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(UPSC 2016)With reference to the ‘Gram Nyayalaya Act’, which of the following 
statements is/are correct?

1. As per the Act, Gram Nyayalayas can hear only civil cases and not criminal cases.
2. The Act allows local social activists as mediators/reconciliators.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Gram Nyayalayas

Current Situation: Only 11 states have taken steps to notify Gram Nyayalayas so 
far. 

Only 208 Gram Nyayalayas are functioning in the country. 

Not a single Gram Nyayalayas have become operational in North- Eastern States
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Fact Sheet



Background

114th Report of the Law Commission (1986) recommended setting up of Gram 
Nyayalayas (mobile village courts) at the grass root levels 

The objective of the Gram Nyayalayas:

It provide access to justice to the most marginalized sections of the society 
specifically to reduce barriers to access in terms of distance, time & associated 

costs.

With this objective, Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 came into force on October 2, 
2009.



Structure and Appointment of Gram Nyayalayas

Structure: It is established for every Panchayat at intermediate level or a group 
of contiguous Panchayats at intermediate level in a district.

The State Government, in consultation with the High Court, notifies the 
boundaries of the area under the jurisdiction of a Gram Nyayalaya. 

Appointments: The State Government shall appoint a presiding officer called 
Nyayadhikari for every Gram Nyayalaya in consultation with the High Court, who 

will be a person eligible to be appointed as a Judicial Magistrate of the First 
Class.

Representation shall be given to the members of the SC, ST, women and others



Jurisdiction, Power and Authority

Gram Nyayalaya shall exercise both civil and criminal jurisdiction.

A Gram Nyayalaya is not bound by the rules of evidence provided in the Indian 
Evidence Act, 1872 but is guided by the principles of natural justice and is 

subject to any rule made by the High Court

An appeal against a judgement of a criminal case shall be taken to the Court of 
Session, while a civil case appeal shall be taken to District court. Appeals have 

to be heard and disposed of within six months.



Addition of Judges

Parliament has recently passed the legislation to increase the sanctioned strength of 
the Supreme Court from 31 to 34 including the Chief Justice of India.
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Constitutional Provisions

Originally, under Article 124 of the Indian Constitution the strength of Supreme 
Court was fixed at eight (one chief justice and seven other judges).

Article 124 (1) provides the power to the Parliament to increase the number of 
judges if it deems necessary.

The Parliament through The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956 
increased strength of Supreme Court to ten.

The Act was last amended in 2009 to increase the judges’ strength from 25 to 31.



Transfer of Judges

Constitutional provision: Transfer of Judges from one High Court to 
another High Court is made by the President after consultations with the 

Chief Justice of India under Article 222 (1) of the Constitution.
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Three Judges Cases
First Judges Case, 1981 or S P Gupta Case: The Supreme Court ruled that the 

recommendation made by the CJI to the President can be refused for “cogent 
reasons”, thereby giving greater say to executive.

Second Judges Case, 1993: Supreme Court Advocates-on Record Association vs 
Union of India. CJI only need to consult two senior-most judges over judicial 
appointments and transfers. However, on objection raised by executive on 

appointment, Collegium may or may not change their recommendation, which is 
binding on executive.

Third Judges Case, 1998: CJI should consult with four senior-most Supreme Court 
judges and the chief justice of two high courts (one from which the judge is being 

transferred and the other receiving him) to form his opinion on judicial 
appointments and transfers



Zero Pendency Courts Project

Zero Pendency Courts Project is started by Delhi High Court in certain 
subordinate courts in Delhi.

The objectives of the project were to study the actual, real-time 'Flow of Cases' 
from the date of institution till final disposal.
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As per the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), in 2018, 2.93 crore cases are 
pending in the subordinate courts, 49 lakhs in High Court and 57,987 cases in      

Supreme Court respectively.

Uttar Pradesh (61.58 lakh) has highest pendency followed by Maharashtra 
(33.22 lakh).



Who among the following can not take free legal advice under the legal 
service authority act, 1987?

1) Women

2) SC/ST

3) Industrial Workmen

4) Persons whose annual income is more than 5lakh and less than Rs. 10 
lakh



NALSA

Article 39A of constitution (added through 42nd Amendment Act along with 
articles 39, 43A, 48A) provides for free legal aid to the poor and weaker 

sections of the society and ensures justice for all.

NALSA has been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 
to provide free Legal Services to the weaker sections of the society and to 

organize Lok Adalats for amicable settlement of disputes.
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Structure of NALSA

NALSA shall consist of the Chief Justice of India who shall be the Patron-in-
Chief and a serving or retired Judge of the Supreme Court to be nominated by 
the President, in consultation with the Chief Justice of India, who shall be the 

Executive Chairman.

Act also proposes, in every State, a State Legal Services Authority and in every 
High Court, a High Court Legal Services Committee 

District Legal Services Authorities, Taluk Legal Services Committees have been 
constituted in the Districts and most of the Taluks to provide free legal services 

to the people and conduct Lok Adalats in the States have been constituted.





Person Eligible For Free Legal Service

Women and children

Members of SC/ST

Industrial workmen

Disabled persons.

Persons in custody

Victims of Trafficking in Human beings or beggar

Victims of mass disaster, violence, flood, drought, earthquake, industrial 
disaster.

Persons whose annual income does not exceed Rs. 1 lakh (in the Supreme 
Court Legal Services Committee the limit is Rs. 5,00,000/-).



Consider the following statement regarding the pardoning power of the president 
and find the correct option?

1) Article 75 provides the pardoning power to the president

2) President can use the pardoning power only where the sentence is the sentence 
of death

3) President exercise pardoning power on the advice of the council of minister

4) President pardoning power is not subject to judicial review in any circumstances



More in news

The culprits of the nirbhaya case has tried all the remedies available to 
them under the law including the review petition, curative petition 

and the pardoning power of the president
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Trial In Case Of Death Sentence



Curative Petition

Concept of the curative petition first evolved by the Supreme Court in Rupa
Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok Hurra & another case (2002) on the question whether 

an aggrieved person is entitled to any relief against the final judgement/order of 
the Supreme Court, even after the dismissal of a review petition.

It is based on interpretation of Article 137, which provides that in the matter of 
laws and rules made under Article 145, Supreme Court has the power to review 

any judgement pronounced (or order made) by it.

Its objectives are two: avoid miscarriage of justice and to prevent 
abuse of process



Procedure of Curative Petition

A curative petition may be filed after a review plea against the final conviction is 
dismissed.

It can be entertained if the petitioner establishes that there was a violation of 
the principles of natural justice.

A curative petition must be first circulated to a Bench of the three senior-most 
judges, and the judges who passed the concerned judgment, if available. Only 

when  a majority of the judges conclude that the matter needs hearing should it 
be listed before the same Bench.

In the event of the Bench holding at any stage that the petition is without any 
merit, it may impose a penalty on the petitioner.



Pardoning Power of President

Article 72 of the Indian Constitution says that the President shall have the power 
to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of punishment or to suspend, 

remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence.

Pardon – Completely absolves from all sentences and punishment

Commutation –To replace the punishment with less severe punishment.

Reprieve – Temporary suspension of death sentence.

Respite – Awarding a lesser punishment on some special grounds like 
pregnancy etc.

Remissions – Reduction of the amount of sentence without changing its 
character



Pardoning Power of president

President can exercise pardoning power

In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by court martial;

In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any 
law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the Union 

extends;

In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death

The power to pardon of the president is exercised on the advice of council of 
ministers and subject to judicial review  where the presidential decision is 

malafide, irrational or discriminatory.
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