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Low Sunday
April 24th 2022

Text taken from The Liturgical Year by 

Dom Guéranger:

Our neophytes closed the Octave of the Res-

urrection yesterday. They were before us in 

receiving the admirable mystery; their solemnity 

would finish earlier than ours. This, then, is the 

eighth clay for us who kept the Pasch on the 

Sunday, and did not anticipate it on the vigil. It 

reminds us of all the glory and joy of that Feast 

of Feasts, which united the whole of Christen-

dom in one common feeling of triumph. It is the 

day of light, which takes the place of the Jewish 

Sabbath. Henceforth, the first day of the week is 

to be kept holy. Twice has the Son of God hon-

oured it with the manifestation of His almighty 

power. The Pasch, therefore, is always to be cel-

ebrated on the Sunday; and thus, every Sunday 

becomes a sort of Paschal Feast, as we have 

already explained in the Mystery of Easter.

Our Risen Jesus gave an additional proof of 

His wishing the Sunday to be, henceforth, the 

privileged day. He reserved the second visit He 

intended to pay to all His disciples for this the 

eighth day since His Resurrection. During the 

previous days, He has left Thomas a prey to doubt; but, to-day He shows Himself to this Apostle, as 

well as to the others, and obliges Him, by irresistible evidence, to lay aside His incredulity. Thus does 

our Saviour again honour the Sunday. The Holy Ghost will come down from heaven upon this same day 

of the week, making it the commencement of the Christian Church: Pentecost will complete the glory of 

this favoured day.

Jesus’ apparition to the Eleven, and the victory He gains over the incredulous Thomas, — these are the 

special subjects the Church brings before us today. By this apparition, which is the seventh since His 

Resurrection, our Saviour wins the perfect faith of His disciples. It was impossible not to recognise 

God, in the patience, the majesty, and the charity of Him who showed Himself to them. Here again, our 

human thoughts are disconcerted; we should have thought this delay excessive; it would have seemed 

to us, that our Lord ought to have, at once, either removed the sinful doubt from Thomas’ mind, or pun-

ished him for his disbelief. But no: Jesus is infinite wisdom, and infinite goodness. In His wisdom, He 

makes this tardy acknowledgment of Thomas become a new argument of the truth of the Resurrection; 

in His goodness, He brings the heart of the incredulous disciple to repentance, humility, and love, yea, to 

a fervent and solemn retractation of all his disbelief. We will not here attempt to describe this admira-

ble scene, which holy Church is about to bring before us. We will select, for our today’s instruction, the 

important lesson given by Jesus to His disciple, and, through him, to us all. It is the leading instruction 

of the Sunday, the Octave of the Pasch, and it behooves us not to pass it by, for, more than any other, 

it tells us the leading characteristic of a Christian, shows us the cause of our being so listless in God’s 

service, and points out to us the remedy for our spiritual ailments.
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Jesus says to Thomas: “Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not 

seen, and have believed!” Such is the great truth, spoken by the lips of the God-Man: it is a most import-

ant counsel, given, not only to Thomas, but to all who would serve God and secure their salvation. What 

is it that Jesus asks of His disciple ? Has He not heard him make profession that now, at last, he firmly 

believes? After all, was there any great fault in Thomas’ insisting on having experimental evidence before 

believing in so extraordinary a miracle as the Resurrection? Was he obliged to trust to the testimony of 

Peter and the others, under penalty of offending his divine Master? Did he not evince his prudence, by 

withholding his assent until he had additional proofs of the truth of what his Brethren told him? Yes, 

Thomas was a circumspect and prudent man, and one that was slow to believe what he had heard; he 

was worthy to be taken as a model by those Christians, who reason and sit in judgment upon matters 

of faith. And yet, listen to the reproach made him by Jesus. It is merciful, and, withal, so severe! This 

Jesus has so far condescended to the weakness of His disciple, as to accept the condition, on which 

alone he declares that he will believe: now that the disciple stands trembling before his Risen Lord, and 

exclaims, in the earnestness of faith: “My Lord! and my God!” oh! see how Jesus chides him! This stub-

bornness, this incredulity, deserves a punishment: — the punishment is, to have these words said to 

him: “Thomas! thou hast believed, because thou hast seen!”

Then, was Thomas obliged to believe before having seen? Yes, undoubtedly. Not only Thomas, but all 

the Apostles were in duty bound to believe the Resurrection of Jesus, even before He showed himself to 

them. Had they not lived three years with Him? Had they not seen Him prove himself to be the Messias 

and Son of God by the most undeniable miracles? Had He not foretold them, that He would rise again 

on the third day? As to the humiliations and cruelties of His Passion, had He not told them, a short time 

previous to it, that He was to be seized by the Jews, in Jerusalem, and be delivered to the Gentiles? that 

He was to be scourged, spit upon, and put to death? (Luke 18:32-33)

After all this, they ought to have believed in His triumphant Resurrection, the very first moment they 

heard of His Body having disappeared. As soon as John had entered the sepulchre, and seen the winding 

sheet, he at once ceased to doubt, he believed. But, it is seldom that man is so honest as this; he hesi-

tates, and God must make still further advances, if He would have us give our faith! Jesus condescended 

even to this: He made further advances. He showed Himself to Magdalene and her companions, who 

were not incredulous, but only carried away by natural feeling, though the feeling was one of love for 

their Master. When the Apostles heard their account of what had happened, they were treated as wom-

en, whose imagination had got the better of their judgment. Jesus had to come in person: He showed 

Himself to these obstinate men, whose pride made them forget all that He had said and done, and which 

ought to have been sufficient to make them believe in His Resurrection. Yes, it was pride, for faith has no 

other obstacle than this. If man were humble, he would have faith enough to move mountains.

To return to our Apostle — Thomas had heard Magdalene, and he despised her testimony; he had heard 

Peter, and he objected to his authority; he had heard the rest of his fellow-Apostles and the two dis-

ciples of Emmaus, and no, he would not give up his own opinion. How many there are among us, who 

are like him in this! We never think of doubting what is told us by a truthful and disinterested witness, 

unless the subject touch upon the supernatural; and then, we have a hundred difficulties. It is one of the 

sad consequences left in us by original sin. Like Thomas, we would see the thing ourselves: that alone is 

enough to keep us from the fullness of the truth. We comfort ourselves with the reflection that, after all, 

we are Disciples of Christ; as did Thomas, who kept in union with his brother-Apostles, only he shared 

not their happiness. He saw their happiness, but he considered it to be a weakness of mind, and was 

glad that he was free from it!

How like this is to our modern rationalistic Catholic! He believes, but it is because his reason almost 
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April 24th 2022

forces him to believe; he believes with his mind, 

rather than from his heart. His faith is a sci-

entific deduction, and not a generous longing 

after God and supernatural truth. Hence, how 

cold and powerless is this faith! how cramped 

and ashamed! how afraid of believing too much! 

Unlike the generous unstinted faith of the saints, 

it is satisfied with fragments of truth, with what 

the Scripture terms diminished truths. (Psalm 

11:2) It seems ashamed of itself. It speaks in a 

whisper, lest it should be criticised; and when 

it does venture to make itself heard, it adopts a 

phraseology, which may take off the sound of 

the divine. As to those miracles which it wishes 

had never taken place, and which it would have 

advised God not to work, they are a forbidden 

subject. The very mention of a miracle, particu-

larly if it have happened in our own times, puts 

it into a state of nervousness. The lives of the 

saints, their heroic virtues, their sublime sacri-

fices — it has a repugnance to the whole thing! 

It talks gravely about those who are not of the 

true religion being unjustly dealt with by the 

Church in Catholic countries: it asserts that the 

same liberty ought to be granted to error as to 

truth: it has very serious doubts whether the 

world has been a great loser by the seculariza-

tion of society.

Now, it was the for the instruction of persons of this class that our Lord spoke those words to Thom-

as: Blessed are they who have not seen, and have believed. Thomas sinned in not having the readiness 

of mind to believe. Like him, we also are in danger of sinning, unless our faith have a certain expansive-

ness, which makes us see everything with the eye of faith, and gives our faith that progress which God 

recompenses with a superabundance of light and joy. Yes, having once become members of the Church, 

it is our duty to look upon all things from a supernatural point of view. There is no danger of going too 

far, for we have the teachings of an infallible authority to guide us. The just man liveth by faith. Faith is 

his daily bread. His mere natural life becomes transformed for good and all, if only he be faithful to his 

Baptism. Could we suppose that the Church, after all her instructions to her neophytes, and after all 

those sacred rites of their Baptism which are so expressive of the supernatural life, would be satisfied 

to see them straightaway adopt that dangerous system which drives faith into a nook of the heart and 

understanding and conduct, leaving all the rest to natural principles or instinct? No, it could not be so. 

Let us, therefore, imitate St. Thomas in his confession, and acknowledge that, hitherto, our faith has not 

been perfect. Let us go to our Jesus, and say to him: “Thou art my Lord and my God! But, alas! I have 

many times thought and acted as though Thou wert my Lord and my God in some things, and not in 

others. Henceforth, I will believe without seeing; for I would be of the number of those whom Thou call-

est blessed!”

This Sunday, commonly called with us, Low Sunday, has two names assigned to it in the Liturgy: Qua-

simodo, from the first word of the Introit; and Sunday in albis (or, more explicitly, in albis depositis,) 
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because it was on this day, that the neophytes assisted at the Church services attired in their ordinary 

dress. In the Middle-Ages, it was called Close-Pasch, no doubt in allusion to its being the last day of the 

Easter Octave. Such is the solemnity of this Sunday, that not only is it of a Greater Double rite, but no 

Feast, however great, can ever be kept upon it.

At Rome, the Station is in the Basilica of Saint Pancratius, on the Aurelian Way. Ancient writers have not 

mentioned the reason of this Church being chosen for to-day’s assembly of the Faithful. It may, perhaps, 

have been on account of the Saint’s being only fourteen years old when put to death, a circumstance 

which gave the young Martyr a sort of right to have the Neophytes round him, now that they were re-

turning to their every day life.

As an appropriate prayer, wherewith to close the day, we offer to our readers the following beautiful 

one, wherein the Gothic Church of Spain celebrates the mystery of the eighth day—the Octave of Easter.

O Son begotten of the unbegotten Father! thou again invitest us to honor this eighth day, on which 

thou didst permit thy disciples to see and touch thee. The Sunday, though made before the other days, 

becomes the eighth by following the seven preceding it. It was on this day that thou didst rise from 

the tomb and death; it was on this same thou enteredst where thy disciples were assembled, and, the 

doors being shut, didst honor them by thine inestimable visit. Thou didst thou adorn, with a mystery 

well suited to each, both the beginning and the close of the Pasch; for thy Resurrection struck terror into 

the soldiers that guarded the tomb, and thy apparition confirmed the doubting hearts of thy disciples. 

We, therefore, who possess the knowledge of all these mysteries, beseech thee to grant, that the faith 

whereby we believe, may present us before thee, after this life, free from sin. May neither sloth engender, 

nor indiscreet prying foster, any misgiving of doubt or error concerning thee. Preserve in thy holy name 

them thou hast redeemed by thy precious blood. Let our souls contemplate thee, and vouchsafe to enter 

into our hearts. O thou, that, on this day, didst appear in the midst of thy disciples and greet them with 

peace, abide ever with us. Thou didst breathe upon them the Spirit of life; grant us the consolation of the 

same Holy Spirit.

Low Sunday
April 24th 2022
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St. Mark the Evangelist
April 25th 2022

Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

The cycle of holy Mother Church brings before us today the 

Lion who, together with the Man, the Ox, and the Eagle, stands 

before the throne of God. It was on this day that Mark ascended 

from earth to heaven, radiant with his triple aureole of Evange-

list, Apostle and Martyr.

As the preaching made to Israel had its four great representa-

tives—Isaias, Jeremias, Ezechiel, and Daniel—so, likewise, would 

God have the New Covenant to be embodied in the four Gos-

pels, which were to make known to the world the life and teach-

ings of his divine Son. The holy Fathers tell us that the Gospels 

are like the four streams which watered the garden of pleasure, 

and that this garden was a figure of the future Church. The first 

of the Evangelists—the first to register the actions and words 

of our Redeemer—is Matthew, whose star will rise in Septem-

ber; the second is Mark, whose brightness gladdens us today; 

the third is Luke, whose rays will shine upon us in October; the 

fourth is John, whom we have already seen in Bethlehem, at the 

crib of our Emmanuel.

Mark was the beloved disciple of Peter; he was the brilliant 

satellite of the sun of the Church. He wrote his Gospel at Rome, 

under the eyes of the Prince of the Apostles. The Church was 

already in possession of the history given by Matthew; but the 

faithful of Rome wished their own Apostle to narrate what he 

had witnessed. Peter refused to write it himself, but he bade his 

disciple take up his pen, and the Holy Ghost guided the hand 

of the new Evangelist. Mark follows the account given by Mat-

thew; he abridges it, and yet he occasionally adds a word, or an 

incident, which plainly prove to us that Peter, who had seen and 

heard all, was his living and venerated authority. One would have almost expected that the new Evange-

list would pass over in silence the history of his master’s fall, or at least have said as little as possible 

about it; but no—the Gospel written by Mark is more detailed on Peter’s denial than is that of Matthew; 

and as we read it, we cannot help feeling that the tears elicited by Jesus’ look when in the house of 

Caiphas, were flowing down the Apostle’s cheeks as he described the sad event. Marks’s work being 

finished, Peter examined it and gave it his sanction; the several Churches joyfully received this second 

account of the mysteries of the world’s redemption, and the name of Mark was made known throughout 

the whole earth.

Matthew begins his Gospel with the human genealogy of the Son of God, and has thus realized the 

prophetic type of the Man; Mark fulfills that of the Lion, for he commences with the preaching of John the 

Baptist, whose office as precursor of the Messias had been foretold by Isaias, where he spoke of the 

voice of one crying in the wilderness—as the Lion that makes the desert echo with his roar.

Mark, having written his Gospel, was next to labor as an Apostle. Peter sent him first to Aquileia, where 

he founded an important Church: but this was not enough for an Evangelist. When the time designed 
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by God came, and Egypt, the source of countless errors, was to receive the truth, and the haughty and 

noisy Alexandria was to be raised to the dignity of the second Church of Christendom—the second see 

of Peter—Mark was sent by his master to effect this great work. By his preaching, the word of salvation 

took root, grew up, and produced fruit in that most infidel of nations; and the authority of Peter was 

thus marked, though in different degrees, in the three great cities of the Empire: Rome, Alexandria and An-

tioch.

St. Mark may be called the first founder of the monastic life by his instituting, in Alexandria itself, what 

were called the Therapeutes. To him, also, may be justly attributed the origin of that celebrated Christian 

school of Alexandria which was so flourishing even in the second century.

But glorious as were these works of Peter’s disciple, the Evangelist and Apostle Mark was also to 

receive the dignity of martyr. The success of his preaching excited against him the fury of the idolaters. 

They were keeping a feast in honor of Serapis; and this gave them an opportunity which they were not 

likely to lose. They seized Mark, treated him most cruelly, and cast him into prison. It was there that 

our Risen Lord appeared to him during the night, and addressed him in these words, which afterwards 

formed the arms of the Republic of Venice: “Peace be to thee, Mark, my Evangelist!” To which the disci-

ple answered: &Lord”—for such were his feelings of delight and gratitude that he could say but that one 

word, as it was with Magdalen, when she saw Jesus on the morning of the Resurrection. On the follow-

ing day Mark was put to death by the pagans. He had fulfilled his mission on earth, and heaven opened 

to receive the Lion, who was to occupy the place allotted him near the throne of the Ancient of days, as 

shown to the Prophet of Patmos in his sublime vision.

In the ninth century the west was enriched with the relics of St. Mark. They were taken to Venice; and, 

under the protection of the sacred Lion, there began for that city a long period of glory. Faith in so great 

a patron achieved wonders; and from the midst of islets and lagoons there sprang into existence a city 

of beauty and power. Byzantine art raised up the imposing and gorgeous church which was the palladi-

um of the Queen of the Seas; and the new Republic stamped its coinage with the Lion of St. Mark. Happy 

would it have been for Venice had she persevered in her loyalty to Rome and in the ancient severity of 

her morals.

Saint Mark’s Procession

This day is honored in the Liturgy by what is called Saint Mark’s Procession. The term, however, is not 

a correct one, inasmuch as a procession was a privilege peculiar to April 25 previously to the institution 

of our Evangelist’s feast, which even so late as the sixth century had no fixed day in the Roman Church. 

The real name of this procession is The Greater Litanies. The word Litany means Supplication, and is 

applied to the religious rite of singing certain chants while proceeding from place to place in order to 

propitiate heaven. The two Greek words Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy on us) were also called Litany, 

as likewise were the invocations which were afterwards added to that cry for mercy, and which now 

form a liturgical prayer used by the Church on certain solemn occasions.

The Greater Litanies (or processions) are so called to distinguish them from the Minor Litanies, that is, 

processions of less importance as far as the solemnity and concourse of the faithful were concerned. We 

gather from an expression of St. Gregory the Great that it was an ancient custom in the Roman Church 

to celebrate, once each year, a Greater Litany, at which all the clergy and people assisted. This holy 

Pontiff chose April 25 as the fixed day for this procession, and appointed the Basilica of St. Peter as the 

Station.

St. Mark the Evangelist
April 25th 2022
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St. Mark the Evangelist
April 25th 2022

Several writers on the Liturgy have erroneously confounded 

this institution with the processions prescribed by St. Gregory 

for times of public calamity. It existed long before his time, and 

all that he did was to fix it on April 25. It is quite independent 

of the feast of St. Mark, which was instituted at a much later 

period. If April 25 occur during Easter week, the procession takes 

place on that day (unless it be Easter Sunday), but the feast of 

the Evangelist is not kept till after the octave.

The question naturally presents itself—why did St. Gregory 

choose April 25 for a procession and Station in which everything 

reminds us of compunction and penance, and which would seem 

so out of keeping with the joyous season of Easter? The first to 

give a satisfactory answer to this difficulty was Canon Moretti, 

a learned liturgiologist of the eighteenth century. In a dissertation 

of great erudition, he proves that in the fifth, and probably even 

in the fourth, century, April 25 was observed at Rome as a day 

of great solemnity. The faithful went, on that day, to the Basili-

ca of St. Peter, in order to celebrate the anniversary of the first 

entrance of the Prince of the apostles into Rome, upon which 

he thus conferred the inalienable privilege of being the capital of 

Christendom. It is from that day that we count the twenty-five 

years, two months and some days that St. Peter reigned as 

Bishop of Rome. The Sacramentary of St. Leo gives us the Mass 

of this solemnity, which afterwards ceased to be kept. St. Greg-

ory, to whom we are mainly indebted for the arrangement of the 

Roman Liturgy, was anxious to perpetuate the memory of a day 

which gave to Rome her grandest glory. He therefore ordained 

that the Church of St. Peter should be the Station of the Great 

Litany, which was always to be celebrated on that auspicious 

day. April 25 comes so frequently during the octave of Easter 

that it could not be kept as a feast, properly so called, in honor of 

St. Peter’s entrance into Rome; St. Gregory, therefore, adopted 

the only means left of commemorating the great event.

But there was a striking contrast resulting from this institution, of which the holy Pontiff was fully 

aware, but which he could not avoid: it was the contrast between the joys of Paschal Time and the pen-

itential sentiments wherewith the faithful should assist at the procession and Station of the Great Lita-

ny. Laden as we are with the manifold graces of this holy season, and elated with our Paschal joys, we 

must sober our gladness by reflecting on the motives which led the Church to cast this hour of shad-

ow over our Easter sunshine. After all, we are sinners, with much to regret and much to fear; we have 

to avert those scourges which are due to the crimes of mankind; we have, by humbling ourselves and 

invoking the intercession of the Mother of God and the Saints, to obtain the health of our bodies, and the 

preservation of the fruits of the earth; we have to offer atonement to divine justice for our own and the 

world’s pride, sinful indulgences, and insubordination. Let us enter into ourselves, and humbly confess 

that our own share in exciting God’s indignation is great; and our poor prayers, united with those of our 

holy Mother the Church, will obtain mercy for the guilty, and for ourselves who are of the number.

A day, then, like this, of reparation to God’s offended majesty, would naturally suggest the necessity of 
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joining some exterior penance to the interior dispositions of contrition which filled the hearts of Chris-

tians. Abstinence from flesh meat has always been observed on this day at Rome; and when the Roman 

Liturgy was established in France by Pepin and Charlemagne, the Great Litany of April 25 was, of course, 

celebrated, and the abstinence kept by the faithful of that country. A Council of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 836, 

enjoined the additional obligation of resting from servile work on this day: the same enactment is found 

in the Capitularia of Charles the Bald. As regards fasting, properly so called, being contrary to the spirit 

of Paschal Time, it would seem never to have been observed on this day, at least not generally. Amalari-

us, who lived in the ninth century, asserts that it was not then practiced even in Rome.

During the procession, the Litany of the Saints is sung, followed by several versicles and prayers. The 

Mass of the Station is celebrated according to the Lenten Rite, that is, without the Gloria in excelsis, and 

in purple vestments. We have inserted the Litany of the Saints in the following volume, for the Rogation 

Days.

We take this opportunity of protesting against the negligence of Christians on this subject. Even persons 

who have the reputation of being spiritual think nothing of being absent from the Litanies said on St. 

Mark’s and the Rogation Days. One would have thought that when the Holy See took from these days 

the obligation of abstinence, the faithful would be so much the more earnest to join in the duty still left—

the duty of prayer. The people’s presence at the Litanies is taken for granted: and it is simply absurd that 

a religious rite of public reparation should be one from which almost all should keep away. We suppose 

that these Christians will acknowledge the importance of the petitions made in the Litanies; but God is 

not obliged to hear them in favor of such as ought to make them and yet do not. This is one of the many 

instances which might be brought forward of the strange delusions into which private and isolated 

devotion is apt to degenerate. When St. Charles Borromeo first took possession of his see of Milan, he 

found this negligence among his people, and that they left the clergy to go through the Litanies of April 25 

by themselves. He assisted at them himself, and walked bare-footed in the procession. The people soon 

followed the sainted pastor’s example.

St. Mark the Evangelist
April 25th 2022
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Sts. Cletus and Marcellinus
April 26th 2022

Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

Two bright stars appear this day on the ecclesiastical cycle, 

proclaiming the glory of our Jesus, the Conqueror of death. Again 

they are two pontiffs, and martyr pontiffs. Cletus leads us to 

the very commencement of the Church, for he was a disciple of 

Peter, and his second successor in the See of Rome. Marcelli-

nus was a witness of the great persecution under Diocletian; 

he governed the Church on the eve of her triumph. Let us honor 

these two fathers of Christendom, who laid down their lives in 

its defense; and let us offer their merits to Jesus, who supported 

them by his grace, and cheered them with the hope that one day 

they would share in his Resurrection.

The following is the account given of St. Cletus by the Liturgy:

Cletus, the son of Emilianus, was a Roman of the fifth region and 

of the Patrician street. He governed the Church during the reigns 

of the emperors Vespasian and Titus. Agreeably to the order 

given him by the Prince of the apostles, he established five and 

twenty priests in the City. He was the first who in his letters 

used the words: “Health and Apostolic benediction.” Having put 

the Church into admirable order, and having governed it twelve 

years, seven months, and two days, he was crowned with mar-

tyrdom under the emperor Domitian, in the second persecution 

following that of Nero, and was buried in the Vatican, near the 

body of St. Peter.

In the short notice on the life of St. Marcellinus, the reader will meet with a circumstance, which, by 

some learned historians, is rejected as utterly untrue, whilst, by others equally learned, it is considered 

as authentic. The holy Pontiff is said to have flinched before his persecutors, and to have gone so far 

as to offer incense to the idols; but the statement adds, that he repaired his fault by a second and cou-

rageous profession of his faith, which secured for him the crown of Martyrdom. The plan Of our work 

does not admit critical disquisitions; we shall therefore not attempt to clear up this difficulty of history; 

it is enough for us to know that all are agreed upon the Martyrdom of this holy Pope. At the time when 

the Lesson, which is now in the Breviary, was drawn up, — the fall of Marcellinus was believed as a fact; 

later on, it was called in question, and the arguments used against it are by no means to be despised; the 

Church, however, has not thought well to change the Lesson as it first stood, the more so as questions 

of this nature do not touch upon faith. We scarcely need to remind the reader, that the fall of Marcellinus, 

supposing it to be a fact, would be no argument against the infallibility of the Roman Pontiff. The Pope 

cannot teach error, when he addresses himself to the Church; but he is not impeccable in his personal 

conduct.

The Life of St. Marcellinus is thus given in the Breviary:

Marcellinus, a Roman by birth, ruled over the Church from the year two hundred and ninety-six to the 

year three hundred and four, during the terrible persecution of Diocletian. He had much to suffer from the 
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impious severity of those who reproached him with showing too much indulgence towards such as had 

relapsed into idolatry, whence ensued a calumnious report of his having offered incense to idols. But in 

truth, this blessed pontiff was beheaded for the confession of the faith, together with three other Chris-

tians, Claudius, Cyrinus, and Antoninus. Their bodies, by the emperor’s order, were left six and thirty 

days without burial, after which the blessed Marcellus, in consequence of his receiving, while asleep, ad 

admonition from St. Peter, had them buried in the Cemetery of Priscilla, on the Salarian Way; at which 

burial were present many priests and deacons, who, with torches in their hands, sang hymns in honor 

of the martyrs. Marcellinus governed the Church seven years, eleven months, and twenty-three days. 

During this period he held two ordinations in December, at which four were made priests, and five bish-

ops for divers places.

Pray for us, O holy Pontiffs, and look with fatherly love upon the Church on earth, which was so vi-

olently persecuted in your times, and at the present day is far from enjoying peace. The worship of 

idols is revived; and though they be not of stone or metal, yet they that adore them are as determined 

to propagate their worship as were the pagans of former days to make all men idolaters. The gods and 

goddesses now in favor are called Liberty, Progress, and Modern Civilization. Every measure is re-

sorted to, in order to impose these new divinities upon the world; they that refuse to adore them are 

persecuted; government are secularized, that is, unchristianized; the education of youth is made inde-

pendent of all moral teaching; the religious element is rejected from social life as an intrusion: and all this 

is done with such a show of reasonableness that thousands of well-minded Christians are led to be its 

advocates, timid perhaps and partial, but still its advocates. Preserve us, O holy martyrs! from being 

the dupes of this artful impiety. It was not in vain that our Jesus suffered death, and rose again from the 

grave. Surely after this he deserves to be what he is—King of the whole earth, under whose power are 

all creatures. It is in order to obey him that we wish no other liberty save that which he has based upon 

the Gospel; no other progress save that which results from the fulfillment of the duties to our fell men, 

which he has established. It is he that created human nature, and gave it its laws; it is he that redeemed 

it, and restored to it its lost rights. Him alone, then, do we adore, O holy martyrs! pray that we may 

never become the dupes or slaves of the theories of human pride, even if they that frame or uphold them 

should have power to make us suffer or die for our resistance.

Sts. Cletus and Marcellinus
April 26th 2022
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St Peter Canisius
April 27th 2022

Note from the compiler:

St. Peter Canisius was canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius XI, and 

as such was not known to either of our primary sources for 

this companion guide, Dom Guéranger or Rev. Alban Butler.  He 

is a worthy saint to learn about, a faithful Jesuit who worked 

hard against the Protestant revolution and was very effective in 

Germany.  You can look up more about him online at newadvent.

org.  I will include here the Dom Guéranger’s reflections for the 

Wednesday in the second week after Easter.

Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

%. In thy resurrection, O Christ, alleluia.

@. let heaven and earth rejoice, alleluia.

We are not to suppose that because the sacred Humanity of our 

Risen Jesus is resplendent with glory and majesty, it is therefore 

less accessible to mortals. His kindness and condescension are 

the same as before; nay, he seems to have become more affec-

tionate than ever, and more desirous to be with the children of 

men. Surely we have not forgotten what happened during the 

joyous Octave of the Pasch! His affectionate greeting the holy 

Women, when on their way to the Sepulcher; his appearing 

to Magdalene under the form of a Gardener; his conversation 

with the two Disciples of Emmaus, and the means he took to 

make them recognize him; his showing himself, on the Sunday evening, to the Ten, greeting them with 

his Peace be to you, allowing them to touch him, and even condescending to eat with them; his amiably 

bidding Thomas, on the eighth day, to convince himself of the reality of the Resurrection by feeling the 

Wounds; his meeting the Disciples at the Lake of Genesareth, blessing their fishing, and providing them 

with a repast on the bank;—all this is proof of the tender love and intimacy wherewith our Savior treated 

his creatures during the forty days after his Resurrection.

As to his visits to his Blessed Mother, we shall have another occasion for speaking of them; today, we 

will consider him in the midst of his Disciples. So frequently is he with them that St. Luke calls it an 

appearing to them for forty days. The Apostolic College is reduced to eleven; for the place of the traitor 

Judas is not to be filled up till after our Lord’s Ascension, immediately before the descent of the Holy 

Ghost. How beautiful in their simplicity are these future messengers of the Good Tidings to mankind! 

A short while ago, they were weak and hesitating in their faith; they forgot all they had seen and heard; 

they fled from their Master in the hour of trial. As he had foretold it to them, they were scandalized at 

his humiliations and death. The news of his Resurrections made little impression upon them; they even 

disbelieved it. And yet, they found him so affectionate, so gentle in his reproaches, that they soon re-

sumed the confidence and intimacy they had had with him during his mortal life. Peter, who had been 

the most unfaithful, as well as the most presumptuous, of all, has now regained his position of the most 

honored of the apostles and, in a few days hence, is to receive a special proof of Jesus’ having forgotten 

his past disloyalty. He and his fellow Apostles can think of nothing now but of Jesus. When he is with 
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them, they feast on the beauty and glory of his appearance. His words are dearer to them than ever, for 

they understand them better, now that they have been enlightened by the mysteries of the Passion and 

Resurrection. They eagerly listen to all that he says, and he says more than formerly, because he is so 

soon to leave them. They know that the day will soon come when they will no longer be able to hear 

his voice; they, therefore, treasure up his words as though they were his last will, and how could they 

better fit themselves for the mission he has entrusted to them? It is true, they do not as yet fully enter 

into all the Mysteries they are to preach to the world—they could not even remember so many sublime 

things—but Jesus tells them that he will soon send upon them the Holy Ghost, who will not only give 

them courage, but will also bless them with spiritual understanding, and will enable them to remember all 

that he, Jesus, has taught them.

Nor must we forget the holy Women, those faithful companions of Jesus, who followed him up to Calva-

ry, and were the first to be rewarded with the joys of the Resurrection. Their Divine Master could not 

overlook them now: he praises their devotedness, he encourages them, he takes every opportunity of 

repaying them. Heretofore, as the Gospel tells us, they provided him with food; now that he needs no 

earthly nourishment, he feasts them with his dear presence: they see him, they hear his words; the very 

thought that he is soon to be taken from them, makes these happy days doubly precious to them. They 

are the venerable mothers of the Christian people; they are our illustrious ancestors in the Faith; and on 

the day of the Descent of the Holy Ghost, we shall find them with the Apostles in the Cenacle, receiving 

the Tongues of Fire. Woman is to be represented on that glorious occasion, when the Church is to be 

made manifest before the world; the Women of Calvary and the Sepulcher are chosen for this office, and 

right well do they deserve to share in the bright joys of Pentecost.

Let us recite the following sequence in honor of our dear Jesus, who passes these forty days with his 

Apostles and the holy women. It was composed by Adam of Saint Victor.

St Peter Canisius
April 27th 2022

Lo, the great Day is come! Light follows darkness, 

and resurrection death. Sorrow gives place to 

joy, for our glory is greater than was our former 

shame. Truth dispels the shadow; the new, what 

was old; and consolation, mourning.

Celebrate the new Pasch! Let the members hope to 

have what now their Head enjoys. Our new Pasch 

is Christ—the spotless Lamb that was slain for us.

Christ has taken the prey from the enemy that sur-

rounded us. It is the victory prefigured by Sam-

son, when he tore the lion to pieces; and by the 

powerful David, when he rescued his father’s flock 

from the lion’s grasp and the bear’s jaw.

When Samson killed his enemies by his own death, 

he was a type of Christ, whose Death was a 

victory. Samson signifies his Sun; so is Christ the 

Light of his elect, for he makes his grace shine upon 

them.

Under the holy weight of the Cross, the vine-

stream flows into the store-house of the beloved 

Church. The wine-press is trodden, and the first-

fruits of the Gentiles drink their fill and are glad.

The garment that was rent and torn is made a robe 

for kings; that garment is the Flesh that triumphed 

over suffering, and became an ornament of grace.

The Jews forfeited God’s kingdom, because they 

put the King to death; they are not utterly de-

stroyed, for, like Cain, they are set as a sign.

The Stone that they rejected and despised, is now 

the chosen one, set up as a trophy, and made the 

chief cornerstone. Taking away sin, but not our 

nature, he creates us into new creatures; he unites 

in himself the two people (Jew and Gentile).

Be glory to our head! and to the members, peace! 

Amen.
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St Paul of the Cross
April 28th 2022

Splendidly adorned with the sacred sign of the Passion, Paul 

of the Cross comes today to pay homage to the Conqueror of 

Death. It behooved Christ to suffer and so enter into his glory. 

It behooves the Christian, the member of Christ, to follow his 

Head in suffering that he may share his triumph. Even as a child 

Paul penetrated deeply into the ineffable mystery of the suffering 

of a God. He was filled with an ardent love for the cross, and 

ran with giant strides along this royal road. He passed through 

the torrent, following his divine Head, he was buried with him in 

death, and has won a share in his Resurrection.

The diminution of truths among the children of men seemed to 

have dried up the fount of sanctity, when Italy, ever fruitful in 

her vivid faith, gave birth to the Christian hero, who stands out 

in the arid waste of the eighteenth century, like a saint of olden 

times. God never deserts his Church. He confronts a century of 

revolt and sensualism veiled under the name of philosophy with 

the Cross of his Son. A new Paul, recalling both in his name and 

his works the great Apostle of the Gentiles, rises in the midst of 

a generation intoxicated with pride and falsehood, to whom the 

Cross has become once more a folly and a scandal. This apos-

tle was weak, poor, isolated and long misunderstood, but his 

heart was full of love and self-abnegation, and he sought to put 

to confusion the wisdom of sages and the prudence of prudent 

men. Clad in a coarse habit, with bare feet, his head crowned 

with thorns and a heavy cross on his shoulder, he journeyed 

through cities, claiming the attention of both the humble and the 

mighty, and desiring to know nothing but Jesus Crucified. The 

Cross made his zeal fruitful and showed itself to be indeed the 

power and the wisdom of God. Those who prided themselves on having banished the miraculous from 

history and the supernatural from the life of the people, might exult in their triumph, but, unknown to 

them, wonderful prodigies, countless miracles, were making whole peoples submissive to the voice of 

this man who, by completely destroying sin in his own person, had regained the power which Adam 

once had over nature, and seemed to possess in his mortal flesh the qualities of a glorified body.

But the apostolate of the Cross was not to end with Paul’s death. The resources of ancient times were 

no longer sufficient for a decrepit age. We are far from the days when the exquisite delicacy of Christian 

sentiment was strongly moved by the sight of the cross amid flowers, as it is seen in the paintings of 

the catacombs. Man’s senses have been dulled by unhealthy emotions, and there is need of a stimulant 

in the form of a constant representation of the tears, the Blood, and the gaping wounds of our divine 

Redeemer. Paul of the Cross received the mission to supply this need. At the cost of unspeakable suffer-

ings he became the father of a new religious family, which adds to the three ordinary vows of religion a 

fourth vow—to propagate devotion to the sacred Passion of our Lord, the badge of which each Religious 

wears visibly on his breast.

We must not forget that the Passion of our Lord is for the Christian soul only a preparation for the 

great mystery of the Pasch, the glorious term of the manifestations of the Word, the supreme end of the 

elect, whose piety finds therein its completion and its crown. The Holy Spirit, who guides the Church 

throughout the admirable course of the liturgical cycle, has no other end in view for the souls who 
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abandon themselves unreservedly to his sanctifying power. Paul’s desire was to be nailed to the cross 

on Calvary, but he was often carried thence to the heights of heaven where he heard mysterious words 

such as it is not granted to man to utter. He assisted at the triumph of the Son of Man who, after having 

lived on earth a mortal life and passed through death, is living now forever and ever.  

The Liturgy gives the following short account of St. Paul of the Cross:

Paul of the Cross was born at Ovada, in the province of Acqui, and was descended from a noble family 

of Castellazzo near Alessandria. His future holiness was foreshadowed by a wonderful light which filled 

his mother’s room while she was in labor, and by a remarkable proof of the protection of the Queen of 

Heaven, who saved him from drowning in the river as a child. From the first use of reason he was filled 

with an ardent love for Jesus Crucified, and began to devote much time to contemplation of him. He 

chastised his innocent flesh with watchings, scourgings, fasting, and all kinds of austerity, and on Fri-

days drank vinegar mingled with gall. Out of a desire for martyrdom he enlisted in the army which was 

being raised at Venice to fight against the Turks, but having learned in prayer what was the Will of God, 

he gave up this career in order to serve in a nobler army which was to defend the Church and labor the 

eternal salvation of men. When he returned home he refused a very honorable marriage and the inheri-

tance left him by his uncle. He wished to enter upon a straighter way, and to receive a coarse tunic from 

the bishop, who, on account of his holiness of life and knowledge of divine things, commissioned him 

even before his ordination to preach the Word of God, which he did with great profit to souls.

He went to Rome, and after having gone through the theological course was ordained priest by com-

mand of Pope Benedict XIII, who also gave him permission to gather comrades around him. He withdrew 

to the solitude of Mount Argentaro, whither he had been summoned by the Blessed Virgin, who had 

also shown him in vision a black habit bearing the emblems of the Passion of her Son. Here he laid the 

foundations of a new Congregation which, through his labors and the blessing of God, quickly increased 

and attracted eminent men. It received the confirmation of the Apostolic See more than once, together 

with the Rule which Paul had himself received from God in prayer, and the addition of a fourth vow to 

promote devotion to the Passion of our Lord. He founded also a congregation of nuns, whose vocation 

should be to meditate upon the surpassing charity of their heavenly Spouse. His untiring love for souls 

caused him never to weary in preaching the Gospel, and he brought numbers of men, both heretics and 

criminals, into the way of salvation. So great was his eloquence when he spoke of the Passion that both 

he and his hearers would shed tears, and the most hardened hearts were moved to repentance.

The fire of the love of God burnt so in his heart that his garments often seemed to be scorched, and two 

of his ribs raised. He could not restrain his tears, particularly when saying Mass, and he was often rapt 

in ecstasy and raised into the air, while his face shone as with light from heaven. Sometimes when he 

was preaching, a heavenly voice was heard prompting him, and at others his words became audible at 

the distance of several miles. He was distinguished for the gifts of prophecy, of speaking with tongues, 

of reading the heart, and of power over evil spirits, over diseases, and over the elements. Though Popes 

regarded him with affection and veneration, he looked upon himself as an unprofitable servant upon 

whom devils might well trample. He persevered in his austerities until extreme old age, and died at 

Rome on the day he had himself foretold (October 18, 1775), after having received the Last Sacraments 

and the consolation of a heavenly vision. He left the spirit of his teaching as an inheritance to his disci-

ples in the beautiful exhortations he made to them on his death-bed. Pope Pius IX enrolled him among the 

Blessed, and after renewed signs and wonders proceeded to his canonization.

St Paul of the Cross
April 28th 2022
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St Peter, Martyr
April 29th 2022

Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

The hero deputed this day by the Church to greet our Risen 

Lord was so valiant in the Good Fight that Martyrdom is part 

of his name. He is known as Peter the Martyr; so that we cannot 

speak of him without raising the echo of victory. He was put to 

death by heretics, and is the grant tribute paid to our Redeem-

er by the 13th Century. Never was there a triumph hailed with 

greater enthusiasm than this. The Martyrdom of St. Thomas of 

Canterbury excited the admiration of the Faithful of the preced-

ing Century, for nothing was so dear to our Forefathers as the 

Liberty of the Church; the Martyrdom of St. Peter was celebrat-

ed with a like intensity of praise and joy. Let us hearken to the 

fervid eloquence of the great Pontiff, Innocent the Fourth, who 

thus begins the Bull of the Martyr’s Canonization: “The truth 

of the Christian Faith, manifested, as it has been, by great and 

frequent miracles, is now beautified by the new merit of a new 

Saint—Lo! a combatant of these our own times comes, bringing 

us new and great and triumphant signs. The voice of his blood 

shed (for Christ) is heard, and the fame of his Martyrdom is 

trumpeted, through the world. The land is not silent that sweat-

eth with his blood; the country that produced so noble a warrior 

resounds with his praise; yea, the very sword that did the deed 

of parricide proclaims his glory … Mother Church has great rea-

son to rejoice, and abundant matter for gladness; she has cause 

to sing a new canticle to the Lord, and a hymn of fervent praise 

to her God: … the Christian people has cause to give forth de-

vout songs to its Creator. A sweet fruit, gathered in the garden 

of Faith, has been set upon the table of the Eternal King: a grape-bunch, taken from the vineyard of the 

Church, has filled the royal cup with new wine. … The flourishing Order of Preachers has produced a red 

rose, whose sweetness is most grateful to the King; and from the Church here on earth, there has been 

taken a stone, which, after being cut and polished, has deserved a place of honor in the temple of heav-

en.”

Such was the language wherewith the supreme Pontiff spoke of the new Martyr, and the people re-

sponded by celebrating his Feast with extraordinary devotion. It was kept as were the ancient Festivals, 

that is, all servile work was forbidden upon it. The Churches served by the Fathers of the Dominican 

Order were crowded on his Feast; and the Faithful took little branches with them, that they might be 

blessed, in memory of the Triumph of Peter the Martyr. This custom is still observed; and the branches 

blessed by the Dominicans on this day are venerated as being a protection to the houses where they are 

kept.

How are we to account for all this fervent devotion of the people towards St. Peter? It was because 

he died in defense of the Faith; and nothing was so dear to the Christians of those days as Faith. Peter 

had received the charge to take up all the heretics who, at that time, were causing great disturbance and 

scandal in the country round about Milan. They were called Cathari, but in reality were Manicheans; their 

teachings were detestable, and their loves of the most immoral kind. Peter fulfilled his duty with a firm-
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ness and equity which soon secured him the hatred of the heretics; and when he fell a victim to his holy 

courage, a cry of admiration and gratitude was heard throughout Christendom. Nothing could be more 

devoid of truth than the accusations brought by the enemies of the Church and their indiscreet abettors, 

against the measures formerly decreed by the public law of Catholic nations, in order to foil the efforts 

made by evil-minded men to injure the true Faith. In those times, no tribunal was so popular as that 

whose office it was to protect the Faith, and to put down all them that attacked it. It was to the Order 

of St. Dominic that this office was mainly entrusted; and well may they be proud of the honor of having 

so long held one so beneficial to the salvation of mankind. How many of its members have met with a 

glorious death in the exercise of their stern duty! St. Peter is the first of the Martyrs given by the Order 

for this holy cause: his name, however, heads a long list of others who were his Brethren in Religion, 

his successors in the defense of the Faith, and his followers to martyrdom. The coercive measures that 

were once and successfully used to defend the Faithful from heretical teachers, have long since ceased 

to be used: but for us Catholics, our judgment of them must surely be that of the Church. She bids us 

today honor as a Martyr one of her Saints who was put to death while resisting the wolves that threat-

ened the sheep of Christ’s fold; she we not be guilty of disrespect to our Mother if we dared to con-

demn what she so highly approves? Far, then, be from us that cowardly truckling to the spirit of the age, 

which would make us ashamed of the courageous efforts made by our forefathers for the preservation 

of the Faith! Far from us that childish readiness to believe the calumnies of Protestants against an Insti-

tution which they naturally detest! Far from us that deplorable confusion of ideas which puts truth and 

error on an equality and, from the fact that error can have no rights, concludes that truth can claim none!

The following is the account given us by the Church of the virtues and heroism of St. Peter the Martyr.

Peter was born at Verona, of parents who were infected with the heresy of the Manichees; but he him-

self, almost from his very infancy, fought against heresies. When he was seven years old, he was one 

day asked by an uncle, who was a heretic, what they taught him at the school he went to? He answered, 

that they taught him the Symbol of the Christian Faith. His father and uncle did all they could, both by 

promises and threats, to shake the firmness of his faith: but all to no purpose. When old enough, he went 

to Bologna, in order to prosecute his studies. While there, he was called by the Holy Ghost to a life of 

perfection, and obeyed the call by entering into the Order of St. Dominic.

Great were his virtues as a Religious man. So careful was he to keep both body and soul from whatso-

ever could sully their purity, that his conscience never accused him of committing a mortal sin. He morti-

fied his body by fasting and watching, and applied his mind to the contemplation of heavenly things. He 

labored incessantly for the salvation of souls, and was gifted with a special grace for refuting heretics. 

He was so earnest when preaching, that people used to go in crowds to hear him, and numerous were 

the conversions that ensued.

The ardor of his faith was such, that he wished he might die for it, and earnestly did he beg that favor 

from God. This death, which he foretold a short time before in one of his sermons, was inflicted on him 

by the heretics. While returning from Como to Milan, in the discharge of the duties of the holy Inquisition, 

he was attacked by a wicked assassin, who struck him twice on the head with a sword. The Symbol 

of faith, which he had confessed with manly courage when but a child, he now began to recite with his 

dying lips; and having received another wound in his side, he went to receive a Martyr’s palm in heaven, 

in the year of our Lord twelve hundred and fifty-two. Numerous miracles attested his sanctity, and his 

name was enrolled the following year by Innocent the Fourth, in the list of the Martyrs.

St Peter, Martyr
April 29th 2022
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St Catherine of Siena
April 30th 2022

The Dominican Order, which, yesterday, presented a rose to 

our Risen Jesus, now offers him a lily of surpassing beauty. 

Catharine of Sienna follows Peter the Martyr:—it is a coincidence 

willed by Providence, to give fresh beauty to this season of 

grandest Mysteries. Our Divine King deserves everything we 

can offer him; and our hearts are never so eager to give him ev-

ery possible tribute of homage, as during these last days of his 

sojourn among us. See how Nature is all flower and fragrance 

at this loveliest of her Seasons! The spiritual world harmonizes 

with the visible, and now yields her noblest and richest works 

in honor of her Lord—the author of Grace.

How grand is the Saint whose Feast comes gladdening us to-

day! She is one of the most favored of the holy Spouses of the 

Incarnate Word. She was his, wholly and unreservedly, almost 

from her very childhood. Though thus consecrated to him by the 

vow of holy Virginity, she had a mission given to her by divine 

Providence which required her living in the world. But God 

would have her to be one of the glories of the Religious State; 

he therefore inspired her to join the Third Order of St. Dominic. 

Accordingly, she wore the Habit and fervently practiced, during 

her whole life, the holy exercises of a Tertiary.

From the very commencement, there was a something heavenly 

about this admirable servant of God, which we fancy existing in 

an angel who had been sent from heaven to live in a human body. 

Her longing after God gave one an idea of the vehemence where-

with the Blessed embrace the Sovereign Good on their first 

entrance into heaven. In vain did the body threaten to impede the 

soaring of this earthly Seraph; she subdued it by penance, and made it obedient to the spirit. Her body 

seemed to be transformed, so as to have no life of its own, but only that of the soul. The Blessed Sacra-

ment was frequently the only food she took for weeks together. So complete was her union with Christ 

that she received the impress of the sacred Stigmata, and, with them, the most excruciating pain.

And yet, in the midst of all these supernatural favors, Catharine felt the keenest interest in the necessi-

ties of others. Her zeal for their spiritual advantage was intense, while her compassion for them, in their 

corporal sufferings, was that of a most loving mother. God had given her the gift of Miracles, and she 

was lavish in using it for the benefit of her fellow creatures. Sickness and death itself were obedient to 

her command; and the prodigies witnessed at the beginning of the Church were again wrought by the 

humble Saint of Sienna.

Her communings with God began when she was quite a child, and her ecstasies were almost without 

interruption. She frequently saw our Risen Jesus, who never left her without having honored her, either 

with a great consolation, or with a heavy cross. A profound knowledge of the mysteries of our holy 

faith was another of the extraordinary graces bestowed upon her. So eminent, indeed, was the heavenly 

wisdom granted her by God that she, who had received no education, used to dictate the most sub-

lime writings, wherein she treats of spiritual things with a clearness and eloquence which human genius 

could never attain to, and with a certain indescribable unction which no reader can resist.



19

But God would not permit such a treasure as this to lie buried in a little town of Italy. The Saints are 

the supports of the Church; and though their influence be generally hidden, yet, at times, it is open and 

visible, and men then learn what the instruments are which God uses for imparting blessings to a world 

that would seem to deserve little else besides chastisement. The great question, at the close of the 14th 

Century was the restoring to the Holy City the privilege of having within its walls the Vicar of Christ, 

who, for sixty years, had been absent from his See. One saintly soul, by merits and prayers known to 

heaven alone, might have brought about this happy event, after which the whole Church was longing; but 

God would have it done by a visible agency, and in the most public manner. In the name of the widowed 

Rome—in the name of her own and the Church’s Spouse—Catharine crossed the Alps, and sought an in-

terview with the Pontiff, who had not so much as seen Rome. The Prophetess respectfully reminded him 

of his duty; and in proof of her mission being from God, she tells him of a secret which was known to 

himself alone. Gregory the Eleventh could no longer resist; and the Eternal City welcomed its Pastor and 

Father. But at the Pontiff’s death, a frightful schism, the forerunner of greater evils to follow, broke out 

in the Church. Catharine, even to her last hour, was untiring in her endeavors to quell the storm. Having 

lived the same number of years as our Savior had done, she breathed forth her most pure soul into the 

hands of her God, and went to continue, in heaven, her ministry of intercession for the Church she had 

loved so much on earth, and for souls redeemed in the precious Blood of her Divine Spouse.

Our Risen Jesus, who took her to her eternal reward during the Season of Easter, granted her while she 

was living on earth, a favor, which we mention here, as being appropriate to the mystery we are now 

celebrating. He, one day, appeared to her, having with him his Blessed Mother. Mary Magdalene—she 

that announced the Resurrection to the Apostles—accompanied the Son and the Mother. Catharine’s 

heart was overpowered with emotion at this visit. After looking for some time upon Jesus and his holy 

Mother, her eyes rested on Magdalene, whose happiness she both saw and envied. Jesus spoke these 

words to her: “My beloved! I give her to thee, to be thy mother. Address thyself to her, henceforth, with 

all confidence. I give her special charge of thee.” From that day forward, Catharine had the most filial love 

for Magdalene, and called her by no other name than that of Mother.

Let us now read the beautiful, but too brief, account of our Saint’s Life, as given in the Liturgy.

Catharine, a Virgin of Sienna, was born of pious parents. She asked for and obtained the Dominican 

habit, such as it is worn by the Sisters of Penance. Her abstinence was extraordinary, and her manner of 

living most mortified. She was once known to have fasted, without receiving anything but the Blessed 

Sacrament, from Ash Wednesday to Ascension Day. She had very frequent contests with the wicked 

spirits, who attacked her in divers ways. She suffered much from fever, and other bodily ailments. Her 

reputation for sanctity was so great, that there were brought to her, from all parts, persons who were 

sick or tormented by the devil. She, in the name of Christ, healed such as were afflicted with malady or 

fever, and drove the devils from the bodies of them that were possessed.

Being once at Pisa, on a Sunday, and having received the Bread of heaven, she was rapt in an ecsta-

cy. She saw our crucified Lord approaching to her. He was encircled with a great light, and from his 

five Wounds there came rays, which fell upon the five corresponding parts of Catharine’s body. Being 

aware of the favor bestowed upon her, she besought our Lord that the stigmata might not be visible. 

The rays immediately changed from the color of blood into one of gold, and passed, under the form of a 

bright light, to the hands, feet, and heart of the Saint. So violent was the pain left by the wounds, that 

it seemed to her as though she must soon have died, had not God diminished it. Thus our most loving 

Lord added favor to favor, by permitting her to feel the smart of the wounds, and yet removing their 

appearance. The servant of God related what had happened to her to Raymund, her Confessor. Hence, 

when the devotion of the Faithful gave a representation of this miracle, they painted, on the pictures of 

St Catherine of Siena
April 30th 2022
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St Catherine of Siena
April 30th 2022

St. Catharine, bright rays coming from the five wounds of the 

stigmata she received.

Her learning was not acquired, but infused. Theologians pro-

posed to her the most difficult questions of divinity, and re-

ceived satisfactory answers. No one ever approached her, who 

did not go away a better man. She reconciled many that were at 

deadly enmity with one another. She visited Pope Gregory the 

Eleventh (who was then at Avignon), in order to bring about the 

reconciliation of the Florentines, who were under an interdict 

on account of their having formed a league against the Holy See. 

She told the Pontiff that there had been revealed to her the vow 

which he, Gregory, had made of going to Rome—a vow which 

was known to God alone. It was through her entreaty, that the 

Pope began to plan measures for taking possession of his See of 

Rome, which he did soon after. Such was the esteem in which 

she was held by Gregory, and by Urban the Sixth, his succes-

sor, that she was sent by them on several embassies. At length, 

after a life spent in the exercise of the sublimest virtues, and 

after gaining great reputation on account of her prophecies and 

many miracles, she passed hence to her divine Spouse, when 

she was about the age of three and thirty. She was canonized by 

Pius the Second.

Pope Pius the Second, one of the glories of Sienna, composed 

the two following Hymns in honor of his saintly and illustrious 

fellow citizen. They form part of the Office of St. Catharine of 

Sienna, in the Dominican Breviary.

Hymn

Carry up to heaven, O holy virgin Catharine! these canticles of praise, which we, gladdened as we are 

by thy feast, sing thus in thine honor.

If they are unworthy of thine acceptance, pardon us, we beseech thee. Nay—we own, O glorious Saint! 

that we are not equal to the task we have undertaken.

But who is he, that could worthily praise such a Saint as this? Is there, in the wide world, a poet that 

could write an ode immortal enough for this heroine, whom no enemy could vanquish.

O Catharine! illustrious example of all that is noble! thou wast rich in virtue and wisdom; and with the 

riches of thy temperance, fortitude, piety, justice and prudence, thou ascendedst into heaven.

Who has not heard of thy glorious virtues and deeds, which were never surpassed in this world? Thy 

compassions for the sufferings of Christ stamped thee with the impress of his wounds.

Bravely despising the vain grandeurs of this short, mournful, and miserable life—which abounds with 

every evil—thy ambition was for heaven alone.

Let us all give infinite thanks to the Son ever blessed of the Eternal Father! let us give glory to the Holy 
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Ghost! to the Three, one equal praise! Amen.

Hymn

Well indeed may we sing thy praise, O Catharine! for, by thy wondrous virtues, thou receivedst a tri-

umphant welcome from heaven itself.

Yes—it is in heaven alone, where thou art enriched with all good things, that thou receivedst the reward 

of thy holy life, and the recompense of thy grand virtue.

Great was thy veneration for the Patriarch of Preachers—that perfect model of every virtue—thou en-

teredst his Order, and art one of its brightest glories.

Joys of earth, vanity of dress, beauty of body—none had charms for thee. Sin, the injustice offered to 

God by his creature—oh! this thou couldst not brook.

To reduce thy body to subjection, and to atone for the sins of men, oft didst thou severely scourge thy-

self, till thine innocent blood would flow in streams on the ground.

Thou hadst compassion on all that were suffering, no matter where they might be, or what their misfor-

tune. Thy sympathy was ever ready for them, too, that were a prey to care.

But our hymn would never end, were we to tell all thy praises, O Catharine! whose sanctity far sur-

passed that of other mortals.

The savage soldiers and leaders, who were threatening the people of Sienna with death, withdrew at 

thy word.

Oft was thy mind applied, with all its power, to the study of sacred things: and thy letters, teeming 

with wisdom and elegance, are still treasured in some of our riches Cities.

Thou excelledst in the power of reclaiming sinners, and persuading all to follow what was right. Thus 

didst thou speak to them: “Virtue alone can make man happy.”

Far from fearing, thou hadst a brave contempt for the dread claims of death, which thou wast wont to 

call the recompense of life.

When, therefore, the time came for thee to leave thy sacred body to the tomb, and ascend into heaven, 

thou gavest lessons of consolation to them that stood weeping around thee.

And having adored the Body of Christ, and received, amidst abundant tears of devotion, the saving 

Host, thy last words were instructions to all how to lead a holy life.

Let us all give infinite thanks to the Son ever blessed of the Eternal Father! let us give glory to the Holy 

Ghost! to the Three, one equal praise! Amen.
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