


CURRENT AFFAIR 
 The difference of opinion between the Governors and 

respective State governments in Kerala and West 
Bengal are alarming. 

 These Governors have arrogated to themselves an 
activist role. 

 



Governors 
 Kerala Governor Arif Mohammad Khan has made 

repeated public statements on controversial questions 
such as the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019. 

 He has said that it was his duty to defend the laws 
made by the Centre. 



 West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar often 
appears eager for the next spectacular showdown with 
the State government. 



State reaction 
 The parties barring the central ruling party in both 

States are agitated over the proactive and provocative 
roles of their respective Governors. 



Constitutional role of the Governor 
 The appointment and powers of government can be 

derived from Part VI of the Indian constitution. Article 
153 says that there shall be a Governor for each State. 
One person can be appointed as Governor for two or 
more States. 

 The governor acts in 'Dual Capacity' as the 
Constitutional head of the state and as the 
representative. 

 He is the part of federal system of Indian polity and 
acts as a bridge between union and state governments. 



ELIGIBILITY 
 Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India 

specify eligibility requirements for the post of 
governor. They are as follows: 

 A governor must: 

 Be a citizen of India.  

 Be at least 35 years of age. 

 Not be a member of the either house of the parliament 
or house of the state legislature. 

  Not hold any office of profit. 



TERM 
 The term of governor's office is normally 5 years but it 

can be terminated earlier by: 

 Dismissal by the president on the advice of the council 
of minister headed by the prime minister of the 
country.  

 Dismissal of governors without a valid reason is not 
permitted. However, it is the duty of the President to 
dismiss a governor whose acts are upheld by courts as 
unconstitutional and malafide.  

 Resignation by the governor. 



Current conflict  
 The current situation is extraordinary because of the 

political context. 

 No other government in the past has sought to 
construct a centralising narrative for the nation as the 
current one at the Centre. 

 No government in the past has been as intolerant as 
the current one is towards its diversity. 

 In this schema, the Governor appears to have a critical, 
instrumental role. 



Constitutional provisions 
 Article 163: It talks about the discretionary power of 

governor. 

 Article 256: The executive power of the Union shall 
extend to the giving of such directions to a State as 
may appear to the Government of India to be 
necessary for that purpose. 

 Article 257: The executive power of the Union shall 
also extend to the giving of directions to a State as to 
the construction and maintenance of means of 
communication declared in the direction to be of 
national or military importance. 



 Article 355: It entrusts the duty upon Union to protect the 
states against “external aggression” and “internal 
disturbance” to ensure that the government of every State 
is carried on in accordance with the provisions of 
Constitution. 

 Article 356: In the event that a state government is unable 
to function according to constitutional provisions, the 
Central government can take direct control of the state 
machinery. The state's governor issues the proclamation, 
after obtaining the consent of the President of India. 

 Article 357: It deals with Exercise of legislative powers 
under Proclamation issued under Article 356 by the central 
government. 
 






