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the sports section from the prelims perspective. 
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701. Consider the following statements with regard to the Sambhar 

Salt Lake 

1. It is constantly shrinking with the degradation of soil and 

water quality 

2. It is the country’s largest inland fresh water body which 

attracts thousands of migratory birds every year 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2 



A:  

• The world famous Sambhar Salt Lake in Rajasthan, which is 

constantly shrinking with the degradation of soil and water quality and a 

decline in the population of migratory birds, needs a faster restoration for 

conservation of its wetland and salt brine worth $300 million. 

• The lake, situated 80 km south-west of Jaipur, is the country’s 

largest inland saline water body which attracts thousands of 

migratory birds every year. 

• The birds foraging in the Sambhar marshlands had died due to 

avian botulism. 



702. The Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas is recently 

published by: 

a) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

b) Ministry of Earth Science 

c) Survey of India 

d) Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 



Answer: d 

Explanation: 

• Recently, a document published by ISRO (Indian Space Research 

Organisation) named Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas 

shows that Land Degradation and Desertification has increased 

significantly in recent years. 

• The Atlas provides a state wise area of degraded lands for the time 

frame 2018-19. It also provides the change analysis for the duration 

of 15 years, from 2003-05 to 2018-19. 



703. Recently, the use of leaded petrol has been eradicated from the 

globe. Which of the following countries is the last country in the 

world to use leaded petrol? 

a) Nigeria 

b) Algeria 

c) Congo 

d) Sudan  



B 

• The use of leaded petrol has been eradicated from the globe, a 

“milestone” that will prevent more than 1.2 million premature deaths 

and save world economies more than $2.4 trillion annually, the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said. 

• Algeria – the last country to use the fuel – exhausted its supplies recently. 

• When UNEP launched its campaign in 2002, many leading 

economic powers had already stopped using the fuel, including the 

United States, China and India. 

• The main difference between leaded petrol and unleaded petrol is 
the additive tetraethyl lead. 



704. With regard to the All-India elephant and tiger population 

estimation in 2022, consider the following statements 

1. For the first time, combine elephant and tiger population 

estimationhas been carried out 

2. Asian elephants are listed as "Endangered" on the IUCN Red 

List of threatened species 

3. It is being carried out by the Ministry of Forest, Environment 

and Climate Change 



Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2  

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



D 

• Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri 

Bhupender Yadav today released the population estimation protocol 

to be adopted in the exercise  to be taken up for the All India 

elephant and tiger population estimation in 2022. 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC), for the first time is converging elephant and tiger 

population estimation, the protocol for which was released today on 

the occasion of World Elephant Day. 



• Asian elephants are listed as "Endangered" on the IUCN Red List 

of threatened species. 

• Indian Elephant has also been listed in the Appendix I of the 

Convention of the Migratory species in the recently concluded 

Conference of Parties of CMS 13 at Gandhi Nagar, Gujarat in 

February 2020. 

• Elephant is the Natural Heritage Animal of India and India also 

celebrates this day to spread awareness towards conservation of 

the species. 



705. Which of the following cities has been declared as the first 'water 

plus' city of India under the Swachh Survekshan 2021? 

a) Nagpur 

b) Indore 

c) Cherra punji 

d) Thiruvananthapuram 



B 

• Indore, the country's cleanest city, has now been declared as the 

first 'water plus' city of India under the SwachhSurvekshan 2021.  

• Swachh Survekshan is an annual survey of cleanliness, hygiene 

and sanitation in cities and towns across India launched as part of 

the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

• According to the guidelines of Water Plus Protocol of Swachh 

Survekshan, 1,746 public and 5,624 domestic sewer outfalls in 25 small 

and big nullahs were tapped by the Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC) 

which also freed the city's Kanh and Saraswati rivers from sewer lines. 



706. The ‘Counter MEASURE II’ project to identify sources and 

pathways of plastic pollution in river systems in Asia is funded 

by: 

a) UNEP 

b) Japan 

c) Sweden 

d) International Water Association 



B 

• Impacts of Plastic Pollution on Freshwater Aquatic, Terrestrial and 

Avian Migratory Species in the Asia and Pacific Region Report: 

• This study identifies the impacts of plastic pollution on land and 

freshwater migratory species protected by the Convention on the 

Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). 

• The CMS report is the result of a collaboration between CMS and 

the UN Environment Programme as part of the Japan-funded 

Counter MEASURE II project to identify sources and pathways of 

plastic pollution in river systems in Asia. 



707. The new species of Cascade Frog has been named Adi 

Cascade Frog after the Adi tribe. Adi tribe is a resident of Adi 

Hills which are located in: 

a) Arunachal Pradesh 

b) Mizoram 

c) Tripura 

d) Kerala 



A 

• The new species of Cascade Frog has been named Adi Cascade 

Frog (Amolopsadicola) after the Adi hills, which are home to Adi 

tribes, an indigenous group of people from the Himalayan regions in 

the Arunachal Pradesh. 

• The literal meaning of Adi is "hill" or "mountain top". Historically, this 

region was also known as Abor Hills. 

• The "Cascade Frogs" are named so because of their preference for 

small waterfalls or cascades in flowing hill streams. 



708. The report titled ‘Climate Indicators and Sustainable 

Development: Demonstrating the Inter -connections’ is released 

by: 

a) Botanical Survey of India (BSI) 

b) World Meteorological Organization (WMO)  

c) National Wildlife Federation 

d) Support Nature and Wildlife 



B 

 

• Recently, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has 

published a new report on Climate Indicators and Sustainable 

Development: Demonstrating the Inter-connections.  

 

• Its aim is to contribute to the sustainable development agenda and 

to inspire leaders to take bolder climate action. 



709. Consider the following statements with regard to the Global Air 

Quality Guidelines (AQGs) 

1. It includes the 6 classical pollutants along with Ozone and 

Nitrogen Dioxide 

2. It is released by World Health Organization (WHO) 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



C 

• Recently, the World Health Organisation (WHO) has released new 

Global Air Quality Guidelines (AQGs). 

• The guidelines recommend new air quality levels to protect the 

health of populations, by reducing levels of key air pollutants, some of 

which also contribute to climate change. 

• 6 classical pollutants include particulate matter (PM 2.5 and 10), 

ozone (O₃), nitrogen dioxide (NO₂) sulfur dioxide (SO₂) and carbon 

monoxide (CO). 



710. Consider the following statements with regard to the Uranium 

1. Its high exposure may cause bone toxicity 

2. It can cause impaired renal function and cancer 

3. Uranium is a naturally occurring element found in low levels 

within all rock, soil, and water 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



D 

After arsenic, a study has found uranium contamination in groundwater 

in Bihar, raising concerns over its detrimental impact on people’s 

health. 

• With carcinogenics in uranium, it is dangerous to health; high 

exposure may cause bone toxicity and impaired renal function and 

cancer. 

• According to the study, in Singhbhum district (which was previously 

part of Bihar and now in Jharkhand state), uranium mineralisation is 

associated with Cu(Copper), Ni(Nickel) and sulphides in the 

Singhbhum shear zone, especially the uranium-enriched Central zone 

– – – –
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