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Q) Consider the following statements about “Kala Kumbh” exhibition  

A)It was organized by the Ministry of Textiles. 

B)The exhibition was held exclusively for GI tag handicrafts. 

Options :  

1. Both A & B are correct 

2. Only A is correct 

3. Only B is correct 
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4. Neither of the two is correct 

GI tag to Kolhapuri chappal :- 

 The controller general of patents, designs and trademarks has granted the GI tag to 

Kolhapuri chappal from Kolhapur, Sangli, Satara and Solapur districts of 

Maharashtra and Dharwad, Belgaum, Bagalkot and  Bijapur of Karnataka.  

 It will o"er recognition to the footwear traditionally at the national and international 

markets, the originality of the product will be lost claims the local chappal makers. 

 According to the GI application made by the two states, Kolhapuris can be traced back to 

the 12
th 

century when King Bijjal ruled Bidar in Karnataka and his prime minister 

Vishwaguru Basavanna wanted to create  a casteless society and remove the stigma 

associated with the cobbler community. 

 The community embraced Lingayat faith and used its creative skills to start producing 

footwear known equally for its ruggedness and regal bearing. 

 Brand Kolhapuri came into being only in the beginning of 20th century when the 

footwear began to be traded in Kolhapur. Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj (1874-1922) of 

Kolhapur encouraged its production and  29 tanning centres were opened during his rule 

in Kolhapur. 

 

Japan gifted Manipur a museum of peace built on the 

memories of one of the fiercest battles of the  Second World 

War :- 

 The inauguration of the Imphal Peace Museum at Red Hill, about 20 km southwest of 

Manipur’s capital Imphal, marked the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Imphal. 

 Some 70,000 Japanese soldiers, alongside those of Subhash Chandra Bose’s Indian 

National Army, died in battles with the British-led Allied forces in areas around Imphal 

and Kohima from March to June 1944. 

 The last of these battles was fought at Red Hill, where the Japanese War Memorial was 

built in 1994 to mark the 50th anniversary of the battle. 

Battle of Imphal 1944 :- 

 In March 1944, the Japanese 15th Army began an advance against India’s north-east 

frontier to forestall a planned British invasion of Burma. 
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 They intended to capture the British supply bases on the Imphal Plain and cut the road 

linking Dimapur and Imphal at Kohima. With Imphal in their hands, the Japanese would 

be able to interrupt  air supplies to China. It would also give them a base from which to 

conduct air attacks against India. 

Q) Which of the following festivals was celebrated by government of Mizoram recently 

across 10 states in India and also in countries such as Myanmar, US and Bangladesh  

A)Zo Kutpui 

B)Sikpui Ruoi 

C)Yaoshang 

D)Ambubachi Mela 

Zo Kutpui festival :- 

 The first edition of the festival started on January 9, 2020 in Vanghmun in Tripura and 
and then spread to other states 

 In India, the significant Mizo population is found in Manipur, Tripura and Mizoram 

 This festival is an attempt to unify and strengthen the brotherhood among various Mizo 

tribes living in di"erent parts of the world 

 The event witnessed various cultural programmes by di"erent Mizo tribes, besides 

performance by various artistes belonging to Zo ethnic tribes of Mizoram and the 

Northeast 

India’s Haj quota :- 

 Saudi Arabia has increased India’s Haj quota from 170,000 to 200,000, paving the way 

for 30,000 more Indians to go for the annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca in the 

kingdom. 

 In 2018, government removed the Haj subsidy it provided to pilgrims undertaking Haj in 

the light of a Supreme Court order of 2012 and the same year government also allowed 

Muslim women to go on Haj  without Mehram (means male companion) 

 This enhanced quota means that India will send 2
nd 

highest number of pilgrims for Hajj 

after Indonesia 

 Haj is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, a city in Hejazi region of Saudi Arabia. It 

is the holiest city for Muslims. 

 Every physically and financially capable Muslim must perform Hajj rituals in Mecca 

(Saudi Arabia) at least once in lifetime. For poor people it is not mandatory. 

 Hajj pilgrimage occurs from the 8th to 12th (or sometimes 13th) of Dhu al-Hijjah, the last 

month of Islamic calendar (which is a lunar calendar). 



 

GoI nominates 2 sites to be included in World Heritage Sites 

List :- 

 The city of Fuzhou (China) will host the next session of the World Heritage Committee 

in 2020. 

 Dholavira: A Harappan site  

 Monuments and Forts of Deccan Sultanate  

Dholavira: A Harappan site (Present Kutch district) :- 

 Dholavira is crucial to India’s prehistory, a site of the Indus Valley Civilisation 

 It is located right on the Tropic of Cancer 

 Dholavira was at that time surrounded by the sea and was a trading port. 

 It is located on Khadir bet island in the Kutch Desert Wildlife Sanctuary in the Great 

Rann of Kutch. 

 The unique feature of Dholavira is its water conservation system. It had massive water 

storage reservoirs. 

Deccan Sultanates :- 

 Bijapur, Golconda, Ahmadnagar, Bidar and Berar. 

 The Deccan Sultanates were the five di"erent Muslim-ruled dynasties of the medieval 

period that ruled in Golconda, Bijapur, Bidar, Ahmednagar and Berar of South-

Central India. 

 These 5 kingdoms were situated between the Vindhya Ranges and the Krishna River 

in the Deccan Plateau which later became independent states during the disintegration of 

the Bahmani Sultanates. 
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Ahmednagar Sultanate :- 

 It was also known as the Nizam Shahi dynasty, the Ahmadnagar Sultanate was 

established by Malik Ahmed Shah Bahri after defeating the Bahmani Army led by 

Jahangir Khan on May 28, 1490. 

 Initially, Junnar was the capital of the Nizam Shahi dynasty but later in the year 1494, 

Bahri laid the foundation for the new capital Ahmednagar. Berar was annexed in the year 

1574 by Murtaza Shah.  Later in the year 1596, Chand Bibi defended the Nizam Shahi 

dynasty against the Mughal invasion  but was later again defeated in the year 1599 

 After the death of Chand Bibi. In the year 1600, Murtaza Shah II was declared as the 

sultan and later Khadki became the new capital of the dynasty. 

 The Ahmadnagar sultanate was finally conquered by Aurangzeb in 1636 AD, who was 
then the Mughal viceroy of Deccan. 

 

Bijapur Sultanate :- 

 Bijapur Sultanate known as the Adil Shahi dynasty was founded by Ismail Adil Shah in 

1490 A.D. and was ruled by the Adil Shahi Dynasty from 1490 A.D. to 1686 A.D. 

 Bijapur Sultanate was situated in the south-western part of India with its capital located in 

Bijapur and later conquered Bidar in 1619 A.D. Later in 1686 A.D., Aurangzeb finally 
annexed the Bijapur 

Berar Sultanate :- 

 The Berar Sultanate was founded by Fath-Ullah Imad-ul-Mulk in the year 1490 and 

was ruled by the Imad Shahi dynasty. 
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 Fath-Ullah Imad- ul-Mulk established the capital of the Berar Sultanate at Achalpur, 

Later in 1574, the Sultanate was annexed by Ahmednagar kingdom. 

Golconda Sultanate :- 

 The Qutb Shahi dynasty or the Golconda Sultanate was known as the ruling family of the 

sultanate of Golkonda. 

 Situated in South India, the Qutb Shahi dynasty was ruled by the Shia Muslims who 

belonged to the Turkmen tribe from the Turkmenistan-Armenia region. 

 This dynasty was founded by Sultan Quli Qutub-ul-Mulk in 1518. The dynasty ruled for 

171 years until the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb’s army conquered Golconda in 1687. 

Bidar Sultanate :- 

 Bidar Sultanate was the smallest of all the five Deccan sultanates and was founded by 
Qasim Barid after its independence in 1528. The dynasty was ruled by the Barid Shahi 

dynasty and was annexed by  the Bijapur sultanate in 1619 AD. 

February 21 - International Mother Language Day :- 

 International Mother Language Day has been observed every year since February 2000 

by UNESCO to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and multilingualism. 

 Theme: Languages without Borders. 

 In India – celebrated as Matrabhasha Diwas. India’s Theme: Celebrating our 

Multilingual Heritage. 

Cha-Chai Exhibition :- 

 Union Minister for Culture & Tourism Prahlad Singh Patel and President of the 

Portuguese Republic Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa jointly inaugurated the Cha-Chai, an 

installation of artwork of Joana  Vasconcelos at National Museum in New Delhi 

 The installation represents the five o’clock tradition of serving tea in Portugal that 

originated in the 17th century, it is believed to strengthen family bonding. This exhibition 

brings Cha-Chai, a wrought-iron  sculpture shaped as a teapot, by the renowned artist, 

Joana Vasconcelos.  
 The ‘Tea Pot’ and its iron railings represent the bridge between urban and rural 

landscape. The aroma of tea, as depicted by the installation, takes visitors to a memorable 

journey from this physical world to a  surreal world. 

 Century old, long lasting connection between Portugal and India shines through tea or 

chai. The Portuguese adopted chá (Sha) as their word for it, incredibly close to the Indian 

chai. 

Indian Heritage in Digital Space :- 



 Union Culture Minister Shri Prahlad Singh Patel inaugurated the first special exhibition 
on ‘Indian Heritage in Digital Space’  

 The exhibition was organized by Ministry of Culture and Tourism in collaboration with 

the Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi. 

 The technologies used to create the models of Heritages were developed by the IHDS 

programme. 

 IHDS is an initiative of Department of Science and Technology  

 The technologies used to create the models of Heritages were developed by the IHDS 

programme. IHDS is an initiative of Department of Science and Technology 

 IHDS aims to create 3D LASER scan data, holographic projections, Augmented reality 

and 3D fabrication to showcase glory of heritages. It has so far created reconstruction of 

Hampi and five other Indian  monuments namely Taj Mahal, Sun Temple, Kashi 

Vishwanath Temple, Ramachandra Temple and Rani Ki Vav. 

 

Q) Which of these heritage buildings in Kolkata were recently restored by the Ministry of 

Culture and re-dedicated to people of Kolkata by PM Modi?  

A. Currency Building 

B. Victoria Memorial 

C. Metcalfe Hall 

D. Belvedere House 

Options :  

1. A, B & C 

2. A, C & D 

3. B, C & D 

4. B & D 

 Kolkata’s three iconic colonial buildings, the Currency Building, Metcalfe Hall and 

Belvedere House have now been completely renovated. 

 PM Modi re-dedicated these buildings to the people of Kolkata 

Currency Building :- 
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 The Currency Building in Kolkata lies in the city’s Dalhousie region, and was built in the 

year 1833. The beautiful colonial building was designed in Italian style with Venetian 

windows. The building, till the  year 1937, was home to the Reserve Bank of India. 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) took over in  2002, and declared the building a 

protected monument. 

Metcalfe Hall :- 

 This gorgeous colonial structure was built between 1840-1844 as a public library, and it 

features 30 Corinthian pillars. Situated just around 200 m away from the Currency 

Building, the hall was restored  by early 2019. 

Belvedere House :- 

 It is situated inside the campus of the National Library of Kolkata, and was also neglected 

for a long At one point of time, the building used to be home to the Governors of Bengal 

and the Viceroys  of India and was Mir Jafar’s place before that. 
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