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A bench comprising Justices A M Khanwilkar and and Sanjiv 

Khanna observed that scientific studies are not needed to ascertain 

the side-effects of firecrackers on health of citizens. 



• "Do we need IIT to understand the impact of firecrackers on your lungs? This 

is common knowledge. We have come a long way from 2017 and we are in 

the middle of the pandemic now", the bench said. 

 

• The Supreme Court dismissed appeals challenging the National Green 

Tribunal's order which had imposed an complete ban on the sale and use of 

all firecrackers during the COVID-19 pandemic in NCR and other cities in 

India wherein the Air Quality Index (AQI) was poor. 
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• A bench of Justices A M Khanwilkar and Sanjiv Khanna said the NGT in 

its order has already decided the issue and no further clarification or 

deliberation was required.  

 

• It further said that authorities may permit the sale and use of 

firecrackers as per the category of Air Quality Index in the cities. 



A bench of Justices A M Khanwilkar and Sanjiv Khanna, 

however, said state authorities can permit the sale as and 

when the AQI improves, and that the NGT order does not 

contemplate a ban on manufacturing activities. 



• The bench said manufacturing or production of firecrackers was 

allowed and those who wanted to use firecrackers could do so 

with permission depending upon the category of AQI.  

 

• It clarified that the ban is in places where air quality is poor.  

 

• “Ban is the only defendant on-air category.   

 

• The moment there is the poor quality of air, all activities should 

stop,” observed the bench. 

 



 

• The apex court was hearing an appeal of firecracker sellers and dealers 

challenging the order of NGT by which it had banned the sale and use of 

firecrackers in Delhi-NCR and other cities in India wherein the AQI was 

poor. 







• In December 2020, a Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice AK 

Goel had directed for the prohibition in the use of firecrackers in areas 

wherein the AQI was poor in wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. It had 

further directed that only green crackers could be used during Christmas 

and New Year for a specified period of time. 

• District Magistrates had been directed to ensure that firecrackers which had 

been banned would not be sold, and were given the authority to recover 

compensation in cases of violations. 
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• During the hearing, advocate Sai Deepak J, appearing for a seller of 

firecrackers, contended that crackers did not feature in the Indian Institute 

of Technology’s top 15 reasons for pollution. 

 

• However, the bench observed that scientific studies are not required to 

gauge the ill-effects of firecrackers on the health of people.  

 

• “Do you need IIT to understand that firecrackers impact your health? Ask 

someone in Delhi what happens during Diwali,” remarked Justice 

Khandelwal. 





• Challenging the NGT order, Senior Advocate P S Narasimha submitted 

that the Tribunal had said there will be a total ban on firecrackers during 

Covid-19. 

 

• But Justice Khanwilkar pointed out that “it is only dependent on air quality 

category. If its severe it will not be allowed”.  

 

• He added that it is “only furthering the cause of our earlier judgment. 

There is no ban”. 



• Rooting for a “balanced approach” to tackle the issue of air pollution on 

account of the bursting of crackers, the SC had in October 2018, in the 

case Arjun Gopal vs Union of India, refused to order a complete ban on 

their sale and use, but imposed stringent conditions regarding their 

composition and usage.  



• It ruled that only crackers with reduced emission (improved crackers) and 

green crackers which stick to permissible noise emission standards be 

manufactured and sold henceforth.  

 

• It also banned their sale online and directed that they can be sold only through 

licensed traders. 



• Narasimha pointed out that the 2018 decision permitted sale of green 

crackers. 

 

• The SC said NGT had considered the same and adopted a moderate 

stance. 

 

• “This is restricted to Covid times. These are reasonable… It’s not like a 

blanket ban has been imposed… This is not a total ban. There is a 

misreading of the judgment,” said Justice Khanwilkar. 

 



• "When they have said that it is green, what is wrong with that? This is 

restricted to COVID times. These are reasonable. They take care. It's not 

like a blanket ban has been impsed. Tribunal has said that when it is clear, 

there is no question. This is not a total ban. There is a misreading of the 

judgement. Please remove this notion from your head, production is 

on", said the Bench. 

• The Court stated that production was allowed, and those who wanted to 

use firecrackers could do so with permission. 

• "The moment there is poor quality of air, all activities should stop",  






