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15th January  



Q1. Consider the following Mughal Emperors 

1. Jahandar shah  

2. Shah Alam II  

3. Muhammad Shah  

4. Bahadur Shah II 

 

 Arrange the above Mughal Emperor in a chronological order of their 

succession to the throne: 

(a) 1 - 3 - 2 - 4  

(b) 1 - 2 - 3 - 4  

(c) 4 - 1 - 3 - 2  

(d) 4 - 1 - 2 - 3 



• Ans a 

 



Q2. Consider the following features of Indian polity: 

1. Increased Tax Devolution to States  

2. Growth of regional parties  

3. Judicial Review by Supreme Court  

4. Bicameralism at the Centre Level 

 

 Which of the given above features promote the federal nature of Indian 

state?  

(a) 1 and 4 only  

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(d) 2 and 4 only 



• Ans b 

• Tax Devolutions promotes Fiscal Federalism 

•  Regional Parties allows greater bargaining powers to states 

• Judicial Review aids in mitigating hasty decisions of the union on 

federal matters.  

•  Bicameralism enables States representation in Legislative activities  



Q3. With reference to ‘Review Petition’, consider the following statements:  
1. Review Petition allows the Supreme Court itself to revisit its own 

judgment given earlier in any case. 

2. It is the last judicial resort available for redressal of grievances in court. 

 

 Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans d 

 

• The word “Review” in legal parlance connotes a judicial re-examination 

of the case and it explains Review petition format. Therefore, in order to 

rectify an error and prevent the gross miscarriage of justice, a provision 

for review has been laid down under the Section 114 of the Code of 

Civil Procedure. Supreme Court Rules, 1966 such a petition needs to 

be filed within 30 days from the date of judgment or order. It is also 

recommended that the petition should be circulated without oral 

arguments to the same bench of judges that delivered the judgment (or 

order) sought to be reviewed  

• Curative petitions are the last judicial resort available for redressal of 

grievances in court which is normally decided by judges in-chamber. It 

is only in rare cases that such petitions are given an open-court 

hearing.  



To entertain the curative petitions, the Supreme Court has laid down 

certain specific conditions:  

1. The petitioner will have to establish that there was a genuine 

violation of principles of natural justice and fear of the bias of the judge 

and judgement that adversely affected him.  

2. The petition shall state specifically that the grounds mentioned had 

been taken in the review petition and that it was dismissed by 

circulation. 

 



Q4. Medieval Terms Meaning  

1. Uru                                                          General assembly of town  

2. Mahasabha                                             Gathering of adult men  

                                                                    in Brahmana village  

3. Agraharas                                             Rent free villages of Brahmanas 

4. Mandalam                                           District  

 

Which of the above given pairs are correctly matched? 

 (a) 1 and 4 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only  

 (c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



• Ans b 

• Uru is a village and Mandalam connotes a large territorial division 

roughly equated to modern day state.  



Q5.Consider the following with respect to ‘Nonbanking Financial 
Companies (NBFCs)’:  
1. NBFC cannot accept demand deposits.  

2. NBFCs cannot issue cheques drawn on themselves. 

3. Deposits with NBFCs are not covered by Deposit Insurance and Credit 

Guarantee Corporation. 

 

 Which of the given above statements are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only  

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only  

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans d 

• A Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) is a company registered 

under the Companies Act, 1956 engaged in the business of loans and 

advances, acquisition of shares/stocks/bonds/debentures/securities 

issued by Government or local authority or other marketable securities 

of a like nature, leasing, hire-purchase, insurance business, chit 

business but does not include any institution whose principal business 

is that of agriculture activity, industrial activity, purchase or sale of any 

goods (other than securities) or providing any services and 

sale/purchase/construction of immovable property. NBFCs lend and 

make investments and hence their activities are akin to that of banks; 

however there are a few differences as given below:  

• NBFC cannot accept demand deposits;  NBFCs do not form part of the 

payment and settlement system and cannot issue cheques drawn on 

itself;  Deposit insurance facility of Deposit Insurance and Credit 

Guarantee Corporation is not available to depositors of NBFCs, unlike 

in case of banks 



http://bit.ly/2MaESF1


Q6. Consider the following Bills/Motions:  

1. No Confidence Motion  

2. Money Bill  

3. Ordinary Bill  

4. Finance Bill  

 

According to the rule of Procedure of the Lok Sabha, which of the given 

above can be passed by a ‘Voice vote’? 

 (a) 1, 2 and 4 only  

 (b) 3 only  

 (c) 2 and 4 only  

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



• Ans d 

• These are the modes by which voting can be conducted Voice vote: 

In a voice vote, the legislators respond orally.  

• Division vote: In case of a division vote, voting is done using 

electronic gadgets, slips or in a ballot box.  

•  Ballot vote: Ballot box is usually a secret vote - just like how people 

vote during state or parliamentary elections. Apart from simple bills, 

even the no confidence motion can be accepted or rejected using 

Voice vote. 



Q7. ‘Ravindra Dholakia Committee’ is associated with which of the 
following? 

 

(a) Reviewing Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act  

(b) Police Reforms 

(c) Formulation of a Data Protection law  

(d) Upgradation of the norms for computation of economic data at 

states and district level. 



• Ans d 

• The Union Government has constituted 13-member Committee for 

Sub-National Accounts to upgrade the norms for computation of 

economic data at states and districts level in backdrop of plans to 

revise the base year for National Accounts or Gross Domestic 

Production (GDP) calculation.  

• It will be headed by Ravindra H Dholakia, a retired professor of IIM 

Ahmedabad. Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

(MOSPI) is planning to change base year to 2017-18 for calculation 

of GDP and Index Industrial Production (IIP) numbers from current 

2011-12 with an aim to capture changes in the economy.  



Q8. With reference to the term ‘Incremental Capital Output Ratio 
(ICOR)’, consider the following statements: 

 1. ICOR is a tool that explains the relationship between the level of 

investment made in an economy and the consequent increase in GDP.  

2. A higher ICOR value is preferred because it indicates that the entity’s 
production is efficient.  

Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans a 

• The incremental capital output ratio (ICOR) is a frequently used tool 

that explains the relationship between the level of investment made 

in the economy and the consequent increase in GDP. ICOR indicates 

the additional unit of capital or investment needed to produce an 

additional unit of output.  

• Higher the ICOR, lower is the productivity of capital. The ICOR can 

be thought of as a measure of the inefficiency with which capital is 

used. In most countries the ICOR is in the neighbourhood of 3. 

Overall, a higher ICOR value is not preferred because it indicates 

that the entity’s production is inefficient. The measure is used 
predominantly in determining a country’s level of production 
efficiency 



Q9. Consider the following statements about ‘Polar Vertex’:  
1. The polar vortex is a large area of low pressure and cold air 
surrounding both the poles of Earth.  

2. The polar vortex becomes more stable and starts to expand during 
the winter in the Northern Hemisphere. 

 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans a 

• The polar vortex is a large area of low pressure and cold air 

surrounding the Earth's North and South poles. The term vortex 

refers to the counter-clockwise flow of air that helps keep the colder 

air close to the poles (left globe).  

• Often during winter in the Northern Hemisphere, the polar vortex will 

become unstable and expand, sending cold Arctic air southward over 

the United States with the jet stream (right globe). 



Q10. Consider the following statements: 

1. The bill for reorganization of a state must be introduced only on the 

prior recommendation of President.  

2. Parliament has power to change the name of a state and city without 

the permission of State Legislature.  

3. Altering the name of states is not considered a constitutional 

amendment under the Art. 368. 

 

 Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only  

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only  

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 



• Ans b 

• Article 3 authorizes the Parliament to form a new state by separation of 

territory from any state or by uniting two or more states or parts of 

states or by uniting any territory to a part of any state,  

• Increase the area of any state, 

• Diminish the area of any state,  

• Alter the boundaries of any state,  

• Alter the name of any state. A bill contemplating the above changes 

can be introduced in the Parliament only with the prior 

recommendation of the President.  

• Parliament has power to change the name of a state only without the 

permission of State Legislature 



• Procedure for changing the name of a city  The task of renaming a city 

is given to the State Legislators.  The procedure differs from state to 

state but the regulations remain the same.  

•  The first step involves rising of a request in form of a resolution by 

any MLA, which proposes the renaming of any particular city or street.  

•  On the basis of the request of the MLA, the issue would be 

deliberated upon and the consequences of the same shall be 

discussed upon.  

•  The final step involves voting of the validity of the resolution.  

•  If a simple majority is attained in favour of the resolution, the said 

resolution shall be declared passed.  The State Legislation on the 

basis of the majority view shall make the necessary changes in the 

name of the state or city public.  The proposal will go to the Centre for 

approval before the city is officially renamed 



• The Constitution (Article 4) declares that laws made for admission or 

establishment of new states (under Article 2) and formation of new 

states and alteration of areas, boundaries or names of existing states 

(under Articles 3) are not to be considered as amendments of the 

Constitution under Article 368. This means that such laws can be 

passed by a simple majority and by the ordinary legislative process 



Q11. Recently, a new age was created in Earth’s geological history on the 
name of an Indian state. In this context, consider the following statements:  

1. The new age known as Meghalayan Age is a part of Anthropocene 

Epoch.  

2. International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) is the scientific body 

responsible for proposing new names for Earth’s geological history.  
 

Which of the given above statement(s) is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



• Ans b 

• Scientists have approved three new ages on geologic time scale of 

Holocene Epoch viz. Meghalayan Age, Middle Holocene 

Northgrippian Age and Early Holocene Greenlandian Age. These 

three new ages of Holocene Epoch are represented by wealth of 

sediments that accumulated worldwide on sea floor, on lake bottoms, 

as glacial ice, and as calcite layers in stalactites and stalagmites. 

Together the strata of three new stages comprise the Holocene 

series. 

•  International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) is the scientific body 

responsible for proposing new names for Earth’s geological history. 
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