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The news 

The demand for an 
autonomous state within 
Assam has been raised by 
some of the sections of 
the society in Assam 
under the provisions 
of Article 244A of the 
Constitution. 



 

In the 1950s, a demand for a separate hill state arose 
around certain sections of the tribal population of 
undivided Assam. 

After prolonged agitations, Meghalaya gained statehood 
in 1972. (Meghalaya was formed by carving out two 
districts from the state of Assam: the United Khasi Hills 
and Jaintia Hills, and the Garo Hills on 21 January 1972) 

The leaders of the Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills 
were also part of this movement. They were given the 
option to stay in Assam or join Meghalaya. 



 

They stayed back as the centre 
promised them more powers, 
including Article 244 (A). 

In the 1980s, the demand for more 
power/autonomy took the form of a 
movement with a number of Karbi 
groups resorting to violence. 

It soon became an armed separatist 
insurgency demanding full statehood. 

 



•Article 244(A) allows for creation of an 
‘autonomous state’ within Assam in 
certain tribal areas. 

•It also envisages creation of a local 
legislature or Council of Ministers or 
both to carry out local administration. 

•It was Inserted into the Constitution by 
the Twenty-second Constitution 
Amendment Act, 1969. 

•Article 244(A) accounts for more 
autonomous powers to tribal areas than 
the Sixth Schedule. Among these the 
most important power is the control 
over law and order. 
 

• In Autonomous Councils under the Sixth 
Schedule, they do not have jurisdiction of 
law and order. 

 



 

Sixth Schedule 

•The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution provides 
for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram to safeguard 
the rights of the tribal population in these states. 
 

• This special provision is provided under Article 244 
(2) and Article 275 (1) of the Constitution. 

•In Assam, the hill districts of Dima Hasao, Karbi 
Anglong and West Karbi and the Bodo Territorial 
Region are under this provision. 

The Governor is empowered to increase or decrease 
the areas or change the names of the autonomous 
districts. While executive powers of the Union extend 
in Scheduled areas with respect to their administration 
in fifth schedule, the sixth schedule areas remain 
within executive authority of the state. 



 

What is the Sixth Schedule? 

•Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, the 
Sixth Schedule under Article 244 seeks to safeguard 
the rights of tribal population through the formation of 
Autonomous District Councils (ADC). 

•ADCs are bodiesrepresenting a district to which the 
Constitution has given varying degrees of autonomy 
within the state legislature.    

•Autonomous DistrictCouncils (ADCs) are the 
autonomous administrative divisions that have some 
legislative, judicial, and administrative autonomy within 
a state. 

• ADCs have up to 30 members with a term of five years. 

• It can make laws, rules and regulations with regard to land, 
forest, water, agriculture, village councils, health, 
sanitation, village- and town-level policing, inheritance, 
marriage and divorce, social customs and mining, etc. 

 



 
Exception 

The Bodoland 
Territorial Council in 
Assam is an exception 
with more than 40 
members and the right 
to make laws on 39 
issues. 

 



 

•The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution 
deals with the administration and control 
of scheduled areas and scheduled tribes in 
any state except the four states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 
The whole of the normal administrative 
machinery operating in a state do not 
extend to the scheduled areas. 

•At present, 10 States namely Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and 
Telangana have Fifth Schedule Area. 

 



 

•The acts of Parliament or the state 
legislature do not apply to autonomous 
districts and autonomous regions or 
apply with specified modifications and 
exceptions. 

•The Councils have also been endowed 
with wide civil and criminal judicial 
powers, for example establishing village 
courts etc. However, the jurisdiction of 
these councils is subject to the 
jurisdiction of the concerned High Court 



 

Context 

The Supreme Court recently 
said a person declared as 
Scheduled Caste or 
Scheduled Tribe in one state 
cannot claim benefit of his 
status for employment, 
education or land allotment 
in any other state on 
migration. 



 

Key-takeaways from Supreme Court’s 
Judgment 
•Being a Scheduled Caste belonging to 
Punjab and being an ordinarily and 
permanent resident of Punjab, cannot 
claim the benefit of a Scheduled Caste in 
the state of Rajasthan for the purpose 
of purchase of land allotted to a landless 
Scheduled Caste person. 
•A person belonging to Scheduled 
Caste/Scheduled Tribe in relation to his 
original state of which he is permanent or 
an ordinarily resident cannot be deemed to 
be so in relation to any other state on his 
migration to that state for the purpose of 
employment, education etc. 
 



 

Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled 
Tribes (STs) are among the most 
disadvantaged socio-economic groups 
in India.  

 Scheduled Caste 

•Scheduled castes are sub-
communities within the framework of 
the Hindu caste system who have 
historically faced deprivation, 
oppression, and extreme social 
isolation in India on account of their 
perceived ‘low status’. 
•The 2011 Census places the number 
of scheduled castes in India at 16.6 
percent of the total population. 



 

SC in Varna system 

•Scheduled caste communities were considered 
avarna, or outside the existing varna system. 

•They were considered to be a section of people in 
Hindu society who are not from the four major 
varnas, i.e.,  

• Brahmin 

• Kshatriya 

• Vaishya 

• Shudra 

•The Hindu four-tier caste system, or varna system, 
forced these communities into work that 
predominantly involved sanitation, disposal of 
animal carcasses, cleaning of excreta, and other 
tasks that involved contact with “unclean” materials. 

 



 

Scheduled Tribes 

•Scheduled Tribes are classified as 
marginalised communities on the basis 
of geographical isolation. 

•Primitiveness, geographical isolation, 
shyness and social, educational & 
economic backwardness due to these 
reasons are the traits that distinguish 
Scheduled Tribe communities of our 
country from other communities. 

•There are over 700 Scheduled Tribes 
in India according to The National 
Commission for Scheduled Tribes. 

 



•The government 
think tank NITI 
Aayog has 
released the 
National 
Multidimensional 
Poverty Index 
(MPI). 



 

•the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index 2021 was 
released by the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty & Human Development 
Initiative (OPHI). 

•Aim: MPI aims to measure poverty in all its many aspects 
and actually complements existing poverty statistics based 
on individual spending expenditures. 

•Global MPI: According to the Global MPI 2021, the Indian 
standard is 66 out of 109 countries. National MPI aims to 
eliminate the global MPI and create a global-oriented MPI 
for India to design broad-based Transformation Programs 
with the ultimate goal of improving India's position at 
Global MPI levels. 

•Dimension: It has three equal dimensions - health, 
education and standard of living. 

 



 




