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Idiom Meaning

have your hands full to suddenly become too afraid to do something

house of cards
to leave someone in a difficult situation without 

any help

to leave someone high and dry to be very busy

get cold feet
a plan or system that could easily fail or be 

destroyed
smooth sailing to hope for a positive outcome

keep your fingers crossed easy and without problems
make a mountain out of a 

molehill think carefully about your possibilities or choices
weigh your options to exaggerate a minor difficulty



lie-fi
Meaning:

When your phone or tablet indicates that you are connected to a wireless network, 
however, you are still unable to load web pages or use any internet services with 
your device

Usage:

My iPhone is connected to Jio network but it can’t send this email to my boss. This 
connection must be lie-fi



apparition
Meaning:

A ghost or ghost like image of a person;

Usage:

In front of him stood five ghostly apparitions

Ghoulish apparitions and spooky spectres are being put under the spotlight at a 
York tourist attraction
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arcane

Meaning: 

Known or knowable only to a few people; requiring secret or mysterious 
knowledge; understood by few; enigmatic; extremely difficult to understand

Usage:

Einstein described his theory of relativity with arcane Mathematics and symbols

The jokes of the comedy were archaic and arcane
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sedition
Meaning:

Incitement of resistance to or insurrection against lawful authority; conduct or 
speech inciting people to rebel against the authority of a state or monarch

Usage:

The leaders of the group have been arrested and charged with sedition

With the closure of the cyberspace the sedition was stopped
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spartan
Meaning:

A person of great courage and self discipline; living like a monk; showing or 
characterized by austerity or a lack of comfort or luxury

Usage:

The lack of decent furnishings gave the apartment a spartan look
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Idiom Meaning

have your hands full to suddenly become too afraid to do something

house of cards
to leave someone in a difficult situation without 

any help

to leave someone high and dry to be very busy

get cold feet
a plan or system that could easily fail or be 

destroyed
smooth sailing to hope for a positive outcome

keep your fingers crossed easy and without problems
make a mountain out of a 

molehill think carefully about your possibilities or choices
weigh your options to exaggerate a minor difficulty



Cheat sheet:
1. Have your hands full: to be very busy
2. To leave someone high and dry: to leave someone in a difficult situation 

without any help
3. House of cards: a plan or system that could easily fail or be destroyed
4. Get cold feet: to suddenly become afraid to do something
5. Smooth sailing: easy and without problems
6. Keep your fingers crossed: to hope for a positive outcome
7. Make a mountain out of a molehill: to exaggerate a minor difficulty
8. Weigh your options: think carefully about your possibilities or choices
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