


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 India has added 10 more wetlands to the sites 

protected by the Ramsar Convention. 



WETLANDS INCLUDED 
 Maharashtra: Nandur (state’s first). 

 Punjab: Keshopur-Miani, Beas Conservation Reserve 
and Nangal. 

 Uttar Pradesh: Nawabganj, Parvati Agra, Saman, 
Samaspur, Sandi and Sarsai Nawar. 



SIGNIFICANCE 
 This addition will help in achieving India’s ambition 

mission ‘Nal se Jal’ which aims to provide piped water 
connection to every household by 2024. 

 Wetlands provide a wide range of important resources 
and ecosystem services such as food, water, fibre, 
groundwater recharge, water purification, flood 
moderation, erosion control and climate regulation. 



Ramsar Convention 
 The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar 

Convention, is the intergovernmental treaty that 
provides the framework for the conservation and wise 
use of wetlands and their resources. 

 It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. 

 The Convention was adopted in the Iranian city of 
Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in 1975.  

 Since then, almost 90% of UN member states, from all 
the world’s geographic regions, have acceded to 
become “Contracting Parties”. 



 Its aim is to develop and maintain an international 
network of wetlands which are important for the 
conservation of global biological diversity and for 
sustaining human life through the maintenance of 
their ecosystem components, processes and benefits. 

 Wetlands declared as Ramsar sites are protected under 
strict guidelines of the convention. 



Montreux Record 
 Montreux Record under the Ramsar Convention is a 

register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of 
International Importance where changes in ecological 
character have occurred, are occurring, or are likely to 
occur as a result of technological developments, pollution 
or other human interference. 

 It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List. 

 Currently, two wetlands of India are in Montreux record: 
Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan) and Loktak Lake 
(Manipur). 

 Chilika lake (Odisha) was placed in the record but was later 
removed from it. 



Why are wetlands important? 
 Wetlands are the vital link between land and water as they are the 

transition zone. 
 They mitigate floods, protect coastlines and build community 

resilience to disasters, reduce the impacts of floods, absorb pollutants 
and improve water quality. 

 Wetlands are critical to human and planet life. More than one billion 
people depend on them for a living and 40% of the world’s species live 
and breed in wetlands. 

 They are a vital source for food, raw materials, genetic resources for 
medicines, and hydropower. 

 They play an important role in transport, tourism and the cultural and 
spiritual well-being of people. 

 They provide habitat for animals and plants and many contain a wide 
diversity of life, supporting plants and animals that are found nowhere 
else. 



Reasons for depletion 
 Excessive pollutants (Industrial effluents, domestic waste, 

agricultural runoff etc.) are dumped into wetlands beyond 
the recycling capacity. 

 Habitat destruction and deforestation create ecological 
imbalance by altering the population of wetland species. 

 Conversion of wetlands for agriculture and encroachment 
by public and mafia. 

 Overfishing and fish farming (Aquaculture). 

 Overgrazing in marshy soils. 

 Removal of sand from beds near seas makes the wetland 
vulnerable to wave action and tidal bore. 



National Wetlands Conservation 
Programme (NWCP) 
 Aim: Conservation of wetlands to prevent their further 

degradation and to ensure their wise use for the 
benefit of local communities and overall conservation 
of biodiversity. 



 NWCP was implemented in the year 1985-86. 

 Under the programme, 115 wetlands have been 
identified by the MoEF which require urgent 
conservation and management interventions. 

 Criteria for identification of wetlands of national 
importance under NWCP are the same as those 
prescribed under the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands. 



 The Central Government is responsible for the overall 
coordination of wetland conservation programmes. 

 It also provides guidelines, financial & technical 
assistance to state govt. 

 Since the land resources belong to them, the State 
Governments/UT Administration are responsible for 
the management of wetlands. 

 



Piped Water Connection by 2024 
 The Prime Minister has said that the government will 

provide piped water to every household by 2024. 

 Some 8.43 million households, currently without 
drinking water facilities, have to be connected to piped 
water . 

 Some 4,620 households would have to be added to the 
network every day, at the rate of 40 liters per day. 

 



If a wetland of international importance is brought under the 
‘Montreux Record’, what does it imply? 

 Changes in ecological character have occurred, are 
occurring or are likely to occur in the wetland as a 
result of human interference. 

 The country in which the wetland is located should 
enact a law to prohibit any human activity within five 
kilometres from the edge of the wetland 

 The survival of the wetland depends on the cultural 
practices and traditions of certain communities living 
in its vicinity, and therefore the cultural diversity 
therein should not be destroyed 

 It is given the status of ‘World Heritage Site’ 




