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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

Article 31B of the Constitution confers on the enactments included in 

the Ninth Schedule to the Constitution immunity from legal challenge 

on the ground that they violate the fundamental right enshrined in 

Part III of the Constitution.  



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

The Schedule consists of list of laws enacted by various State 

Governments and Central Government which inter alia affect rights 

and interest in property including land. 



In the past, whenever it was found that progressive legislation 

conceived in the interest of the public was imperilled by litigation, 

recourse was taken to the Ninth Schedule.  

 

Accordingly, several State enactments relating to land reforms and 

ceiling on agricultural land holdings have already been included in 

the Ninth Schedule.  



Since the Government is committed to give importance to land 

reforms, it has been certain decided to include land reform laws in 

the Ninth Schedule so that they are not challenged before the 

Courts.  

 

The State Governments of Bihar, Karnataka, Kerala, Orissa, 

Rajasthan; Tamil Nadu and West Bengal have suggested the 

inclusion of some of their Acts relating to land reforms in the Ninth 

Schedule. 



  

Since the amendment to Acts which are already placed in the Ninth 

Schedule are not automatically immunised from legal challenge, a 

number of amending Acts along with a few principal Acts are also 

proposed to be included in the Ninth Schedule so as to ensure 

that implementation of these Acts is not adversely, affected by 

litigation. 



 



Article 334 of the Constitution lays down that the provisions 
of the Constitution relating to the reservation of seats for the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and the 
representation of Anglo-Indian community by nomination in 

the Lok Sabha and in the Legislative Assemblies of the 
States shall cease to have effect on the expiration of a period 

of fifty years from the commencement of the Constitution.  



Although the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes have 
made considerable progress in the last fifty years, the reasons 

which weighed with the Constituent Assembly in making 
provisions with regard to the aforesaid reservation of seats and 

nomination of members, have not ceased to exist.  

 

It is, therefore, proposed to continue the reservation for the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and the 

representation of the Anglo-Indians by nomination for a further 
period of ten years. 



 



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

The Tenth Finance Commission had submitted its report on the 26th 

November, 1994 for the period of five years, i.e.,from 1995-96 to 

1999-2000. The said report was laid on the table of both the Houses 

of Parliament on the 14th March,1995.  

One of the recommendations of the Commission that has been under 

consideration of the Government is an alternative scheme of sharing 

of the proceeds of certain Union taxes and duties between the Union 

and the States. 



The alternative scheme envisages that twenty-six per cent out of the 

gross proceeds of Union taxes and duties (excluding stamp duty, 

excise duty on medicinal toilet preparations, Central Sales Tax, 

Consignment tax, cesses levied for specific purposes under any 

law made by Parliament and Surcharge) is to be assigned to the 

States in lieu of their existing share in income-tax, basic excise 

duties, special excise duties and grants in lieu of tax on railway 

passenger fares. 



In addition, three per cent share in the gross proceeds of all Central 

taxes and duties (excluding stamp duty, excise duty on 

medicinal/toilet preparations, Central Sales Tax, Consignment tax, 

cesses levied for specific purpose under any law made by 

Parliament and Surcharge) is to be assigned to the States in lieu 

of their existing share in Additional Excise Duties in lieu of Sales 

Tax on tobacco, cotton and sugar.  



The commission had proposed that tobacco, cotton and sugar may 

continue to be exempt from Sales Tax and the Additional Excise 

Duties in lieu of Sales Tax on these items may be merged with the 

Basic Excise Duties. 



Whether the alternative scheme would be more gainful to the Centre 

or to the States vis-à-vis existing arrangements would entirely 

depend on the relative growth in the Collection of various Central 

taxes and duties to be pooled. 
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