
http://bit.ly/2MaESF1


28th December 



Q1. With reference to the Indus valley civilization, which of the 

following statements are correct?  

1. The Indus people worshipped only female goddess  

2. Indus people cultivated Wheat and Barley and there is no 

evidence of rice cultivation  

3. Chanhu Daro was the only city in the Indus Valley civilization 

which does not have a citadel  

 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 3 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 only 

 d) 3 only 



• Ans d 

• Numerous terracotta figurines of women have been found from 

Harappa. In one of the figurine a plant is growing out of the embryo 

of women representing earth goddess. This goddess was 

connected with the origin and growth of plants. The Harappans 

worshipped earth goddess as fertility goddess and in similar 

manner as Egyptians worshipped the Nile goddess Isis. But we are 

not sure that Harappa's like Egyptians were matriarchal or not. In 

Egypt daughter inherits the throne or property, but in Harappa who 

inherits this, we have no knowledge about this. It is only in 6th 

century AD onwards that various mother goddesses such as 

Durga, Kali, Chandi, Amba etc. came to be regarded as goddess in 

Puranas and Tantric literatures In Harappan civilization the male 

deity was represented on seal 



• The male deity was having three (3) horns head. He sits like a 

yogi on a stool in crosslegged position. Animals like Elephant, 

Tiger, Rhinoceros and Buffalo surrounded him while two Deer 

are under his stool In Lothal evidence of Rice Husk is found 

(This is the only place other than Rangapur in IVC where 

evidence of rice is found) The only city in the Indus Valley 

civilization which does not have a citadel was Chanhu Daro, 

located some 130 kilometres south of Mohenjo-Daro.  



Q2. Consider the following statements with respect to Energy 

Efficiency Revolving Fund  

1. The fund will be administered by Asian Development Bank  

2. The fund aims to expand and sustain investments in the energy 

efficiency market in India, build market diversification, and scale 

up existing technologies Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) None of the above 



• Ans c 

• Asian Development Bank and Energy Efficiency Services signed 

a USD 13 million grant to set up Energy Efficiency Revolving 

Fund. The fund is to be administered by ADB. It aims to expand 

and sustain investments in the energy efficiency market in India, 

build market diversification, and scale up existing technologies. 

Global Environment Facility (GEF) will provide the additional 

financing for the ongoing projects under this fund. Additional 

grants from GEF will be used by EESL for making investments 

in new and emerging technologies. EESL is under the 

administration of Ministry of Power and is working towards 

mainstreaming energy efficiency 



Q3. With reference to Chhau dance, consider the following 

statements  

1. It is a tradition from eastern India that enacts episodes from 

epics including the Mahabharata and Ramayana only  

2. It does not involve the use of any musical instruments 

3. Purulia, Mayurbanj and Seraikella are the distinct styles related 

to Chhau dance  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 3 only  

d) 1 only 



• Ans c 

• Chhau dance is a tradition from eastern India that enacts 

episodes from epics including the Mahabharata and Ramayana, 

local folklore and abstract themes. Its three distinct styles hail 

from the regions of Seraikella, Purulia and Mayurbhanj, the first 

two using masks. Chhau dance is intimately connected to 

regional festivals, notably the spring festival Chaitra Parva. Its 

origin is traceable to indigenous forms of dance and martial 

practices. Its vocabulary of movement includes mock combat 

techniques, stylized gaits of birds and animals and movements 

modelled on the chores of village housewives. 



•  Chhau is taught to male dancers from families of traditional 

artists or from local communities. The dance is performed at 

night in an open space to traditional and folk melodies, played 

on the reed pipes mohuri and shehnai. The reverberating 

drumbeats of a variety of drums dominate the accompanying 

music ensemble. Chhau is an integral part of the culture of 

these communities. It binds together people from different 

social strata and ethnic background with diverse social 

practices, beliefs, professions and languages. However, 

increasing industrialization, economic pressures and new media 

are  

 



Q4. The writ of Prohibition can be best explained as 

 a) Writ issued by a higher court to a lower court or tribunal to 

transfer a case pending with the latter to itself  

b) Writ issued by a higher court to a lower court or tribunal to 

squash the order of latter in the case 

c) Writ issued by a higher court to a lower court or tribunal to 

prevent the latter from exceeding its jurisdiction  

d) Writ issued by the court to enquire into the legality of claim of a 

person to a public office 



• Ans c 

• Prohibition literally means ‘to forbid’. It is issued by a higher 
court to a lower court or tribunal to prevent the latter from 

exceeding its jurisdiction or usurping a jurisdiction that it does 

not possess. Thus, unlike mandamus that directs activity, the 

prohibition directs inactivity. 

• The writ of prohibition can be issued only against judicial and 

quasi-judicial authorities. It is not available against 

administrative authorities, legislative bodies, and private 

individuals or bodies. 



Q5. With respect to HELINA missile, consider the following 

statements  

1. It is a helicopter-launched version of NAG anti-tank guided 

missile 

 2. It is indigenously designed and built by DRDO 

 Which of the above statements are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) None of the above.  



• Ans c 

• India recently test-fired its helicopter-launched version of NAG 

anti-tank guided missile, HELINA. It is indigenously designed 

and built by DRDO. Helina has a hit range of 7-8 km can be 

launched from army chopper. It is guided by an infrared imaging 

seeker (IIR) operating in the lock-on before-launch mode and 

helps in further strengthening the defence capabilities of the 

country.  



Q6. With respect to martial law, consider the following statements  

1. The concept of martial law has been borrowed in India from the 

US constitution  

2. The Indian Constitution has a specific provision that authorises 

the executive to declare martial law  

3. The martial law can be imposed for the whole of the country 

 Choose the correct code  

a) 1 and 3 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) None of the above 
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• Ans d 

• Article 34 provides for the restrictions on fundamental rights 

while martial law is in force in any area within the territory of 

India. It empowers the Parliament to indemnify any government 

servant or any other person for any act done by him in 

connection with the maintenance or restoration of order in any 

area where martial law was in force. The Parliament can also 

validate any sentence passed, punishment inflicted, forfeiture 

ordered or other act done under martial law in such area. The 

Act of Indemnity made by the Parliament cannot be challenged 

in any court on the ground of contravention of any of the 

fundamental rights.  



• The concept of martial law has been borrowed in India from the 
English common law. However, the expression ‘martial law’ has not 
been defined anywhere in the Constitution. Literally, it means 
‘military rule’. It refers to a situation where civil administration is 
run by the military authorities according to their own rules and 
regulations framed outside the ordinary law. It thus implies the 
suspension of ordinary law and the government by military 
tribunals. It is different from the military law that is applicable to 
the armed forces. It is imposed in some specific area of the 
country. There is also no specific or express provision in the 
Constitution that authorises the executive to declare martial law. 
However, it is implicit in Article 34 under which martial law can be 
declared in any area within the territory of India. The martial law is 
imposed under the extraordinary circumstances like war, invasion, 
insurrection, rebellion, riot or any violent resistance to law. Its 
justification is to repel force by force for maintaining or restoring 
order in the society.  



• During the operation of martial law, the military authorities are 

vested with abnormal powers to take all necessary steps. They 

impose restrictions and regulations on the rights of the 

civilians, can punish the civilians and even condemn them to 

death. The Supreme Court held that the declaration of martial 

law does not ipso facto result in the suspension of the writ of 

habeas corpus 



Q7. Consider the following statements  

1. It is a medium sized evergreen coniferous tree native to the 

Himalaya and parts of southeast Asia 

2.“Taxol” a potent drug used to treat ovarian and breast cancers is 
extracted from the leaves of this tree  

3. It is categorised as endangered under IUCN red list Which of the 

following tree is being referred to here? 

a) Himalayan yew  

b) Himalayan trillium  

c) Himalayan cedar tree 

d) Himalayan Mandrake 



• Ans a 

• Taxus wallichiana, the Himalayan yew, is a species of yew, native 

to the Himalaya and parts of south-east Asia. The species has a 

variety of uses in traditional medicine. It is currently classified as 

endangered by the IUCN. The species favours a reasonably wide 

range of habitats, growing in montane, temperate, warm 

temperate, and tropical sub-montane to high montane forests 

which may be deciduous, evergreen, or of mixed character. In 

forests, it tends to present as a low canopy tree; in open 

situations it usually forms a large, broadly spreading shrub. It is a 

mediumsized evergreen coniferous tree growing to 20 m tall. The 

Himalayan yew has been subject to heavy exploitation for its 

leaves and bark across most of its range through the Himalayas 

and western China. Declines have been particularly heavy in India 

and Nepal, with losses of up to 90% having been reported. “Taxol” 
a potent drug used to treat ovarian and breast cancers is 

extracted from the leaves of this tree. 



Q8. Which of the following are the sources of Brown carbon? 

 1. Tar materials form smouldering fires or coal combustion 

 2. Breakdown products from biomass burning  

 3. Mixture of organic compounds from soil and volatile organic 

compounds given off by vegetation  

Choose the correct code  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) All of the above 



• Ans d 

• A recent study has revealed that Black Carbon travelling from 

Mediterranean countries during the western disturbance may be 

one of the factors for receding snowlines in the Himalayas. 

Black Carbon is inorganic in nature consisting of soot particles 

that directly come out of combustion processes. It is formed 

through the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels, biofuel etc. 

Brown Carbon comes from complex organic reactions in the 

airborne atmospheric particles. It includes  

• Tar materials form smouldering fires or coal combustion.  

•  Breakdown products from biomass burning.  



• Mixture of organic compounds from soil and volatile organic 

compounds given off by vegetation. Both Black and Brown 

carbon absorbs sunlight and thus in turn warms the atmosphere 

leading to receding snowline. Black carbon absorbs light in the 

visible spectrum whereas Brown carbon is light brown in colour 

and absorbs light in the ultraviolet region. Brown Carbon leads 

to the formation of ground level ozone in the atmosphere and 

increased black carbon also leads to vanishing medicinal herbs 

due to receding snowline 

 



Q9. Consider the following statements about the Aadhaar Virtual ID 

(VID)  

1. It is a temporary, revocable 12- digit random number mapped 

with the Aadhaar number  

2. It can be used in lieu of Aadhaar number whenever authentication 

or e-KYC services are performed  

3. It is possible to derive Aadhaar number from VID Which of the 

above statements are correct?  

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) All of the above  



• Ans a 

• VID is a temporary, revocable 12-digit random number mapped 

with the Aadhaar number. VID can be used in lieu of Aadhaar 

number whenever authentication or e-KYC services are performed. 

Authentication may be performed using VID in a manner similar to 

using Aadhaar number. It is not possible to derive Aadhaar number 

from VID. VID can be generated only by the Aadhaar number 

holder. They can also replace (generate a new VID) their VID from 

time to time after UIDAI set minimum validity period (currently set 

as 1 day, i.e. a new VID be generated after 00:00 hrs on the next 

day). At any given time only one VID will be valid for an Aadhaar 

number. UIDAI will provide various options to Aadhaar number 

holders to generate their VID, retrieve their VID in case they forget, 

and replace their VID with a new number. These options will be 

made available via UIDAI’s resident portal, e-Aadhaar download, 

Aadhaar Enrolment centre, m-Aadhaar mobile application etc.  



Q10. With reference to Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana, which of the 

following statements are correct?  

1. It is launched for providing financial support to Integrated 

Bioethanol Projects using lignocellulosic biomass and other 

renewable feedstock  

2. The ethanol produced by the scheme beneficiaries will be 

mandatorily supplied to Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs)  

3. Centre for High Technology (CHT), a technical body under the 

aegis of Ministry of Power, will be the implementation Agency for the 

scheme 

 Choose the correct code  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) All of the above 



• Ans a 

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Hon’ble 

Prime Minister has approved the “Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv 

Indhan- Vatavaran Anukool fasal awashesh Nivaran) Yojana” for 
providing financial support to Integrated Bioethanol Projects 

using lignocellulosic biomass and other renewable feedstock. 

Under this Yojana, 12 Commercial Scale and 10 demonstration 

scale Second Generation (2G) ethanol Projects will be provided 

a Viability Gap Funding (VGF) support in two phases 



• Phase-I (2018-19 to 2022-23): wherein six commercial projects 

and five demonstration projects will be supported.  

• Phase-II (2020-21 to 2023-24): wherein remaining six commercial 

projects and five demonstration projects will be supported. The 

scheme focuses to incentivise 2G Ethanol sector and support 

this nascent industry by creating a suitable ecosystem for 

setting up commercial projects and increasing Research & 

Development in this area. 

• Centre for High Technology (CHT), a technical body under the 

aegis of MoP&NG, will be the implementation Agency for the 

scheme. 



Q11. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Green New 
Deal’ 
1. It is a non binding inter – government deal by UN which aims to 

address climate change and economic inequality.  

2. It calls for an end destructive energy extraction and associated 

infrastructure: fracking, tar sands, offshore drilling, oil trains, 

mountaintop removal, natural gas pipelines, and uranium mines.  

Which of the above statements are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans b 

• The Green New Deal The Green New Deal will convert the old, 

gray economy into a new, sustainable economy that is 

environmentally sound, economically viable and socially 

responsible. It seeks to solve the climate crisis by combining 
quick action to get to net- zero greenhouse gas emissions and 

100% renewable energy by 2030 along with an “Economic Bill of 
Rights” – the right to single-payer healthcare, a guaranteed job at 

a living wage, affordable housing and free college education. It is 

a proposed plan in US congress which is also facing severe 

resistance from other ministers.  
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