this script. 

2. It was the script used to write in Prakrit language on earliest inscriptions. 

3. Most of the scripts used to write modern Indian languages, are derived 

from this script. 

4. It is the script used in most Ashokan inscriptions. 

 

The above statements hold true for which script? 

A. Kharoshti 

B. Prakrit 

C. Devanagri 

D. Brahmi 



• Ans d 

• Most scripts used to write modern Indian languages are derived from 

Brahmi, the script used in most Asokan inscriptions. From the late 

eighteenth century, European scholars aided by Indian pandits worked 

backwards from contemporary Bengali and Devanagari (the script used 

to write Hindi) manuscripts, comparing their letters with older 

specimens. Scholars who studied early inscriptions sometimes 

assumed these were in Sanskrit, although the earliest inscriptions 

were, in fact, in Prakrit. It was only after decades of painstaking 

investigations by several epigraphists that James Princep was able to 

decipher Asokan Brahmi in 1838 



Q10. In Ancient India, ‘Kutagarashala’ referred to 

 

A. a place where the debate between philosophers took place 

B. a place where the head of a tribe resided. 

C. a place where children of high Brahman family were given education 

D. a place where grains were stored. 



• Ans a 

• Kutagarashala – literally, a hut with a pointed roof – or in groves where 

travelling mendicants halted. Debates between philosophers took place 

here.  

• If a philosopher succeeded in convincing one of his rivals, the followers 

of the latter also became his disciples. So, support for any particular 

sect could grow and shrink over time. Buddhist texts, mention as many 

as 64 sects or schools of thought.  

• Teachers travelled from place to place, trying to convince one another 

as well as laypersons, about the validity of their philosophy or the way 

they understood the world. Thus, option  
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