


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 The Supreme Court ordered the demolition of five 

apartments in Ernakulam's Maradu municipality in 
Kerala for violation of Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
rules. 

 These apartments were demolished recently. 



TOPICS COVERED 
 Govt policies and their performance. 

 Conservation, environmental pollution and 
degradation, environmental impact assessment. 

 For Prelims and Mains: CRZ Regulations- key features 
and significance. 

 



HOW DID THE APARTMENT 
COMPLEXES COME UP? 
 Maradu lies just 7km from Kochi.  

 The gram panchayat, formed in 1953,was upgraded to a 
municipality in 2010. On September 19, 2006, the 
panchayat, without obtaining the mandatory 
permission from theKerala State Coastal Zone 
Management Authority (KSCZMA) issued building 
permits to four companies - Alpha Ventures Private 
Limited,Holy Faith Builders and Developers Limited, 
Jain Housing andConstruction, and K.V. Jose – to 
construct apartment complexes. 

 People began to occupy apartments in 2010. 

 



 Nine months after issuing the permission, the Maradu 
gram panchayat,following a directive from the 
KSCZMA, issued a showcause notice to the builders. 

 



KSCZMA 
 KSCZMA is the empowered authority to deal with 

environmental issues related to the CRZ. It found that 
the construction was taking place in critically 
vulnerable coastal areas, which come under CRZ-III 
category. 

 In CRZ-III area, no construction is allowed within 200 
metres from the coast. In CRZ-II zone, works are 
allowed beyond 50 metres from the coast. 

 



HC 
 In reply to the notice, the builders approached the Kerala 

High Court in 2007.  
 They got an an interim stay order in July, which helped 

them to continue the construction.  
 In September 2012, the court ruled that the government 

had no power to issue instructions to the panchayat.  
 The court dismissed an appeal against the order in 

November 2016.  
 In the same year, it appealed to Supreme Court against the 

order. 
  It argued that the mandate for construction in CRZ areas 

lay with it and Maradu gram panchayat issued the 
construction permit without its concurrence. 



COMMITTEE 
 Last year, the Supreme Court constituted a three-

member committee consisting of the secretary to the 
local self government department (K.Gopalakrishna 
Bhat, IAS), district collector (K. Mohammed Y. Sarulla) 
and chief municipal officer (Subhash P.K), to ascertain 
whether the gram panchayat violated the CRZ rules.  

 The committee entrusted a technical committee to 
carry out the study. 



Technical committee 
 The technical committee found that the Maradu gram 

panchayat violated the CRZ rules.  

 The existing Coastal Zone Management Plan in Kerala 
was approved in 1996. According to it, Maradu has 
been marked as gram panchayat area and hence falls in 
the CRZ-III category. 



SC Order 
 In its order on May 8, 2019, the Supreme Court 

division bench of Justice Arun Mishra and Navin 
Sinha, said permission granted by the panchayat was 
illegal and void. 

 No such development activity could have taken place. 

 All such structures to be removed. 



Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
 Under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 of India, 

notification was issued in 1991, for regulation of 
activities in the coastal area by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (MoEF). 

 As per the notification, the coastal land up to 500m 
from the High Tide Line (HTL) and a stage of 100m 
along banks of creeks, estuaries, backwater and rivers 
subject to tidal fluctuations, is called the Coastal 
Regulation Zone(CRZ). 



CATEGORIES 
 CRZ-1: It is the ecologically sensitive area that is essential for 

maintaining the ecosystem of the coast. It lies between low and 
high tide line and includes the areas like mangroves, coral reefs 
and sand dunes. It was off-limits for tourism activities and 
infrastructure development, except for defence, strategic and 
rare public utility projects. 

 CRZ-2: These areas form up to the shoreline of the coast. 
Unauthorised structures are not allowed to construct in this 
zone. 

 CRZ-3: Rural and urban localities which fall outside the 1 and 2. 
Only certain activities related to agriculture even some public 
facilities are allowed in this zone. 

 CRZ-4: It includes the shallow belt of coastal waters extending 
up to 12 nautical miles. It is a crucial fishing zone for small 
fishers. 



CATEGORY 3 
  Includes relatively undisturbed areas, mainly rural 

areas.  

 No new construction of buildings allowed in this zone 
except repairing of the existing ones.  

 However, constructions of dwelling units in the plot 
area lying between 200-500m of the high tide line is 
allowed. 




