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Polity  



Q-1. Consider the following statements in the context of Right 
to Recall 

1. A recall election is a procedure by which voters can remove 
an elected official from office through a direct vote before 
their term has ended 

2. Right to Recall is a fundamental right of the Indian Citizen 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given 
below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Ans: a 

Only statement 1 is correct. 

Explanation: 

News: Recently, Haryana Assembly passed Haryana Panchayati Raj 
(Second Amendment) Bill, 2020, which provides the right to recall 
members of Panchayati Raj institutions. 

• Right to Recall is a process whereby the electorate has the power to 
remove the elected officials before the expiry of their term. It is an 
example of instrument of direct democracy. 

• This is not a new concept for India. The concept of “Rajdharma”, wherein 
the lack of effective governance was a cause for removal of a king, has 
been spoken about since the Vedic times. 

 

 



• M.N. Roy, in 1944, proposed a shift to a decentralised and devolved form of governance, 
allowing for representatives to be elected and recalled. 

• The ROPA, 1951, only provides for “vacation of office upon the commission of certain 
offences and does not account for general incompetence of the representatives or 
dissatisfaction of the electorate as a ground for vacation”. 

• Former Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath Chatterjee sought the introduction of a system 
of a “Right to Recall” of a legislator to ensure accountability. 

• The Right to Recall also exists at local level bodies in Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and 
Chhattisgarh. 

• There exists no recourse for the electorate if they are unhappy with their elected 
representative. 

 

 



Q-2. With regard to the Star Campaigners, consider the 
following statements 

1. Star campaigners of respective political parties are 
nominated Election Commission of India to campaign in 
a given set of constituencies 

2. Both  recognised And un-recognised political party can 
have 40 Star campaigners each 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

(a) 1 Only (b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 



Ans: d 

Both the statements are incorrect. 

Explanation: 

News: Recently, Election Commission of India (ECI) removed 
Congress Leader Kamal Nath from the party’s list 

of Star Campaigners. 

• Star campaigners are nominated by political parties to 
campaign in a given set of constituencies. 

• List of star campaigners must be communicated to Chief Electoral 
Officer and ECI within a week from the election notification date as 
required under section 77(1) of Representation of the People Act 
(RPA), 1951. 

 

 



• A recognised political party can have 40 Star campaigners and an 
unrecognised (but registered) political party can have 20. 

• Expenditure incurred on campaigning by such notified star campaigners is 
exempt from being added to the election expenditure of a candidate. 

 

 



Q-3. Consider the following statements with regard to the 
Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) 

1. Its primary objective is to promote, protect and enforce the 
rights of consumers  

2. It is empowered to order recall of unsafe goods and 
services 

3. It has been created under the Consumer Protection Act, 
1986 

Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given 
below 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 



Ans: a 

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. 

Explanation: 

News: The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 replacing the earlier 1986 
Act came into force. 

• It has created Creation Central Consumer Protection Authority 
(CCPA). 

• Its primary objective is to promote, protect and enforce the rights of 
consumers and will be assisted by a Director General of Investigation 
which will look into cases and submit its report to the Authority. 

 

 



• It can conduct investigations into violations of consumer rights and 
institute complaints/prosecution. 

• It can order recall of unsafe goods and services. 

• It is empowered to order discontinuance of unfair trade practices and 
misleading advertisements. 

  

 



Q-4. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2020 prohibits 
which of the following to accept any foreign 
contribution? 

1. election candidates 

2. editor or publisher of a newspaper 

3. judges 

4. members of any legislature 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 3 and 4 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 



Ans: d 

Explanation: 

News: The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2020 
was passed by Parliament amending the provisions of Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 (FCRA). 

• Prohibition to accept foreign contribution: Under the Act election 
candidates, editor or publisher of a newspaper, judges, government 
servants, members of any legislature are prohibited to accept any 
foreign contribution. 

 

 



• The Amendment adds public servants to this list. Public servant 
includes any person who is in service or pay of the government, or 
remunerated by the government for the performance of any public 
duty. 

• Transfer of foreign contribution: Under the Act, foreign contribution 
cannot be transferred to any other person unless such person is also 
registered to accept foreign contribution. 

 

 



Q-5. Consider the following statements with regard to the Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) 

1. These organisations are not a part of the government, but 
have a legal status and are registered 

2. In India, NGOs are backed by Article 19(1)(c) which allows 
the right to form associations 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given 
below 

(a) 1 Only (b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 



Ans: c 

Both the statements are correct. 

Explanation: 

News: Recently, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) tightened 
oversight on funds received by non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs). 

• NGO is defined by the World Bank as a not-for-profit organization that 
pursue activities to relieve suffering, promote the interests of the poor, 
protect the environment, provide basic social services, or undertake 
community development. 

 

 



• These organisations are not a part of the government, but have a 
legal status and are registered as Trust, Society or Private Limited 
Non-Profit Company. 

• Constitutionally NGOs are backed by: 

Article 19(1)(c) which allows the right to form associations, 

Article 43 to promote cooperatives in rural areas, 

Concurrent List mentions charitable institutions, charitable and 
religious institutions. 

 

 



Q-6. Recently, Minister of State for Finance has pitched for 
legalizing betting in India. Which of the following 
committees recommended legalizing betting in India? 

a) Urjit Patel Committee 

b) Nandan Nilekani Committee 

c) Justice Lodha Committee 

d) Justice Malimath Committee 

 

 



Ans: c 

Explanation: 

• Supreme Court appointed Lodha committee in 2015 to give final verdict for 
IPL scandal and recommendations for reforms in BCCI.  

• The Justice RM Lodha Committee made several groundbreaking 
recommendations to the Supreme Court. These include almost a complete 
restructuring of the BCCI, creation of a separate body to govern IPL, a ban 
on ministers or government servants holding posts in the BCCI, and more.  

• The recommendations are:  

a) Lodha panel wants BCCI to come under RTI Act.  

b) Lodha panel recommends legalisation of betting.  

c) Lodha panel proposes one person one post. 

 

 



Q-7. Consider the following statements with regard to the 
National Recruitment Agency 

1. It will conduct the Common Eligibility Test (CET) for 
recruitment to non-gazetted posts in government and public 
sector banks 

2. It will be a Society registered under the Societies Registration Act 

3. The examinations will be conducted in Hindi and English only 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

(a) 1 Only (b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 



Ans: b 

Statements 1 and 2 are correct.  

Explanation: 

News: The Union Cabinet recently approved setting up of National 
Recruitment Agency, an independent body to conduct examination for 
government jobs. 

• NRA will conduct the Common Eligibility Test (CET) for recruitment to 
non-gazetted posts in government and public sector banks. 

• NRA will be a Society registered under the Societies Registration Act, 
headed by a Chairman of the rank of the Secretary to the 
Government of India. 

 

 



• It will have representatives of Ministry of Railways, Ministry of 
Finance, Staff Selection Commission (SSC), Railway Recruitment 
Board (RRB) & Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS). 

• CET will be held twice a year with different CETs for graduate level, 
12th Pass level and 10th pass level to facilitate recruitment to 
vacancies at various levels. 

• The examinations will be conducted in 12 languages. 

• CET will be a first level test to shortlist candidates and the score will 
be valid for three years. 

 

 



Q-8. Consider the following statements with regard to the 
National Medical Commission (NMC) 

1. It is a statutory body under National Medical Commission 
(NMC), Act, 2019 

2. It has replaced the Medical Council of India (MCI) as the 
country’s medical education regulator 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given 
below 

(a) 1 Only (b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 



 10 Ex-officio Members including Presidents of the Under-
Graduate and Post-Graduate Medical Education Boards, 
General of Health Services, Directorate General of Health 
Services, and Director General, Indian Council of Medical 
Research. 

 22 Part-time Members Of which at least 60% of the members 
must be medical practitioners. 

• Issues with MCI: poor regulation of undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses, Lack of accountability, alleged corruptions etc. 

 

 



 10 Ex-officio Members including Presidents of the Under-
Graduate and Post-Graduate Medical Education Boards, 
General of Health Services, Directorate General of Health 
Services, and Director General, Indian Council of Medical 
Research. 

 22 Part-time Members Of which at least 60% of the members 
must be medical practitioners. 

• Issues with MCI: poor regulation of undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses, Lack of accountability, alleged corruptions etc. 

 

 

 



Q-9. Law Commission of India is: 

a) Constitutional Body 

b) Statutory Body 

c) Executive Body 

d) None of the above  

 



Ans: c 

Explanation: 

News: Recently, 22nd Law Commission was constituted by the Central Government. 

• It is a non-constitutional, non-statutory body constituted by the Government of India from 
time to time. 

• It is an executive body established by an order of the Government of India. 

• The Law Commission, on a reference made to it by the Central Government or suo-motu, 
undertake research in law and review of existing laws in India for making reforms therein and enacting new 
legislations. 

• It also undertakes studies and research for bringing reforms in the justice delivery systems 
for elimination of delay in procedures, speedy disposal of cases, reduction in cost of litigation 
etc. 

• The tenure of the Commission is three year and is usually re-constituted after every three 
years. 

• It is an advisory body to the government and its recommendations are not binding upon the 
government. 

 

 

 



• It also undertakes studies and research for bringing reforms in the 
justice delivery systems for elimination of delay in procedures, speedy 
disposal of cases, reduction in cost of litigation etc. 

• The tenure of the Commission is three year and is usually re-
constituted after every three years. 

• It is an advisory body to the government and its recommendations are 
not binding upon the government. 

 

 

 



Q-10. With regard to the Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 
2019, consider the following statements 

1. According to it, Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) will 
hold office for a term of five years 

2. It empowers the Central Government to determine the 
salaries, allowances, and other terms and conditions of 
service of the central and state CIC and ICs 

Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given 
below 

(a) 1 Only (b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 



Ans: b 

Only statements 2 is correct. 

 

 

News: Recently, the Parliament enacted the Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019. 

Amendments brought in the RTI Act are: 

• Removal of fixed term- As per the RTI Act 2005, the CIC and ICs (at the central and state 
level) will hold office for a term of five years. The Amendment removes this provision 
and states that the central government will notify the term of office for the CIC and 
the ICs (at the central and state level). 

 

 



• Determination of Salary- As per the RTI Act 2005, the salary of the CIC and ICs (at the 
central level) will be equivalent to the salary paid to the Chief Election Commissioner and 
Election Commissioners, respectively. Similarly, the salary of the CIC and ICs (at the state 
level) will be equivalent to the salary paid to the Election Commissioners and the Chief 
Secretary to the state government, respectively. The Amendment empowers the Central 
Government to determine the salaries, allowances, and other terms and conditions of 
service of the central and state CIC and ICs. 

 

• Removed the provisions regarding deductions in salary of the CIC, IC, State CIC and a 
State IC due to pension or any other retirement benefits received by them for their previous 
government service. 

 

 



Q11 In the context of Election Expenditure, consider the following statements 

1. The Conduct of Election Rules,1961 prescribes that total election expenditure by 
candidate shall not exceed maximum limit 

2. Any change in the rule requires approval of Ministry of Law and Justice 

3. Current expenditure limit for state and Parliament elections differs from state to 
state 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



Ans: d 

All statements are correct. 

Explanation: 

News: Following the Election Commission’s recommendation to increase the poll 
expenditure, the Ministry of Law and Justice approved a 10% increase in the same 
for election campaigns. 

• Rule 90 of Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 prescribes that total election 
expenditure by candidate shall not exceed maximum limit. 

• Any change in the rule requires law ministry’s approval. 
• Current expenditure limit for state and Parliament elections differs from state to 

state. 

• A limit has been fixed for all expenses such as prints and electronic 
advertisements including social media accounts, public meetings, etc. 

• EC imposes limits on campaign expenditure incurred by a candidate, but not by a 
political party. 



Q12 Consider the following statements with regard to the  Association of World 
Election Bodies (A-WEB) 

1. It is largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide 

2. India is a Chair of A-WEB for 2019-2021 

3. Its Permanent secretariat is located at Vienna, Austria 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



Ans: b 

Statements 1 and 2 are correct.  

Explanation: 

News: Recently, ECI completed one-year chairmanship of A-WEB and organized 
an international webinar on ‘‘Issues, Challenges and Protocols for Conducting 
Elections during Covid-19”. 
• Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) is largest association of Election 

Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide. 

• It was established in 2013 in South Korea. Its Permanent secretariat is located at 
Seoul. 

• At present A-WEB has 115 EMBs as Members. 

• Last year India had taken over as Chair of A-WEB for 2019-2021. 

• An India A-WEB Centre has been established at New Delhi, for documentation, 
research and training for sharing the best practices and capacity building of 
officials of A-WEB members. 



Q13 Consider the following statements in the context of Opinion and Exit Poll 

1. An opinion poll is conducted before balloting whereas an exit survey is 
conducted after elections 

2. Election Commission of India stated that no opinion polls could be conducted for 
constituencies that had already voted 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Ans: c 

Both the statements are correct. 

Explanation: 

News: Election Commission has issued advisories on opinion poll and exit poll. 

• An opinion poll is conducted before balloting to gauge the intentions of voters, 
and an exit survey is conducted after elections to find out who they actually voted 
for. 

• EC declared that Exit polls can be telecast by agencies, including all websites, 
only after the final phase of polling and no opinion polls could be conducted for 
constituencies that had already voted. 

• Section 126A of the Representation of the People's Act, 1951 clearly states that 
"No person shall conduct any exit poll and publish or publicise by means of the 
print or electronic media or disseminate in any other manner, whatsoever, the 
result of an exit poll during such period as may be notified by the Election 
Commission in this regard." 



Q14 If a person found guilty of breach of privilege or contempt of the either House 
of the Parliament which of the following punishments can be imposed? 

1. Admonition or reprimand 

2. Suspension from the House 

3. Expulsion from the House 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



Ans: d 

Explanation: 

• Breach of privilege refers to some of the distinct rights that are enjoyed by the 
legislators in a parliament or an assembly without which they cannot discharge 
their functions and these rights are peculiar to them and as such are not enjoyed 
by members of any other institution or body of individuals. 

 

• When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a 
breach of privilege and is punishable under law of Parliament. 

 

•  In India, these privileges emanate from the Constitution itself with identical 
provisions in this regard in the form of Articles 105 and 194, which give these 
privileges to the Members of Parliament and members of the state legislature 
respectively. 

 

 



• Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and correspondingly 
Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya Sabha rulebook governs privilege. 

• In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges consisting of 
15 members as per respective party strengths. 

• The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. 

• The House may impose one of the following punishments on a person found 
guilty of breach of privilege or contempt of the House: 

1. Admonition or reprimand 

2. Suspension from the House 

3. Expulsion from the House 

 



Q15 Which of the following Schedules of the Constitution consist 
the Official Languages of India? 

Schedule 4 

Schedule 7 

Schedule 8 

Schedule 9 

 



• C 

 

• News: Recently, Chief Justice of India recommended amending the Official 
Languages Act of 1963 to include more vernacular languages in governance, and 
not just confine it to Hindi and English. 

 

• The Eighth Schedule to the Constitution consists of the following 22 languages. 

 

• Currently, the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution contains 22 languages-
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, 
Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, 
Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Dogri. 

 

• Part XVII of the Indian constitution deals with the official languages in Articles 343 
to 351. 



• The Official Languages Act of 1963 was enacted in 1963 to provide for the 
languages which may be used for the official purpose of the Union, for 
transaction of business in Parliament, for Central and State Acts and for certain 
purpose in High Courts. 

 

• As per the Act, both English and Hindi shall be used for certain specified 
purposes like resolutions, rules, general orders, notifications, press 
communiqués, administrative and other reports, licenses, tenders, etc. 

 
 






