


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 The National Mission of Clean Ganga (NMCG) has 

taken up the initiative under Namami Gange Project to 
conserve wetlands of the Ganges basin. 



Namami Gange project 
 The primary aim of Namami Gange project is to 

rejuvenate the river by increasing its flow. It also 
includes recharging aquifers and conservation of 
wetlands. 



Highlights  
 The NMCG along with the State Wetland authorities 

will identify and prepare plans in conserving wetlands. 



WETLANDS 
 Wetlands are defined as: "lands transitional between 

terrestrial and aquatic eco-systems where the water table is 
usually at or near the surface or the land is covered by 
shallow water". 

 Wetlands are transition zones (ecotone) between 
terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. 

 E.g. Mangroves, lake littorals, floodplains  and other 
marshy or swampy areas. 

 These habitats experience periodic flooding from adjacent 
deepwater habitats and therefore supports plants and 
animals specifically adapted to such shallow flooding or 
waterlogging. 



STATUS 
 India has over 27,000 wetlands, of which 23,000+ are 

inland wetlands, and around 4000 are coastal 
wetlands. 

 Wetlands occupy 18.4% of the country’s area of which 
70% are under paddy cultivation. 

 Natural wetlands in India range from high altitude 
wetlands in the Himalayas; flood plains of the major 
river systems; saline and temporary wetlands of the 
arid and semi-arid regions; coastal wetlands such as 
lagoons, backwaters, estuaries, mangroves, swamps 
and coral reefs, and so on. 



Conditions of Wetlands along 
Ganges 
 Some of the wetlands are degraded through the 

drainage, landfill and over exploitation. 



SIGNIFICANCE 
 The wetlands provide nutrient recycling, flood and 

drought mitigation, surface and groundwater recharge. 



Measures to Protect Wetlands 
 Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

 Ramsar Sites in India 

 Wetlands International 

 National Wetlands Conservation Programme (NWCP) 



Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
 International treaty for “the conservation and 

sustainable use of wetlands”. 

 It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. 

 It is named after the city of Ramsar in Iran. 

 The Convention was signed on 2nd of February 1971. 

 The 2nd of February each year is World Wetlands Day. 

 Number of parties to the convention (COP) is170. 



Wetlands International 
 Wetlands International is a global organisation (NGO) 

that works to sustain and restore wetlands and their 
resources for people and biodiversity. 

 Wetlands International’s work ranges from research, 
advocacy and engagement with governments, 
corporate and international policy fora and 
conventions. 



National Wetlands Conservation 
Programme (NWCP) 
 NWCP was implemented in the year 1985-86. 

 Under the programme, 115 wetlands have been 
identified by the MoEF which require urgent 
conservation and management interventions. 

 Criteria for identification of wetlands of national 
importance under NWCP are the same as those 
prescribed under the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands. 

 The Central Government provides guidelines, financial 
& technical assistance to state govt. 





 With reference to a conservation organization called 
‘Wetlands International’, which of the following 
statements is/are correct? 

 1) It is an intergovernmental organization formed by 
the countries which are signatories to Ramsar 
Convention. 

 2) It works at the field level to develop and mobilize 
knowledge and use the practical experience to 
advocate for better policies. 


