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31st December  



Q1. Bio-toilets can play an important role in maintenance of urban 

sanitation. 

 Which of the following is/are the salient features of bio-toilets?  

1. It generates colorless, odorless less inflammable biogas. 

2. It is developed by DRDO which uses bacteria from Antarctica. 

3. It is also suitable in sub-zero temperature of Himalayan region 

and glaciers.  

4. There is no dependence on the limited and costly conventional 

energy sources. 

 

 Select the correct answer using the code given below:  

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only  

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



Ans d 

It is developed by DRDO.  

 Disposes human waste in a 100 % ECO friendly manner.  

 Generates color less, odor less inflammable bio gas (can be used for 

cooking heating).  

 Absolutely clear odor less water. Water is full of nutrients and 

minerals.  

 It is good for irrigation purpose of nearby gardens, lawns etc.  

Does not require any septic Tank, Sewage Tank connectivity. 

 Suitable for all Temperature range and trains like sub-zero 

temperature of Himalayan Region, Glaciers, Railway coaches, Buses, 

Highways, Remote areas, sea ports, Mining area, metro cities etc.  

 Suitable for Mobile Toilet applications. 



Q2. Consider the  following pairs related to rural settlement pattern:  

1. Linear settlement pattern - along mountain ranges 

2. Rectangular Pattern - agricultural area  

3. Radial pattern - for defence purpose  

4. Circular patter - near major commercial activity centre 

 

 Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 4 only  

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 3 



• Ans a 

• Linear pattern: In such settlements houses are located along a 

road, railway line, and river, canal edge of a valley or along a 

levee. 

•  Rectangular pattern: Such patterns of rural settlements are found 

in plain areas or wide inter montane valleys. The roads are 

rectangular and cut each other at right angles.  

• Radial Pattern: In this type, a number of streets converge on one 

centre which may be a source of water (pond, well), a temple or 

mosque, a centre of commercial activity or simply an open space.  

• Circular pattern: Circular villages develop around lakes, tanks and 

sometimes the village is planned in such a way that the central 

part remains open and is used for keeping the animals to protect 

them from wild animals.q 



Q3. The shape of the population pyramids represents the different 

dynamics of the population. In this context which of the following 

statements is/are correct?  

1. A bell shaped pyramid represents constant population. 

2. A pyramid of narrow base and tapered top represents expanding 

population.  

3. A triangular pyramid best represents developed countries. 

  

Select the correct answer using the code given below:  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans a 

• A population pyramid reflects the characteristics of population 

like age-sex structure. The shapes of pyramids represent different 

meanings. 

• A bell shaped pyramid represents constant population and are 

called as Stationary or near stationary population pyramids. It 

displays somewhat equal numbers or percentages for almost all 

age groups.  

 

• A pyramid of narrow base and tapered top explains declining 

population (not expanding) like that of Japan. Triangular shaped 

pyramid explains expanding population and usually a feature of 

developing nations like India. The population pyramid of Australia 

is an example of expanding population and its expanding 

continuously. 



Q4. Some of the Sister City ties have given below. Which of the 

following pairs is/are correct? 

 1. Ahmadabad and Guangzhou  

2. New Delhi and Los Angeles  

3. Varanasi and Kyoto  

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3  



• Ans a 

• Sister City ties have been signed between:  Kyoto and Varanasi  

Mumbai and Los Angeles  Ahmadabad and Guangzhou. The 

sister - city relationship will promote and broaden cultural and 

economic cooperation and trade relations. 

•  It will also carry out wide exchanges in the fields of education, 

culture, transportation, housing, tourism, health, environment, 

administrative and technical training. 



Q5. Which of the following is known as Big Trunk Route?  

 

(a) The Orient Express  

(b) The Australian Trans–Continental Railway  

(c) The Northern Atlantic Sea Route  

(d) The Suez Canal 



• Ans c 

• The Northern Atlantic Sea Route:This links North-eastern U.S.A. 

and North western Europe, the two industrially developed regions 

of the world. The foreign trade over this route is greater than that 

of the rest of the world combined. One fourth of the world’s 
foreign trade moves on this route. It is the busiest route in the 

world so called the Big Trunk Route. Both the coasts have highly 

advanced ports and harbour facilities. 

• The Orient Express is railway line runs from Paris to Istanbul 

passing through Strasbourg, Munich, Vienna, Budapest and 

Belgrade. The journey time from London to Istanbul by this 

Express is now reduced to 96 hours as against 10 days by the sea-

route. The chief exports on this rail-route are cheese, bacon, oats, 

wine, fruits, and machinery 



• The Australian Trans–Continental Railway: This railline runs 

west-east across the southern part of the continent from Perth 

on the west coast, to Sydney on the east coast. Passing through 

Kalgoorlie, Broken Hill and Port Augusta 



Q6. Oral mentioning is a convention by which lawyers circumvent the 

longwinded filing procedures and make a direct appeal to the CJI, 

who is the court's administrative head and master of roster. What will 

be the impact of doing away with Oral mentioning? 

1. It will waste the time of judiciary by sticking to the queue of 

hearing.  

2. It will create a level playing field for all lawyers.  

3. It will prevent double payment of the fee by the litigant to the 

lawyers. 

 

Select the code from following:  

a) 1 and  

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) All of the above  



• Ans b 

• Oral mentioning is a convention by which lawyers short-circuit 
the long-winded filing procedures and make a direct appeal to 
the CJI, who is the court's administrative head and master of 
roster, for early hearing. The CJI takes a call on the spot, after 
glancing through the case papers, whether the case deserves to 
be heard out-of-turn. Hearing a case out-of-turn would mean 
pushing other cases off the list. The CJI has often complained 
about how a case orally represented by a lawyer during 
mentioning does not later, when the judges read the papers in 
detail, turn out to be as urgent as it was initially made out to be 
by the lawyer.  



• For over an hour everyday, the CJI is made to read the case 

papers just to see whether a case mentioned is important 

enough to deserve an urgent hearing, this is a waste of judicial 

time. Senior advocates use their heft in court to take advantage 

over other lawyers to get early dates during oral mentioning. 

Justice Misra had made it a level playing field for all lawyers by 

allowing only advocates-on-record to mention cases. Doing 

away with convention will prevent double fee payment by the 

litigant to the lawyer. Litigant suffered two set of fees one to 

mention the case for Oral mentioning and the actual hearing. 

 



Q7. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Asian Elephant 
Alliance’ 
 1. It is inter – government alliance of five Asian Countries – India, Sri 

Lanka, Thailand, Myanmar and Indonesia. 

 2. The Alliance aims to secure a safe future for the wild elephants of 

India, which make up approximately half of the world’s wild Asian 
elephants.  

 

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans b 

• Asian Elephant Alliance It is an alliance of Five NGOs. Partners 

in the Asian Elephant Alliance are IUCN National Committee of 

The Netherlands, Wildlife Trust of India, International Fund for 

Animal Welfare, Elephant Family and World Land Trust. The 

Alliance aims to secure a safe future for the wild elephants of 

India, which make up approximately half of the world’s wild 
Asian elephants; one of 13 countries where the wild giants still 

roam. Little attention has been paid to the mainly silent demise 

of the Asian elephant, despite the fact that their numbers have 

dropped dramatically – likely only 50,000 left which are 

outnumbered by African elephants 10:1, the latter species 

thought now to be only 500,000 across all of Africa. If the last 

remaining space for wild elephants is not protected they could 

be effectively extinct within 30 years 



• The joint venture is aiming at raising £20 million (₹187.16 crore) 

to secure the 96 remaining elephant corridors, old and new, in 

the next ten years. The alliance joined hands to raise the 

mammoth sum as money was the main constraint in securing 

the land 

 



Q8. The sculpture of Sahasrabahu Lokeshwara (A Buddha with ten 

additional heads piled up over his own) is found at  

 

a) Ajanta Caves  

b) Ellora caves  

c) Kanheri Caves 

d) Bagh Caves 



• Ans c 

 

• The sculpture is found at cave 41 of Kanheri caves. The Kanheri 

Caves are a group of caves and rock-cut monuments cut into a 

massive basalt outcrop in the forests of the Sanjay Gandhi 

National Park, on the island of Salsette in the western outskirts 

of Mumbai, India. They contain Buddhist sculptures and relief 

carvings, paintings and inscriptions, dating from the 1st century 

BCE to the 10th century CE. Kanheri comes from the Sanskrit 

Krishnagiri, which means black mountain. 



http://bit.ly/2MaESF1

