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WORLD BANK & INDIA 

Friday: The World Bank announced $1 billion health sector package for India. 

The health programme is the first of its kind anywhere in the world. 

It will also top up two more packages for social security and the economy to 
help mitigate hardships due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
Could be worth over $1 billion 

 Junaid Ahmad, World Bank country director for India: India could look at 3-5% 
of GDP in its expenditure for an overall response needed to tackle the Covid-19 
shock  

The social security package is expected in the 10-12 days, followed by that for 
the economy. 



 



REMITTANCES  

Domestic remittances, usually from big cities and more affluent areas to India’s 
rural hinterland, plunged about 80% in the past two weeks. 

The Centre’s decision to transfer funds directly to their bank accounts might 
cushion the impact. 

Remittances within India are pegged at about Rs 2 lakh crore a year.  

Economic Survey 2017 : The total number of internal migrants in the country is 
estimated at 139 million. 

Bihar and UP together receive 60% of the money sent by them, while Odisha, 
Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh are some of the other receiving 
states. 



MINISTERS’ PANEL ON LOCKDOWN 

The group of ministers (GoM) tasked with reviewing the Covid-19 pandemic 
situation discussed the way forward for getting key sectors back on track after 
the lockdown is lifted. 

Special focus: agriculture + rapid supply of testing kits to rural areas 

Another issue taken up at the meeting was the scarcity of workers required to 
load and unload essential goods. 

The group of ministers also noted with concern reports of attacks on those at 
the frontline of the fight against the disease, including medical professionals. 

Another issue raised at the GoM was the spread of fake news and rumours on 
social media that needed to be tackled aggressively. 



 



CENTRE - Rs 17287 CR TO STATES 

The Centre on Friday released Rs 17,287.08 crore to different states to enhance 
their financial resources to deal with the various challenges in the country’s 
fight against the Covid-19 pandemic.  

This follows assurance given by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to chief 
ministers in a videoconference on Thursday.  

The grant includes Rs 6,195.08 crore on account of ‘revenue deficit grant’ under 
15th Finance Commission recommendations to 14 states, and Rs 11,092 crore in 
advance under the State Disaster Risk Management Fund (SDRF) to states to set 
up quarantine facilities, the home affairs ministry said in a statement.  



The central government had on March 14 already made a special dispensation 
for utilisation of SDRF to help state governments take preventive and mitigation 
measures for containment of the Covid-19.  

The fund was allowed to be utilised for setting up quarantine facilities, sample 
collection and screening, setting up additional testing laboratories, to cover cost 
of consumables, and purchase of personal protection equipment (PPE) for 
healthcare, municipal, police and fire authorities, besides purchase of thermal 
scanners, ventilators, air purifiers, and consumables for government hospitals.  

The fund could also be used for providing food and shelter to the homeless, 
including migrant labourers stranded due to lockdown measures.  



ADB ON INDIAN GDP 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has projected India’ growth to slow down to 4% in the 
current fiscal year. 

In its annual flagship economic publication, ADB said that the country’s gross domestic 
product growth to strengthen to 6.2% in FY22, boosted by government reforms. 

The forecast assumes that the Covid-19 pandemic dissipates and full economic activity 
resumes from the second quarter of this fiscal year. 

“Indian authorities have acted swiftly to shore up the economy hit by the pandemic. Ongoing 
reforms to personal and corporate taxes and measures to strengthen agriculture and the 
rural economy and alleviate financial sector stress will help accelerate India’s recovery,” 
ADB chief economist Yasuyuki Sawada said.  

Question: Name the annual flagship economic publication of ADB 



UJJWALA CONSUMERS 

The Centre has advanced cash transfer to Ujjwala LPG beneficiaries to enable 
them purchase LPG cylinders.  

There are over 8.3 crore Ujjwala beneficiaries across the country.  

Around Rs 4,500 crore will be transferred this month. 

“Ujjwala Yojna has emerged as a key player in India’s fight against Covid-19,” 
petroleum minister Dharmendra Pradhan said, while announcing the decision 
during a videoconference with 730 district being delivered every day and this 
would not have been possible without the relentless efforts of our DNOs,” 
Pradhan said during the meeting.  

 



CHINA RESTARTS DRUG 
DESPATCHES 
Logistics issues at ports such as delays in getting clearances for imported 
pharmaceuticals and labour shortages are leading to containers getting piled 
up, which is likely to result in supply disruptions.  

Due to non availability of labour, containers are piling up and all space is 
occupied. The incoming vessels will not be able to offload the containers and 
may bypass. This may result in Chinese suppliers stopping supplies to India. 

The suspension of courier services due to the lockdown is another reason that 
would result in shortages of medicines very soon in India.  

In China things are getting back to normal but the problem is transporting the 
materials from China to India. 

Question: There are __ major ports in India 
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