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EARLY LIFE 

• Tawakkol Karman was born on 7 February 1979 in 

Shara'b As Salam, Taiz Governorate, Yemen.  

 

•  She studied in Taiz. She is the daughter of Abdel Salam 

Karman, a lawyer and politician, who once served and 

later resigned as Legal Affairs Minister in Ali Abdullah 

Saleh's government. 
 

•  She is the sister of Tariq Karman, who is a poet, and 

Safa Karman, who is a lawyer and the first Yemeni 

citizen to graduate from Harvard Law School.  

 



CAREER 
 

 

• Safa is also a journalist and works as a journalist for Al-Jazeera.  

Karman earned an undergraduate degree in commerce from the 

University of Science and Technology, a graduate degree in political 

science from the University of Sana'a. 
 

•  In 2012, she received an Honorary Doctorate in International Law 

from University of Alberta in Canada.Like many Yemenis, Karman 

was forced to leave her country after the capital's takeover by Houthi 

rebels amid the deteriorating security situation.  

 

• From her new home in Istanbul, Karman continues to speak out 

against injustices committed in Yemen, including the war waged by 

the Saudi-UAE-led coalition and US drone attacks in her homeland 

 



 WORKS 
• Tawakkol Karman co-founded the human rights group Women 

Journalists Without Chains (WJWC) with seven other female 

journalists in 2005 in order to promote human rights, "particularly 

freedom of opinion and expression, and democratic rights. 

 

• In 2007, WJWC released a report that documented Yemeni abuses 

of press freedom since 2005. In 2009, she criticised the Ministry of 

Information for establishing trials that targeted journalists. 

 

• Tawakkol Karman was affiliated with the Al-Thawrah newspaper at 

the time she founded WJWC in March 2005.She is also a member 

of the Yemeni Journalists' Syndicate. 

 



2011 PROTESTS 
• During the 2011 Yemeni protests, Tawakkol Karman organised 

student rallies in Sana'a in protest against the long-standing rule of 

Saleh's government. On 22 January, she was stopped while driving 

with her husband by three plain-clothed men without police 

identification and taken to prison, where she was held for 36 hours 

until she was released on parole on 24 January. 

 

• She then led another protest on 29 January where she called for a 

"Day of Rage" on 3 February similar to events of the 2011 Egyptian 

revolution that were in turn inspired by the 2010–2011 Tunisian 

revolution. On 17 March, she was re-arrested amidst ongoing 

protests. 



2011 PROTESTS 

 

• During the protests, Karman was part of a large number 

of women activists—up to 30 percent of the protestors—
demanding change in Yemen. 

 

•  At the time, Karman was in Washington, D.C., where 

she said the female protesters were "reject(ing) the 

injustice that the Saleh regime has imposed on them. 

And this is a new stage for the Yemeni women, because 

they will not hide behind veils or behind walls or anything 

else." 

 



 NOBEL PRIZE 

 • Karman became the first Arab woman, the 

youngest person at that time to have become 

a Nobel Peace Laureate and the category's 

second Muslim woman. 
 

• In 2011, she was reportedly called the "Iron 

Woman" and "Mother of the Revolution" by 

some Yemenis 
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