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 Onset of Monsoon – 1 June (Kerala) 

 Several southern states have 

received significantly deficit rainfall, 

while central states have received 

excess or large excess rainfall. 

 Reason – Cyclone Nisarga, which 

formed in the Arabian Sea around 

monsoon onset, pulled the moisture 

inland into central India. 
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Climate 

Change 

Assessment 

Report, 

2020 

 Country’s average temperature has risen by 0.7°C since 

1901. 

 It will increase to 4.4°C by end of the 21st century. 

 Summer monsoon rainfall has decreased over the 

country since 1950, particularly over the Indo-Gangetic 

plains and the Western Ghats. 

 However, the frequency of localised heavy rain 

occurrences has significantly increased over central 

India. 

 Extreme rains are concentrated in urban areas. 

 There is an increase in the frequency of extreme 

rainfall events all over India and delayed monsoon 

retreat dates. 
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Climate 

Change 

Assessment 

Report, 

2020 
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 Such a pattern can make locust 

attacks a perennial problem.  

 Locusts usually arrive at the 

scheduled desert area during the 

summer monsoon season for 

breeding and leave around October-

November. 

 This year, they arrived earlier and 

have since then, spread eastwards to 

regions that received ample rainfall 

between March and May. 

 If the monsoon retreat gets delayed, 

they will extend their stay, just like 

last year, and might cause a locust 

plague by the end of the year. 
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 According to government claims, 

India’s Asiatic Lion population 

recorded a historic increase of 151 in 

the past five years (29% increase). 

 According to a recent expert 

committee, setup by MoEFCC , the 

country has lost 92 Asiatic lions since 

January 2020 and nearly 40 per cent 

have died in the month of May 

alone. 
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Genuineness 

of the 

figures 

 The historic claim is not correct as the new numbers 

are based on a routine monthly assessment carried out 

by officials of the Gir Reserve Forest in Gujarat. 

 The population figures of 2015 are based on the 14th 

Asiatic lion population estimation, which happens once 

every five years. 

 Recently, PIB released a statement that 15th Asiatic lion 

population estimation, scheduled for June 5-6, has 

been postponed due to the covid-19 outbreak. 

 Expert Committee – India is witnessing one of the 

worst outbreaks of canine distemper virus which was 

the reason behind most of the deaths. 

 According to the Gir Forest Department, “There are no 

canine distemper virus cases at Gir. It is a media versus 

government thing and there is no truth in the news,” 
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Genuineness 

of the 

figures 

 According to the Forest Department, 46 lions have 

died since January this year, only 18 of them were sick, 

and rest died due to old age, drowning, snake bite, etc. 

 Forest Department figures are based on the findings of 

Poonam Avlokan (counting done every full moon) 

conducted by the Gujarat forest department on June 5 

and 6.  

 The department has been conducting this routine 

monthly counting since 2014 to get a rough estimate and 

it has never been promoted as an official figure of the 

government before. 

 The committee report was with the government by the 

time Poonam Avlokan started. 
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Apathy 

towards 

Asiatic Lion 

 In April 2013 the Supreme Court had ordered the 

relocation of some Asiatic lions from Gujarat to Kuno 

Palpur wildlife sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh.  

 In April 2013, an expert committee was set up to 

complete the translocation within six months.  

 It has been over seven years and the government is still 

delaying the process.  

 The demand for translocation peaked again in 

September 2018 after the canine distemper virus 

outbreak.  

 This could be the reason the Centre and the state are 

colluding to downplay the crisis.  
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Canine 

Distemper 

Virus 

 Canine distemper virus is known to cause a severe 
infection in carnivore animal’s gastrointestinal, 
respiratory and central nervous systems, as well as 
the conjunctival membranes of the eye. 

 The prevalence of this virus and its diversity in 
wildlife of India is not adequately studied. 

 It is transmitted through airborne exposure (through 
sneezing or coughing) to the virus from an infected 
dog or wild animal.  

 The virus can also be transmitted by shared food and 
water bowls. 

 The CDV is more dangerous for lions because lions 
move together in large numbers, making them more 
vulnerable to the virus. 

 No cure is available and by immunization, it may be 
prevented. 
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 Paddy, being a water guzzler, is responsible for the 

rapid decline in groundwater across the state.  

 Between 1966-67 and 2018-19, the area under 

paddy across Haryana has increased by 654 per 

cent; by comparison the area under wheat has 

increased by 244 per cent, oil seeds by 194 per cent 

and total food grains by just 29 percent, according 

to the Economic Survey of Haryana 2019-20.  

 During the same period, between 1974 and 2018, 

the state reported an average water table drop of 

10 metres.  

 The average water table in Kurukshetra has dropped 

by 30 m. 
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Government 

Interventions 

 Govt is encouraging farmers to grow less water-

consuming crops like maize and pulses. 

 Last year, the state launched ‘Jal Hi Jeevan’ scheme 
on a pilot basis in seven blocks. 

 The aim was to wean off 50,000 ha of the 87,900 ha 

under non-basmati paddy. 

 It offered the financial assistance of Rs 2,000 per acre 

(0.4 ha), free maize seeds, crop insurance and assured 

procurement at minimum support price (MSP). 

 This year, the government relaunched the scheme 

under a different name, Mera Pani Meri Virasat, and 

increased the incentive amount to Rs 7,000 per acre, 

targeting eight paddy-rich blocks. 

 Benefits are provided only if the farmer restricts paddy 

cultivation to 50 per cent of the land and grow less 

water consuming crops on the remaining. 
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Why 

Farmers are 

Reluctant? 

 Common narrative is that any crop other than paddy has 

less chance of survival in the areas.  

 For instance, every monsoon, most of Kaithal receives 

continuous rainfall for four to five days.  

 That’s the time no other crop but paddy survives. 

 Maize requires 21°C for germination and 32°C for 

growth.  

 The temperature in many targeted districts goes up to 40°C.  

 The plant might grow in such high temperatures but will 

yield poor grains. 

 Soil here is clay which leads to water-logging in case of a 

good rainfall. But maize and pulses require sandy loam 

soil.  

 Maize is, in fact, sensitive to stagnant water, particularly 

during the early stages of growth.  

 It does not survive if water stagnates for over 48 hours. 
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Why 

Farmers are 

Reluctant? 

 Many farmers did try to cultivate maize and pulses in the 

region, but they incurred heavy losses. 

 There is neither any established market for the crop in 

the region nor any arrangement for procurement.  

 The arthiyas (agents) and traders at the mandi refuse to 

buy it. 

 Those  who buy, offer price less than half, when compared 

with MSP. 

 Some farmers have diversified their crops to include 

cotton and horticulture. 

 This has nothing to do with water conservation, but 

because of scarcity of labour due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Way 

Forward 

 The track record of the government in promoting micro-

irrigation is behind its targets.  

 In 2018-19 alone the state had to bring 20,000 ha of farmland 

under the sprinkler system and 2,000 ha under drip irrigation.  

 But the Economic Survey of Haryana for 2018-19 shows that it 

has achieved only 33.7 per cent and 27.45 per cent of the 

targets.  

 Efforts should be made to achieve the targets. 

 If the government really wants a shift to maize, it should 

come up with a policy to promote it and put a procurement 

system in place.  

 Besides, the crop needs to be promoted in areas that receive 

less rainfall.  

 The government should also establish a market for the crop by 

setting up industries like starch manufacturing plants.  
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Impact of 

COVID-19 

 As per State Bank of India’s (SBI’s) Ecowrap research 

report released on April 16, almost 70 per cent of 

India’s economic activities have stopped. 

 The states with the most number of covid-19 cases—
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Delhi—are also the biggest 

contributors to the country’s economy. 

 Similarly, the cluster of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Madhya Pradesh, 

where covid-19 cases are rising fast, accounts for 34 per 

cent of India’s manufacturing activity.  
 This makes resumption of economic activities difficult in 

the near future. 

 According to UNDP, there are 100 mn migrant workers 

in India, many of whom have left cities for villages 

because they can no longer pursue their livelihoods. 
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Recent 

Initiatives by 

Government 

for DBT  

 Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, on March 26, 

announced a ₹ 1.70 lakh crore direct benefit transfer 
(DBT) package for 800 million, or two-thirds, of India’s 
population. 

 The DBT package includes support in cash and kind.  

 Under cash support, ₹ 500 will be transferred to all 200 
million women with accounts under PMJDY and ₹ 2,000 to 
87 million farmers under PM-KISAN. 

 As per a submission made by the government to the 

Supreme Court on March 31, over 0.6 million people 

who were on the roads had been stopped and provided 

accommodation, while over 22 million were provided 

ration. 
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Recent 

Initiatives by 

Government 

for DBT  

 DBT in cash  

 The cash component of the relief package also includes 

the increased wages under the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)—from ₹ 
182 to ₹ 202 a day— for 136 million beneficiary families. 

 DBT in kind  

 The support in kind is for three months and is being 

provided through the Public Distribution System.  

 It includes free supplies of 5 kg wheat or rice per head per 

month, 1 kg of preferred pulses per family per month and 

three refills of LPG cylinders under the PMUY(PM Ujjwala 

Yojana). 
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History of 

DBT 

 The Economic Survey of 2010-11 for the first time 

propounded the transition to a complete DBT mode. 

 In the Union budget of 2011-12, the government 

constituted a task force to explore ways and means to 

implement DBT, particularly for subsidies.  

 On January 1, 2013, India for the first time shifted seven 

Centrally sponsored schemes into DBT mode.  

 It set up the DBT Mission under the erstwhile Planning 

Commission. 

 Economic Survey of 2014-15 proposed JAM trinity—a Jan 

Dhan bank account, Aadhaar as the verification tool, and 

mobile phone as the personal operating system.  

 This created the basis for delivering benefits of schemes 

using DBT. 
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Advantages 

of DBT 

 Real time delivery of services. 

 Less chances of corruption due to low level of 

interference. 

 Limited scope of exclusion and inclusion errors. 

 Efficiency in service delivery with a reduction of 

ancillary costs. 

 Ensuring more transparency and accountability with 

the help of digitisation. 
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Challenges  

 Inefficient PDS system 

 In many cases it is found that the food and other essentials 

are not provided to the concerned population.  

 There are multiple issues like corruption and delays in 

delivery. 

 Inadequate banking infrastructure 

 Mainly in rural areas, there is less presence of Banking 

infrastructure.  

 This excludes a vast number of people form the benefits of 

DBT. 

 Identification of beneficiaries 

 It is one of the biggest challenges for DBT.  

 Aadhar card provides a hope for this but still it is not the full 

proof solution for receiving the services in remote areas.  

www.studyiq.com 



Way 

Forward 

 Addressing the issues of PDS system by eliminating 

corruption and delays. 

 Creating more banking infrastructure in remote areas. 

 Generating awareness among the people about the 

advantages of DBT and educating them about digital 

technologies related to DBT. 

 Empowering the gram panchayat through capacity 

building to reduce the inclusion and exclusion errors. 

 The whole mechanism of public service delivery 

requires social auditing framework. 
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Introduction 

 After the Central government announced a nationwide 

lockdown on March 24 and the school received orders 

to hold online classes, it exposed the great digital divide 

between urban and rural India.  

 Education is just one area that has highlighted the 

digital divide between India’s rural and urban areas 
during the lockdown.  

 The trend is evident everywhere— telemedicine, 

banking, e-commerce, e-governance, all of which 

became accessible only via internet during the 

lockdown.  
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Key 

Statistics 

 As per the monthly report released by the TRAI on June 

2020, the country had over 1,160 million wireless 

subscribers in February 2020, up from 1,010 million in 

February 2016.  

 This is a rise of 150 million subscribers in five years, or 30 

million per year.  

 The growth has been evenly distributed in urban and rural 

areas, with the number of urban subscribers increasing by 

74 million (from 579 million to 643 million) and rural 

subscribers by 86 million (from 431 million to 517 million). 

 But this growth only indicates the rise in basic 

telecommunication facility.  

 Services such as online classrooms, financial transactions 

and e-governance require access to internet as well as 

ability to operate internet-enabled devices like phones, 

tablets and computers.   
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Key 

Statistics 

 As per the 75th round of National Sample Survey 

conducted between July 2017 and June 2018, just 4.4% 

rural households have a computer against 14.4% in 

urban areas, with just 14.9% rural households having 

access to internet against 42% households in urban 

areas.  

 Similarly, only 13% people of over five years of age in rural 

areas have the ability to use internet against 37% in urban 

areas.  

 Urban areas have over 104 internet subscriptions per 

100 people (many have dual sim cards with internet 

connectivity), while the figure for rural areas is a little 

over 27.  

 Such numbers confirm the extent of India’s rural-urban 

digital divide.  
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Gender and 

Regional 

Disparity 

 The Mobile Gender Gap Report 2020 released in March 

by GSMA, says that while 79% men own a mobile phone 

in the country, the number for women is 63%.  

 The gender gap in mobile internet users is a huge 50 per 

cent, it states.  

 States too greatly differ in terms of people that have 

access to computer or in the know-how to use internet.  

 Himachal Pradesh leads the country in access to internet in 

both rural and urban areas.  

 Uttarakhand has the most number of computers in urban 

areas, while Kerala has the most number of computers in 

rural areas.  

 Overall, Kerala is the state where the difference between 

rural and urban areas is the least.  
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Government 

Initiatives 

 2014 saw the launch of National Digital Literacy Mission 

with the target to train 1 million people in selected 

districts in 18 months, followed by the launch of Digital 

Saksharta Abhiyan the same year to train an additional 

4.2 million people in four years.  

 In 2015, the government launched several schemes 

under its Digital India campaign to connect the entire 

country.  

 This includes the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta 

Abhiyan, launched in 2017 to usher in digital literacy in 

rural India by covering 60 million households. 

 BharatNet project has been launched to connect all the 

2,50,000 Gram panchayats in the country and provide 

100 Mbps connectivity to all gram panchayats. 
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Impact on 

public 

transport 

 There has been a massive drop in visits to transit stops 

and nodes as the use of public transport has plummeted 

across the country.  

 Public transport ridership came to a halt due to 

complete lockdown in India.  

 Post-lockdown, Low occupancy has hugely slashed 

revenue earning by bus operators. 

 

www.studyiq.com 



Impact on 

public 

transport 
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An 

unexplored 

Potential 

 To maintain physical distancing norms, the demand for 

contact-free transport — walking and cycling — has 

caught the public imagination.  

 Cycling and walking infrastructures for shorter trips can 

thus make a big difference in cities across the country. 

 As per the Census 2011, some 47% of daily trips in 

urban India are by walking and cycling and almost 60% 

of the daily trips are within five kilometres.  

 Yet, actual public funding remains narrowly focused on 

the construction of car-centric roads and highways. 

 Data on the setting up of smart cities, accessed from 

MOHUA in February 2019, shows that footpath and non-

motorised transport infrastructure accounted for only 7%  

of the funds spent, whereas 50% of the funds was spent 

on roads and highways. 
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Way 

Forward 

 A city with proper walking and cycling infrastructure can 

save 10-30 per cent of the transport cost, increase 

productivity, reduced traffic casualty rates, use up less land 

for parking and allow energy savings and emissions 

reduction. 

 To practise physical distancing, institutions and offices have 

maximised the use of digital platforms.  

 There are also several other benefits of WORK FROM HOME, 

which include saving of rent for office spaces, reduction in 

associated operational costs and increase in productive time 

due to less commuting. 

 As India is reopening its economy, Public transport and safe 

access are non-negotiable.  

 The pandemic has indeed re-emphasised the need for equity 

in transportation systems, public spaces and street spaces for 

safety and accessibility for all. 
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Introduction 

 Despite having declared the completion of 100% 

electrification in India under the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj 

Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (SAUBHAGYA), round- the-clock 

supply still remains a dream for many people especially 

in rural areas.  

 In this scenario the alternative energy generation 

solution provides a good hope.  

 The Husk power plants are providing good opportunity 

for developing countries like India.  
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Husk 

Power 

Systems 

 Husk Power Systems is a start-up company based 

in Bihar, India, that provides power to thousands of rural 

Indians using proprietary technology that has been 

developed by the firm that cost-effectively generates 

electricity using a biomass gasifier that creates fuel 

from rice husks. 

 Rice husk is a waste product of the rice hullers that 

separate the husks as chaff from the rice, a staple food in 

the region.  

 Husk Power Systems are working in the area of Solar PV 

power plants and Biomass gas power plant for 

production of electricity. 

 It provides reliable power to rural communities and 

businesses, entirely from renewable energy sources – 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. 
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Benefits 

 Provides reliable source of energy 

 The system provides reliability in terms of energy supply as 

they are not dependent on national grid supply. 

 Affordable solution  

 As there is less requirement of capital in comparison to other 

sources, it is an affordable source of energy.  

 Environment friendly solution 

 These small projects are environment friendly and causes less 

harm to nature and the ecosystem.  
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Way 

Forward 

 India has committed that by 2030, 40% of installed 

power generation capacity is to be based on clean 

sources.  

 It was also determined that 175 GW of RE capacity will be 

installed by 2022.  

 This includes 100 GW from solar, 60 GW from wind, 10 

GW from bio-power and 5 GW from small hydro power.  

 The alternative sources of energy like husk power 

provides a good hope for India to achieve these goals.  

 But there is need to incentivise the efforts through 

governmental interventions.  

 There is also requirement to make people more aware 

about these solutions. 
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