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COURSE HIGHLIGHTS 

• This course will cover the all the relevant current affairs according to 

the changing trend of UPSC Prelims.  

• Special focus will be on the Environment and Science & Technology 

section which comprises 30 to 35 questions directly or indirectly.  

• Mostly the topics will be from The Hindu, Indian Express, Yojana and 

Kurukshetra. 

• Static syllabus will be covered on the basis of related current news.  

• As in 2021 the questions based on sports were asked, this course will 

cover the sports section from the prelims perspective. 
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571.Consider the following statements with regard to the 

Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Station 

 

1. It is the largest nuclear plant of Europe 

2. It is located on southern shore on the River Rhine 

3. It is located near Ukraine’s capital city of Kyiv 

 

Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) 2 and 3 Only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



A 

• Recently, A fire broke out near one of the six units of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 

Power Station as the Russian soldiers attempted to take control of the power plant. 

• The Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Station is located near the city of Enerhodar, 

Southeastern Ukraine, on the Kakhovka Reservoir’s southern shore on the River 

Dnieper.  

• It is Europe’s largest nuclear power plant and is among the world’s top 10 

largest. 

• This nuclear power plant consists of 6 VVER-1000 pressurized light-water 

nuclear reactors (PWR) and all of them are fuelled with U235 (LEU) and generate 

950 MWe, which gives a total of 5700 MWe power output. 



 



572. Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances was originally 

signed by: 

 

1. USA 

2. China 

3. France 

4. United Kingdom 

5. Russia 

 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 



C 

• Recently, the signatories of the Budapest Memorandum on Security 

Assurances agreed to provide security assurances to Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

and Ukraine in return for their accession to the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

 

• Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances refers to three identical 

political agreements signed at the Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) conference in Budapest, Hungary in 1994. 

 

• The signatories of the memorandum agreed to provide security assurances 

to Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine in return for their accession to the 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

 



• It came after the Lisbon Protocol of 1992, which made Ukraine, Belarus, 

and Kazakhstan parties to the first Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 

(START I). It was a treaty signed by the US and the Soviet Union in 

1991 to reduce the number of nuclear weapons. 

 

• The memorandum was originally signed by three nuclear powers: 

Russia, the USA, and the UK. 

 

• Later, China, and France, who became NPT members in 1992, also 

became signatories.  However, they gave weaker individual assurances 

in separate documents. 

 



573. Consider the following statements with regard to the Thermobaric 

Weapon 

1. It uses oxygen from the surrounding air to generate a high-temperature 

explosion 

2. Thermobaric munitions are explicitly prohibited for use against military 

targets 

3. Their use against civilian populations in built-up areas, schools, or 

hospitals, could attract action under the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 

1907 

 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1 and 3 



D 

• A thermobaric weapon is one of the most devastating weapons as they 

cause significantly greater destruction than a conventional bomb of 

comparable size. 

• It uses oxygen from the surrounding air to generate a high-temperature 

explosion. 

• It is also known as an aerosol bomb, fuel-air explosive (FAE), or vacuum 

bomb. 

• Thermobaric munitions are not explicitly prohibited for use against 

military targets. 

 



• However, their use against civilian populations in built-up areas, schools, 

or hospitals, could attract action under the Hague Conventions of 1899 

and 1907. 

 

• The use of weapons in indiscriminate attacks – those that cannot 

distinguish between combatants and civilians – is forbidden by the 

Geneva Conventions. 

 

• A thermobaric weapon might be targeted specifically at military 

installations but it will kill civilians too. 

 



574. Consider the following statements with regard to the Convention on 

Cluster Munitions (CCM) 

 

1. It is an international treaty that prohibits all use, transfer, production and 

stockpiling of cluster bombs  

2. Russia and Ukraine are not signatories to this convention 

  

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 



C 

 

• The Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) is an international treaty 

that prohibits all use, transfer, production and stockpiling of cluster 

bombs.  

• Cluster Munitions is an explosive weapon that releases smaller sub-

munitions over a large area. 

• It ejects explosive bombs that are designed to kill personnel, destroy 

vehicles and critical infrastructure like power lines, disperse 

chemical/biological weapons, etc 

• CCM was adopted in Dublin, Ireland, in 2008. It entered into force on 

1 August 2010, six months after it was ratified by 30 states. 

 



• 123 states have joined the Convention, with 110 states that 

have ratified it, and 13 states have signed the Convention but 

not yet ratified it. (As of 10th February 2022). 

 

• Russia and Ukraine are not signatories to this convention. 



575. With regard to the European Union, consider the following statements 

 

1. It is a political and economic union of states that are located primarily in 

Europe 

2. All the member states of European Union use EURO as their official 

currency 

 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



A 

 

• Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy made an announcement about 

signing an application seeking membership of the European Union. 

 

• The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 27 member 

states that are located primarily in Europe. 

 

• The union and EU citizenship were established when the Maastricht 

Treaty came into force in 1993. 

 

• 8 EU members (Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Hungary, 

Poland, Romania, Sweden,) do not use the euro. 



576. Recently, the resolution titled ‘Aggression Against Ukraine’ was adopted by: 
 
 

a) European Union 
b) United Nations Security Council 
c) United Nations General Assembly 
d) United Nations Human Rights Council 



• C 
 

• The 193-member UN General Assembly adopted a resolution strongly 

deploring Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, just days after Russia 

vetoed a similar resolution on the increasing crisis between the two 

countries in the Security Council. 

 

• The United Nations General Assembly voted to reaffirm its support to 

Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity within 

internationally recognized borders, unity, and strongly deplored Russia’s 

aggression against Ukraine. 

 



 
• The resolution titled ‘Aggression Against Ukraine’, was co-sponsored by 

around 100 UN member states including Canada, Afghanistan, Germany, 

France, Kuwait, Ireland, Turkey, Singapore, the United Kingdom, Ukraine, 

and the United States. 

 

 

• With 141 votes in favour, 35 abstentions, and five voting against it, the 

resolution was adopted. 

 



577. The Montreux Convention Regarding the Straits Regime is 

an international treaty that governs: 

1. Bosporus Strait 

2. Dardanelles Strait 

3. Strait of Gibraltar 

4. Dover Strait 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 3 and 4 

d) 1 and 4 

 



• A 

 

• Recently, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Ukrainian government 

requested that Turkey use its authority under the Montreux Convention to restrict 

Russian vessels’ movement from the Mediterranean to the Black Sea. 

 

• The Montreux Convention Regarding the Straits Regime, or simply the Montreux 

Convention, is an international treaty that governs Turkey’s Bosporus and 

Dardanelles Straits. 

 

• It was signed on July 20, 1936, in the Montreux Palace in Switzerland, and took 

effect on November 9, 1936. 

 

• This convention was signed to address the long-running Straits Question of who 

should manage the strategically important route between the Black and 

Mediterranean Seas. 



• Dardanelles Strait 

• Connects: Marmara Sea and 

Agean Sea 

• Location: Turkey 

 

 

• Bosporous Strait    

• Connects: Black Sea and 

Marmara Sea 

• Location: Turkey 



578. Recently, a team of geologists have discovered a crater 

named “Yilan Crater” in: 
 

a) Indonesia 

b) Japan 

c) China 

d) Myanmar 

 



C 

 

• Recently, a team of geologists have discovered a crater named 

“Yilan Crater”, in northwest of Yilan in Heilongjiang Province of 

China. 

• Prior to 2020, only one impact crater “Xiuyan Crater” was 
discovered in Liaoning province, despite China’s large land 
area. 

• Then, in 2021, Yilan crater was discovered in heavily forested 

Lesser Xing’an mountain range.  

• The local residents knew it as “Quanshan,” or “circular 
mountain ridge.” 



579.Recently, International Monsoons Project Office has been 

launched. It is based in: 

 

a) India 

b) Australia 

c) USA 

d) Kenya 



a 

• On the occasion of National Science Day 2022, the government has 

launched an International Monsoons Project Office. It was launched by Dr 

Jitendra Singh, MoS (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Earth 

Sciences; PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy 

and Space. 

• Initially for five years, the International Monsoons Project Office (IMPO) 

will be based at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) in Pune. 

• The IMPO was set up to highlight the importance of monsoons for the 

economy of the nation. 

• Under the leadership of the World Climate Research Programme and the 

World Weather Research Programme, IMPO would identify and foster as 

well as include connections and activities which will be related to 

international monsoon research. 



580. Consider the following statements with regard to the 

relations between India and Belgium 

 

1. Recently India and Belgium celebrated 75 years of diplomatic 

relations 

2. A special logo peacock was unveiled to commemorate the 

bilateral relations 

 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 



C 

• Recently, a special logo was unveiled to commemorate 75 years of 

diplomatic relations between India and Belgium. 

 

• The logo was released by Belgian ambassador in India Francois 

Delhaye and Sandeep Chakravorty who is the Joint Secretary and 

Head of Europe West Division, Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). 

 

• Belgium was among first European countries to set up a bilateral 

relation with India. 

 



• The logo is a peacock, India’s national bird. National flags of both 

the national, have also been symbolised on either side of peacock. 

 

 

• India and Belgium share a strong trading links. India is the second 

largest importer of and fifth largest exporter to Belgian products. 

 

 

• There are several Indian diamond merchants from Rajasthan and 

Gujarat in Antwerp. 
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