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List of Upcoming 
Government 
Exams 2019-20 

Prelims: 28th and 29th Dec 
2019 Mains: 29th Jan 2020

IBPS PO

Prelims: 12th, 13th, 19th and 20th Oct 
2019 Mains: 30th Nov 2019

IBPS SO

Prelims: July 2019 2019 
Mains: August 2019

Prelims: 7th, 8th, 14th and 15th Dec 
2019 Mains: 19th Jan 2020

SBI PO

IBPS Clerk

Starts on 3rd, 4th and 11th August 2019

IBPS RRB
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    The �rst and the most important thing to start your 
preparations is to collect quality study material (online/o�ine, 
depends upon your ease). E-books and Online Study Material.
   Devote at least 2 hours to your studies daily and spent time to 
strengthen your weaker areas.
   Devote at least 2 hours to your studies daily and spent time 
to strengthen your weaker areas.
    Start with the basic concepts of di�erent topics. You can do 
this by going through the notes and videos available on 
STUDY IQ.
    Attempt Questions based on the topic that you study on a 
daily basis.
   Start your preparation with 1 mock test daily.
    Try to make time in between o�ce hours and try to make 
attempt quizzes.
   Start preparing for Prelims & Mains exams simultaneously 
don’t neglect mains exam.
   Revise regularly so that you remember everything.

Repo Rate or the Repurchase Rate is the rate at which a bank 
borrows money from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The bank 
pledges or sells government securities to the RBI for the same. 
Also, these loans are usually for a period of up to two weeks. 
Hence, it refers to short-term loans. It is di�erent from the Bank 
Rate with respect to the tenure of the loan.

When banks have surplus funds and they deposit them with the 
RBI for short periods, the RBI o�ers them a Reverse Repo Rate.

    As a working aspirant, it will be di�cult for you to study regularly 
and for long hours. You might be tired some days, other days, you 
might be late in leaving o�ce. No matter what, create a timetable. 
All you have to do is study for 2-3 hours daily and 5-6 hours on 
weekends. If you miss studying on some days, you will have to 
manage it and catch up over the weekends.

    Since you are already working, it will be speci�cally di�cult for you 
to keep up with your studies, but if you are determined enough to 
clear the exam , you will have to make time and will have to push 
yourselves to make sure you do not skip on a single day of study. If you 
are not able to make time for studies on any given day, make sure that 
you do will adjust it on another day. You will have to be very sincere 
with your studies.

    The �rst thing to do is to get thorough with the syllabus of bank 
exams. You need to have a detailed knowledge of all the concepts 
and topics that are included under each section. Stick a copy of such 
detailed syllabus on the wall of your room. 

bankiq.in
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Timetable 

Setting your Goal 

Repo Rate

Reverse Repo Rate

Bank Rate is the rate at which the RBI lends funds to commercial 
banks. This is usually a long-term loan. RBI’s long-term monetary 
policies govern the Bank Rate.

Bank Rate

An accounting standard is a common set of principles, standards 
and procedures that de�ne the basis of �nancial accounting 
policies and practices. 

Accounting Standard

A loan where repayments are not being made as originally 
agreed between the borrower and the lender, and which may 
never be repaid.

Bad Loan

Study Plan

    Once you have understand the and clear about the pattern and 
syllabus, mark the sections and topics that you are weak in and 
spends more time on these sections and topics.

Syllabus 

How to prepare?

Banking Terminology :

Your strong and weak point
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It is the amount of Funds borrowed by the government to meet the 
expenditures.

It refers to the Central Government policy with respect to the quantity 
of money in the economy, the rate of interest and the exchange rate.

“Gross Domestic Product”- the monetary value of all the �nished goods 
and services produced within a country’s borders in a speci�c time 
period, usually annually.

bankiq.in
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Fiscal De�cit

Monetary Policy

GDP

Created to promote monetary and exchange stability in the global 
economy. This means it monitors �nancial developments around the 
world and lends funds to needy countries.

International Monetary Fund

An increase in prices which means that the purchasing power of 
money falls- in other words you get less for your money than you 
used to.

AEPS- Aadhaar Enabled Payments Switch.
ACS- Automated Clearing System
ATM- Automated Teller Machine
BCSBI- Banking Codes and Standards Board of India
BR Act- Banking Regulations Act, 1949
MUDRA- Micro Units Development and Re�nance Agency
NABARD- National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
RTGS- Real Time Gross Settlement
SENSEX- Sensitive Index of Stock Exchange
UIDAI- Unique Identi�cation Development Authority of India

In�ation 

ABBREVIATIONS:

Notes
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   Banking Frauds
   EWS reservation
   Cashless Economy
   Bank Merger
   General Elections

bankiq.in
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FIVE GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS FOR BANK EXAMS 

How working Aspirant should prepare for Exams?

NotesTopics for 
Group 
Discussion 

APRIL 2019
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TIP OF THE MONTH:

Banking jobs, especially in public sector banks in India, are one of 
the most secure jobs with a secure future and lots of 
opportunities for growth. Apart from high salary, these jobs have 
many other benefits and perks. It is of no surprise that every year 
lakhs of candidates appear for these exams, including people 
who are already working in some other sectors. However, many 
working candidates, with little time to spare, find it extremely 
difficult to prepare for these exams

Before you start with your preparation, the most crucial and 
important thing is to understand the pattern and syllabus of that 
exam you are going to appear for. Once you are clear with the 
syllabus and pattern of the exam, try to do a self-analysis then.



   Starting now, all Dena Bank customers will have renewed access 
to credit facilities immediately. Both Dena and Vijaya Bank 
customers will now be able to access BoB's global presence at 
101 o�ces. Combined, the three banks will have a diverse and 
vast range of products.. According to experts, the merger will 
help boost customer services by way of increased e�ciencies. It 
is likely to be a win-win for customers as the merger involves 
synergies in the branch network, low-cost deposits and 
subsidiaries. 

    As far as net NPA is concerned, for BoB it was 4.26% in the 
December quarter. Given the fact that Dena has much higher 
NPAs, the new NPA numbers for the combined entity is 
marginally higher at 4.80% .Yes, net NPA has increased but it is 
not a blow up by any means, and at 4.8% but this is something 
that we can address over the next two quarters, net NPA of BoB 
stood at around ₹19,000 crore and this would move to ₹30,000 
crore on a combined basis.

    Public sector lender Bank of Baroda has now become India’s third
largest lender after State Bank of India and private lender HDFC Bank 
upon its merger with Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank, which comes into 
e�ect on April 1.
    This is so far the second largest amalgamation in Indian banking 
history after the State Bank of India merged with �ve of its associates 
and Bharatiya Mahila Bank in April 2017.
    Bank of Baroda said that the consolidated entity will comprise over 
9,500 branches, 13,400 ATMs, 85,000 employees to serve 12 crore 
customers.
    The lender will have a business mix of Rs 15 lakh crore of a balance 
sheet, along with the deposits and advances of Rs 8.75 lakh crore and  
Rs 6.25 lakh crore, respectively.
    The merged entity would also receive Rs 5,042 crore fund infusion 
from the government. The Ministry of Finance has conveyed its 
decision to infuse the capital in BoB.

    The government had announced the merger in September last year. 
It was among a host of big-bank reforms aimed at making public banks 
healthier and more competitive.
    The merger, if successful, will set a template for reviving other weak 
public sector banks. If, eventually, PSBs become lesser in number, the 
government will have it much easier to monitor operations, allocate
funds and keep a tab on performance. 

bankiq.in
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AIM:

What it means for the three banks?

What it means for customers?

NPA ( Non Performing Assets):

   The primary objective of this amalgamation is aimed at 
improving the customer base, consolidating the public-sector 
banking and enabling the merged entity to compete at global 
banking level. Further, such massive consolidation is also 
expected to reduce the lending cost, the number of NPAs and 
increase the merged bank's operational stability and 
pro�tability. The central government had, previously in 2017 as 
well, merged six banks into State Bank of India, making it the 
largest banking conglomerate. This amalgamation will present 
Bank of Baroda as the global conglomerate in the banking 
sector aiming to achieve the higher working e�ciency, �nancial 
stability and wider operationality.

   The merger will lower operational and funding costs, and also 
strengthen risk management practices for each of the three 
banks. As a result, operational e�ciencies for all three are likely 
to go up signi�cantly. Dena Bank will be the biggest immediate 
bene�ciary of the merger. It has been the weakest among the 
three, with negative return on assets. For quite a while, the bank 
was languishing under RBI's prompt corrective action (PCA) 
framework, which essentially means severely limited access to
 funding. The scenario will now change. 
   Bank of Baroda, the strongest of the three, will on the other 
hand have to subsidies weak fund allocation of Dena Bank. 
   The combined entity will have a strong presence across the 
nation with more than 34% of low-cost deposits, a capital bu�er 
of nearly 12%. BoB is the biggest of the three with Rs 10.29 lakh 
crore of total business, followed by Vijaya at Rs 2.79 lakh crore 
and Bank at Rs 1.72 lakh crore.

BOB is now 3rd largest Bank as Dena, Vijaya 
merger take e�ect:

Indian Banking Scenerio after merger:

Topic in 
News
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Pros-

    The merger will reduce the cost of banking operation
    Merger will result in better NPA and Risk management
    The merger will help the geographically concentrated regionally 
present banks to expand their coverage.
    A larger bank can manage its short and long term liquidity better. 
There will not be any need for overnight borrowings in call money 
market and from RBI under Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) and 
Marginal Standing Facility (MSF).
    In the global market, the Indian banks will gain greater recognition 
and higher rating.
    With a larger capital base and higher liquidity, the burden on the 
central government to recapitalize the public sector banks again and 
again will come down substantially.

    Most acquisitions in India were borne out of compulsions and over 
90 per cent of past acquisitions had failed to achieve the objectives.
   Many banks focus on regional banking requirements. With the 
merger the very purpose of establishing the bank to cater to regional 
needs is lost.
   Large bank size may create more problems also. Large global banks 
had collapsed during the global �nancial crisis while smaller ones had 
survived the crisis due to their strengths and focus on micros aspects.
    With the merger, the weaknesses of the small banks are also 
transferred to the bigger bank.

bankiq.in
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 Pros and Cons of Bank Merger: Notes
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Appointments 
and 
Resignations
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    Twitter India on Monday appointed Manish Maheshwari, former 
CEO of Network18 Digital, as Managing Director for the country 
operations, nearly eight month after its Country Director Taranjeet 
Singh quit.

Twitter India Head

    The World Bank’s executive board unanimously selected 
63-year-old Malpass, a senior US Treasury o�cial, as 
thebank’s 13th President for a �ve-year term. The World Bank 
President is chair of Boards of Directors of the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development and International
Development Association.

President of World Bank

    Former MD & CEO Karnam Sekar of Dena Bank, is set to take 
over as the new Managing Director and CEO of Indian Overseas 
Bank from July 1, 2019

New MD and CEO of Overseas Bank

Notes
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    After State Bank of India and HDFC Bank the merger of Bank of 
Baroda, Dena and Vijaya, as announced by government in 
September 2018, creates the third largest bank in the country. Before 
this State Bank had merged �ve of its associate banks.
    BoB said the consolidated bank will have over 9,500 branches, 
13, 400 ATMs, 85,000 employees to serve 12 crore customers also have 
a business mix of Rs 15 crore of balance sheet, with deposits and 
advances of Rs 8.75 lakh crore and Rs 6.25 lakh crore. The bank will 
have a 22 per cent market share in Gujarat and 8-10 per cent market in 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

Banking and 
Financial 
Awareness

3rd largest lender

Ind AS For leases

Boost FDIIndian Railways and ADB

   Indian Railways is set to raise $750 million from the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) through its �nancing arm 
IRFC, at a rate of interest which would be only 125 basis 
points higher than the cost of funds for ADB. This will help the 
transporter stick to its capex plan for FY20.IRFC will be 
receiving the rupee-equivalent of the amount which means 
there would be no currency risk. “It is not a sovereign deal but 
a commercial deal”, the o�cial said. 
   Election Commission has been informed about the 
announcement, given that it’s Model Code of Conduct is in force.

Headquarter of Asian Development Bank- Manila, Philippines
President of ADB- Takehiko Nakao

Railway Minister-  Piyush Goyal

    The government has noti�ed a new accounting standard I
nd AS 116 to be e�ective from April 1, which will bring more 
transparency in recognition and disclosures about leases in 
companies’ balance sheets. It will also prevent “window dressing” 
of accounts. Ind AS 116 is the equivalent of IFRS (International 
Financial Reporting Standards) 116.

    The current account de�cit is at 2.5% of GDP, the BoP 
should not have been in a de�cit of $4.3 billion. One of the key 
takeaways from the Balance of Payments (BoP) data for Q3FY19 
is that capital �ows. FDI are slowing. Indeed, the BoP has now 
been in de�cit for the third-straight quarter because fresh equity 
�ows appear to have plateaued; in the nine months to 
December, they were $33.5 billion, down 7% y-o-y. The 
combined FDI in�ows in FY16 and FY17 were at $83.5 billion and 
about $45 billion in FY18. As a share of GDP, FDI �ows have 
slipped from 2.54% in FY19 to 1.24% in the April
December 2018 period; the lowest in six years.
   The NDA government has eased the investment rules cross 
several sectors defence, for instance there hasn’t been much 
of an impact.

APRIL 2019

Headquarter of Asian Development Bank- 
Manila, Philippines 
President of ADB- Takehiko Nakao 

Railway Minister-  Piyush Goyal 
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    The Supreme Court’s rejected the RBI’s February 12 circular and 
it is a setback for banking and the resolution of bad loans. Indian 
promoters have long reckoned that if they owe money to the banks, 
it’s the banks’ problem.
    Section 35AA of the Banking Regulation Act does not empower 
the RBI to issue a generic mandate to wield IBC, Supreme Court.
    Even the ongoing Jet Airways resolution can take a hit, while RBI can 
�le a review petition, not too many review petitions get upheld. Till the
circular was issued, banks had a series of mechanisms to resolve bad
loans- Corporate Debt Restructuring (CDR), S4A etc., but the success
achieved was very poor. RBI disbanded all these schemes and said
that, just the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) would be used.
Many have argued that the IBC was a one-size-�ts-all and that the
Supreme Court did well to strike it down. It is also argued that it is
banks that should take a decision on whether to go to IBC and not RBI.

RBI 25th Governor- Shaktikant Das
Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra
Founded- 1april 1935, Kolkata.

    The Reserve Bank of India cut the repo rate by another 25 basis
 points to 6%. This is its �rst bi-monthly rate review of �nancial year 
2019-2020, headed by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das, the six
member committee voted 4:2 for the decision.

    There has been way too much tax terrorism-despite promises 
to the contrary and the regulatory environment is far from 
friendly, a good example is the telecom industry.

   It is a special window for the commercial banks to borrow from
the RBI against approved government securities, when bank is 
facing cash shortage. It is generally higher than Repo rate.
   An increase in the MSF rate leads to higher borrowing cost for 
the banks and thus, reduces money supply in the economy.
    This is the good news for borrower as EMIs are likely to go 
down for retail borrowers assuming that banks pass on the 
bene�ts of the lowered rates to the end consumers.
    As the central bank lowers the key policy rates, it is likely that 
banks will follow suit and reduce their marginal cost of funds 
based lending rates (MCLR), which is an internal benchmark 
below which banks cannot lend, except in some cases 
allowed by the RBI.
    The RBI has cut India’s GDP growth projection for 2019
20 to 7.2% from 7.4% forecasted in February policy meet, 
because of the declaration in domestic economic activity 
due to a slowdown in consumption, both public and private.

RBI 25th Governor- Shaktikant Das
Headquarters- Mumbai
Founded- 1april 1935, Kolkata.

   Dr. Pami Dua , Dr. Ravindra H. Dholakia, DR, Michael Debabrata 
Patra and Shri Shaktikanta Das voted in favour of the decision to 
reduce the policy repo rate by 25 basis points. Dr. Chetan Ghate 
and Dr. Viral V. Acharya voted to keep policy rate unchanged.

   The commerce ministry, after consulting various departments 
like information technology and agriculture, has made an o�er to 
U.S. to resolve trade issues between the two countries, Union 
Minister Suresh Prabhu. USA wants greater market access for its 
agricultural, dairy products and medical devices, reduction in 
import duties on certain IT products and increasing their exports 
to bridge trade de�cit with India.
   Prabhu said that, in the last one year, the U.S. exports to India 
have increased by about 48 per cent. He also said that India 
would like to buy about 1,000 aircrafts from the world and the 
U.S. could be one of the potential suppliers.

Bad Loans

RBI bi-monthly monetary policy review

Marginal Standing Facility (MSF)-

    Also called The benchmark interest rate
    It is the rate @ which the RBI lends money to the banks for a short 
term. When the repo rate increases, borrowing from RBI becomes 
more expensive.
    This in turn, raises the interest rate in the economy and therefore 
reduces the total money supply. Repo rate up means loans expensive, 
repo rate down means loans are cheaper.

Repo Rate
India-U.S trade talks

    Rate @ which RBI borrows money from banks for short term. The 
apebank uses this tool to change the money supply in the economy.
    An increase in the reverse repo rate means that the banks 
will get a higher rate of interest from RBI. As a result, banks 
prefer to lend their money to RBI which is always safe instead 
of lending it to others (people, companies, etc.,) which is 
considered risky.

Reverse Repo Rate

APRIL 2019
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    Asian Development Bank (ADB) has lowered India’s growth 
forecast for 2019-20 to 7.2 per cent from 7.6 per cent estimated 
earlier due to moderation in global demand and likely shortfall in
 revenue on the domestic front. For the just concluded �scal (2018-19) 
also, ADB has cut the growth estimate to 7 per cent from 7.3 per cent 
projected in December last year, said in its Asian Development 
Outlook (ADB) 2019.
    Growth is expected to rebound to 7.2 per cent in 2019 and 7.3 per 
cent in 2020.India will remain one of the fastest growing major 
economies in the world.

Headquarter of Asian Development 
Bank- Manila, Philippines
President of ADB- Takehiko Nakao

   India’s railway & coal minister PiyushGoyal said the country’s 
central bank should review its policies and “introspect” to 
check if they contributed to the slowdown of economic 
sector. Mr. Goyal welcomed the second successive rate cut 
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). He said “ I think every 
organization will have to introspect, how much contribution 
have they made to the woes of the country today” 
   Liquidity crunch in the second half of the last �scal is seen as 
one of the main reasons for GDP growth declining to 7% in FY19 
from 7.2% last �scal.

   Piyush Goyal is an Indian politician and the current minister 
of Railways and Coal in the Government of India.

PiyushGoyal on RBI

    India’s exports are expected to reach 32.4 billion dollars in 
March, the highest in any month so far, on account of healthy 
growth in sectors as pharmaceuticals.
   Suresh Prabhu said, that exports would cross 331 billion-dollar
mark in the 2018-19 �scal year. For the �rst time, India has 
crossed 19 billion-dollar-�gure in pharma exports this �scal. 
The commerce Ministry will release the trade data on 15th April.

Prabhu on export growth

   India’s GDP growth is expected to accelerate moderately to 7.5 
per cent in Fiscal Year 19-20, because of continued investment 
strengthening, particularly private-improved export performance 
and resilient consumption.
    In the �rst three quarters, industrial growth accelerated to 7.9 
per cent, agriculture growth was robust at 4%. Gross �xed capital
formation and exports both made growing contributions.
    Both the current account and the �scal de�cit are expected to 
narrow. Centre’s de�cit is budgeted to remain unchanged at 
3.4 per cent of GDP. 

Formation of World Bank- July 1945
Headquarters- Washington, D.C, U.S

    The World Bank is an international �nancial institution  that 
provides loans to countries of the world for capital projects. 
It comprises two institutions: the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), and the International 
Development Association (IDA).

   “The level of non-performing loans in India remains high, and 
the government should bolstering the level of capitalization of 
some public sector banks”- IMF
   crore in April-December 2018-19 compared to NPAs worth 
Rs 8,95,601 crore at March end 2018.

World Bank on Indian GDP

IMF on Indian PSBs

ADB on India

    Recently Supreme Court struck down its 12th Feb 2018 circular as 
ultra vires and RBI will issued a revised circular for resolution of 
stressed assets. The verdict could jeopardise some Rs 3.4 lakh crore of 
bank loans across sectors, including Rs 2 lakh crore of exposure to the 
power sector.
    “The apex court has held that RBI’s direction under Section 35AA of 
the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 which are in respect of debtors 
generally would be ultra vires of that section. Thus the 
courtexercisesits power in respect of speci�c defaults by speci�c 
debtors” RBI Governor.

RBI 25th Governor- Shaktikant Das
Headquarters- Mumbai
Founded- 1april 1935, Kolkata

RBI to bring revised circular

    Fitch retained India’s sovereign rating at ‘BBB-‘, the lowest 
investment grade, with stable outlook. This is the 13th year in a 
row that global rating agency Fitch has rated India at ‘BBB-‘
    “India’s ratings balance a strong medium term growth outlook and 
relative external resiliencestemming from strong foreign reserve 
bu�ers, against high public debt, a weak �nancial sector and some 
lagging structural factors, It said a robust growth outlook continues to 
constrain India’s sovereign ratings. In this regard, the net government’s 
medium term �scal policy will be of particular importance from a 
rating perspective” FITCH.

Fitch Headquarters- New York City, New York, U.S
Founder- John Knowles Fitch
Founded - 1914

    Fitch is one of the "Big Three credit rating agencies", the other two 
being Moody's and Standard & Poor's. It is one of the three nationally 
recognized statistical rating organizations (NRSRO) designated by the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission in 1975.

Fitch on India

APRIL 2019
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    More consolidation in India’s struggling banking sector will 
help lenders lower costs and e�ciently scale their operations, 
said researchers at the Reserve Bank of India. According to the 
recently published paper labor cost e�ciency or output per 
employee, moderated across the sector in 2005 to 2018. 
    Mergers and bailouts have become a key policy tool in India, 
as lenders try to clean up one of the world’s biggest piles of bad 
loans after a credit spree went sour. After Italy, India have the 
worst bad loan ratios among the top10 economics. The 
overhang of bad debts is driving up the cost of capital and 
pushing the central bank, which is also the banking regulator.
    Bank of Baroda became the third- largest lender after it was 
merged with Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank earlier this month.

Facts-
MD & CEO of Bank of Baroda-P.S. jayakumar
Headquarter- vadodara

MD & CEO of Vijaya Bank- R. A. Sankara Narayanan
Headquarter- Bangalore, karnataka

    Protectionism- 2019 ECOSOC Forum on Financing for 
Development at the UN Headquarters.
    The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Youth Forum is 
an annual initiative of the President of the Council. It has 
evolved into a key platform where young people can contribute 
to policy discussions at the United Nations through their 
collective ideas, solutions and innovations.
    “Protectionism does not really help preserve jobs and o�ers 
little defence against the job-destroying e�ects of automation 
and Arti�cial Intelligence” former Reserve Bank of India 
Governor Raghuram Rajan.
    Rajan said the open liberal democratic market system that 
brought the world enormous prosperity in the six decades or so 
after the Second World War is now under attack. The critics are 
not the usual radical academics or leftist leaders, instead they 
come from some of the most prosperous nations in the world. 
These are nations that have bene�ted tremendously from the 
open world order.

   Raghuram Rajan was the 23rd Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India between September 2013 and September 2016. 

    State Bank of India said it plans to raise USD 2.5 billion 
(about Rs 17,000 crore) through bonds to fund expansion of 
overseas business, the board will take decision in this regard on 
April 24. The committee will decide on long-term fund raising in 
single/multiple tranches up to USD 2.5 billion through a public 
o�er or private placement of senior unsecured notes in US Dollar
or any other convertible currency.

Established- 1944
Member countries- 189
Headquarters- Washington, D.C,U.S
Managing Director- Christine Lagarde

    As a large number of micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) and retail loan accounts are into doubtful III category, 
as a loan account that has remained in the non-performing asset 
(NPA) category for �ve years must be classi�ed as a doubtful III 
account, as per the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) 2015 master 
circular on prudential norms on income recognition, asset 
classi�cation and provisioning pertaining to advances. State Bank 
of India (SBI) put Rs 8,453 crore worth of such bad loans on sale 
during the quarter ended March.
   Doubtful III category is when it slips from the doubtful II to doubtful 
category III because then the provisioning burden rises to 100% and 
Doubtful II category is one that has remained in the NPA category for 
over two years and under �ve years- by a senior executive.
   SBI is looking to settle all the accounts it is o�ering on a 100% cash 
basis. The bank suggested that it may take haircuts of up to 82% on 
some MSME accounts.

   Last week, the RBI had cut the repo rate by 25 basis points to 6 
percent is credit positive for residential mortgage backed securities 
(RMBS) market as it will o�set the rising funding cost for the lenders, 
preventing an increase in mortgage rates, says a report.

Founder- John Moody
Founded in- 1909
Headquarters- New York , United States

    As per the government data, India’s retail in�ation grown up to 
2.86 per cent in March as consumers spent more to buy food items 
and fuel. The consumer price index (CPI) based retail in�ation was 
at 2.57 per cent in February 2019, it was 4.28 percent in March 
2018. Retail in�ation has been well within the RBI’s comfort level of 4 
percent for about eight months now, coming down from 4.17 per cent 
in July 2018.

    Banks have suggested the ‘one-day default’ rule done away with 
recommending instead they be given 30 days (at present it is 1 day, 
180+1day)  post a default to classify a stressed asset as a special 
mention account also for 100% approval from creditors before going 
ahead with any restructuring plan. Approval requirement be lowered 
to 66% or somewhere thereabouts.

RBI 25th Governor- Shaktikant Das
Headquarters- Mumbai
Founded- 1april 1935, Kolkata

More bank mergers can spur e�ciency

Raghuram Rajan on Protectionism

SBI plans to raise $2.5 billion from bonds

Fitch on India

Moody’s on RBI rate cut

Retail in�ation

RBI Feb 12 circular: IBA wants to scrap the rule
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   Banks and other lenders are trying to attract the best tech 
talent with fat pay packets. Hikes of 25%, together with 
Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) thrown in, are not 
unusual for a top-class techie with a �air for analytics. Smaller 
lenders or �ntechs are even o�ering a partnership in the 
business with an equity stake if the candidate is top class.
   Demand for professionals in the banking and NBFC spaces 
was rising exponentially, given every aspect of the business 
now needs knowledge of technology. Axis bank is among the 
lenders seeing signi�cant hiring in technology-allied roles.

    In a bid to break into top 50 countries for ease of doing 
business, India may soon put in place a simple, single clearance 
process to incorporate a company with seamless registration of 
permanent account number, Tax Account Number, Goods 
and Services Tax, Employee Provident Fund Organisation 
and Employee State Insurance Corporation in �at three days.
   The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade or DPIIT, is working on the next set of measures for 
improving India’s Ease of Doing Business ranking by 27 
places for the country to enter the top 50.

   The World Bank had recognized India as one of the top 
improvers for the year. In the 2014-18 period, India climbed 
65 places while China dropped 27 places. 
   India ranks below 100 in some of these heads, which the 
DPIIT is looking to set right.

Formation of World Bank- July 1945
Headquarters- Washington, D.C, U.S

    The World Bank is an international �nancial institution  that 
provides loans to countries of the world for capital projects. 
It comprises two institutions: the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), and the International 
Development Association (IDA).

Credai’s complaint to FM

Regulatory sandbox should cover big cos, too

Banks woo IT talent

EoDB

    Real estate body Confederation of Real Estate Developers’
Associations of India (Credai) has written to �nance minister Arun 
Jaitley seeking issuance of guidelines to non-banking �nancial 
companies (NBFCs) for timely completion of real estate projects. 
    The real estate developers have said some NBFCs are “arbitrarily and 
unilaterally increasing rate of interest charged on real estate projects”. 
Indiabulls being one of the largest lenders in the sector is”causing 
undue hardship for developers and creating a situation of �nancial 
strangulation”.
    On the other hand, Credai said: “To add to the misery of the 
developers and homebuyers”, Indiabulls has also increased the escrow 
percentages from 30% to 100% for many developers, such an increase
in escrow percentages is totally illegal and against the norms of Rera 
which require 70% of the collections to be used towards construction 
and land cost only. Disbursements are not being made by Indiabulls to 
carry out construction of the project.

    The Reserve Bank of India’s draft framework to enable regulatory 
sandbox (RS) for �ntech innovation has been well-received by a 
majority of �ntech players.
    The regulators should also have opened the sandbox for 
established companies as well and not just start-ups since it would 
have widened the scope of innovations.
   The RBI draft is based on recommendations from an inter-
regulatory committee headed by a former executive director of 
RBI, Sudarshan Sen.
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    Bimal Jalan committee on the appropriate capital reserves for 
the Reserve Bank is likely to identify an excess bu�er of up to Rs 3 l
akh crore, according to a foreign brokerage.
    This includes the excess capital in contingency reserves and also 
revaluation reserves, a report by Bank of America Merrill Lynch said 
Monday, amid reports that the panel is almost ready with this report.
    As of September last, the excess capital with the central bank stood 
at Rs 9.6 lakh crore.
    Having of the contingency reserves to a level of 3.25% from the 
present 6.5% will release Rs 1.282 lakh crore, pointing out that the 
level is still 50 percent higher than what central banks in the BRICS 
grouping have. Similarly, having the yield cover hike to 4.5 
percent from the present 9 percent will release another Rs 1.170 
lakh crore, it said.
    Capping the overall reserves at 20% level from the present 25.5% 
will release Rs 1.96 lakh crore, it said, adding the level is higher than 
the 2004 Usha Thorat committee recommendation of 18 percent 
and 16 percent that the Economic Survey 2018 had pegged.

o The Reserve Bank of India, in consultation with the government,
constituted a committee led by the central bank's former Governor 
Bimal Jalan to look into its Economic Capital Framework

bankiq.in
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    The RBI on 16th April told the National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) that it was imperative on parts of the 
banks to declare a loan accounts as NPA in case of default 
exceeding 90 days.
   RBI showed its steadfastness in protecting its regulatory 
mandate which has recently faced some challenges from the
 judiciary and the quasi judiciary.
   February 25, NCLAT: “We make it clear that due to non-payment 
of dues by the IL&FS or its entities, including the ‘Amber 
Companies, ’no �nancial institution will declare the accounts of 
IL&FS or its entities as NPA without prior permission of this 
appellate tribunal”.
   RBI counsel Gopal Jain said banks cannot be relieved of their 
duties of re�ecting these NPAs in their accounts.

RBI 25th Governor- Shaktikant Das
Headquarters- Mumbai
Founded- 1april 1935, Kolkata

   The Finance Ministry has started consultation with global 
investors for launching CPSE-scrip based exchange Traded 
Fund (ETF) in overseas market in the current �scal, a 
government o�cial has said.
   The Department of Investment and Public Asset Management 
(DIPAM) will start developing the index for the ETF based on 
investor’s feedback about demand of sector speci�c stocks.
   “We are eyeing large overseas pension funds for 
investments into the overseas ETF.  We will soon appoint fund 
managers for developing the new ETF. Global roadshows have 
seen good investor interest in ETF route for investments into 
CPSEs,”the o�cial said.
   The government currently has two exchange-traded funds- 
CPSE ETF and Bharat-22 ETF listed on domestic exchanges.
   Bharat-22 ETF, which was launched in 2017-18, has 16 central 
public sector enterprises.
   CPSE-ETF comprises shares of 11 companies India Oil Corp, 
Power Finance Corp, REC, Bharat Electronics, Oil India, NTPC, 
NBCC (India), NLC India and SJVN Ltd.
    The government has already raised Rs 32,900 crore through 
two tranches and an additional fund o�er of Bharat-22 ETF, and 
Rs 38,000 crore in �ve tranches of CPSE ETF in the
 domestic market.

   Major central banks are done tightening policy, according 
to a majority of economists polled by Reuters, with the growth 
outlook wilting across developed and emerging economics 
along with scant prospects for a surge in in�ation. The recent 
weakness of global growth will persist for much longer than is 
commonly assumed.

    International Monetary Fund trimmed its economic growth 
forecasts for India by 20 basis points (bps) each from its January 
predictions to 7.3% for FY20 and 7.5% for the next �scal also cut 
2019 global growth forecast by 20 bps to 3.3 per cent, the weakest 
since 2009 when the subprime mortgage crisis had �ared up.

    The IMF’s FY20 growth forecast for India is lower than the World 
Bank’s (7.5%) and the Asian Development Bank’s (7.2%).

Established- 1944
Member countries- 189
Headquarters- Washington, D.C,U.S
Managing Director- Christine Lagarde

     The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in its second dollar-rupee-buy-
sell swap auction, received bids worth $18.65 billion, $2.3 billion 
higher than the �rst auction, for $5 billion on o�er. Under the dollar 
swap measure, banks sell US dollars to the central bank and agree to 
buy the same amount of dollars at the end of the swap period. Even 
after the initial dollar swap auction of $5 billion held in March, the 
liquidity de�cit in the banking system for the week ended April 19 was 
at a two-month high of Rs 85,000 crore, according to a care 
ratings report.

IMF on India

Bimal Jalan panel

Forex Swap Auction

RBI to NCLAT

FM on ETF

Global tightening cycle over
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   The Model Code of Conduct for the Lok Sabha polls is unlikely to 
have any bearing on issuance of a revised framework for resolution of 
stressed assets by the Reserve Bank and the guidelines are expected to 
be announced before May 23.
    Against the backdrop of the Supreme Court quashing an RBI circular, 
issued on February 12, 2018, a revised set of rules is under works and 
would be released soon. The Central bank is in very advanced stage 
and the revised circular should be out before declaration of general 
elections result. “The model code of conduct exempts RBI’s 
monetary policy. It is unlikely to attract any action if the RBI issues the 
revised circular.
   Earlier this month, the Supreme Court had quashed the RBI’s 
February 12 circular on stressed loan recognition and resolution of 
large borrowers over Rs 2,000 crore, terming it as “ultra vires.”

    The Reserve Bank has exited the National Housing Bank (NHB) and 
the National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development (Nabard), by 
selling its entire stakes to government for Rs 1,450 crore and Rs 20 
crore, respectively, making them fully government-owned now. 
    The central bank has sold its stake in NHB on March 19, while it sold 
the stake in Nabard on February 26, the bank said in a 
statement Wednesday. 

SBI launched India’s First ‘Green Car Loan’

RBI’s revised guidelines for resolution of stressed assets

India signs loan Agreement with World Bank

RBI sells entire stake in NHB, Nabard to 
govt for Rs 1,470 crore

o National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD) is an apex development �nancial institution in India,
headquartered at Mumbai with regional o�ces all over India.
NABARD is active in developing �nancial inclusion policy.

Chairman- Dr. Harsh Kumar Bhanwala
Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra
Formation- July12,1982

   State Bank of India on Monday announced the country’s �rst 
‘Green Car Loan’ (Electric Vehicle) to encourage customers to buy 
electric vehicles. The new scheme will o�er loan at 20 basis 
points lesser than the interest rate on the existing car loan 
schemes. “SBI Green Car Loan (Electric Vehicle) scheme, which 
comes with the longest repayment period of up to eight years, 
is a strategic inclusion to the bank’s auto loan segment o�ered 
with zero processing fee for the �rst six months of the launch,” 
the lender.

RBI Introduces Rs. 20 Banknote

   The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced that it will issue 
new Rs 20 denomination banknotes soon.  The new banknote 
will have a base colour of greenish-yellow and will be 63 X 129 
mm in size. The apex bank had �rst introduced the Rs 20 note in 
the Mahatma Gandhi Series in August 2001.
  In contrast to the old red-orange colored Rs 20 note of size 
143 X 63 mm, which has a motif of Mount Harriet, the new note 
will have a motif of Ellora caves on the back side, depicting 
India's cultural heritage.

Aegon Life and MobiKwik launch a 
smart digital insurance product

   Aegon Life Insurance has tied up with MobiKwik for a ₹20 
digital insurance product. Available only on the MobiKwik App, 
the Aegon Life Group Term Plus Plan will o�er both death and 
accidental disability bene�ts.

EIU set to lower India’s growth outlook for 2019-20

   Indian economy will grow below its potential in 2019-20, said a 
report from the Hong Kong-based The Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU) while warning it is set to lower its own current 
estimate of 7.2 per cent for the country's GDP growth rate in its 
next forecast round.
   "The government's continued expansionary �scal stance will 
remain broadly supportive of growth. The new government will 
present its budgetary plans for the remainder of 2019/20; as it 
seeks to attract and retain coalition partners, �scal consolidation 
e�orts will be put on the backburner and public spending will 
remain strong, contributing to overall economic activity.

APRIL 2019

    A loan Agreement for IBRD credit of US$ 125 for the “Innovate 
in India for Inclusiveness Project” was signed with the World Bank 
in New Delhi.
    The Objectives of the project is to nurture indigenous innovation, 
foster local product development and accelerate commercialization 
process by bridging critical skill and infrastructure gaps to promote 
a�ordable and innovative healthcare products generation for inclusive 
development and increasing competitiveness in India. The project 
would support consortia of public, private, and the academic 
institutions to overcome the key market failures currently holding back 
the development of an innovative biopharmaceutical and medical 
devices industry in India.

Formation of World Bank- July 1945
Headquarters- Washington, D.C, U.S

o The World Bank is an international �nancial institution  that
provides loans to countries of the world for capital projects. It
comprises two institutions: the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (IBRD), and the International Development
Association (IDA).
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EIU Founded in- 1946
Headquarters- London, England
Owner- Economist Group

Notes

    “The Reserve Bank of India is the �rst central bank in the 
Asia-Paci�c region to begin an explicit interest rate easing cycle.
    The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), headed by RBI Govenor 
Shaktikanta Das, cut rates in February and April. In the four months of 
2019, the RBI has cut policy interest rates twice by 0.25 per cent each 
to one-year low of 6 per cent.

o Shaktikanta Das 25th Governor of Reserve Bank of India

    BuyUcoin, which is the second oldest Cryptocurrency Exchange in 
India, announces the launch of a new and unique platform for 
wholesale cryptocurrency trading which allows its users to trade on a 
large scale with low price �uctuations. The platform currently works on
 free trading model i.e. charges zero fee on any trade.

 BuyUcoin Founded in-2016.

    The reserve Bank of India (RBI) in consultation with the 
government of India has set the limits for Ways and Means Advances 
(WMA) for the �rst half of the �nancial year 2019-20 (April 2019 to 
September  2019) at Rs 75000 crore. The Reserve Bank may trigger 
fresh �otation of market loans when the Government of India utilizes 
75% of the  WMA limit.

What does WMA actually means?
o WMA is the temporary loan facility provided by the RBI
o The WMA scheme was introduced in 1997 to meet any temporary
mismatches in the receipts and payments of the government

    Did you know that the Indian Rupee note has Braille signs?
 Our Indian Currency have Braille signs to help the visually challenged, 
which gives hope to the blind – identify currency note. There were 
identi�cation mark’s on the left side of banknote, which have di�erent 
shapes for 1,000, 500, 100, 50, 20 and 10 as Diamond, circle, triangle, 
Rectangle, Square and none respectively.
   Did you know that except for one rupee notes and coins 
everything else is printed by the RBI?
Only Re. 1 notes and coins in India are signed by the Finance 
Secretary as they are printed by the Central Government. All other 
Indian currency notes in India are printed by RBI.

RBI �rst APAC central bank to begin interest 
rate easing cycle

BuyUcoin Introduces First Indian Platform 
for Cryptocurrency Trading

RBI Sets Limits For Ways and Means Advances

DID YOU KNOW?
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   The government is likely to miss its target of 10 million houses 
for the rural poor by the end of FY19 under the PradhanMantri
AwasYojana-Grameen (PMAY-G). It has sanctioned 9.6 million 
houses and completed some 7.6 million.
  As per a government o�cial “We expect 8.6-8.7 million to be 
completed by April 20, with the remaining sanctioned houses to 
be likely to be completed by the end of June”. PMAY-G which 
provides Rs 1.2-1.3 lakh for a house, has been approved for a 
further 19.5 million houses by 2022, within 6 million of these to 
be completed in FY20. O�cial also said that land is not easily 
available in some states, fodder or green areas cannot be 
allotted for housing.

    NDA government’s crop insurance scheme has clearly consolidated 
itself.  Claims made by farmers under the PradhanMantriFasalBima
Yojana (PMFBY) for the year’s Kharif  (summer) crop was just 44% of the 
premium collected by insurers. In 2016 and 2017 it was 99% and 88%.
    Premium in�ows have become more robust and prompt. Insures 
have settled 100% of the claims for summer crops of both 2016 and 
2017 and 96% for the 2016 Rabi (winter) season. Farmers contribute a 
5th of the premium while the centre and state governments are to 
contribute the balance amount on 50:50 basis. Fixed farmer’s share of 
premium at 2% for Kharif and 1.5% for Rabi crops and 5% for cash crops.

o The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna (PMFBY) was introduced on 
14th January 2016, in a move aimed at reducing agricultural distress
and farmer’s welfare without having to a�ect hefty hikes in the
Minimum Support Prices (MSP) of agricultural products prices due to
Monsoon �uctuations induced risks.

    Centre has managed to spend just Rs 8,000 crore or 40% of the 
planned Rs 20,000 crore under the PM Kisan scheme in FY19. Savings 
of Rs 12,000 crore in the scheme could come in handy for the 
government struggling to meet its tax collection target.
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FasalBimaYojana

PradhanMantriAwasYojana-Grameen

PM-Kisan

    With only two-and-a-half months to go in the current Rabi 
season (October-December) , the government’s procurement of 
pulses and oilseeds touched only about 5% of its target 
under the PM-Aasha scheme up to April 11. The purchases by 
state-run agencies will most likely fall short of the target this 
season, even though lifting typically picks up pace after April. 
The procurement of the rabi oilseeds and pulses started on 
February 23.
   PM-Aasha stands for Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay 
Sanrakshan Abhiyan. The scheme was launched in keeping 
with Government’s commitment and dedication for Annadata. 
It will help to protect farmers’ income which is expected to go 
long way towards the welfare of farmers.
   Government o�cials claim that the renewed government 
commitment to make market intervention under PM-Aasha 
itself will help push up market prices and will eventually 
bene�t farmers. 

PM- Aasha & Rabi crop

   Jan Dhan scheme, which was launched about �ve years ago 
by the Modi-government, are set to cross Rs 1 lakh crore soon. 
The total number of accounts have crossed 35.39 crore. The 
total balance in the Jan Dhan accounts, which has been steadily 
rising, was at Rs  97,665.66 crore as on April 3, as per the latest 
government data. The overdraft limit was doubled to Rs 10,000 
from 5,000. Over 50 per cent of the Jan Dhan account holders 
are women, while nearly 59 per cent accounts are in rural and 
semi-urban areas.
   More than 27.89 crore account holders have been issued 
the Rupay debit cards. 

o Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), is �nancial 
inclusion program of Government of India which is
applicable to 20 to 65 years age group, that aims to expand
and make a�ordable access to �nancial services such as bank
accounts,  remittances, credit, insurance and pensions.

Launched in- 28 August 2014.

Jan Dhan accounts

Established in- 1 February 2019

Government 
Scheme
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    Around 3.1 crore small farmers have received the �rst tranche of Rs 
2,000 each under the PM-Kisan scheme. 2.1 crore have got the 
second installment.
   According to the Agriculture Ministry, this will cost Rs 10,500 crore to  
the exchequer. The government had announce that 12 crore farmers 
would be covered Rs 75,000-crore under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi Scheme.
   Election Commission of India allowed the Union Agriculture 
Ministry to transfer the �rst and second tranche of the payment to 
all those bene�ciaries registered under the scheme before the Model 
Code of Conduct that kicked in from March 10.
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PM Kisan
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    The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal were awarded 
Pulitzer Prizes. The Times won the prestigious journalism award for 
debunking Trump’s claims of self-made wealth and revealing a 
business empire riddled with tax dodges.

o The Pulitzer Prize is an award for achievements in newspaper,
magazine and online journalism, literature, and musical composition
in the United States.

    Liverpool defender Virgil van Dijk and Arsenal Women Football 
Club's Vivianne Miedema were named Professional Footballers' 
Association (PFA) Players' Player of the Year for the 2018-19season.

Pulitzers Prize

PFA Awards 2018/19 Announced: Complete 
List of Winners

Virgil van Dyjk, Liverpool
Vivianne Miedema, Arsenal

PFA Player’s Player of the Year: 

Raheem Sterling, Manchester City
Georgia Stanway, Manchester City

PFA Young Player of the Year:

Steph Houhgton: Former England and WBA

PFA Special Achievement Award:

Honours and 
Awards
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India and 
The World

EU drags India to WTO

    The European Union (EU) on Tuesday said it has dragged India into 
WTO’s dispute settlement mechanism over imposition of import 
duties on certain ICT product, India has been applying duties ranging 
from 7.5 per cent to 20 per cent. These import duties are therefore in 
clear breach by India of WTO rules. It has requested consultations with 
the Indian government under WTO rules governing the settlement of 
disputes with regard to the tari� treatment that the country accords to 
certain goods in the information and communication technology s
ector. The levis a�ect EU exports worth Euro 600 million per year.

o  The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global international
o rganization dealing with the rules of trade between nations.

Headquarters- Geneva, Switzerland
Established in- 1995

U.S and Australia proposed for member speci�c limits on subsidies
given to �nishing folk. Fisheries is the only current multilateral 
negotiation taking place at the. Developed nations are averse to 
special and di�erential treatment.
    Negotiations over �sheries are simply a testing ground and 
developed countries will attempt to do away with S&DT altogether. 
There is no development concern in the proposal. Instead, it asks 
countries to take reduction commitments-India.

Fisheries and WTO
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ArunJaitley in USA

    This proposal is a setback to developing and least developed 
countries’ attempts to retain special provisions in international 
trade. The proposal categories nations into 3 tiers based on 
share of global marine capture and seafood exports. India, 
China, and most developing countries fall in tier 1, which 
comprises members that account for either 0.7% or more or 
more of global marine capture production or 0.7% or more of 
global seafood exports. The proposal also has the condition 
that all countries notify their subsidies by June 30 to help 
negotiate request o�ers.

India is the 6th largest �sh-producing country, doled 
out Rs 750 crore of subsidies for �sher folk in 2017-18.
    According to the proposal, tier II members- that account for
 0.05-0.7% of global marine capture production or global 
seafood exports –can opt for negotiate a cap, or accept a 
“default subsidy cap” of $5 million annually.

    ArunJaitley is visiting the US to attend the IMF-World Bank 
meeting in Washington from April 12 to 14 to discussed India’s 
economic reforms and outlook for the future as he addressed 
investors in New York.
   India’s Consulate General in New York tweeted Wednesday that 
since his arrival in the city, Jaitley “held a series of roundtables 
with the investors community of New York on India’s economic 
reforms and vision for the future. Investors are bullish on India”. 
Jaitley addressed an interactive session jointly organized by 
industry chamber FICCI, the Indian Consulate in New York and 
the US- India strategic Partnership Forum. When we do reforms, 
we have to make sure that bene�t reaches last man in the queue.
    Getting bank accounts for all, providing 99% of population 
with access to modern approach.Over the next �ve years, 
reducing poverty, providing best infrastructures, new cities to 
manage migration, increasing participation of women, will 
be the focus.
    RBI governor Shaktikanta Das is also slated to attend the 
IMF-World Bank meetings.
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    Trade de�cit- the amount by which the cost of a country's 
imports exceeds value of its exports.

The United Nations owes India $38 million, the highest it 
has to pay to any country for the peacekeeping operations 
as of March 2019.
   UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has said as he voiced 
concern over the world body’s deteriorating �nancial health. 
The United Nations is now e�ectively borrowing for prolonged 
periods from troop and police contributing countries. Many of 
them are low- income countries for which they impose a 
signi�cant �nancial burden.
    The UN had a positive cash balance of USD 412 million at the 
end of 2010 and now at the end of 2018 it had a negative cash 
balance of USD 323 million.

In the Human Development Index of the UNDP, India 
occupied the 130th position in 2017, while Singapore 
ranked 9th, Korea 22nd and China 86th.

In the 2018 Global Hunger Index, India ranked an abysmal 
103rd out of 119 countries, China ranked 25th. 

The US’ domestic support per farmer was $60,586 in 2016, 
267 times of India’s ($227), although Beijing’s support ($863) 
was almost four times of New Delhi’s.

    The IBC seeks to provide market determined resolution for 
stressed assets in a time bound manner. Nearly half of their total 
admitted claims worth over Rs 1.42 lakh crore have been 
recovered by �nancial and operational creditors, according to 
o�cial data.

   In a separate paper, presented at the WTO, India, China and some 
others have rebutted US claims. Both asserted that in various key 
indicators, ranging from per capita income and human development 
indices to agriculture, the gap between them and the rich nations is 
too stark to miss.

   Targeting India in the same breath is not fair at all. Since human 
beings are central to any debate on development, per capita income 
is the most crucial indicator of their progress. In 2017, the per capita 
gross national income (as per Atlas method) of India was just $
1,800, way below $54,530 in Singapore, $28,380 in South Korea 
and $8,690 in China, according to the World Bank data. 

   Special and di�erential treatment allows developing countries 
longer time frames to implement commitments and greater 
�exibilities in adopting measures to improve their presence in global 
markets. Developing countries are allowed to provide considerably 
larger input subsidies and minimum price support. 
   Further, developing countries will continue to provide indirect 
export subsidies, covering internal transport and marketing, until 
2023, �ve years after the deadline for elimination of all forms of export
subsidies. Chinese economy is over four times larger than ours. India 
can’t be treated as a developed country merely on the basis of its 
aggregate GDP number (The country is the world’s 6th 
largest economy).

 India is home to the largest number of the world’s poor and 
undernourished, when two-thirds of its population can’t a�ord food 
grains at market prices, promoting the government to bring in a food 
security law.

 How can India be treated as a developed country at the WTO?        
World Bank: As high as 21.2% of the Indian population was poor 
(earning less than $1.90 a day as per 2011 purchasing power parity)
   0.2% in South Korea, 7.9% in China, in Singapore, poverty is virtually 
non-existent. 14% of population is undernourished in India, against 
2.5% in South Korea and 8.7% in China, according to the World Bank.
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Recovery in Insolvency Case

    Pakistan’s outgoing High Commissioner Sohail Mahmood said
it was hoping for “re-engagement” with India after the Lok Sabha 
polls. Structured dialogue would enable the two countries to 
understand mutual concerns, resolve outstanding disputes and 
build the edi�ce of durable peace and security in the region.

Pakistan recently announced that it was releasing 360 
Indian prisoners, mostly �shermen as a “goodwill gesture”. 
Pakistan High Commission granting visas to 2,200 Sikh 
pilgrims from India to facilitate their participation in the 
annual Baisakhi celebrations in Pakistan.

Pakistan envoy

Peacekeeping operations

India’s trade de�cit with China: Indepth Analysis

Developing country tag
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    Earlier EU challenged introduction of import duties by India on a 
wide range of information and communications technology (ICT) 
products. The EU has requested consultations with India under WTO 
rules governing the settlement of disputes with regard to the tari� 
treatment that the country accords to certain goods in the ICT sector. 
Now US, Singapore, Taiwan expressed their interest to join EU 
against India. India has been applying duties ranging from 7.5 
percent to 20 per cent.
    As per the WTO rules, these three countries would have to seek 
approval from India and EU to join the consultation process.

    Amid the euphoria over an “unprecedented”reduction in India’s 
goods trade imbalance with China last �scal, New Delhi incurred a 
trade de�cit with Hong Kong. Hong Kong is widely considered a 
proxy for Beijing. 
    For the �rst time in at least 20 years in FY19. This indicates that 
China is ramping up supplies to India through Hong Kong, as India 
mounts pressure on Beijing to trim its massive trade de�cit with the 
neighbour. 
    Suresh Prabhu- Trade de�cit is declined by $10-bilion in FY19, 
as it results in the savings of Rs 70,000 crore to the exchequer.  Its $59 
billion dollar in the previous year and $ 61.1 billion in FY19.   
    While India’s imports from China dropped 5% from a year before, its 
purchase from Hong Kong jumped almost 59%, as its exports to China 
rose 31% up to January its despatches to Hong Kong declined nearly 
14%. This upset India’s trade equilibrium with Hong Kong to a de�cit 
of $4.7 billion in FY19.  
    India has also been seeking greater market access from China in 
various sectors, specially agriculture, pharma and IT, to improve 
trade balance. 

o A trade de�cit is an economic measure of international trade in
which a country's imports exceed its exports. A trade de�cit
represents an out�ow of domestic currency to foreign markets
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   The Trump administration alleges that oil revenue 
contributes to Iran’s military capabilities to fund 
“proxy groups.”
   Ending the waivers is aimed at controlling Iranian proxy wars 
and its ability to support proxy groups in the region.

EU vs India at WTO

    The US decision not to extend waivers from sanctions on purchases 
of Iran’s oil is not intended to hurt India and Washington is working 
towards stabilizing the global energy markets and maintaining steady 
oil supplies to friends and partners. The issue of ending the sanction 
waivers and its fallout, including alternative energy supplies, �gured 
in talks between Indian o�cials and visiting US principal deputy
assistant secretary of state for South and Central Asia Alice Wells. 

US on oil supply to India
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    India’s manufacturing activities slowed down to a six-month low 
in March, re�ecting a loss of”growth momentum”, stated a survey.
     The Nikkei India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index 
(PMI) slipped from 54.3 in February to 52.6 in March. A �gure above 
50 means expansion while below means contraction. However, 
business sentiment strengthened to a seven-month high.
     The latest data also comes ahead of the RBI’s �rst monetary policy 
for the ongoing �scal year, which will be announced on April 4, with 
markets expecting a rate cut.

    As per Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI), draft 
e-commerce policy may be “inimical” to the government’s e�orts of
building a trillion-dollar economy by 2022. Draft e-commerce policy is
likely to “severly bring down FDI �ows” in the sector. IAMAI also said
some provisions of the draft Personal Data Protection Bill (PDP) on
multiple grounds.
    PDP is restricted to individual data and keeps anonymised data 
outside its ambit, while the e-commerce policy covers all data. PDP 
recognizes individuals as ultimate owner of their data while the 
e-commerce Bill considers state as the ultimate owner of data.

bankiq.in
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Trade De�cit narrows

   The manufacturing segment is contracted by 0.3 per cent in 
February against an equally small rise of 0.93 per cent in January.

    India’s exports rose to a �ve-month high of 11% in March 
because of the higher growth mainly in pharma, chemicals 
and engineering sectors. Merchandise exports in March stood 
at $32.55 billion against $29.32 billion in the same month last 
year. Outbound shipments are at $331 billion for FT18-19. This 
is the best growth rate for exports since October 2018. 
Trade de�cit narrowed to $10.89 billion during the month 
under review against $13.51 billion in March 2018

o A trade de�cit is an economic measure of international trade
in which a country's imports exceed its exports

Manufacturing growth down

IAMAI on e-Com policy

    Industrial production grew just 0.1% in February with capital goods 
recording its third contraction in the past four months. In January 
there was 1.43 percent growth rate. The index of industrial production 
(IIP) has witnessed low growth since November, 2018, and is expected
to remain muted owing a weak exports, rural distress, credit constraints 
and uncertainty over the election outcome, according to economists.

IIP growth at a 20-month low

Re�ners’CO2 to help raise output of aging oil�elds

    Indian Oil has signed a preliminary agreement to capture 
carbon dioxide emitted from its re�neries and pipe it to 
ONGC and Oil India for injecting in their depleting oil�elds to 
boost output. In a carbon dioxide enhanced oil recovery (EOR) 
technique, the CO2 dissolves in the residual oil, reduces its 
viscosity and displaces it from the rock pores towards a 
producing well. 
    Carbon purchase is probably the single largest cost 
associated with the CO2 EOR project that’s expensive and 
involves drilling and reworking wells and laying CO2 collection 
and transportation pipelines.

Troubled power cos

    As per the bankers, the resolution of 3 troubled power 
companies including, Coastal Energen, GMR Chhattisgarh 
and  Jaiprakash Power Ventures could be completed in the 
next 2 months.
   In the case of GMR Chhattisgarh, the Adani Group is 
expected to take control later this month following a nominal
 upfront payment. Lenders have agreed to the change in 
management and will continue to extend loans to the business. 
Also, all lenders to Jaiprakash Power are expected to approve 
the restricting with the existing promoter this week. 
    An ICICI Bank-led consortium had been looking to restructure
 the business which has piled up a debt of over Rs 20,000 crore; 
the company has plants at Vishnuprayag, Bina and Nigrie. 
According to the plan, the promoters will make an upfront 
payment of 20% over the next 1 year and lenders expect to 
upgrade the account by quarter ending June 2020.

Industry

APRIL 2019

Page 22



     The group that once owned the 1,200-MW thermal plant based in 
Tamil Nadu has o�ered to pay Rs 3,000 crore. Lenders are awaiting 
10% of the amount upfront either as cash or in the form of a 
bank gurantees.

     Mukesh Ambani led Reliance Industries is in talks to buy centuries-
old British toy retailer Hamleys, founded in n 1760. Currently, Reliance 
Industries’ retail arm Reliance Retail has the licence to sell Hamleys’ 
products in India. In 2015 it was bought by a Chinese Company 
named C. Banner International.

    India’s electronics imports touched a record $55.6 billion in FY19, 
against $51.5 billion a year before, and remained the largest driver 
of its trade de�cit after oil, showed the latest o�cial data. 
Policymakers some comfort was that electronics exports jumped as 
much as 39% to a record $8.9 billion last �scal, against 12.3% in the 
previous year. 
    Telecom instrument imports dropped almost 15% up to February in 
FY19, against an almost 17% rise in the entire FY18. Between April 
and February 2019 exports of telecom nstruments jumped a massive 
129% year-on-year to $2.4 billion- the highest since FY14. Although 
such exports are still far below potential.
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o Make in India, a type of Swadeshi movement covering 25
sectors of the economy, was launched by the Government of
India  to encourage companies to manufacture their products
in India and enthuse with dedicated investments into
manufacturing.Make in India Launched in- 24 September 2014.

Make in India Success Story

RIL to buy toy brand Hamleys

     Indian Railways account for nearly 205 central sector projects 
that are facing huge cost overrun of Rs 2.21 lakh crore, due to delay 
in railway project implementation for various reasons, the latest �ash 
report of the Statistics and Programme Implementation Ministry
 (MOSPI) for December 2018 showed.
     According to the report the total original cost of these 205 projects 
was Rs 1,68,116.34 crore up to December 2018.
     After the railways, the power sector reported the second highest 
incidence of overall cost overrun

Cost overrun of Railway projects
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Infrastructure

     The growth of eight core sectors slowed down to 2.1% in 
February due to fall in output of crude oil and re�nery products by
 6.1% and 0.8% in February. Infrastructure sector growth will also 
have impact on the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) as these 
segments account for about 41% of the total factory output. Coal, 
crude oil, natural gas, re�nery products, fertilisers, steel, cement 
and electricity has expanded by 5.4% in February 2018.
     However, coal and natural gas output grew by 7.3% and 3.8% 
respectively in the month under review. According to the Commerce 
and Industry Ministry data, during April-February 2018-19, the eight 
sectors recorded a �at growth rate of 4.3% over the same period
previous �scal.
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Core sectors’ growth slows

     The growth of eight core sectors slowed down to 2.1% in 
February due to fall in output of crude oil and re�nery products by
 6.1% and 0.8% in February. Infrastructure sector growth will also 
have impact on the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) as these 
segments account for about 41% of the total factory output. Coal, 
crude oil, natural gas, re�nery products, fertilisers, steel, cement 
and electricity has expanded by 5.4% in February 2018.
     However, coal and natural gas output grew by 7.3% and 3.8% 
respectively in the month under review. According to the Commerce 
and Industry Ministry data, during April-February 2018-19, the eight 
sectors recorded a �at growth rate of 4.3% over the same period
previous �scal.

Core sectors’ growth slows

    The National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) and 
global transport infrastructure operator Roadies said they 
would jointly set up a platform to invest up to $2 billion of 
equity in road projects in India.
    NIIF role in infrastructure funding has acquired signi�cance in 
recent years, given that most public-sector banks are struggling 
to cope with toxic assets and their ability to fund large 
infrastructure projects is very limited.

   344 infrastructure projects each worth of Rs 150 crore or more 
have shown cost overruns to the tune of over Rs 3.16 lakh crore 
owing to delay and other reasons.
    Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
monitors infrastructure projects worth of Rs 150 crore and above.
    The brief reasons for time overruns are delays in land 
acquisition, forest clearance and supply of equipment.

NIIF-Roadies

Infrastructure projects cost overrun

    Over the last few months, several big infrastructure projects 
were successfully implemented by the Modi government, 
giving a major boost to the infrastructure sector of the 
country, as it saw one of the best times in many years with 
the completion of as many as 101 major projects. The 
projects completed during this period were carries out at a 
cost of Rs 1,06,966 crore.

    Ministry of statistics and Programme Implementation 
April 2016, out of 1,061 total projects were on schedule, 
326 projects were delayed and a total of 489 projects were 
without timeline.
    April 2017, out of 1,247 projects, as many as 338 projects 
were on schedule, 317 projects were on delayed and 592 
projects were on without timeline.
    April 2018, out of 1,332 infrastructure projects, 429 projects 
were on schedule, 253 projects were delayed and 650 projects 
were without timeline.
    December 2018, out of 1,424 projects, 354 infrastructure 
projects were on schedule, 384 projects were delayed and 
686 projects were without timeline.

Massive infrastructure boost
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    Government think tank Niti Aayog has asked the oil ministry to 
help set up electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure at 1,000 fuel 
stations across the country, but industry executives said any such
move will require redesigning of stations and a viable business model.

Niti Aayog Formed- 1 January 2015

o The NITI Aayog also National Institution for Transforming India, is a
policy think tank of the Government of India, established with the
aim to achieve Sustainable Development Goals and to enhance
cooperative federalism by fostering the involvement of State
Governments of India in the economic policy-making process

Niti Aayog seeks Oil Ministry’s help
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    President Donald Trump has called India”one of the highest 
taxing nations in the world”.
    India continued to levy a steep 100% tari� high-end Harley- 
Davidson motorcycles imported from the United States. At the annual 
spring dinner of the National Republican Congressional Committee: 
They send them to our country, we charge them nothing. We send a 
Harley Davidson to India and they charge us 100%. Not fair, okay. Not 
reciprocal. It’s not fair. But his claims about Indian Import duty on 
Harley- Davidson motorcycles are both outdated and misleading. 
India has brought it down to 50%, since Trump started complaining 
about it.
    India doesn’t import that many of these Harleys-just 84 in 2017 
worth $1.17 million. Most Harleys sold in India are assembled locally 
by the company’s plant in India, an estimated 3,000 in 2017.

International
A�airs

Donald Trump on India

Oil hits 2019 high above

EU approves tougher EU copyright rules

Google Headquarter- California, U.S
Founded in- September 4, 1998
CEO-  Sundar Pichai

    Brent oil hit a 2019 high above $72/barrel,
reasons behind this is demand and supply.
1. Steady economic growth in China
2. Fall in US crude stocks

China’s economy grew by 6.4% in the �rst quarter

    As per new rules, Google will have to pay publishers for news 
snippets and FB will have to �lter out protected content under new 
copyright rules with the aim to ensure fair compensation for the 
European Union’s $1 trillion creative industries with 11.7 million 
people. Google and other online platforms will have to sign licensing 
agreements with musicians, performers, authors, news publishers and
 journalists to use their work.
    “When it comes to completing Europe’s digital single market, the 
copyright reform is the missing piece of the puzzle,” the Commission’s 
president Jean-Claude Juncker said in the statement.
    Wikipedia blacked out several European sites in protest last month. 
new rules was opposed by Finland, Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Poland and Sweden on the other hand 19 countries, 
including France and Germany are in support. While Belgium, Estonia 
and Slovenia remains abstained.
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    India’s billionaire banker, has questioned the country’s �nance 
minister about the future of an opaque political �nancing tool. 
Questions about electoral bonds have increased after the election 
watchdog last week told the Supreme Court that anonymous 
donations have serious repercussions on the transparency of 
political funding.
    According to a report by Association for Democratic Reforms for 
the six national parties, excluding the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), 53% of funding in 2017-18 or Rs 689.44 crore, was from 
unknown sources.

o Uday Kotak is an Indian billionaire banker, and the executive vice
chairman and managing director of Kotak Mahindra Bank.

Polity and 
Governance

    The government amended various laws including the Income 
Tax Act, the Representation of Peoples Act, the Finance Act and 
the Companies Act and came out with the scheme for electoral 
bonds, which are in the nature of bearer instruments capable of 
being purchased by a citizen or a company from a PSU bank.

    Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu said, Politicians need to
 think beyond populism, free power and loan waiver schemes 
are not long-term solutions to farmers’ woes. The statement
 assumes signi�cance as political parties are making big 
promises to woo voters in the ongoing elections. We have to
see that we supplement the infrastructure we provide 
opportunities of better market, timely a�ordable and cheaper 
credit available to the farmer. These are the long-term solutions. 
Policy makers of the country have to think on these lines.
   On rising non-performing assets (NPAs) in the banking system,
he said, it is a great concern as the problem has certainly 
a�ected banks’ capacity to lend. Banks have to maintain strict 
vigilance during pre- and post-sanction procedures of loans and 
constantly strengthen their internal processes to e�ectively 
monitor funds and maintain discipline in lending. In the last 
few years, the percentage of total loans increased from nearly 2 
per cent of total loans on 2008 to nearly 10 percent in 2017. We 
must also re-look at the practice of �nancing big-tickets projects.
    He opined that bank can make use of technology and data 
analytics and India must enter into more treaties for exchange 
of information and intelligence on �nancial fraud and bank 
accounts and work with international agencies in bringing 
defaulters to justice.

UdayKotak on Electoral Bond

    The Centre and the EC took contrary stands in the Supreme Court. 
Centre wants to maintain anonymity of the donors of electoral bonds. 
Poll panel batting for revealing the names of donors for transparency. 
    Plea has been �led in SC by Association of Democratic Reforms- 
either the issuance of electoral bonds be stayed or the names of the 
donors be made public to ensure transparency in the poll process.
     The Centre told a bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi that 
the electoral bond scheme was meant to “eradicate black money in 
political funding” and the anonymity of donors is to be maintained for
 various reasons such as fear of repercussions on a �rm if the other 
political party or group wins.
     The Election Commission (EC), represented by senior lawyer Rakesh
Dwivedi, opposed Centre’s submissions and said secrecy allowed in 
the electoral bonds scheme “legalizes anonymity”.

Electoral Bonds

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu on Free Items
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Taxation     There has a mismatch of Rs12 lakh crore detected by 
INDIRECT TAX DEPARTMENT between the income declared in 
income-tax returns on account of services and the value of these 
services declared in the corresponding service tax details in 
FY16. The declared amounts were detected on the basis of 
permanent account number of ITR �lers. Mismatch amount is 
nearly 6 times the service tax collected in the �scal and also the 
reason for the shortfall in GST in FY18 & 19. Now it has and this 
makes the exercise for the GST period a more accurate.

Big mismatch in ITR

    The Goods and Service Tax (GST) department has 
registered over 1,470 cases of tax evasion in the �nancial 
year 2018-19 and recovered around Rs 360 crore in Gujarat. 
A senior o�cial in the state GST department said that the 
authorities had also arrested 14 businessmen for tax evasion. 
Traders bought fake bills which enable them to claim input tax 
credit on the supply which in reality never happened. Input tax 
credit is an option in the GST which allows the taxpayers to claim 
credit for the taxes paid on inputs, he added.
    The biggest case of evasion was registered at Gondal town 
in Rajkot district after the authorities unearthed a fake billing 
racket of nearly Rs 470 crore. In another cases, the o�cials 
arrested �ve persons from Ahmedabad and others from the 
Bhavnagar, Vadodara and Deesa respectively. In order to curb 
GST theft, mobile squads have been formed by the state GST 
department.

GST evasion in Gujarat

   CBDT has instructed its o�cials to”dispose of all cases related 
to demonetisation where assessment is required to be framed 
till June 30.
    It had sent out notices and emails to about 3 lakh people who 
had made high-value cash deposits in the days following the 
demonetisation announcement of November 8, 2016, but had 
not �led their I-T returns. 
    The CBDT action plan, which will be in play until the 
department charts out the full-year outline, also aims to issue 
notices to non-�lers of Statement of Financial Transactions 
(SFTs) under Section 285 BA of the Income-Tax Act by May 15 
this year. Under the provision, speci�ed entities such as banks 
and mutual funds have to report and �le Annual Information 
Returns of individuals carrying out high-value transactions.

CBDT on DeMo Cases

   CBDT has noti�ed amendments in
o Form 16: acts as certi�cate for tax deducted at source
o Form 24Q: quarterly TDS statement for salaries.

Form16, Form 24Q

     In FY19 there is a shortfall of nearly Rs 35,000 crore in direct tax 
revenue, a larger de�cit of Rs 60,000 crore in GST. Centre made savings
to the tune of Rs 14,000 crore under the PM-Kisan. The massive tax 
revenue de�cit must have forced it to cut expenditure. Total GST 
collections for February (collected in March) stood at Rs 1,06,577 
crore, the highest for any month since GST’s implementation. The 
Centre’s GST revenue in the year will be around Rs 5.79 lakh crore, 
against the RE of Rs 6,43 lakh crore. A relief will come to the Centre in 
the form of not having to spend some Rs 40,000 croresurplus accrued 
in the compensation cess fund.

    On a monthly average basis, GST collections in FY19 grew 9.2%, 
lower than the nominal GDP growth of 11.5%, while GST is settling 
on a quarterly basis, GST collections’ growth in Q4FY19 increased to 
14.3% from 12.1% in QF3Y19.

o Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax (or consumption tax)
imposed in India on the supply of goods and services. The tax rates,
rules and regulations are governed by the GST Council which consists
of the �nance ministers of centre and all the states.

GST collection

APRIL 2019

Page 28



bankiq.in

STUDY IQ

    Import duty is a tax collected on imports and some exports 
by a country's customs authorities. A good's value will usually 
dictate the import duty. Depending on the context, import 
duty may also be known as a customs duty, tari�, import tax or 
import tari�.

    GST o�cers are working on a system where businesses above 
a certain turnover threshold will have to generate ‘e-invoice’ on 
government or GST portal for every sale, thereby e�ectively 
reducing the room for tax evasion.
    To start with, businesses above a speci�ed threshold will 
just get a unique number for every electronic invoice or 
e-invoice generated, this number can be matched with the
invoices reported in the sales return and taxes paid, an
o�cial said.

The o�cial said that businesses beyond a turnover threshold
would be provided a software which will be linked to GST or a 
government portal for generating e-invoice
    The proposed system of e-invoice will eventually replace the 
requirement of generation of e-way bill for movement of goods, 
as invoices would be generated through a centralized 
government portal.

    The new forms require taxpayers to provide more details related to 
bifurcation of exemptions under Section 10 of the Income Tax Act, 
various deductions under Chapter VI-A, disclosure of standard 
deduction amount and other income. These speci�c disclosure would 
make it easier for tax authorities in understanding a taxpayer’s salary 
components, facilitating more precise scrutiny.

   The indirect tax department that had arrested many promoters, 
after the notice issued in February for circular trading and escaping 
goods and services tax may have to rethink its strategy after the 
Mumbai High Court granted bail to many of them. The tax 
department raided premises of several companies for allegedly 
in�ating turnover through fake invoices to shell companies.

    Industry has raised alarm bells as imports of �nished leather 
goods and footwear from China have increased amid falling exports 
of these products from India. Even though India is a net exporter of 
raw hides and skins to China, it is a net importer of footwear and other 
articles of leather such as handbags, saddler and harnesses from its 
neighbor. China is the �fth largest importer of leather and leather 
products in the world.

GST e-invoice generation system
Circular trading & GST evasion charges

Higher import duty sought on 
Chinese leather, footwear

o
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BANKING AND FINANCIAL AWARENESS

CURRENT AFFAIR MCQ’S

Q1) RBI has set Average Base Rate to be charged by NBFC-MFIs at __________ % for Apr-Jun 2019?

A. 8.21%
B. 9.21 %
C. 7.16 %
D. 6.89 %

Q2) The Finance Ministry has decided to infuse Rs.5,042 crore into which bank ?

A. Dena Bank
B. Vijaya Bank
C. Bank of Baroda
D. Indian Bank

Q3) Bank of Baroda has become India’s ______ largest lender as Dena,Vijaya merger becomes 
e�ective from April 01?

A. Second
B. Third
C. Fourth
D. First

Q4) Whohas been appointed as the MD and CEO of ICICI securities?

A.  Vijay Chandok
B. VarunDhanwani
C. KapilChaudhry
D. AniketKapoor

Q5) The Reserve Bank of India will inject long-term liquidity worth USD ______ billion into the banking 
system, for tenure of three years?

A. USD 2 Billion
B. USD 5 Billion
C. USD 3 Billion
D. USD 4 Billion

Q6) Which bank will become the �rst bank to  charge customers for UPI transactions starting 1st of May 2019 ?

A. Axis Bank
B. ICICI Bank
C. YES Bank
D. Kotak Mahindra Bank

Q7) The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has reduced the Uni�ed Payments Interface (UPI) 
usage fees for small transactions less than Rs 1,000 to ______ paise?

A. 10p
B. 25p
C. 50p
D. 15p
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Q8) The Reserve Bank of India �xed the Repo Rate at what percent in its First Bi-monthly Monetary 
Policy Statement 2019-20?

A. 6 %
B. 6.25%
C. 6.50 %
D. 6.75 %

Q9) RBI has set the limits for Ways and Means Advances (WMA) for the �rst half of the �nancial year 
2019-20 at ₹__________ crore ?

A. ₹75,000 crore
B. ₹65,000 crore
C. ₹55,000 crore
D. ₹85,000 crore

Q10) According to a report by Asian Development Bank’s (ADB), what amount of investment is needed 
per year to build disaster-resilient infrastructure in Asia?

A. 1.7 trillion dollars
B. 2 trillion dollars
C. 1 trillion dollars
D. 1.5 trillion dollars

Q11) Which Bank has become the world’s �rst Islamic bank to launch banking via Whatsapp?

A. Qatar Islamic Bank
B. Emirates Islamic
C. Al Bilad Bank
D. Kabul Bank

Q12) The country’s largest power producer NTPC has signed a term loan agreement for Rs 2,000 
crore with which Bank?

A. Canara Bank
B. Bank of India
C. Indian Bank
D. Oriental  Bank of Commerce

Q13) In a bid to further improve the cash position of banks, the RBI has provided additional ______  per 
cent liquidity window to the lenders by tweaking liquidity coverage ratio (LCR) norms ?

A. 1 %
B. 0.5%
C. 2%
D. 2.2%

Q14) The RBI has lowered the GDP growth forecast for the current �scal to _____ per cent??

A. 7.4 %
B. 7.2%
C. 7.3%
D. 7 %
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Q15) Bank of India (BoI) will sell ________ % equity stake in Star Union Dai-Ichi Life 
Insurance Company (SUD Life)?

A. 22 %
B. 25 %
C. 27 %
D. 30 %

Q16) World Bank has forecasted India’s GDP growth to accelerate moderately to what percent in 
Fiscal Year 19-20?

A. 7.2 %
B. 7.3 %
C. 7.5 %
D. 7 %

Q17) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) rolled out with guidelines for banks to set up new currency chests, which 
includes new chests should have a processing capacity of _________ lakh pieces of banknotes per day ?

A. 6 lakh
B. 6.6 lakh
C. 3 lakh
D. 5.5lak

Q18) Which Bank is planning to raise up to Rs.50,000 crore this �scal by issuing bonds on 
private placement basis ?

A. Yes Bank
B. Axis Bank
C. ICICI Bank
D. HDFC Bank

Q19) According to world bank which country has become the world’s top recipient of remittances ?

A. China
B. India
C. Mexico
D. Philippines

Q20) BSE has signed of an MoU with which Bank to spread awareness about the bene�ts of listing on 
BSE Startups platform?

A. Canara Bank
B. HDFC Bank
C. Axis Bank
D. Punjab National Bank

Q21) Which bank has reduced the interest rate on housing loans of up to ₹30 lakh by 10 basis 
points to a range between 8.60% and 8.90% per annum ?

A. Punjab National Bank
B. HDFC Bank
C. State Bank of India
D. Axis Bank
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Q22)  retains interest rate for general provident fund at what percent ?

A. 7 %
B. 8 %
C. 6.5 %
D. 9 %

Q23 )Which Bank  has been ranked No 1 in India based on customer satisfaction in the �rst edition 
of the ‘World’s Best Banks’ survey by Forbes magazine ?

A. Axis Bank
B. Yes Bank
C. HDFC Bank
D. ICICI Bank

Q24) Which Bank has   partnered with credit pro�ler CreditVidya to improve the lender’s 
customer experience?

A. Kotak Mahindra
B. RBL Bank
C. Axis Bank
D. HDFC Bank

Notes
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APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATION

Q1) Who has become the new national President of the Confederation of Real Estate 
Developers’ Associations of India (CREDAI)?

A. Prashant Sharma
B. VivekBhargava
C. SatishMagar
D. HimanshuDholakia

Q2) Which country’s President AbdelazizBoute�ika has announced to retire from his position before 
his mandate expires on April 28, 2019?

A. Algeria
B. Tunisia
C. Libya
D. Niger

Q3) In a historic �rst, a gay African American woman was elected mayor of America’s third largest 
city Chicago. What’s her name ?

A. Lori Lightfoot
B. Toni Preckwinkle
C. Nancy Pelosi
D. Sharice David

Q4) Whohas assumed charge as the new Director (Raw Materials & Logistics) at Steel Authority of India Limited?

A.  Vivek Gupta
B. SumitBhargava
C. VinodGanguly
D. AbhimanyuNagdeo

Q5) Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director of Hitachi Payment Services Pvt. Ltd ?

A. Loney Antony
B. AvinashKhullar
C. RustomIrani
D. Omar Qureshi

Q6) The United Nations has appointed Nicholas Koumjian as the investigation head for which nation?

A. Iran
B. Iraq
C. Myanmar
D. aIndonesia
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Q7) Who was sworn in as the Chief Justice of Bombay high Court ?

A. Surya Kant
B. Aniruddha Bose
C. Krishna Murari
D. Pradeep Nandrajog

Q8) Anwar Haleem was appointed as the next Ambassador of India to which country?

A. Algeria
B. Slovenia
C. Albania
D. Jordon

Q9) Who has been elected as the new president of International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) – India?

A. Abhijeet Shorey
B. Vikramjit Singh Sahney
C. Gurdeep Singh Kohli
D. Madan  Gungeshwar

Q10) Who has become the �rst woman CMD of Pawan Hans Ltd?

A. Usha Padhee
B. Gita Gopalan
C. Shikha Sharma
D. Anubhuti Sharma

Q11) Who will take over as MD and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank from July 1 ?

A. R A Sankara Narayanan
B. Karnam Sekar
C. Vibhuti Patil
D. Akshay Patra

Q12) Who has been appointed as the Chairman cum Managing Director (CMD) of National 
Buildings Construction Corporation (NBCC) ?

A. Anoop Kumar Mittal
B. Shiv Das Meena
C. Vikramjit Singh Sahney
D. Rajeev Kumar

Q13) Who was appointed As the First Chief Justice of New Andhra Pradesh High Court ?

A. Vikram Nath
B. Shiv Sharma
C. Kailash Gupta
D. N R Pali
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DAYS AND DATES

Q1) Earth Hour 2019 was observed on?

A. March 29
B. March 30
C. March 31
D. April 1

Q2) Which state celebrated its 84th foundation day on April 1, 2019?

A. Bihar
B. West Bengal
C. Karnataka
D. Odisha

Q3) World Autism Awareness Day was observed on ?

A. 31 March
B. 30 March
C. 1 April
D. 2 April

Q4) International Day of Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action is observed every year on which day ?

A. April 1
B. April 2
C. April 3
D. April 4

Q5) 54th Valour Day of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) was observed on ?

A. April 8
B. April 6
C. April 7
D. April 9

Q6) International Romani Day was observed on?

A. April 9
B. April 8
C. April 7
D. April 6

Q7) World Homoeopathy Day was observed on ?

A. April 9
B. April 8
C. April 10
D. April 7
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DEFENCE AND SECURITY

Q1) Army has constructed 260 feet ‘Maitri Bridge’ on which river to link villages in leh?

A. Chenab
B. Jhelum
C. Indus
D. Ravi

Q2) After 32 years, the controversial Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act was partially removed from 
three of nine districts of which state?

A. Mizoram
B. Manipur
C. Nagaland
D. Arunachal Pradesh

Q3) The third edition of ‘AUSINDEX-19’, bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy and Royal 
Australian Navy, began in which city?untry?

A. Hyderabad
B. Visakhapatnam
C. Kochi
D. Jaipur

Q4) A joint exercise ‘African Lion 2019’ took place between USA and which country ?

A. Kenya
B. Algeria
C. Morocco
D. Nigeria

Q5) Which command of Indian Army has won the 15th edition of General J J Singh 
air weapon championship ?9?

A. Southern Command
B. Northern Command
C. Eastern Command
D. Western Command

Q6) India evacuated its entire contingent of 15 CRPF personnel from Tripoli after the situation 
suddenly worsened in which country?

A. Syria
B. Libya
C. Iran
D. Iraq
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Q7) Two Indian naval ships -- INS 'Kolkata' and 'Shakti' -- would take part in the which country’s Navy's 
70th  anniversary of celebrations ?

A. USA
B. England
C. China
D. Russia

Q8) A meeting of World Economic Forum on the Middle East and North Africa was held in which country 

A. Switzerland
B. Jordon
C. Sweden
D. Colombia

Q9) Biannual Army Commanders’ Conference begun in which city ?

A. Pune
B. Dehradun
C. New Delhi
D. Kochi

Q10) Which country on April 7, 2019 called for an immediate halt to military operations in Libya?

A. United States
B. India
C. Russia
D. France

Q11) The Indian Navy has signed an MoU with which organization to undertake joint research and 
development of advanced technologies for the Indian Navy ?

A. CSIR
B. ISRO
C. DRDO
D. None

Q12) Which edition of Mitra Shakti was concluded in Srilanka?

A. V
B. IV
C. VI
D. VII

Q13) Bold Kurukshetra-2019 is a joint military exercise between India and which country ?

A. Indonesia
B. Japan
C. Srilanka
D. Singapore
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Q1) Which district of Assam has unveiled a mobile app named ‘Sankalp’ for the �rst-time 
voters to ensure their participation?

A. Dhemaji
B. Jorhat
C. Kamrup
D. Bongaigaon

Q1) Who will be honoured with the Career Achievement Award at the 2019 Peabody Awards ?

A. Rita Moreno
B. Carrie Fisher
C. Diane Keaton
D. Cheryl Ladd

Q2) India has nominated which festival for UNESCO’s 2020 list of cultural institutions ?

A. Diwali
B. Durga Puja
C. Hornbill Festival
D. Holi

Q3) Who was has been awarded 2019 John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award for his 
world-leading research in global mental health??

A. Vikram Patel
B.  T N Dubey
C. Akshay Bhattacharya
D. M S Thakur

Q4) Who has been honoured with the Order of Zayed- the UAE’s highest civilian honour ?

A. SushmaSwaraj
B. NarendraModi
C. RamnathKovind
D. Suresh Prabhu

Q5)  Which company has won the Global Slag Company of the Year’ award at the 14th Global 
SlagConference and Exhibition 2019?

A. Wipro
B. Tata Steel
C. Reliance Jio
D. Procter & Gamble
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Q6) Dr. Gyanaditya Shakya was honoured with  the Presidential Award of Maharshi Badrayan Vyas 
Samman 2019   for his outstanding contribution in the �eld of which language ??

A. Maithili
B. Santhali
C. Pali
D. Sanskrit

Q7) Who has been conferred with the All India Management Association’s award for lifetime 
contribution to media in 2019?

A. Jaideep Bose
B. Shekhar Gupta
C. Prabhu Chawla
D. Mahendra Mohan Gupta

Q8) Who was selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman 2018 for his collection of poetry 
titled ‘Pakkaki Ottigilite’  ?

A. Umar Alisha
B. Kalipatnam Ramarao
C. Viswanatha Satyanarayana
D. K Siva Reddy

Q9) India's which education technology startup ' has bagged a Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019?

A. Dost Education
B. Byjus
C. Nayi Disha
D. Online Tyari
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INDIA AND THE WORLD

Q1) Which country will be the guest country at the New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF) in 2022 ?

A. Canada
B. France
C. Poland
D. Ireland

Q2) 16th meeting of the U.S.-India Counter terrorism Joint Working Group  was held in which city ?

A. New Delhi
B. New  York 
C. Washington DC
D. Pune

Q3) India has signed how many MoUs with Bolivia in diverse sectors including culture, space and 
medicine to boost bilateral cooperation?

A. Eight
B. Five
C. Six
D. Seven

Q4) India and United States have signed �rst amendment to Statement of Guiding Principles (SGP) 
on Triangular Cooperation which has extended the validity of this agreement up to which year ?

A. 2020
B. 2021
C. 2022
D. 2024

Q5) Which gulf country has agreed to issue equivalency for all Indian degrees both academic and 
professional that match set criteria?

A. Bahrain
B. UAE
C. Qatar
D. Kuwait

Q6) Which country has approved the sale of 24 multi-role MH-60 ‘Romeo’ Seahawk helicopters to 
India at an estimated cost of 2.4 billion US dollars?

A. Russia
B. Israel
C. USA
D. Japan
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Q7)  4th Session of India-Ukraine working group on Trade and Economic Cooperation was held in ?

A. Kiev
B. New Delhi
C. Kharkiv
D. Pune

Q8) India has signed an agreement with the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
Consultancy Service (NABCONS) for setting up the India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (IAIARD) in which country?

A. Malawi
B. Peru
C. Nigeria
D. South Sudan

Q9) Which country has reiterated its support for India’candidatureas a non-permanent member of 
UN Security Council for the term 2021 – 2022  ?

A. France
B. Sweden
C. Chile
D. Slovenia

Q10) Which country has allowed India to facilitate its supplies of lithium Carbonate to India and foster j
oint ventures for Lithium battery ?

A. Canada
B. Bolivia
C. New Zealand
D. France

Q11) India and which country launched a joint programme To Collaborate on Solutions for Smart Cities?

A. France
B. Russia
C. Sweden
D. Poland
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INDUSTRY 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Q1) Which company has received a letter of intent (LoI) to acquire debt-laden Korba West Power 
Company Ltd. (KWPCL)?

A. Reliance Power
B. Adani Power
C. Tata Power
D. Suzlon

Q1) India has built a 25-bed ‘Chandra Narayan Yadav Memorial Maternity Hospital in which country ?

A. Srilanka
B. Bhutan
C. Nepal
D. Bangladesh

Q1) Which Parliament has approved ban on single-use plastic products  like straws, cutlery etc ?

A. New Zealand Parliament
B. USA Parliament
C. Canada Parliament
D. European Parliament

Q2) ZuzanaCaputova has become the �rst female President of which country ?

A. Austria
B. Ukraine
C. Hungary
D. Slovakia

Q3) Whichcountry has declared ‘Reiwa’ as the name of its new imperial era?

A. South Korea
B. Japan
C. Denmark
D. Ireland

Q4) Which country is the recent one to join the International Solar Alliance by signing the framework 
agreement on International Solar Alliance?

A. Croatia
B. Chile
C. Bolivia
D. Costa  Rica
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Q5) Which country has banned industrial �shing for a month to protect its �sh stock from depletion?

A. Nigeria
B. Japan
C. Sierra Leone
D. South Sudan

Q6) Customs o�cials of which country have ordered the destruction of three lakh maps for not 
mentioning some territories as a part of its own country ?

A. Iran
B. Palestine
C. Russia
D. China

Q7) Name the  Google’s India and South East Asia President who has quit from 
his position to join Sequoia Capital ?

A. VikasAgnihotri
B. RajanAnandan
C. Rajesh Agrawal
D. Hitesh Suri

Q8) Which country could be blacklisted by the Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) due to 
insu�cient actions to block the �ow of funds and activities of the terror groups ?

A. Iraq
B. Pakistan
C. Iran
D. Afghanistan

Q9) Which country is going to withdraw from the Rome Statute of the International CriminalCourt (ICC)?

A. Indonesia
B. Laos
C. Thailand
D. Malaysia

Q10) Which country begins 100 days of mourning for over 800,000 people slaughtered in a 
genocide that took place on April 7, 1994, and lasted till July 4 of that year ?

A. Congo
B. Uganda
C. Rwanda
D. Tanzania

Q11) Kirstjen Nielsen who is in the news recently was homeland security secretary of which country?d?

A. Sweden
B. Canada
C. France
D. USA
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Q12) Which country is planning to designate Iran's Revolutionary Guard a ‘foreign terrorist organization’?

A. Russia
B. USA
C. UK
D. Israel

Q13) Which country has become the �rst nation to introduce an online safety regulation ?

A. UK
B. USA
C. France
D. Ireland

Q14) Which city has become the �rst city in the world to implement a 24 * 7 special Ultra 
Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) ?

A. Paris
B. London
C. New York
D. Rome

Q15) According to UNICEF how many million children are at risk due to climate change in Bangladesh ?

A. 10 million
B. 15 million
C. 19 million
D. 17 million

Q16) Benjamin Netanyahu is set to win a record ______ term in Israel Elections 2019?

A. Fourth
B. Sixth
C. Second
D. Fifth

Q17) Abdelkader Bensalah has become the interim President of which country ?

A. Albania
B. Slovenia
C. Algeria
D. Burundi
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE

Q1) Union Ministry of Home A�airs (MHA) has constituted eight member Multi-Disciplinary Terror 
Monitoring Group (MDTMG) for which state?

A. Nagaland
B. Jammu & Kashmir
C. Assam
D. Manipur

Q2) For the �rst time, which state will witness Braille-enabled ballot papers at all polling booths to 
ensure wider participation of voters in Lok Sabha elections ?

A. Meghalaya
B. Manipur
C. Sikkim
D. Assam

Q3) In a �rst of its kind initiative, the Election Commission has  reached out to over _______  community 
radio stations across the country to educate and inform the voters ahead of the general elections ?

A. 100
B. 110
C. 136
D. 150

Q4) The First phase of Lok Sabha Elections 2019 began for how many constituencies on April 11, 2019 ? 

A. 89
B. 91
C. 110
D. 115
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REPORTS AND INDICES

Q1) According to a recent report by Oxfam, gender wage gap in which country  is highest 
among Asian nations?

A. Pakistan
B. India
C. Bangladesh
D. Vietnam

Q2) Which state has ranked number 1 in the e-Learning training program of the Department of 
Personnel and Training (DoPT), Government India?

A. Andhra Pradesh
B. Telangana
C. Karnataka
D. Maharashtra

Q3) 2019 Global Report on Food Crises was released by which organization ?

A. United Nations
B.  World Economic Forum
C. Food & Agriculture Organization
D. International Food Policy Research Institute

Q4) According to Goldman Sachs Brexit has cost Britain nearly what  percent of GDP ?

A. 3.2%
B. 2 %
C. 4 %
D. 2.5 %

Q5) According to the State Of Global Air report 2019, Air pollution has killed ______  million 
people in India in 2017 ?

A. 1 million
B. 2 million
C. 0.5 million
D. 1.2 million

Q6) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has forecasted India’s growth to what percent for 2019-20 ?

A. 7 %
B. 7.5 %
C. 7.2%
D. 7.4 %

Q7) The World Trade Organization (WTO) has lowered its forecast for global trade growth in 2019 
from 3.7 percent to __________ percent?

A. 2 %
B. 3 %
C. 3.3%
D. 2.6 %
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Q8) According to World Gold Council (WGC)  India stands at _______ position among countries in 
terms of yellow metal reserves ?

A. 11th
B. 10th
C. 7th
D. 5th

Q9) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has lowered its global growth
 forecast for 2019 to _____  per cent  ?

A. 3.1 %
B. 3.3%
C. 3.2 %
D. 3 %

Q10) According to UNPFA Report India’s Population has grown  at an average annual rate  
of ____ % between 2010 and 2019 ?

A. 1 %
B. 1.6 %
C. 1.2 %
D. 1.7 %

Notes
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SPORTS

Q1) Which country defeated India to win Sultan Azlan Shah Hockey tournament??

A. Malaysia
B. Japan
C. South Korea
D. Canada

Q2) Which country is going to host  Asean School Games 2019 in July ?

A. Malaysia
B. Indonesia
C. Vietnam
D. Singapore

Q3) Who has won the men’s singles title at Yonex-Sunrise India Open badminton tournament ?

A. SrikanthKidambi
B. Viktor Axelsen
C. Lee Yang 
D. Wang Chi

Q4) Whohas won the men’s single title at 35th edition of the Miami Open Tennis Tournament 2019?

A. John Isner
B. Roger Federer
C. Rafael Nadal
D. Andy Murray

Q5) Who has took over as the International Cricket Council (ICC) Chief Executive O�cer (CEO) ?

A. Manu Sawhney
B. David Richardson
C. Anil Kumble
D. Shane Warne

Q6) Who has won the Bahrain Grand Prix 2019 ?

A. Lewis Hamilton
B.  Valtteri Bottas
C. Charles Leclerc
D. Sebastian Vettel

Q7) Which country has won the ICC Test Championship mace for the third consecutive year?

A. Australia
B. South Africa
C. India
D. New Zealand
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Q8) The Kho-Kho Federation of India (KKFI) has launched a franchise-based league for KhoKho 
named Ultimate Kho-Kho. How many teams will be participating in it ?

A. Seven
B. Ten
C. Eight
D. Eleven

Q9) Who has become the �rst player to hit a century in the twelfth edition of the Indian Premier League ?

A. AjinkyaRahane
B. Sanju Samson
C. JaydevUnadkat
D. Stuart Binny

Q10) Who has become the �rst Indian male squash player to enter the top-10 list in the world ?

A. Kush Kumar
B. Ramit Tondon
C. Aditya Jagtap
D. Saurav Ghoshal

Q11) Who was felicitated by Asian Tour for his contribution to golf in Asia ?

A. Shiv Kapur
B. Vikram Patel
C. Pawan Munjal
D. Vipin Sharma

Q12) Who was declared the Sportsperson of the Year (Female) at the ESPN India awards 2018 ?

A. Saina Nehwal
B. Ekta Bhyan
C. PV Sindhu
D. Mary Kom

Q13) Who has won Men’s Single title at Malaysia Open?

A. Chen Long
B. Lin Dan
C. Shi Yuqi 
D. Lee Chong Wei

Q14) All rounder Elriesa Theunissen-Fourie who passed away recently was a women 
cricketer of which country?

A. Australia
B. England
C. South Africa
D. New Zealand
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Q15) Who has become only the second Indian player to score 8,000 runs in T20 cricket  ?

A. Suresh Raina
B. M S Dhoni
C. Virat Kohli
D. Rohit Sharma

Q16) Who was named As Chief Coach of India Men's Hockey Team ?

A. Graham Reid
B. Rick Martin
C. Steve Shutt
D. Danny Gare

Q17) Who ha s set a new world record as the world’s oldest person to play in a professional soccer match ?

A. Robert Carmona
B. John Burridge
C. Marco Ballotta
D. Isaak Hayik

Q18) Arie Irawan who passed away at an age of 28 was related to which  sports ?

A. Football
B. Polo
C. Golf
D. Chess

Q19) Who has won the women’s singles title at Monterrey Open 2019 ?

A. Victoria Azarenka
B. Asia Muhammad
C. Maria Sanchez
D. Garbine Muguruza

Q20) Who has been named as the Wisden Almanack's 'Leading Cricketer of the Year' for 
the third straight time?

A. M S Dhoni
B. Virat Kohli
C. Aaron Finch
D. Kane Williamson
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TAXATION 

MISCELLANEOUS

Q1) How many Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs) were signed by the Central Board of Direct
 Taxes in March 2019?

A. 15
B. 20
C. 18
D. 22

Q1) Which district has become the world’s �rst district which uses both 5G coverage and broadband 
gigabit network?

A. Fujian
B. Guangdong
C. Jiangsu
D. Shanghai

Q2) Prafulla Rajguru, who passed away recently was a veteran ____?

A. Historian
B. Scientist
C. Journalist
D. Politician

Q3) Which social networking site has banned praise, support and representation of white nationalism and white 
separatism on its platforms?

A. Twitter
B. Facebook
C. Whatsapp
D. Google +

Q4) Which IT company has partnered with IIT Kharagpur for advanced research in 5G and AI ?

A. TCS
B. Infosys
C. Wipro
D. Tech Mahindra

Q5) International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has added Hump-Backed Mahseer into 
which category in its Red List of Threatened Species?

A. Endangered
B. Extinct
C. Critically endangered
D. Vulnerable
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Q6) Which company has become the �rst Indian Shipyard to make and deliver 100 warships 
to the Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard and Mauritius Coast Guard?

A. Cochin Shipyard
B. Bharati Shipyard Ltd
C. GRSE
D. Hindustan Shipyard Ltd

Q7) ISRO has launched DRDO’s Observational Satellite EMISAT along with  28 Foreign 
Satellites using which launch vehicle  ?

A. PSLV-C45
B. PSLV-C42
C. PSLV-C43
D. PSLV-C44

Q8) Whichstate’s High Court has barred to mention the caste of the accused, victims or witnesses 
in proceedings before the court?

A. Haryana HC
B. Delhi HC
C. Bombay HC
D. Madhya Pradesh HC

Q9) ISRO has opened its rocket launch viewing facility for �rst time in which state?

A. Rajasthan
B. Andhra Pradesh
C. Odisha
D. Gujarat

Q10) Which Indian �lmmaker has joined as an o�cial Ambassador of Toronto International Film 
Festival’s ‘Share Her Journey?

A. ZoyaAkhtar
B. Rima Das
C. Nandita Das
D. Farha Khan

Q11) Senior BJP leader DilipSarkar who passed away recently was a �ve-time MLA  
from which state ? (NBCC) ?

A. Manipur
B. Gujarat
C. Rajasthan
D. Tripura

Q12) Which social media platform has launched the “Why am I seeing this post” feature?

A. Google
B. Facebook
C. Whatsapp
D. Instagram
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Q13) National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) has once again surpassed the _____________ 
million tonnes �gure of production and sales for the year 2018-19 for the 3rd year consecutively?

A. 20
B. 30
C. 40
D. 25

Q14) The Centre has set up a tribunal under whose chairmanship to adjudicate ban 
on the Jamaat-e-Islami J&K, JKLF?

A. Justice ChanderShekhar
B. Justice S K Jain
C. Justice AnuragTiwari
D. JusticRanjanaGogoi

Q15) Supreme Court has suspended the environmental clearance granted for an international 
airport at Mopa In which state?

A. Himachal Pradesh
B. Goa
C. Assam
D. Uttarakhand

Q16) Interaction on Trade and Economic Cooperation with Oceania Countries was held at which place recently?

A. Sydney
B. Jakarta
C. New Delhi
D. Bengaluru

Q17) Which city will host the NuGen Mobility Summit 2019?

A. New Delhi
B. Gurugram
C. Bengaluru
D. Amravati

Q18) Which Indian village has developed itself as India’s �rst carbon-positive settlement ?

A. Bishnupur
B. Chandel
C. Gomi
D. Phayeng

Q19) Which has become the �rst ever railway station in the Indian Railways to get an ISO 
certi�cation from the National Green Tribunal (NGT) ?

A. Habibganj Railway Station
B. Vijayawada Railway Station
C. Guwahati Railway Station
D. Dudhsagar Railay Station
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Q20)  Which country will become the �rst country in the world to launch a nationwide 5G network?

A. Japan
B. South Korea
C. China
D. USA

Q21) India’s future forward real estate company, Talenmark is building “The Biggest Cultural Center 
of India’ in which city?

A. New Delhi
B. Jaipur
C. Calicut
D. Kolkata

Q22)  Three day National Cardiology Conference 2019 was held in which city ?

A. New Delhi
B. Lucknow
C. Bengaluru
D. Pune

Q23) Larsen and Toubro (L&T) has received the approval to acquire up to 66.15  % stake in which IT 
company from Competition Commission of India (CCI) ?

A. Mindtree
B. Aftek
C. Cyient
D. Ramco Systems

Q24) South African Born biologist who shared a Nobel Prize in 2002 in Physiology passed away 
recently, what was his name ?

A. Bob Horvitz
B. John Sulston
C. Sydney Brenner
D. Anthony Sulston

Q25) Which railway station has been renamed by the Tamil Nadu State Government as Puratchi 
Thalaivar Dr MG Ramachandran railway station?

A. Chennai Central
B. Basin Bridge
C. Golden Rock
D. Salem Junction
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Q26) Which company has got the approval from the RBI to start its Stock Broking Services?

A. Paytm Money
B. Samsung Pay
C. Google Pay
D. Samsung Pay

Q27) Who is the author of the book “The Indian textile Sourcebook”? 

A. Avalon Fotheringham
B. Jagdish Bhagwati
C. Jayati Ghosh
D. Bina Agarwal

Q28) Kartik Chandra Rath passed away in Cuttack, Odisha on April 1, 2019. He belonged to which �eld?

A. Theatre
B. Politics
C. Music
D. Medical

Q29) Woman can now �le a dowry harassment case from the place she has taken shelter under 
which section of the IPC?

A. Section 495
B. Section 498
C. Section 490
D. Section 492

Q30) Which IIT institution was ranked the best in the National Institutional Ranking Framework -2019?

A. IIT Madras
B. IIT Delhi
C. IIT Kanpur
D. IIT Bombay

Q31) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its latest World Economic Outlook (WEO) has 
predicted India’s GDP growth rate in 2019-20 at what percent ?

A. 7.5 %
B. 7.2 %
C. 7.3 %
D. 7.1 %

Q32) Google has launched its 1st drone delivery service in which country ?

A. India
B. Australia
C. France
D. Sweden
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Q33) Which country has become YouTube’s largest and fastest growing market ?

A. China
B. USA
C. UK
D. India

Q34) CBDT has detected unaccounted cash collection racket of Rs 281 crore in which state ?

A. Madhya Pradesh
B. Rajasthan
C. Uttar Pradesh
D. Jharkhand

 Q35) National Green Tribunal has established a committee under whose chairmanship to  examine 
alleged erosion of Yamuna �oodplain in Sonipat ?

A. Adarsh Kumar Goel
B. J S Khehar
C. Madan Lokur
D. Kurian Joseph

Notes
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MCQ’S SOLUTION

Ans 1- (a) IDBI BANK

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set the applicable average base rate to be charged by Non-Banking Financial 
Company – Micro Finance Institutions (NBFC-MFIs) to their borrowers for the �rst quarter of the next �scal beginning 
April 01, 2019 at 9.21 percent

Ans2-(c) Bank of Baroda

   Centre to infuse Rs.5,042 crore into BoB
   The Finance Ministry has decided to infuse Rs.5,042 crore into state-owned Bank of Baroda (BoB) ahead of the merger of two 
  other public sector lenders Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank with BoB. The merger of Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank with Bank of Baroda 
would be e�ective from April 1.

Ans3-(b) Third

  BoB now India’s third-largest lender as Dena, Vijaya merger becomes e�ective from April 01
  From April 01, 2019 all branches of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank will function as branches of Bank of Baroda. The amalgamation of Vijaya
Bank and Dena Bank with Bank of Baroda will be e�ective from April 01, 2019.
   With this amalgamation, Bank of Baroda will become the third largest bank in the India after State Bank of India and HDFC Bank.
   After the amalgamation, the bank will have a business mix of Rs 15 lakh crore of balance sheet, with deposits and advances of Rs 8.75 
lakh crore and Rs 6.25 lakh crore, respectively.
  According to the Scheme of Amalgamation, shareholders of Vijaya Bank will get 402 equity shares of BoB for every 1,000 shares held, 
while the shareholders of Dena Bank will get 110 shares of BoB for every 1,000 shares held.

Ans4-(a) Vijay Chandok

   Vijay Chandok appointed as MD-CEO of ICICI Securities
   ICICI Securities has appointed Vijay Chandok as its MD and CEO with e�ect from May 07, 2019.
   Presently Vijay Chandok is the Executive Director of ICICI Bank.

Ans5-(b) 5 Billion

   RBI to inject USD 5 billion more liquidity into banking system
   The Reserve Bank of India will inject long-term liquidity worth USD 5 billion into the banking system through a dollar-rupee buy-sell 
swap for tenure of three years on April 23, 2019. 
   The move is aimed at meeting the durable liquidity needs of the system.
   The swap will be in the nature of a simple buy-sell foreign exchange swap from the Reserve Bank side. 
   Under the swap, a bank would sell US dollars to the RBI and simultaneously agree to buy the same amount of US dollars at the end of
 the swap period.
   The auction would be a multiple-price based auction in which successful bids will get accepted at their respective quoted premium.
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Ana6-(d) Kotak Mahindra Bank

   Kotak Mahindra Bank Becomes First Lender To Charge For UPI Use
  Kotak Mahindra Bank (Kotak) stated that it will charge customers for UPI transactions starting 1st of May 2019. 
  For each Kotak Bank account, the �rst 30 UPI fund transfers will be free, after which a charge will be levied on all 
fund transfers from the bank account.
  This will be applicable across all platforms, including Paytm, PhonePe, Google Pay or Truecaller Pay among others. 

Ans7-(a) 10p

   NPCI reduces UPI usage charges to Rs 0.10 from Rs 0.25
   The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has reduced the Uni�ed Payments Interface (UPI) usage fees for 
small transactions less than Rs 1,000 to 10 paise from 25 paise
  For transactions above Rs 1,000, the charge has been retained at 50 paise

Ans8-(a) 6%

  RBI cuts repo rate by 25 bps
  The Reserve Bank of India on Thursday cut the repo rate by another 25 basis points to 6 per cent.
  The move will cheer markets and investors and is the second consecutive rate cut by the RBI.
  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on April 4, 2019 released its First Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Statement 2019-20. After assessing 
the current and evolving macroeconomic situation in the economy, the six member- Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) decided to 
reduce the policy Repo Rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by 25 basis points to 6 percent from 6.25 percent 
with immediate e�ect.

Ans9-(a) ₹75,000 crore 

   RBI sets WMA Limit for Govt at Rs 75000 crore for �rst half of FY20
   The Reserve Bank of India has set the limits for Ways and Means Advances (WMA) for the �rst half of the �nancial year 2019-20 at 
₹75,000 crore. This is for April 2019 to September 2019).
   The Reserve Bank makes advances to the Central and state governments to remove the temporary mismatch in the cash �ows. 
Such advances are termed as ‘ways and means advances’ (WMA).
  The Reserve Bank may trigger fresh �oatation of market loans when the Government of India utilises 75 percent of the WMA limit.

Ans10-(a) 1.7 trillion dollars

   To build disaster-resilient infrastructure in Asia, around $1.7 trillion needed per year: ADB
   According to a recent Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) report titled ‘Asian Development Outlook 2019: Strengthening 
Disaster Resilience’, around 26 trillion dollars from 2016 to 2030, or 1.7 trillion dollars investment needed per year to build 
disaster-resilient infrastructure in Asia.
   This is because Developing economies across Asia are among the most vulnerable to natural disasters and have su�ered damages of 
around 644 billion dollars since 2000.
   Of these, approx 507 billion dollars wasted for weather-related hazardswhile the remaining 137 billion dollars 
wasted for geophysical hazards.
   Economic damage from tropical cyclones in not so wealthy countries which are the members of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) was forecast to be doubled or trebled by 2100.
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Ans11-(b) Emirates Islamic

   Emirates Islamic becomes world’s �rst Islamic bank to launch banking via WhatsApp

   Emirates Islamic a bank in Dubai, UAE has announced the launch of Chat Banking services for customers via WhatsApp. 

   With this, it will become the world’s �rst Islamic Bank to launch Banking Service via Whatsapp

Ans12-(a) Canara Bank

    NTPC signs Rs 2,000 cr term loan with Canara Bank

    The country’s largest power producer NTPC has signed a term loan agreement for Rs 2,000 crore with Canara Bank. 

    The loan facility is extended at an interest rate linked to three months MCLR of the Bank.

    This loan has a door to door tenure of 15 years and will be utilised to part �nance the capital expenditure of the NTPC.

Ans13-(c) 2%

   RBI tweaks LCR norms to boost Liquidity

    In a bid to further improve the cash position of banks, the RBI provided additional 2 per cent liquidity window to the 

lenders by tweaking liquidity coverage ratio (LCR) norms. The LCR indicates the proportion of highly liquid assets held by 

banks to ensure their ability to meet short-term obligations.

   The decision has been taken with a view to improve the ease of undertaking forex transactions by increasing the last-mile 

touch points of regulated entities to sell foreign exchange for non-trade current account transactions.

Ans14-(b) 7.2%

    RBI lowers GDP growth forecast to 7.2% for 2019-20

    The RBI lowered the GDP growth forecast for the current �scal to 7.2 per cent from the earlier estimate of 7.4 per cent amid 

probability of El Nino e�ects on monsoon rains and uncertain global economic outlook.

    The central bank had projected the GDP growth for 2019-20 at 7.4 per cent. 

    The Monetary Policy Committee of India (MPC), headed by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das, noted that the output gap 

remains negative and the domestic economy is facing headwinds, especially on the global front.

Ans15-(b) 25%

   Bank of India to sell 25% stake in life insurance JV SUD Life

   Bank of India (BoI) has announced that it will sell 25.05% equity stake in Star Union Dai-Ichi Life Insurance 

Company (SUD Life) at a �oor price of Rs. 170.50 per share.

   At the �oor price, the sale could earn Rs. 1,106 crore for BOI.

   Star Union Dai-Ichi Life Insurance is a JV between BoI (holds 28.96 per cent), Union Bank of India (holds 25.10 per cent), 

and Japan’s Dai-ichi Life Insurance Company ( holds 45.94 per cent)

Ans16-(c) 7.5%

    World Bank Projects India’s GDP to Accelerate Moderately to 7.5% in 2019-20

    In its latest report on South Asia, the World Bank has forecasted India’s GDP growth to accelerate 

moderately to 7.5 percent in Fiscal Year 19-20.

    The estimated growth is driven by continued investment strengthening, particularly private-improved export 

performance and resilient consumption.

     The bank has estimated the real GDP growth at 7.2 percent in the �scal 2018-19

APRIL 2019

Page 60



STUDY IQSTUDY IQ

bankiq.in

Ans17-(b) 6.6 lakh

   RBI issues norms for banks to set up currency chests

   Reserve Bank of India (RBI) rolled out with guidelines for banks to set up new currency chests, which include the minimum area 

of 1,500 square feet for the strong room. 

   The new chests should have a processing capacity of 6.6 lakh pieces of banknotes per day.

   It added that for those situated in the hilly/ inaccessible places, capacity should be 2.1 lakh pieces of banknotes per day.

Ans18-(d) HDFC Bank

   HDFC Bank to raise up to Rs.50,000 crore by issuing bonds

   Private lender HDFC Bank said it is planning to raise up to Rs.50,000 crore this �scal by issuing bonds on private placement basis. 

   It will raise funds by issuing perpetual debt instruments [part of additional tier I capital], tier II capital bonds and long-term 

bonds [�nancing of infrastructure and a�ordable housing] up to a total amount of Rs.50,000 crore in the period of next 12 months 

through private placement mode. The bank would consider the proposal on April 20.

Ans19-(b) India

    World Bank says India retains top spot in remittances in 2018: Report

   India has retained its position as the world’s top recipient of remittances – money sent back home by its nationals 

working abroad – in 2018, the World Bank.

   The Indian diaspora has sent $79 billion (approximately Rs 5.5 lakh crore) home.

   “Remittances grew by more than 14% in India, where a �ooding disaster in Kerala likely boosted the �nancial help that 

migrants sent to families,” the global lender said. 

   China is at second spot ($67 billion) and Mexico at third ($36 billion), according to the latest edition of the World Bank’s 

Migration and Development Brief

Ans20-(b) HDFC Bank

   BSE ties up with HDFC Bank to strengthen startups platform

   BSE (formerly Bombay Stock Exchange) has signed of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with HDFC Bank to 

spread awareness about the bene�ts of listing on BSE Startups platform.

   BSE Startup platform was launched by BSE in December 2018, to list the new-age companies and encourage the entrepreneurs to get listed 

and thereby making stock market listing attractive for startups in the country and to and raise equity capital for their growth and expansion.

Ans21-(c) State Bank of India

  SBI cut interest rate on home loans up to Rs 30 lakh by 10 bps

  India's largest lender, SBI has reduced the interest rate on housing loans of up to ₹30 lakh by 10 basis points to a range 

between 8.60% and 8.90% per annum, from existing rates of 8.70% to 9%.

   SBI also cut its benchmark lending rates by �ve basis points across all tenors.

   The one-year marginal cost of fund-based lending rate (MCLR) now stands at 8.50%, down from 8.55%.

   The move comes days after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cut its policy interest rate by 25 basis points to 6%, in a 

move to boost the economy.

   From May 1, the rates of large savings accounts (balances above ₹1 lakh) will get revised.Overdraft and other short-term

 loans will get cheaper.
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Ans22-(b) 8%

   Government Retains Interest Rate For General Provident Fund at 8%

    The government has retained the interest rate for General Provident Fund (GPF),Contributory Provident Fund and other related 

schemes at 8 per cent for the �rst quarter of the current �nancial year.

  The interest rate on these funds was at 8% in January-March quarter of 2018-19 and government kept it unchanged 

for April to June for 2019-20.

  The interest rate will be applicable on provident funds of central government employees, railways and defence forces

.

Ans23-(c) HDFC Bank 

   HDFC Bank Ranks No 1 Indian Bank in World’s Best Banks Survey by Forbes

   India’s largest private sector lender, HDFC Bank has been ranked No 1 in India based on customer satisfaction in the �rst 

edition of the ‘World’s Best Banks’ survey by Forbes magazine.

   For the survey, Forbes partnered with market research �rm Statista and measured the best banks in 23 countries.

   The survey did not take into account the �nancial performance, or balance sheets and P&L statements of the banks. 

Customers rated banks on overall recommendation and satisfaction based on 5 key attributes namely:

1) trust

2) terms and conditions

3) customer service

4) digital service

5) �nancial advice

ICICI Bank stood at second place followed by DBS at third in Forbes list for India.

Ans24-(b) RBL Bank

   RBL Bank ties up with CreditVidya for improving customer experience

   RBL Bank has partnered with credit pro�ler CreditVidya to improve the lender’s customer experience. 

Through this partnership, the private sector lender will be able to gain signi�cant insights into its customer base.

   By acquiring richer customer insights, RBL will be able to segment its customers better, o�er them relevant credit

 products and build custom scorecards.
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Ans 1-(c)SatishMagar

    SatishMagar Takes Charge as New National President of CREDAI

   SatishMagar has taken over as the new national President of the Confederation of Real Estate Developers’ Associations 

of India (CREDAI) on March 31, 2019.

   CREDAI is the apex body of private real estate developers in India.

   Magar is the managing director of Magarpatta City. He succeeds Jaxay Shah to become the new president of the 20-year-old body.

Ans2-(a) Algeria

   Algeria's President AbdelazizBoute�ika has announced that he will resign from his position before his mandate expires on April 28, 2019. 

   The president will take steps to ensure state institutions continue to function during the transition period. 

   The move follows weekly protests by the citizens of the nation who called for the 82-year-old Boute�ika to step down 

after almost 20 years in o�ce

Ans3-(a) Lori Lightfoot

    Black, gay woman elected Chicago mayor in historic vote

   In a historic �rst, a gay African American woman was elected mayor of America’s third largest city on Tuesday, as Chicago 

voters entrusted a political novice with tackling di�cult problems of economic inequality and gun violence.

   Lori Lightfoot, a 56-year-old former federal prosecutor and practicing lawyer who has never before held elected o�ce, 

was elected the midwestern city’s mayor in a lopsided victory.

   She beat Toni Preckwinkle, who is also an African American woman, by a wide margin of 74 to 26 per cent in early voting 

results with most ballots counted.

    Lightfoot will become Chicago’s �rst openly gay mayor and the �rst African American woman to hold the post. 

   Since 1837, Chicago voters have elected only one black mayor and one female mayor.

.

Ans`4-(a) Vivek Gupta

   Vivek Gupta assumes charge as the new Director at SAIL 

    Vivek Gupta has assumed charge as the new Director (Raw Materials & Logistics) at Steel Authority of India Limited. 

   A civil engineer from NIT, Allahabad, Gupta joined SAIL in 1980. 

     With an experience of working for more than 38 years in SAIL, he has served in IISCO Steel Plant (ISP), 

Chasnala Colliery, Project Directorate, VISL and Raw Materials Division as well as in NMDC where he was on deputation. 

.

Ans5-(c) RustomIrani

   RustomIrani has been appointed as the new Managing Director of Hitachi Payment Services Pvt. Ltd. (Hitachi Payments).

   Additionally, he is also the CEO of the Cash Business and will soon be a part of the company's board by April 1 2019.

   RustomIrani has served the company for the last 8 years, as the Chief Operations O�cer of Hitachi Payment Services.

   Last April, he assumed the role of CEO of the company’s Cash Business

   Meanwhile, Loney Antony elevated to Vice Chairman and Non-Executive Director of the Board of Directors
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Ans6-(c) Myanmar

   UN chief appoints investigation head for Myanmar

    The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has appointed Nicholas Koumjian of the US as head of the Independent 

Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar.

   Koumjian will be the �rst head of the Myanmar mechanism, which was established by the Human Rights Council on September 27, 2018.

Ans7-(d) Pradeep Nandrajog 

    Justice  Pradeep Nandrajog sworn in as Chief justice of Bombay High Court

Justice Pradeep Nandrajog was sworn in as the Chief Justice of Bomaby high Court.

    His oath was administered by Maharashtra Governor CH Vidyasagarrao at Raj Bhavan,Mumbai.

    He succeeds Justice Naresh Patel.

   Justice Nandrajog,61 , was enrolled as an advocate with the Bar Council of Delhi in 1981

.

Ans8-(d) Jordon

    Anwar Haleem appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

   Shri Anwar Haleem, IFS (Indian Foreign Service, batch of 1991 is appointed as the next Ambassador of India to 

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. He will take up the assignment at a short notice.

   Anwar Haleem is currently working as the Senior Directing Sta� in the National Defence College.

   Country: Jordan, o�cially the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (Located on the East Bank of the Jordan 

River in Western Asia; Jordan is an Arab country)

. 

Ans9-(b) Vikramjit singh Sahney 

    Vikramjit Sahney appointed as president of ICC India

    Vikramjit Singh Sahney has been elected as the new president of International Chamber of 

Commerce (ICC) – India. He is the Chairman of SUN Group.

   ICC Headquarters: Paris, France

Ans10-(a) Usha Padhee

    Usha Padhee became the �rst woman CMD of Pawan Hans Ltd.

    Odisha cadre IAS o�cer, Usha Padhee, has been given additional charge as the Chairman & Managing Director of Pawan 

Hans Ltd, helicopter services providing company. 

    Currently , she is serving as the Joint Secretary of Department of Civil Aviation

   With this appointment, she becomes the �rst woman CMD of the mini ratna-I category PSU (Public sector undertakings). 

   She also served as the Director of the Pawan Hans Ltd and Additional Director at Delhi International Airport Limited.

    The post was vacant since the superannuation of then incumbent B P Sharma.

Ans11-(b) Karnam Sekari

   Karnam Sekar To Take Over As MD and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank 

    The government has announced that Karnam Sekar (MD and CEO of the erstwhile Dena Bank) will take over as MD and CEO of 

Indian Overseas Bank from July 1. His term will end in June 2020. 

   Also, R A Sankara Narayanan (former MD and CEO of Vijaya Bank) will move to Canara Bank as MD and CEO. His 

term will end in January 2020
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Ans12-(b) Shiv Das Meena

    Shiv Das Meena appointed as NBCC Chairman and Managing Director

   Shiv Das Meena, Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Housing and Urban A�airs (MoHUA) has been appointed as the 

Chairman cum Managing Director (CMD) of National Buildings Construction Corporation (NBCC).

    Meena, the 1989-Batch IAS o�cer of Tamil Nadu cadre has taken over the o�ce from Dr Anoop Kumar Mittal, the outgoing 

CMD, who had served the organisation for 34 years

Ans13-(a) Vikram Nath

   Vikram Nath Appointed As First Chief Justice of New Andhra Pradesh High Court

   Justice Vikram Nath, the senior most judge of Allahabad High Court, was appointed as the �rst Chief Justice of the 

newly-constituted Andhra Pradesh High Court.

   The Collegium of Supreme Court comprising of Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoibesides Judges S A Bobde and N V 

Ramana recommended the name of Justice Vikram Nath

bankiq.in

Ans1-(b) March30

   Earth Hour 2019 observed across the world

   The Earth Hour 2019 was observed on March 30, 2019 (Saturday) at 8:30 pm local time to take a global call on climate change.

   It was thirteenth edition of Earth Hour and to mark this day, cities worldwide turned their lights o� for one hour 

from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm local time. 

   The campaign of Earth Hour 2019 was ‘#Connect2Earth’. It was aimed at building mass awareness on importance of nature 

and create unstoppable movement for nature similar to when the world came together to tackle climate change.

Ans2-(d) Odisha

   Odisha celebrates 84th foundation day today

   Odisha celebrated its 84th foundation day on April 1, 2019. The day is also known as ‘Utkal Divas.’ Odisha was the

�rst state to be formed on linguistic basis in 1936. Earlier, the state was a part of Bihar.

Ans3-(d) 2 April

   World Autism Awareness Day 

    World Autism Awareness Day is an internationally recognized day observed on 2nd April every year. 

   The aim is to encourage member states of the United Nations to take measures to raise awareness about people 

with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) throughout the world.

   The theme for 2019 is "Assistive Technologies, Active Participation”.

Ans4-(d) April 4

   International Day of Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action is observed across the world on 4 April to foster the 

establishment and development of national mine-action capacities in countries where mines and explosive remnants of war 

constitute a serious threat to the safety, health and lives of the civilian population

   Theme: "United Nations Promotes SDGs – Safe Ground – Safe Home".

1 April 1936  Statehood
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Ans5-(d) April 9

   President Ram Nath Kovind pays homage to CRPF martyrs on 54th Valour Day

  President Ram Nath Kovind on April 9, 2019 paid homage to the martyrs at National Police Memorial in New Delhi on the 

occasion of 54th Valour Day of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). 

   The President also presented gallantry medals to six Jawans posthumously and appreciated the role of CRPF in 

combating terrorism and separatism in Jammu and Kashmir. 

   On April 9, 1965, a small contingent of 2nd Battalion of CRPF successfully fought and repulsed an attack by a Pakistani

 Brigade at Sardar Post in the Rann of Kutch in Gujarat, eliminating 34 Pakistani soldiers and capturing four alive. 

   As a tribute to the brave personnel of the Force, 9 April is celebrated as Valour Day in the Force. 

   The President also launched ‘Veer Parivar’ App for assistance to the next of kin of the CRPF martyrs.

   Over 34 thousand police personnel have laid down their lives in the line of duty for the nation since the Independence.

Ans6-(b) 8th April

   International Romani Day celebrated on 8th April, 2019 

   On International Roma Day 2019, the (ERCC) European Roma Rights Centre brings into limelight the grave fact about the 6 million 

Romani people (living in the EU, European Union) and 4 million living in the enlargement region (Montenegro, Serbia, North Macedonia, 

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and Turkey) who till date remains the most underprivileged ethnic group of Europe.

  Romanis, till this day and age, continue to face discrimination on grounds of race, ethnicity, health care, education, 

employment, public services and social services. 

   The day was initiated during the fourth World Romani Congress of the International Romani Union (IRU) in 1990 to honour the

�rst major international meeting of Romani representatives.

Ans7-(c) April10

   The World Homoeopathy Day 2019 is observed across the world on April 10, 2019 to commemorate the birth anniversary of 

the founder of Homoeopathy, Dr. Christian FriedrichSamuel Hahnemann.

   The week following the birth date of Hahnemann, that is, 10 April - 16 April is observed as the World Homeopathic Awareness Week.

   This year it is 263rd birth anniversary of founder of Homoeopathy.
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Ans1-(c) Indus

   Army Constructs 260 feet ‘Maitri Bridge’ on Indus river to link Villages in Leh

   War veterans of Ladakh region, led by 89 year old NaikPhunchokAngdus (Retd), dedicated a cable suspension bridge

named ‘Maitri Bridge’ to the nation to commemorate 20 years of Kargil Vijay Diwas. The bridge is constructed over the Indus

river at Choglamsar in Leh and is the longest suspension bridge over the Indus river.

  The 260 feet Maitri Bridge will link the Choglamsar, Stok and Chuchot villages (largest villages of Ladakh region) 

to Leh to ease the life of locals.

  The bridge has been constructed by the Combat Engineers (SahasaurYogyata Regiment) of the Fire & Fury

Corps of the Indian Army in a record time of 40 days

Ans2-(d) Arunachal Pradesh

   AFSPA withdrawn partially from Arunachal Pradesh

  After 32 years, the controversial Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, which gives sweeping powers to security forces, was partially removed 

from three of nine districts of Arunachal Pradesh, however, would remain in force in the areas bordering Myanmar, o�cials said.

  The state, which was formed on February 20, 1987, had inherited the controversial AFSPA enacted by Parliament in 1958 and applied to 

the entire State of Assam and the Union Territory of Manipur.

  After Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland came into being, the Act was appropriately adapted to apply to these states as well.

  The Justice B P Jeevan Reddy committee had recommended scrapping of the AFSPA from the state.

Ans3-(b) Visakhapatnam

  Exercise ‘AUSINDEX-19’ begins;

  The third edition of ‘AUSINDEX-19’ (Australia India Exercise), bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy and Royal 

Australian Navy, began on April 2, 2019 with the arrival of Royal Australian Navy’s �eet at Visakhapatnam.

   The exercise emphasises on India’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) and shared objectives of the two 

countries towards ensuring good order in the maritime domain.

   The maiden edition of the AUSINDEX exercise was held in September 2015 at Visakhapatnam, India. 

  The second edition of the exercise was hosted by Australia in Freemantle in June 2017,

Ans4-(c) Morocco 

  Morocco –US Joint Exercise AFRICAN LION 2019 started in Morocco

   Morocco- US sponsored exercise ‘African Lion 2019’,  takes place at Morocco. 

  It is conducted from March 16 to April 7,2019.The annual Military exercise materialize in the region of Agadir,Tifnit,Tan-Tan, 

Tata and Ben Guerir with the participation of thousands of military personnel.

  Additionally, Military Units from Canada, Spain, Great Britain, Senegal and Tunisia are taking part in the 16th Edition of this Exercise.

Ans5-(b) Northern Command

   Udhampur based Northern Command wins air weapon championship for the fourth time in a row

   For the 4th consecutive time in a row the Northern Command based in Udhampur has won the 15th edition of 

General J J Singh air weapon championship.

   Between 25th March to 3rd April the championship was conducted at Army Marksmanship Unit, Mhow.

   The objective of the competition was to train young male and female army-o�cers for e�ective participation in national and international 

shooting competitions. More than 100 male and female Indian-Army shooters competed in the 10-metre air ri�e and air pistol categories.

  The winning team bagged the overall inter command championship named ‘Burma Shell Trophy’ on competing against 9 other teams.
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Ans6-(b) Libya

India evacuates peacekeeping CRPF contingent from Libya says EAM Sushma Swaraj

   India evacuated its entire contingent of 15 CRPF personnel from Tripoli after the situation suddenly worsened in Libya. 

The CRPF contingent was deployed as a peacekeeping force in Tripoli.

   The military con�ict in Libya escalated after forces of Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar launched an air strike yesterday in an

area in Tripoli and the government vowed a major countero�ensive.

Ans7-(c) China

   India's INS 'Kolkata', 'Shakti' to Take Part in Chinese Navy's 70th Anniversary Celebrations

   Two Indian naval ships — INS 'Kolkata' and 'Shakti' — would take part in the Chinese Navy's 70th anniversary of 

celebrations later this month.

   The two ships are scheduled to visit Chinese port of Qingdao from April 21 to 26 to participate in an International Fleet Review to 

celebrate the 70th anniversary of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, an Indian Embassy press release said here on Sunday.

Ans8-(b) Jordan

    World Economic Forum on the Middle East and North Africa

   The World Economic Forum (WEF) on the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 2019 kicked o� on Saturday in Jordan 

with over 1,000 participants from more than 50 countries.

   The 17th WEF meeting in the region called for united e�orts to address the most pressing challenges of the area.

   At the opening ceremony, King Abdullah II of Jordan said it takes a broad partnership to create a platform for economic 

growth, Xinhua news agency reported

Ans9-(c) New Delhi

   Biannual Army Commanders’ Conference begins in New Delhi

   The biannual Army Commanders’ Conference began in New Delhi today. Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will 

deliver her opening address at the conference later in the day. 

  During the conference, important issues that are likely to be discussed are the management of the extant security dynamics,

mitigation of future security threats and enhancement of combat edge over potential adversaries

Ans10-(a) United States

   US urges halt to military operations in Libya

   The United States on April 7, 2019 called for an immediate halt to military operations in Libya as the Libyan National Army 

headed by Khalifa Haftar advanced on the nation’s capital, Tripoli.

   Speaking on the situation, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that the United States was deeply concerned about the 

recent �ghting near Tripoli and urged talks to end the �ghting. 

  Pompeo further stated that the US has made it clear that it opposes the military o�ensive by Khalifa Haftar’s forces and has 

urged for an immediate halt to these military operations against the Libyan capital.
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Ans11-(a) CSIR

  Indian Navy Signs MoU With CSIR

   The Indian Navy and Council of Scienti�c and Industrial Research (CSIR) inked an MoU to undertake joint research and 

development of advanced technologies for the Indian Navy. 

   This will be a collaborative arrangement between labs of CSIR, the Indian Navy and Indian industry. The MoU provides a 

formal framework for interaction between the Indian Navy and CSIR.

Ans12-(c) VI

   Indo-Sri Lanka Joint Exercise Mitra Shakti VI Concludes

   The sixth edition of the joint military training exercise between the Indian Army and the Sri Lankan Army, Exercise Mitra Shakti 

concluded in Sri Lanka.

   Started in 2013, exercise Mitra Shakti is in continuation of a series of joint exercises that is conducted annually as part of military 

diplomacy to enhance cooperation between the armies of India & Sri Lanka.

Ans13-(d) Singapore 

   Indo-Singapore Joint Military Exercise “Bold Kurukshetra-2019” Being Held at Babina, Jhansi

   The 12th edition of the India Singapore Bilateral Defence Exercise Bold Kurukshetra 2019 is being held at Babina Military 

Station in Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh from April 8-11, 2019.

   The Exercise will help the Contingents of both the participating nations to attain high level of interoperability through mutual 

understanding and familiarisation with each other’s operational procedures and equipment.
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Ans1-(d) Bongaingaon

   Bongaigaon District in Assam Comes up with ‘Sankalp’ App for First Time Voters

   The district administration of Bongaigaon, in western Assam, has unveiled a mobile app named ‘Sankalp’ for the �rst-time 

voters to ensure their participation.

   The app has been developed by the NIC team of the district.

   All the �rst-time voters would be sent a message on their mobile phones, requesting them to download the ‘Sankalp’ app.

   Voter will have to input details like name and age, and the app will track their polling station and other details

   Additionally, they will need to sign a digital ‘sankalppatra’, promising to cast their votes on the day of polling

Ans1-(a) Rita Moreno

   EGOT (Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony) winner Rita Moreno honoured with Peabody Career Achievement award

   Rita Moreno will be honoured with the Career Achievement Award at the 2019 Peabody Awards, which will be bestowed on 

18th May at a gala event at Cipriani Wall Street in New York City.

   The award is presented by Mercedes Benz in the 78th Annual Peabody Awards Ceremony, co sponsored by Coca-Cola Co.

   She will be the second recipient of the award followed by Carol Burnett.

   With this achievement, she will have the “PEGOT” status by winning a Peabody, two Emmys, Grammy, Oscar and Tony award.

 Ans2-(b) Durga Puja

   Kolkata’s Durga Puja nominated for Unesco list

   Kolkata’s Durga Puja is India’s o�cial nomination for UNESCO’s 2020 list of cultural institutions from around the world that require 

protection and preservation, according to SangeetNatakAkademi, an autonomous body under the Union ministry of culture 

that is the nodal agency for this purpose.

   India currently has 13 cultural traditions under the UNESCO list. While yoga was added to the list in 2016, KumbhMela became 

part of world heritage in 2017. “Sowa-Rigpa” commonly known as Tibetan system of medicine, was nominated for this year’s list.

Ans3-(a) Vikram Patel

    Vikram Patel awarded the prestigious John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award

   Prof Patel has been awarded 2019 John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award for his world-leading research in global mental

health, generating knowledge on the burden and determinants of mental health problems in low-and-middle-income countries and 

pioneering approaches for the prevention and treatment of mental health in low-resource settings.

   Each year seven Canada Gairdner Awards are presented to honour the world's most signi�cant biomedical and global health researchers. 

   The John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award recognizes a contribution to health in the developing world

   Laureates receive a $100,000 cash honorarium and will be formally presented with their awards on October 24, 2019, at the annual 

Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in Toronto.
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Ans4-(b) NarendraModi 

   PM NarendraModi thanks UAE for honouring him with country's highest civilian decoration Order of Zayed

   UAE honours PM NarendraModi with the Order of Zayed- the country's highest civilian honour. According to reports, the honour has 

been conferred upon for strengthening ties between the UAE and India.

   Previously, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping have been decorated with the honour. Shortly afterwards, 

PM NarendraModi reciprocated the gesture and thanked Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan for the honour

Ans5-(b) Tata Steel

   Global Slag Company of the Year’ award was won by Tata Steel 

   Tata Steel bagged the ‘Global Slag Company of the Year’ award at the 14th Global SlagConference and Exhibition 2019, for 

its innovative practices in the development of new applications for Steel by-products (Slag).

   The conference was held recently in Aachen, Germany, and is one of the largest global annual slag events, attended by major 

steelmakers, steel mill service providers & associated companies.

   The global companies like Arcelor Mittal, CHC Resources Corporation, Contrasteel, Ecocem, Harsco Metals & Minerals, Koryo Slag 

Cement Co. Ltd., Metallo Belgium N.V. also received this award.

Ans6-(c) Pali 

   Pali Scholar Dr Gyanaditya Shakya honoured with Presidential Award of Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman 2019

   A Scholar of Pali, Dr. Gyanaditya Shakya, has been honoured with the Presidential Award of Maharshi Badrayan Vyas 

Samman 2019 with prize money of INR 1,00,000 and a certi�cate. He accepts award from Vice- President of India M Venkaiah Naidu

  Dr. Shakya was conferred the award for his outstanding contribution in the �eld of Pali language  and literature.

Ans7-(d) Mahendra Mohan Gupta

   AIMA Managing India Awards-2019 to Mahendra Mohan Gupta and 10 others

   The All India Management Association (AIMA) Managing India Awards 2019 held on April 08, 2019 at Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi.

   Mahendra Mohan Gupta, Chairman & Managing Director, Jagran Prakashan Ltd and Editorial Director, Dainik Jagran, was awarded 

under Lifetime Contribution to Media category.

   Also, Azim H Premji, Chairman, Wipro Limited was awarded with Lifetime Contribution Award.

Ans8-(d) K Siva Reddy

   Telugu poet K Siva Reddy selected for prestigious Saraswati Samman 2018

   Telugu poet K Siva Reddy was selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman 2018 for his collection of poetry titled ‘Pakkaki Ottigilite’.

   The award carries a cash prize of  15 lakh rupees, a citation and a plaque.

   The award was instituted by the KK Birla Foundation in 1991.

Ans9-(a) Dost Education

India's education technology startup 'Dost Education' has bagged a $25,000 Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019. 

  Two other startups, Ubongo (Tanzania) and PraxiLabs (Egypt), also won the award.

   Dost Education was awarded for its ability to empower parents to take charge of their child's early education by creating short, friendly

 audio content that is sent to them via their mobile phones. Because of this app low-income families need no longer send their children to 

primary school behind and without a chance to catch up.

 Director of the Year RajkumarHirani

Director, Producer, Writer & Editor - Sanju
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Ans1-(b) France

   In a bid to strengthen Indo-French ties, India has been designated as the guest of honour at the Paris Book Fair in 2020, while 

France will be the guest country at the New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF) in 2022. 

   The announcement was made by the nodal agency – National Book Trust (NBT).

   The designation of India as the guest country was declared in the joint statement signed by Prime Minister NarendraModi and 

French President Emmanuel Macron during the latter’s visit to India in March 2018.

Ans2-(c) Washington DC

   Washington, DC hosted the 16th Meeting of the US-India Counter-terrorism Joint Working Group

  O�cials from India and United States held the 16th meeting of the U.S.-India Counter terrorism Joint Working Group and the Second 

session of the U.S.-India Designations Dialogue in Washington, DC, US.

   In this meet both the countries have decided to lay their e�orts to address world’s most pressing counter-terrorism challenges,

countering the �nancing and operations of terrorist organizations.

   In the meeting, India and USA have also underlined the need for Pakistan to take veri�able action against terrorists groups

Ans3-(a) Eight

   India, Bolivia sign 8 MoUs

   India and Bolivia have signed eight Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) in diverse sectors including culture, space 

and medicine to boost bilateral cooperation.

   They were signed during President Ram NathKovind’s o�cial three-day visit to the country. It was second leg of President 

Kovind’s three-nation visit to Croatia, Bolivia and Chile. During this visit, President Kovind was conferred with Bolovia’s highest 

State honour “Condor de Los Andes en el Grado de Gran Collar”

Ans4-(b) 2021

   India, US renew Triangular Development Cooperation in Asia and Africa

   India and United States have signed �rst amendment to Statement of Guiding Principles (SGP) on Triangular Cooperation for Global 

Development. It renews SGP agreement, which was signed by both countries in November 2014.

   Statement of Guiding Principles (SGP) Agreement

   It provides framework for promoting bilateral cooperation to meet developmental aspirations of partner countries, particularly in Asia 

and Africa. It underscores contribution of India-US partnership to global stability and prosperity.

   First amendment 

   It extends its validity up to 2021. It also expands scope of capacity building activities undertaken jointly by 

India and US under this framework. 

Ans5-(b) UAE

   UAE to issue equivalency to all Indian degrees

   United Arab Emirates (UAE) Ministry of Education has agreed to issue equivalency for all Indian degrees both academic 

and professional that match set criteria. The decision comes as huge relief to the Indian expats who are living and struggling to 

get equivalence for their degrees and job in the gulf nation.
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    Background

    Equivalency of Indian degrees is mandatory for Indians to work in the UAE. Earlier UAE had rejected equivalency of some Indian degrees 

due to lack of clarity over both internal/external mark sheets by some of India universities as part of their degrees. This had created 

considerable di�culty for those seeking jobs in the nation and even for some teachers who were already working there, leading them to 

approach the Indian embassy for help.

Ans6-(c) USA

   US approves sale of 24 MH 60 Romeo Seahawk helicopters to India

    The United States has approved the sale of 24 multi-role MH-60 ‘Romeo’ Seahawk helicopters to India at an estimated cost of 2.4 billion 

US dollars. The announcement was made by the US State Department on April 2, 2019.

    The MH-60 Romeo Seahawk helicopter is considered to be the world's most advanced maritime helicopter. 

    Built by Lockheed Martin, the helicopters are designed to hunt down submarines, as well as knock out ships and conduct 

search-and-rescue operations at sea

Ans7-(b) New Delhi

    4th Session of India-Ukraine working group on Trade and Economic Cooperation held in New Delhi 

    The 4th Meeting of India-Ukraine Working Group on Trade and Economic Cooperation (IU-WGTEC), under the India-Ukraine 

Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scienti�c, Technical, Industrial and Cultural Cooperation was held today in New Delhi.

    A protocol was signed at the end of the meeting. The protocol deals with review of trade, cooperation in the �eld of small and medium 

entrepreneurship, cooperation in the �eld of technical regulation

Ans 8-(a) Malawi

    INDIA TO SET UP AGRICULTURE INSTITUTE IN MALAWI

    India on April 2, 2019 signed an agreement with the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development Consultancy Service (NABCONS) 

for setting up the India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and Rural Development (IAIARD) in Malawi, a landlocked country in southeastern Africa

    The agreement is a part of India’s e�orts to enhance capacity in the areas of agro-�nancing and entrepreneurship 

development for African countries.

Ans9-(c) Chile 

    Joint Statements between India-Chile;

    During Indian President Ram NathKovind’s visit to Chile, the Chilean side reiterated its support for India’s candidature for permanent 

membership in a reformed and expanded UN Security Council and rea�rmed its support for India’s candidacy as a non-permanent 

member for the term 2021 – 2022.

   India also reiterated its endorsement of Chile’s candidacy to the UNSC for the term 2029 – 2030

Ans10-(b) Bolivia

India and Bolivia have agreed to forge mutually bene�cial partnership to facilitate Bolivian supplies of lithium Carbonate to India and 

foster joint ventures for Lithium battery and cell production plants in India. The nations have also agreed to facilitate mechanisms for the 

commercialisation of Lithium Carbonate and Potassium Chloride produced in Bolivia

Ans11-(c) Sweden

India, Sweden Ink Pact To Collaborate On Solutions For Smart Cities

    India and Sweden launched a joint programme that will work towards addressing a range of challenges around smart cities 

and clean technologies among others. 

    The programme was co-funded by Indian Department of Science and Technology (DST) and Swedish agency Vinnova.
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Ans1-(b) Adani Power

   Adani Power receives LoI to acquire KWPCL
   Adani Power received a letter of intent (LoI) to acquire debt-laden Korba West Power Company Ltd. (KWPCL). 
   The committee of creditors of KWPCL, a company undergoing insolvency resolution process under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code, 2016, has approved the resolution plan submitted by Adani Power.

Ans1-(c) Nepal 

    India builds maternity hospital in Nepal
    India has built a 25-bed ‘Chandra Narayan Yadav Memorial Maternity Hospital’ in Nepal. 
    The hospital has been built under the Union Government’s Small Development Projects Scheme.
    Indian Ambassador to Nepal, Manjeev Singh Puri inaugurated the hospital in Siraha district. 
    The Hospital will provide quality maternity and health care services to the people of 50 Village Development Committees 
in and around Siraha district. 
    It will also help in reducing maternal and child mortality rate. 

Ans1-(d) European Parliament

   European Parliament bans single use plastic products
   The European Parliament approved ban on single-use plastic products such as the straws, cutlery and cotton buds that 
are clogging the world's oceans.
   The law on single-use plastic ban sets a target to gather 90% of plastic for recycling by 2029 and mandates the production of plastic 
bottles with 25% recycled material by 2025 and 30% by 2030. 
   The law also insists on polluters pay principle insisting polluters to pay the costs of a clean

Ans2-(d) Slovakia

   Slovakia elects its �rst female president
   Anti-corruption candidate ZuzanaCaputova has won the presidential elections in Slovakia to become the country’s �rst female head of state.
   Caputova, who has almost no political experience, defeated high-pro�le diplomat MarosSefcovic from the governing 
party in a second run-o� vote,
   Aged 45, a divorcee and mother of two, she is a member of the liberal Progressive Slovakia party, which has no seats in Parliament.
   In a country where same-sex marriage and adoption is not yet legal, her liberal views promote LGBTQ+ rights

Ans3-(b) Japan

   Reiwa: New era of Japan to begin from May 1 
   Japan's new imperial era beginning May 1 will be called "Reiwa", announced Chief Cabinet Secretary YoshihideSuga on Monday.
    According to Japan times, Reiwa consists of two words "Rei" and "Wa". While Rei means "good fortune", Wa can be translated into 
"peace" and "harmony". 
   The new imperial era will begin when Crown Prince Naruhito takes oath as a new emperor. This is a long tradition in Japan that the 
ascension of a new emperor to the Chrysanthemum Throne spurs a new era in the nation, which is marked by a new name.
   Current era under Emperor Akihito is known as "Heisei".
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Ans4-(c) Bolivia

     Bolivia has joined the International Solar Alliance by signing the framework agreement on International Solar Alliance.
    The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 122 countries initiated by India, most of them being sunshine countries, 
which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn, now extended to all members of UN.

Ans5-(c) Sierra Leone

    Sierra Leone bans industrial �shing for a month
   Sierra Leone has banned industrial �shing in its territorial waters for a month from April 1, 2019 in a move to try to shore up 
stocks that was applauded by environmental activists.
   The government also decreed a halt to exports by major �shing companies to protect its �sh stock from depletion.

Ans6-(d) China

    China to destroy three lakh 'incorrect' world maps
   Customs o�cials in China have ordered the destruction of three lakh more maps for not mentioning Arunachal Pradesh and Taiwan as part 
of its territory and decided to �le a lawsuit against four persons for trying to export them to the Netherlands, according to a media report.
    Last month, o�cials in China have destroyed 30,000 world maps printed in the country for incorrectly showing the borders with India and 
depicting Taiwan as a separate country.
    China claims the north-eastern Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh as part of South Tibet. China routinely objects to Indian leaders visiting 
Arunachal Pradesh to highlight its stand.

Ans7-(b) RajanAnandan

    RajanAnandan quits Google, to join Sequoia Capital
   Google’s India and South East Asia President RajanAnandan has put in his papers after an eight-year stint at the American tech giant.
   Mr. Rajan, also an investor in multiple startups, is slated to join venture fund Sequoia Capital. He will work with Google till the end of this 
month. VikasAgnihotri will take on the interim responsibility. He is currently serving as Google’s Country Director for Sales

Ans8-(b) Pakistan

   Pakistan could be blacklisted by Paris-based FATF
   Pakistan could be blacklisted by the Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) due to insu�cient actions to block the �ow of 
funds and activities of the terror groups. 
    In June 2018, the FATF had placed Pakistan on the 'grey list' of countries whose domestic laws are considered weak to tackle the 
challenges of money laundering and terror �nancing

Ans9-(d) Malaysia

    Malaysia withdraws from the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
    Malaysia will withdraw from ratifying the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad.
    The announcement comes hours after Selangor Umno said it will be sending a memorandum to the state's Sultan to voice its protest on 
the matter, claiming that acceding to the Statute will a�ect the sovereignty of the country's Malay Rulers.
   "There seems to be a lot of confusion about the Rome Statute, so we will not accede," Tun Mahathir told the Malaysian media.
   The Rome Statute is the treaty that established the ICC. The ICC is the �rst permanent, treaty-based international criminal court, and its 
powers are limited to only four crimes - genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and crimes of aggression.
    As of March 18, 122 countries were party to the Rome Statute. Some countries that have not acceded to the statute include the United 
States, China, Russia and India.
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Ans10-(c) Rwanda

   Rwanda begins 100 days of mourning for over 800,000 people slaughtered in genocide
   Rwanda today begins one hundred days of mourning for over 800,000 people slaughtered in a genocide that shocked the world, 
a quarter of a century on from the day it began.
   President Paul Kagame will start a week of commemoration activities by lighting a remembrance �ame at the Kigali Genocide Memorial, 
where more than 250,000 victims are believed to be buried, mainly from the Tutsi people.
   The killings started on April 7, 1994, and lasted till July 4 of that year

Ans11-(d) USA

   US Homeland Security Secretary resigns
   Kirstjen Nielsen, the US homeland security secretary, on April 7, 2019 stepped down from her position, ending a tumultuous tenure in 
charge of the border security agency that had made her the target of the president’s criticism.
   Nielsen announced her resignation after meeting with US President Donald Trump. In her resignation letter, she wrote that it was the 
right time for her to step aside.
   She further stated that she hoped that the next secretary will have the support of Congress and the courts in �xing the laws that have 
impeded the ability to fully secure America’s borders and that have contributed to discord in the nation’s discourse

Ans12-(b) USA

   US to designate Iran Revolutionary Guard a terrorist group
   The Trump administration is planning to designate Iran's Revolutionary Guard a ‘foreign terrorist organization’ in an unprecedented 
step to ramp up pressure on Tehran. 
   The announcement is expected to come soon and the move could have widespread implications for U.S. personnel and policy in the 
Middle East and elsewhere. 
   The Trump administration has escalated rhetoric against Iran for months, but this will mark the �rst such designation by any American 
administration of an entire foreigngovernment entity. 
   The designation comes with sanctions, including freezes on some assets and a ban on Americans doing business with the group.

Ans13-(a) UK

   UK introduces world’s �rst online safety regulations
   The UK government has introduced the world’s �rst framework designed to hold internet companies accountable for the safety of those 
using their services, as well to tackle potential harm to users.
   With the UK has become the �rst nation to introduce an online safety regulation

Ans14-(b) London

   19 million children at risk due to climate change in Bangladesh: UNICEF
   UNICEF has recently released a report on situation of Children of Bangladesh that they are facing due to climate change.
    The report titled, “A Gathering Storm: Climate Change Clouds the Future of Children in Bangladesh" informs that in total, an 
estimated 19.4 million children, spread across 20 of Bangladesh’s 64 districts, are exposed to the most detrimental and hazardous 
consequences of  short- or longer-term climate change.
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Ans16-(d) Fifth 

   Incumbent Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is set to win a record �fth term in the country's most closely-fought general 
election in years after his main rival conceded defeat. With more than 99 percent of votes counted, Netanyahu's Likud party is set to lead 
a right-wing bloc with 65 of the 120 seats in parliament. Netanyahu's key rival, Blue and White Party’s Benny Gantz, accepted the result.. 

Ans17-(c) Algeria

   Abdelkader Bensalah Appointed As Algeria’s New President
   Algeria’s parliament con�rmed Abdelkader Bensalah as the new interim president of the country, following resignation by the 
ailing Abdelaziz Boute�ika.
  Boute�ika’s resignation, fuelled by protests that have lasted over a month, means Algeria has a new president for the �rst time in 20 years.

Ans1-(b) Jammu & Kashmir

    Government constitutes Multi-Disciplinary Terror Monitoring Group for J&K
  Union Ministry of Home A�airs (MHA) has constituted eight memnber Multi-Disciplinary Terror Monitoring Group (MDTMG) for 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
   It aims to ensure concerted action against terror �nancing and other terror related activities in J&K and bring them to a logical 
conclusion. It will meet on weekly basis and submit its action report regularly.
   Members of MDTMG 
   It will be headed by Additional Director General of Police (CID) of J&K Police

Ans2-(a) Meghalaya 

   Braille-enabled ballot papers at all polling booths in Meghalaya
   For the �rst time, Meghalaya will witness Braille-enabled ballot papers at all polling booths to ensure wider participation of voters in 
LokSabha elections. Chief Electoral O�cer of Meghalaya, FR Kharkongor, said all e�orts are being made to ensure a more inclusive election. 
   It has mapped over 4,500 persons with disabilities to make sure that they get a priority at polling booths.
   The ballot papers pasted on the EVMs will have the names and symbols of candidates in Braille alphabet. The Chief Electoral O�cer 
said there are more than 800 visually impaired electorate in the State.

Ans3-(d) 150

    LS polls: EC ropes in community radio stations to educate voters
    In a "�rst of its kind initiative", the Election Commission Saturday reached out to over 150 community radio stations across the country 
to educate and inform the voters ahead of the general elections, it said
   The main purpose of the workshop was to ensure the training and capacity building of the community radios for voter education 
and awareness, the EC said.

Ans4-(b) 91

The �rst phase of Lok Sabha Elections 2019 has begun in India, with a total 91 constituencies 
   The 91 Lok Sabha constituencies in the �rst phase, spread across 18 states and two union territories, have
more than 14 crore voters -- about one-sixth of nearly 90 crore total electorate in India.
   Votes for all 543 seats would be counted on May 23 after end of the seven-phase polling on May 19.
   An estimated 1.5 crore young voters in the age group of 18-19 years would vote for the �rst time across 
the seven phases.
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Ans1-(b) India

    Women’s labour force participation in India report by Oxfam

   A recent report by Oxfam has found that the gender wage gap in India is highest among Asian nations, women are paid 34 percent less 

compared to men for performing the same job and with same quali�cations also the Women’s labour force participation in India is the 

lowest in the world.

    The survey was based on the employment-unemployment survey (EUS) 2011-12, done by the National Sample Survey Organization 

(NSSO), International Labour Organization (ILO) studies, and also based on the �rst inequality report launched by Oxfam in 2018.

   In India, the low participation of women in labour force is 27 percent which is the lowest among BRICS countries and among G20 countries.

Ans2-(b) Telangana

   In eLearning training, Telangana state has ranked number one by reaching to 20,000 �eld sta� during 2018-19.

   This is the second year in succession that the State got the distinction under the Department of Personal and Training (DoPT),

   Dr MCR HRD Institute enrolled over 20, 000 �eld sta� in di�erent districts of the State to impart training on 12 soft skills modules and 

three domain-speci�c modules on RTI, O�ce Procedures, and Finance & Accounts, apart from Sustainable Development Goals.

Ans3-(c) Food & Agriculture Organization

    Global Report on Food Crises 2019

    The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) makes the following observations in the 2019 Global Report on Food Crises report

   More than 113 million people across 53 countries experienced “acute hunger” last year because of wars and climate disasters, with 

Africa the worst-hit region.

    Yemen, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Afghanistan and Syria were among the eight nations accounting for two-thirds of the 

total number of people worldwide exposed to the risk of famine

   African Nations were “disproportionally” a�ected as close to 72 million people on the continent su�ered acute hunger.

Ans4-(d) 2.5%

    Brexit has cost Britain nearly 2.5% of GDP: Goldman Sachs

   Goldman Sachs on Monday estimated Britain's economy has lost nearly 2.5 per cent of GDP relative to its growth path prior to the 

mid-2016 referendum on exiting the European Union, and has lagged other advanced economies as uncertainty dents investment

Ans5-(d) 1.2 million
   Air pollution killed 1.2 million people in India in 2017, says report; bigger killer than smoking

   China and India together were responsible for half of the total global attributable deaths from air pollution in 2017, a new global study 

released Wednesday has revealed.

   Long-term exposure to outdoor and indoor air pollution is estimated to have contributed to nearly 5 million deaths in 2017, of which 

China and India reported 1.2 million deaths each.

   China’s “major regulatory reforms appear to be driving substantial reductions in PM2.5 exposure,” it notes.

   The State Of Global Air report 2019, produced by the Boston-based Health E�ects Institute (HEI), noted that air pollution collectively 

reduced life expectancy by 1 year and 8 months on average worldwide, rivalling that of smoking. “This means a child born today will die 

20 months sooner, on average, than would be expected in the absence of air pollution,” the SOGA2019 noted.

   Overall, ten countries with the highest mortality burden attributable to air pollution in 2017 were China (1.2 million), India (1.2 million), 

Pakistan (128,000), Indonesia (124,000), Bangladesh (123,000), Nigeria (114,000), the United States (108,000), Russia (99,000), Brazil (66,000), 

and the Philippines (64,000), the report states.
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Ans1-(b) India

Women’s labour force participation in India report by Oxfam

   A recent report by Oxfam has found that the gender wage gap in India is highest among Asian nations, women are paid 34 percent less 

compared to men for performing the same job and with same quali�cations also the Women’s labour force participation in India is the 

lowest in the world.

The survey was based on the employment-unemployment survey (EUS) 2011-12, done by the National Sample Survey Organization 

(NSSO), International Labour Organization (ILO) studies, and also based on the �rst inequality report launched by Oxfam in 2018.

   In India, the low participation of women in labour force is 27 percent which is the lowest among BRICS countries and among G20 countries.

Ans2-(b) Telangana

   In eLearning training, Telangana state has ranked number one by reaching to 20,000 �eld sta� during 2018-19.

This is the second year in succession that the State got the distinction under the Department of Personal and Training (DoPT),

   Dr MCR HRD Institute enrolled over 20, 000 �eld sta� in di�erent districts of the State to impart training on 12 soft skills modules and 

three domain-speci�c modules on RTI, O�ce Procedures, and Finance & Accounts, apart from Sustainable Development Goals.

Ans3-(c) Food & Agriculture Organization

    Global Report on Food Crises 2019

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) makes the following observations in the 2019 Global Report on Food Crises report

   More than 113 million people across 53 countries experienced “acute hunger” last year because of wars and climate disasters, with 

Africa the worst-hit region.

Yemen, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Afghanistan and Syria were among the eight nations accounting for two-thirds of the 

total number of people worldwide exposed to the risk of famine

   African Nations were “disproportionally” a�ected as close to 72 million people on the continent su�ered acute hunger.

Ans4-(d) 2.5%

    Brexit has cost Britain nearly 2.5% of GDP: Goldman Sachs

   Goldman Sachs on Monday estimated Britain's economy has lost nearly 2.5 per cent of GDP relative to its growth path prior to the 

mid-2016 referendum on exiting the European Union, and has lagged other advanced economies as uncertainty dents investment

Ans5-(d) 1.2 million
   Air pollution killed 1.2 million people in India in 2017, says report; bigger killer than smoking

   China and India together were responsible for half of the total global attributable deaths from air pollution in 2017, a new global study 

released Wednesday has revealed.

   Long-term exposure to outdoor and indoor air pollution is estimated to have contributed to nearly 5 million deaths in 2017, of which 

China and India reported 1.2 million deaths each.

   China’s “major regulatory reforms appear to be driving substantial reductions in PM2.5 exposure,” it notes.

The State Of Global Air report 2019, produced by the Boston-based Health E�ects Institute (HEI), noted that air pollution collectively 

reduced life expectancy by 1 year and 8 months on average worldwide, rivalling that of smoking. “This means a child born today will die 

20 months sooner, on average, than would be expected in the absence of air pollution,” the SOGA2019 noted.

   Overall, ten countries with the highest mortality burden attributable to air pollution in 2017 were China (1.2 million), India (1.2 million), 

Pakistan (128,000), Indonesia (124,000), Bangladesh (123,000), Nigeria (114,000), the United States (108,000), Russia (99,000), Brazil (66,000), 

and the Philippines (64,000), the report states.

Ans6-(c) 7.2%

    ADB lowers India’s growth forecast on eve of RBI policy

    The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has cut India’s growth forecast to 7.2% for 2019-20 because of a slower-than-expected pickup in 

investment demand.

   ADB, which had estimated 7.6% economic growth in December, is the �rst multilateral lending agency to slash India’s growth estimate.

   Despite this, India will remain the fastest growing economy, as China is projected to grow at 6.3% in 2019, according to ADB’s estimate. 

In February, India’s statistics o�ce revised its earlier growth forecast of 7.2% for 2018-19 to 7%.

   With ADB’s downgrade of India’s growth estimates, the attention shifts to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), which had earlier projected 7.4% and 7.5% growth respectively.

Ans7-(d) 2.6%

    WTO Lowers Global Trade Growth From 3.7 percent to 2.6 percent in 2019

   The World Trade Organization (WTO) has lowered its forecast for global trade growth in 2019 from 3.7 percent to 2.6 percent due to 

tensions and economic uncertainties in global trade.

   In its forecast report inSeptember 2018, the WTO had lowered the global 2018 and 2019 trade growth to 3.9 and 3.7 percent, respectively

.

Ans8-(b) 10th

    Indias gold reserves increased in February

    The World Gold Council (WGC) said that India has marginally increased its gold holding to 1.7 tonnes in February while maintaining the

 tenth position among countries in terms of yellow metal reserves.

    India added 1.7 tonnes in February while most other countries, except Russia and China, had their reserves unchanged in the recent 

past. As per WGC, India had total gold reserves of 608.7 tonnes in February, marginally up from the previous month’s holding of 607 tonnes.

Ans9-(b) 3.3%

    IMF cuts global growth forecast to 3.3% for 2019

   The International Monetary Fund (IMF) lowered its global growth forecast for 2019 to 3.3 per cent from the previous level of 3.5 per

cent in its latest World Economic Outlook (WEO).

    This is the third time in the last six months that the IMF has cut its global outlook forecast. It has also projected a decline in growth for 

70 per cent of the world economy this year.

   After 2020, the IMF has predicted the global growth forecast will stabilise at around 3.5 per cent, mainly due to high growth 

in India and China.

Ans10-(c) 1.2 %

   India’s Population Grew At 1.2 % Average Annual Rate Between 2010 And 2019: UN Report

   India’s population grew at an average annual rate of 1.2% between 2010 and 2019 to 1.36 billion, more than double the annual growth 

rate of China, according to a report by the United Nations Population Fund (UNPFA).

   India’s population in 2019 stood at 1.36 billion, growing from 942.2 million in 1994. In comparison, China’s population stood at 1.42 

billion in 2019, growing from 1.23 billion in 1994.
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Ans1-(c) South Korea

    South Korea defeats India to win Sultan Azlan Shah Hockey tournament

   South Korea has defeated India 4-2 in the �nals (with penalty shootout) to win the Sultan Azlan Shah Hockey tournament 2019. 

   The game ended with equal scores of 1-1. As a result, a penalty shootout that took place resulted in South Korea defeating India by 4-2.

   The event was held in Ipoh, Malaysia. The host Malaysia Has secured the 3rd place. Manpreet Singh was the captain of Indian Hockey Team.

Ans2-(b) Indonesia

    Indonesia to host Asean School Games 2019 in July

   Students from Southeast Asian countries and regions will compete at the 2019 Asean School Games in July in Indonesia’s Semarang city. 

Students will take part in athletics, badminton, basketball, swimming, lawn tennis, table tennis, volleyball, sepaktakraw and 

Indonesia’s traditional martial art of PencakSilat.

   The 2019 Asean School Games is scheduled to be held from July 17 to 25.

Ans3-(b) Viktor Axelsen

    KidambiSrikanth Loses to Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen in 2019 India Open

   The former World Number 1, KidambiSrikanth lost in straight games to former world champion Viktor Axelsen of Denmark at the 

Yonex-Sunrise India Open badminton tournament 2019 in New Delhi on March 31, 2019.

   The 2019 India Open was held at K. D. Jadhav Indoor Hall in India from 26 to 31 March 2019

List of Winners-

Ans4-(b) Roger Federer

 The 35th edition of the Miami Open Tennis Tournament 2019 was held from March 18, 2019 

to March 31, 2019.

   Swiss professional tennis player, Roger Federer won his fourth ATP Miami Open title 6-1, 6-4 to outclass 

defending champion John Isner of US.

   This is also the 37 year old Swiss player’s 28th Masters title and the 101st overall career singles title

Events Winner Runner Up 
Men’s Single Viktor Axelsen SrikanthKidambi 
Women’s Single RatchanokIntanon He Bingjiao 
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Winners List-

Ans5-(a) Manu Sawhney

   Manu Sawhney Takes Over As Chief Executive of ICC

   Manu Sawhney took over as the International Cricket Council (ICC) Chief Executive  O�cer (CEO). Sawhney has been working alongside 

the outgoing CEO David Richardson for the last six weeks to ensure a smooth transition within the organization.

   Richardson will remain with the ICC until July as originally planned to oversee the delivery of the upcoming Men’s Cricket World Cup 2019.

Ans6-(a) Lewis Hamilton

    Lewis Hamilton wins Bahrain Grand Prix 2019

    Lewis Hamilton (Britain- Mercedes) has won the Formula One Bahrain Grand Prix 2019. ValtteriBottas was second while Charles Leclerc 

was third in the F1 race.

Ans7-(c) India

   India have retained the ICC Test Championship Mace 

   India have retained the ICC Test Championship Mace and won the purse of USD 1 million for a third successive year on April 1, 2019. 

India won this award after �nishing at the top of the MRF Tyres ICC Test Team Rankings on the cut-o� date of April 1, while New 

Zealand have ensured second place.

Ans8-(c) Eight

    India’s �rst professional Kho-Kho league “Ultimate Kho-Kho” launched

   The Kho-Kho Federation of India (KKFI) has launched a franchise-based league for KhoKho named Ultimate Kho-Kho.

   KKFI has partnered with Dabur India for this event. Eight teams will participate in the event.

   CEO of the Ultimate Kho-Kho league: TenzingNiyogi (former sports advisory leader at Ernst and Young)

   Chairman of the Ultimate Kho-Kho league: Rajeev Mehta

Ans9-(b) Sanju Samson

Sanju Samson blasts �rst hundred of the season; second of IPL career

   Sanju Samson became the �rst player to hit a century in the twelfth edition of the Indian Premier League. The Rajasthan Royals 

batsman achieved this feat against Sunrisers Hyderabad. 

   For the second time in his T20 career, Samson managed to reach the three-�gure mark.
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Events Winners Runner 
Up 

Menʼs 
Single 

Roger 
Federer 
(Switzerland 

John 
Isner 
(USA 

Womenʼs 
Single 

Ashleigh 
Barty 
(Australia 

Karolina 
Pliskova 
(Czech 
Republic) 
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   Lin Dan and Tai Tzu Ying wins Malaysia Open

   The 2019 Malaysia Open Badminton tournament has come to an end. The winners are:

   Men’s Single: Lin Dan (China) defeated Chen Long (China)

   Women’s Single: Tai Tzu-Ying (Taiwan) defeated Akane Yamaguchi (Japan)
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Ans10-(d) Saurav Ghosal

   SauravGhosal scales a new peak

   India’s top-ranked squash player SauravGhosal stormed into the record books on Monday when he became the �rst Indian male to enter 

the top-10 list in the world. He moved two places above from his earlier ranking of 12 to and is currently the only Asian in the top-10.

   Two Indian women — JoshnaChinappa and DipikaPallikal — had earlier reached the top-10 in the world rankings but failed to 

consolidate further.

Ans11-(c) Pawan munjal

    Pawan Munjal Felicitated By Asian Tour For Contribution To Golf In Asia

    Dr. Pawan Munjal, Chairman, Hero MotoCorp, the world's largest manufacturer of motorcycles and scooters, was felicitated by the 

Asian Tour with a Special Achievement Award for his contributions to Asian Golf. 

   Dr. Munjal was presented with a special salver by leading Indian golfer Shiv Kapur, representing the players on the Asian Tour

Ans12-(c) PV Sindhu

    ESPN India Awards 2018

    The Indian subsidiary of ESPN (Entertainment and Sports Programming Network), ESPN India (espn.in) declared the ESPN India 

awards for 2018

Award Winner 

Sportsperson of the Year (Male) Neeraj Chopra (Javelin throw) 

Sportsperson of the Year (Female) PV Sindhu (Badminton) 

Emerging Sportsperson of the Year Saurabh Chaudhary (Pistol Shooting) 

Coach of the Year Jaspal Rana (Pistol Shooting) 

Comeback of the Year Saina Nehwal (Badminton) 

Match of the Year Amit Panghal (Boxing) 

Team of the Year Women Table Tennis team 

Differently-abled Athlete of the year Ekta Bhyan (Para-athletics) 

Lifetime Achievement award Pradip Kumar ‘PK’ Banerjee (Football) 

Moment of the Year Women’s 4*400m relay team 

Ans13-(b) Lin Dan
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Ans14-(c) South Africa

    Former South Africa Women all-rounder Elriesa Theunissen-Fourie Passes Away at 25

   Former South Africa Women all rounder, Elriesa Theunissen-Fourie, passed away in a motor-car accident in Stilfontein in North West 

province of South Africa. She was only 25 years old.

   She represented South Africa in three One-Day Internationals and one T20I in 2013. The medium pacer was even part of South Africa’s 

2013 World Cup squad

Ans15-(c) Virat Kohli

    Kohli second Indian to complete 8,000 T20 runs

    Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) skipper Virat Kohli became only the second Indian player after Suresh Raina to score 8,000 runs in T20 

cricket during the Indian Premier League match against Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.

   Kohli also became the highest run-getter in IPL history, bettering Raina here as well. Kohli now has 5,110 runs in his kitty to Raina’s 5,086.

 Kohli got to the landmark in his 257th match.

Ans16-(a) Graham Reid

 Graham Reid Named As Chief Coach of India Men's Hockey Team

   Hockey India named Graham Reid as the new chief coach of the India men's hockey team. 

   The 54-year-old will join the team in Bengaluru shortly for the on-going National Camp at Sports Authority of India.

Ans17-(d) Isaak Hayik

Isaak Hayik, 73, set a new record as worlds oldest soccer player

   A 73-year-old Israeli Isaak Hayik set a new world record as the world’s oldest person to play in a professional soccer match.

   The previous record holder was 53 years old Uruguayan Robert Carmona who was played a professional match in 2015

Ans18-(c) Golf

   Irawan Malaysian Golfer Arie Irawan passed away aged 28

   28 years old Malaysian golfer Arie Irawan passed away by ‘apparent natural causes’ in his hotel room at 

the Chinese resort island of Hainan.

   He was born on 21st August 1990 in Selangor, Malaysia

   He turned professional Golfer in 2013 and won two Asian Developmental Tour events in his seven-year career

Ans19-(d) Garbine Muguruza

    Spain Garbine Muguruza claimed Monterrey Open title

   Garbine Muguruza of Spain successfully claimed back-to-back Monterrey Open title 2019 as Victoria 

Azarenka succumbed to injury in the �nal.

   Asia Muhammad & Maria Sanchez claimed women's doubles title in Monterrey Open.

   The Monterrey Open is a professional women's tennis tournament played on outdoor hard courts. 
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Ans20-(b) Virat Kohli

   Virat Kohli Named Wisden's Leading Cricketer

   Team India Captain Virat Kohli has been named as the Wisden Almanack's 'Leading Cricketer of the Year' for the third straight time. 

   The 30-year-old smashed 2,735 runs in 47 international innings at an average of 68.37 in 2018, including 11 hundred and nine �fties

Ans 1-(c) 18

    The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) entered into 18 Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs) includes 3 Bilateral 

APAs (BAPAs) in March 2019

    With the signing of these APAs, the Indian Advance Pricing Agreement regime moved forward with total number of APAs entered into 

by the CBDT in the year 2018-19 stands at 52, including 11 BAPAs. 

Ans 1-(d) Shanghai

    Shanghai becomes world’s �rst district with 5G coverage, broadband gigabit network

    Shanghai claimed on Saturday that it has become the world's �rst district using both 5G coverage and broadband gigabit network as 

China seeks to establish lead over the US and other countries in the race to develop next generation cellular mobile communications.

   5G is the next generation of cellular technology with download speeds that are 10 to 100 times faster than 4G LTE networks.

   Shanghai has developed what it claims to be the �rst district boasting both 5G coverage and a broadband gigabit network,

Ans 2-(c) Journalist

    PrafullaRajguru, veteran journalist, passes away

    Veteran journalist and academician PrafullaRajguru passed away at a hospital in Jorhat (Assam). He was 82. Rajguru had retired as the

head of the department of English from DCB Girls College in Jorhat in 1997.

    Rajguru authored four books and was a member of several social organizations like the AsomSahityaSabha.

Ans 3-(b) Facebook

    Facebook banned White Nationalism, White Separatism on its Platforms

    Facebook has banned praise, support and representation of white nationalism and white separatism on its platforms. This move had a 

quali�ed approval from the recent Christchurch mosque shooting. 

    Facebook will also direct users who post or search content connected to these ideologies to an organization that helps people leave 

hate groups. Social Media platforms were under pressure and criticisms that they have failed to confront extremism. 

    White Supremacy is de�ned as a belief system with tenets like "whites should have dominance over people of other backgrounds, 

especially where they may co-exist; whites should live by themselves in a whites-only society, white people have their own 'culture' that 

is superior to other cultures; white people are genetically superior to other people
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Ans 4-(c) Wipro

   Wipro, IIT-Kharagpur partner for advanced research in 5G and AI

   IT services major Wipro has partnered with Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur to collaborate on industry-focused applied 

research in the areas of 5G and arti�cial intelligence (AI).

Ans 5-(c) Critically endangered

  IUCN classify Hump-Backed Mahseer as Critically Endangered
  International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has added Hump-Backed Mahseer as “Critically Endangered” in its Red List of 
Threatened Species. It is now more threatened than the tiger.
  Hump-Backed Mahseer
  It is species of freshwater ray-�nned �sh endemic to the Western Ghats in southern India.
  It is also called the tiger of water as it one of the largest, hardest �ghting and most iconic freshwater game �sh in the world.
  It can grow up to 1.5 metres in length and weigh about 55 kg. It has an omnivorous diet and feeds on �sh, crustaceans, molluscs, frogs, 
fruits and algae.
  It is found only in Cauvery river basin (including Kerala’s Pambar, Kabini and Bhavani rivers

Ans 6-(b) Visakhapatnam

  GRSE Becomes First Indian Shipyard To Deliver 100 Warships

  Kolkata based Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE) has become the �rst Indian Shipyard to make and deliver 100 

warships to the Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard and Mauritius Coast Guard.

  GRSE formally delivered its 100th Warship, a Landing Craft Utility (LCU), L-56, to the Indian Navy on March 30, 2019.

  The IN LCU L-56 is the sixth of an order of eight such vessels and was formally hand over by Rear Admiral V. K. Saxena, IN (Retd.), 

Chairman & Managing Director, GRSE to the Commanding O�cer of the Ship, Lt. Cdr. Gopinath Narayanan, Indian Navy.

  Besides, GRSE had handed over its 99th warship named ‘ICGS Priyadarshini’, an advanced ‘Fast Patrol Vessel’, to the Indian Coast 

Guard on March 27, 2019.

Ans 7-(a) PSLV-C45

  ISRO Launches DRDO’s Observational Satellite EMISAT Along 28 Foreign Satellites Onboard PSLV-C45

  The Indian Space Research Organization, ISRO, on April 1, 2019, created a new history by launching India’s latest observation satellite 

EMISAT along with 28 other smaller international satellites from the SatishDhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.

  The launch vehicle PSLV-C45, was used to carry the 29 payloads. It was the 47th mission of India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

  The 436 kg, electronic intelligence satellite, EMISAT, will be used for electromagnetic spectrum measurement and help military in 

locating hostile radars. Its devices have been developed by Defence Research and Development Organization, DRDO.

  Foreign Satellites

  The foreign satellites belonged from Lithuania (2), Spain (1), Switzerland (1) and the United States (24).

  20 of the US satellites are for earth observation and are known as Flock-4A, while other 4 payloads known as LEMUR are used for vessel 

automatic identi�cation.

  Switzerland’s Astrocast-2 will be involved in studies of the cutting edge Internet-of-Things technology.

  Aistechsat-3 of Spain will be useful for remote asset management and aircraft tracking.

Ans 8-(a) Haryana HC

Punjab & Haryana HC bars stating of caste in proceedings

   The Punjab and Haryana High Court has instructed Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh not to mention the caste of the accused, victims or 

witnesses in proceedings before the court.
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Ans 9-(b) Andhra Pradesh

ISRO Opens Rocket Launch Viewing Facility For First Time In Andhra

   In a �rst, The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) opened a visitors' gallery with 5,000 capacityat Andhra Pradesh's Sriharikota island.

   The gallery has a clear line of sight to two launch pads and large screens to explain launcher and satellite features.

Ans10-(b) Rima Das

   Filmmaker Rima Das becomes TIFF’s ‘Share Her Journey’ ambassador

   Assamese Filmmaker Rima Das has joined as an o�cial Ambassador of Toronto International Film Festival’s ‘Share Her Journey.’ 

   The Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) has launched the �ve years ‘Share Her Journey’ campaign in 2017 in order to increase 

participation, skills and opportunities for women behind and in front of the camera.

  She has also won several national and international awards for her �lm Village Rockstars that has rocked the �lm industry for depicting 

the natural scenery of the state of Assam and its uniqueness.

Ans11-(d) Tripura

    Tripura BJP leader DilipSarkar passes away

   Senior Tripura BJP leader and �ve-time MLA DilipSarkar passed away at a private hospital in Delhi after prolonged illness. Sarkar, 61, a 

former state PWD Minister in the Congress-Tripura Upajati Juba Samity (TUJS) alliance government between 1988 and 1993.

   Sarkar, elected to the state assembly �ve times since 1988, joined the ruling BJP along with other Congress leaders in 2017.

Ans12-(b) Facebook

   Facebook launches ‘Why am I seeing this post?’ feature

    Facebook has introduced a new feature titled “Why am I seeing this post” to help users understand and control the kind of posts 

surfacing on their News Feed from friends, Pages and Groups.

   “This means you’ll be able to tap on posts and ads in News Feed, get context on why they’re appearing and take action to further 

personalise what you see,” RamyaSethuraman, Product Manager, Facebook wrote in a blog post on Sunday.

Ans13-(b) 30

    NMDC surpasses 30 million tonnes production and sales for 3rd year

    National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC), the largest producer of iron ore in the country, has once again surpassed the 30 

million tonnes �gure of production and sales for the year 2018-19 for the 3rd year consecutively.

   In spite of suspension of Donimalai Mine operations for 5 months, no exports upto August 2018, highest rainfall in Bailadila Sector and 

poor o� take in Karnataka in Q1, NMDC has produced 32.44 MT and sales of 32.38 MT iron ore during FY-19

Ans14-(a) Justice ChanderShekher

Centre sets up tribunal to weather adjudicate to ban Jamaat-e-Islami J&K, JKLF

   The Centre has set up a tribunal to adjudicate if there exists su�cient cause to ban the Jamaat-e-Islami Jammu and Kashmir (JeL) and 

the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front-Yasin Malik (JKLF-Y) faction.

   In a noti�cation, Home Ministry said, the tribunal will be headed by Justice ChanderShekhar of the Delhi High Court.

   The decision to constitute a tribunal has been taken by the Ministry exercising the powers conferred under the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act. Both the organisations were declared as unlawful associations by the centre
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Ans15-(b) Goa

   SC suspends eco clearance for international airport in Goa

   The health of the environment is key to preserving the right to life, the Supreme Court has observed in a recent judgment and 

suspended the environmental clearance granted for an international airport at Mopa in Goa.

Ans16-(c) New Delhi

   Interaction on Trade and Economic Cooperation with Oceania Countries held

   Interaction on trade and economic cooperation with ambassadors and high commissioners of European and Oceania countries took

place in New Delhi recently. 

   It is believed that European and Oceania countries are major trading partners and major sources of investments for India and there is 

the huge untapped potential that can be achieved.

Ans17-(b) Gurugram 

   NUGEN MOBILITY SUMMIT 2019

   The NuGen Mobility Summit 2019 will be held during November 27 – 29, 2019 at Manesar, Gurugram. The Summit will be organised by 

the International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT).

   The objective behind the Summit is to share new ideas, global experiences, innovations and future technology trends for faster 

adoption, and development of advanced automotive technologies for a smarter and greener future

Ans18-(d) Phayeng

A village with carbon-positive tag

   Phayeng, a small village in Imphal West district of, Manipur has developed itself as India’s �rst carbon-positive settlement.

   A village is given the carbon-positive tag if it sequesters more carbon than it emits, slowing the accumulation of greenhouse gases and 

mitigating the e�ects of climate change.

   The transformation of the village from the dry and denuded village in the 1970s and 80s was funded under the National Adaptation 

Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC).

National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC)

   The National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC) is a Central Sector Scheme which was set up in the year 2015-16.

   The overall aim of NAFCC is to support concrete adaptation activities which mitigate the adverse e�ects of climate change.

Ans19-(c) Guwahati Railway Station

Guwahati Railway Station �rst to get ISO certi�cation in India

   The Guwahati Railway Station has become the �rst ever railway station in the Indian Railways to get an ISO certi�cation from the 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) for “providing passenger amenities in a clean and green environment.” 

   The station also has amenities such as High-class reserve (VIP) lounge, waiting rooms, AC and non-AC retiring rooms, food courts and 

sanitation facilities. 

   ISO stands for “International Organisation for Standardisation” that is responsible for establishing the standard in di�erent areas of 

activities. Many types of ISO certi�cation exist and the one received by Guwahati Railway Station is ISO-14001, which is for Environment 

Management System as per international norms which were upgraded in 2015. Thus, the station’s certi�cate reads ISO 14001: 2015.
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Ans20-(b) South Korea

   South Korea to launch world’s �rst national 5G networks

   On April 05, 2019, South Korea will become the �rst country in the world to launch a nationwide 5G network. Until now, no mobile 

networks have o�ered nationwide 5G access.

   On April 05, 2019 all three of South Korea’s mobile networks namely KT, SK Telecom and LG UPlus will go live with their 5G services 

hence making South Korea �rst country in the world to launch the national 5G network.

Ans21-(c) Calicut

    Talenmark to build India’s biggest cultural monument

    India’s future forward real estate company, Talenmark announced that their ambitious and iconic structure deemed to be “The Biggest 

Cultural Center of India” is under construction in Calicut, Kerala.

    The unique building is more than 80 per cent �nished and will be ready for launch in March 2020. The Cultural Monument that promises

 to be something that all Indians will be proud of was conceived as part of the 125 acres integrated township project ‘Markaz Knowledge City’.

Ans22-(b) Lucknow

3-day National Cardiology Conference started in Lucknow

3-day National Cardiology Conference 2019 has been started at Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of medical sciences in

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

   Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu was the chief guest of this conference.

   The conference was organized by Dept of Cardiology.

   The conference being held for the �rst time in Uttar Pradesh to provide an opportunity to showcase newer innovations in Cardiology 

which can help to deliver cost-e�ective cardiology care for the patients.

Ans23-(a) Mindtree 

   L&T’s Proposal to Acquire Majority Stake in Mindtree approved by Competition Commission of India

   Larsen and Toubro (L&T) has received the approval to acquire up to 66.15 percent stake in the Bengaluru-based IT services �rm 

Mindtree from Competition Commission of India (CCI).

   Around Rs 10,800 crore was the estimated total deal value.

Ans24-(c) Sydney Brenner

Biologist, Sydney Brenner Passed Away at the age of 92

South African Born biologist, Sydney Brenner passed away at the age of 92.

   Brenner made contributions to work on the nature of genetic code and other areas of molecular biology.

   He Shared a Nobel Prize in 2002 in Physiology with Bob Horvitz and John Sulston for developing a tiny transparent worm 

into a test bed for biological discoveries

Ans25-(a) Chennai Central

   Chennai Central’ has been renamed as ‘Puratchi Thalaivar Dr M G Ramachandran Chennai Central’ after Dr. ‘MG Ramachandran’

    Chennai Central railway station has been renamed by the Tamil Nadu State Government as Puratchi Thalaivar Dr MG Ramachandran 

Central Railway Station after late Chief Minister Dr. MG Ramachandran.
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Neeraj Sharma, Railway Executive Board Director, passenger marketing had noti�ed that the change of name would be possible 

provided there should not be any inaugural event as a result of the election code of conduct.

   Dr. Marudur Gopalan Ramachandran (17 Jan 1917-24 Dec 1987) aka MG Ramachandran or ‘Makkal Thilagam’ (since he was a popular 

�gure) was a veteran �lmmaker, actor and politician. He served for 10 years as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu (1977-1987).

   MG Ramachandran’s autobiography was posthumously published in 2003 (in two volunes) under the title ‘Naan 

Yaen Piranthaen (Why I was Born)’.

Ans26-(a) Paytm Money

   Paytm Money receives SEBI Approval to start Stock Broking Services

   The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has given approval to Paytm Money the investment and wealth management 

platform of the mobile payments company to start o�ering broking services. It had applied for the licence in October last year.

   Paytm Money has also received membership of NSE and BSE. To handle the broking operations, Paytm Money is looking to set up a 

team to deal with settlements, trade, risks, treasury and other functions of a broking house

Ans27-(a) Avalon Fotheringham

   National Handloom Week observed from 7th April to 14th April

   It is a celebration of the country’s 5,000-year old tradition of hand weaving cloths.

   On this occasion, a book named ‘The Indian textile Sourcebook’ authored by Avalon Fotheringham and published by 

Thames and Hudson will be launched on 9th April.

  In 2018, the National Handloom Week was observed during December month.

   The National Handloom Day is observed on 7th August every year across India. It was on this day that the Swadeshi 

Movement was launched in 1905.

  The First National handloom day was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on August 7, 2015 in Chennai

Ans28-(a) Theatre

   Eminent theatre organiser and playwright Kartik Chandra Rath passed away in Odisha on April 1, 2019.

   He is the recipient of Kendra Sangeet Natak Akademi award and Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi award.

Ans29-(b) Section 498

   Woman can �le dowry harassment case from the place she has taken shelter: SC

   The Supreme Court held that a woman, who �ed her marital home due to cruelty of dowry harassment, can �le a case of dowry 

harassment under Section 498 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) against her husband and in-laws from the place where she took the shelter.

   The bench led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi relaxed Section 177 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), which mandates that criminal 

cases can be �led and tried only in courts within whose jurisdiction the crime occurred.

    The judgment came on an appeal made by Rupali Devi. Devi �led a dowry harassment complained from her parents’ place of residence 

where she had �ed to; however, the complaint was dismissed by the Allahabad High Court.

   The High Court ruled that cruelty punishable under Section 498A of the IPC was not a “continuing o�ence”, nor can it be investigated or 

punished outside the jurisdiction where the crime occurred.
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Ans30-(a) IIT Madras

   IIT Madras Tops India Ranking Of Higher Education Institutes

   The Indian Institute of Technology Madras tops the list of higher education institutes released on Monday by the Ministry 

of Human Resource Development.

   The Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, is at the second spot; while IIT Delhi is at the third spot.

   The ranking of the institutions across the country is based on the methodology outlined by the National Institutional Ranking 

Framework or the NIRF, approved by the education ministry. The �rst list, based on this framework, was published in 2016.

   Seven IITs are among the education ministry's overall national ranking of higher institutes this year. Jawaharlal Nehru University in 

Delhi is at the seventh spot.

   All India Institute of Medical Sciences in Delhi ranks �rst among the medical sciences institutes and the National Law School, 

Bangalore, tops the list for law colleges.

   In the national ranking of colleges, Delhi University's Miranda House gets the top spot; while St Stephen's is at the fourth spot.

   IISc Bangalore topped the list in university category, followed by JNU and the Banaras Hindu University. 

   A total of 3,127 institutions participated in the ranking process

Ans31-(c) 7.3%

    IMF predicts India’s GDP growth at 7.3% in FY20 and 7.5% in FY21

    The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its latest World Economic Outlook (WEO) has predicted India’s GDP growth rate in 2019-20 at 

7.3% and for 2020-21 at 7.5%.

   India’s GDP growth rate in 2018-19 was 7.1% as per IMF.

Ans32-(b) Australia

   Google launched its 1st drone delivery service in Australia

   Wing, one of the many companies belonging to Alphabet (Google parent) made its �rst delivery in Canberra, Australia after getting 

approval from the Australia's Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA).

   The drones will deliver food and drinks as well as medication directly to clients' homes.

   Wing was testing drone delivery in Australia since 2014 and delivered medicines, chocolate to 3,000 homes in the last 18 months.

   Wing is now preparing to launch a trial service in Helsinki, Finland

Ans33-(d) India

   India becomes YouTube largest and fastest growing market

   India has become YouTube’s largest and fastest growing market with 265 million Indians watching the video-sharing website every month.

  In the last year, YouTube’s consumption on mobile has increased to 85%, with 60% of the watch time coming from outside

the six largest metros in India
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Ans34-(a) Madhya Pradesh

    CBDT detects unaccounted cash collection racket of Rs 281 crore in Madhya Pradesh

    Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) searches in Madhya Pradesh by Delhi Directorate of Income Tax have detected widespread and 

well-organised racket for the collection of unaccounted cash of about 281 crore rupees through various persons. 

    The department has also detected a trail of 20 crore rupees suspect cash allegedly being moved to the headquarters of a major 

political party in Delhi from the house of an important person

Ans35-(a) Adarsh Kumar Goel

    NGT forms a new body to examine alleged erosion of Yamuna �oodplain in Sonipat

    National Green Tribunal established a committee planned to examine the alleged erosion of Yamuna �oodplain due to movement of 

heavy vehicles in Sonipat district in Haryana.

    The committee, for-person bench, will comprise NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel ,who is the head of the body, the director 

of the Mines and Geology Department, member secretary of the Haryana State Pollution Control Board and principal secretary of 

the Haryana Irrigation.

   The nodal agency for coordination and compliance will be the principal secretary of the Haryana irrigation and water resources department.

   The joint report may be furnished within a month so this issue will be solved before the monsoon.
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