
LESSONS THAT INDIA 

CAN DERIVE FROM PISA 



 Recently, India has announced that students from 
Chandigarh, will take part in the Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA) test in 
2021. 

  Before this India has participated in the PISA test 
only once before (in 2009), where India ranked 72nd 
out of 73 countries. 

 The students will be selected by PISA through 
random sampling. The schools run by Kendriya 
Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS), Navodaya Vidyalaya 
Samiti (NVS) and schools in the UT of Chandigarh 
would be participating. 

   

CURRENT AFFAIR 



For Prelims: PISA- Key facts. 

For Mains: Why India stayed away from PISA 

for years and issues associated. 

 Issues relating to development and 

management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Education and Human Resources.  

 

 

RELEVANCE 



 India had taken part in Programme for International 

Student Assessment (PISA) in 2009 and bagged the 72nd 

rank among 74 participating countries . 

  Then UPA government had boycotted PISA, blaming “out 

of context” questions for India‟s dismal performance . 

 Later, the HRD Ministry, under the NDA -II government, 

revisited this decision in 2016 and the Kendriya 

Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) had set up a committee to 

review the matter and submitted its report in December 

2016. 

  The report recommended for participation in test in 

2018.  

 However, India missed the application deadline for the 

2018 cycle. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 



 The PISA is a study done to produce comparable data on 

education policy and outcomes across countries. 

 It was initiated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (OECD) in 2000.  

 It conducts a test every three years, evaluating 15 -year-olds in 

member and non-member countries to assess the quality and 

inclusivity of school systems in these countries.  

 Individual schools are chosen which are approved by the PISA 

governing board and evaluated using stringent criteria. These 

schools represent the country‟s education system.  

WHAT IS PISA? 



 In 2012 PISA test, schools of Shanghai in China 

topped reading, mathematics and science test, 

followed closely by Singapore.  

 

 In 2015, Singapore, Japan and Estonia were ranked 

as top three countries, in that order.  

 

 

TOP PERFORMERS 



PISA is the only international education survey 

to measure the knowledge and skills of 15-

year-olds, an age at which students in most 

countries are nearing the end of their 

compulsory time in school. 

UNIQUENESS 



 The mentality that questions can be only from the 

textbook. 

 Very poor reading ability.  

 Process of answering questions – pattern-matching 

versus problem-solving. 

When Indian students encounter PISA -type 

questions, many of them freeze at the first sign of 

the unfamiliar and decide that they have not „learnt 

this question type‟ and cannot solve it.  

 Low understanding of processes or concepts and 

even comprehension skills.  

  

WHY ASSESSMENTS LIKE THE PISA TURN 

OUT TO BE DIFFICULT FOR MOST INDIAN 

STUDENTS? 



 Despite all evidence emphasizing the need for educational 

equity for success, many educational systems across the 

richest countries remain unequal . 

 On average across OECD countries, 12% of reading 

performance was accounted for by students‟ economic, social 

and cultural background; students from poor and marginalized 

communities are less likely to succeed . 

 Limited social diversity in schools means that disadvantaged 

students are enrolled in schools that have disproportionately 

large concentrations of low achievers –  which may negatively 

affect their performance.  

WHAT LESSONS CAN BE DRAWN FROM 

THE PISA 2018 REPORT? 



 Non-uniformity in quality standards 

 Though, universalization of education has been 

achieved by creating a multiplicity of schools. 

However, these schools are of unequal quality which 

makes it impossible for students from different 

economic groups to meet and learn together. 

 

SYSTEMIC ISSUES IN INDIAN EDUCATION 

SYSTEM 



 Inadequate expenditure 

 PISA results show that there is a positive 

relationship between investment in education and 

average performance . 

 In the Indian education system, the per -child unit 

cost in government-run Kendriya Vidyalaya schools is 

Rs 27,000. 

 The expenditure per child average cost in 

government schools of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar (two 

of the most backward in India) is Rs 7,613 and Rs 

9,583 respectively. 



 Unfulfilled RTE norms 

 The government‟s data suggests that 18.5% of 

India‟s schools continue to lack the necessary 

minimum professional qualifications and a third of 

our schools (34.4%) lack the requisite number of 

teachers as per the Right to Education Act norms.  



 Introduction of formula-based funding approach can 

be a solution, whereby the resources allocated to a 

school depending on its socioeconomic context . 

 Attracting the most qualified teachers. 

 India needs to do more to restore the dignity of the 

teaching profession. 

 Investment in equitable education while addressing 

regional, gender and social disparities can correct 

historic wrongs done to India‟s poor and socially 

disadvantaged. 

WAY AHEAD 




