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Q1. The Communal Award - a scheme of representation 

of the minorities is introduced by: 

 

a) Morley-Minto Reforms 

b) Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 

c) Government of India Act of 1935 

d) None of the above 

 



Answer: d 

Difficulty Level: Easy 

Source: Indian Polity- M Laxmikanth – Chapter -1 Historical 

Background 

 

Explanation: 

• In August 1932, Ramsay MacDonald, the British Prime Minister, 

announced a scheme of representation of the minorities, which 

came to be known as the Communal Award. 



• The award not only continued separate electorates for the 

Muslims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and 

Europeans but alsoextended it to the depressed classes 

(Scheduled Castes).  

 

 Gandhiji was distressed over this extension of the principle of 

communal representation to the depressed classes and undertook 

fast unto death in Yerawada Jail (Poona)to get the award 

modified.  

  



 At last, there  was an agreement between the leaders of 

the Congress and the depressed  classes. 

 

 

The agreement, known as Poona Pact, retained the Hindu 

joint electorate and gave reserved seats to the depressed 

classes 

  

 



 Q2. Which of the following is/are the function(s) of the Constitution? 

1. to provide a set of basic rules that allow for minimal coordination 

amongst members of a society 

2. To specify who has the power to make decisions in a society 

3. to set some limits on what a government can impose onits citizens 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 Only 

c) 2 and 3 Only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 



Answer: d 

Difficulty Level: Easy 

Source: NCERT – Indian Constitution At Work (Chapter 1- 

Constitution- Why and How?) 

 

Explanation:  

• Constitution has certain functions as follows: 

• The first function of a constitution is to provide a set of basic rules that 

allow for minimal coordination amongst members of a society. 



• The second function of a constitution is to specify who has the power 

to make decisions in a society. It decides how the government will be 

constituted. 

 

• The third function of a constitution is to set some limits on what a 

government can impose on its citizens. These limits are fundamental 

in the sense that government may never trespass them. 

 

• The fourth function of a constitution is to enable the government to 

fulfil the aspirations of a societyand create conditions for a just 

society. 



 Q3. Indian Constitution gives which of the following identity to its 

people? 

1. Political Identity 

2. Moral Identity 

3. Ethnic Identity 

 Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below? 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 Only 

c) 2 and 3 Only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



Answer: b 

Difficulty Level: Moderate 

Source: NCERT–Indian Constitution At Work (Chapter 1-

Constitution -  Why and How?) (Page No. 8 and 9) 

Explanation:  

• Political Identity: One has many setso f identities that exist prior to 

a constitution. But by agreeing to certain basic norms and principles 

one constitutes one’s basic political identity. 



• Moral Identity: The constitution sets authoritative constraints upon 

what one may or may not do. It defines the fundamental values that 

we may not trespass. So, the constitution also gives one a moral identity. 

 

• National Identity: Different nations embody different conceptions of what 

the relationship between the different regions of a nation and the central 

government should be. This relationship constitutes the national identity of a 

country. 

 



4. Which of the following statements is INCORRECT about 

Democracy? 

a) Democratic country rulers, elected by the people, take all the 

major decisions 

b) A democratic government rules within limits set by constitutional 

law and citizens’ rights 

c) Popular governments are always democratic  

d) Elections offer a choice and fair opportunity to the people 

tochange the current rulers 



Answer: c 

Difficulty Level: Easy 

Source: NCERT – Democratic Politics – Class IX (Chapter-1 - What 

is Democracy? Why Democracy?) (Page No. 8) 

Explanation:  

Statement c: Popular governments can be undemocratic. Popular 

leaders can be autocratic. For e.g. North Korea 

Definition: Democracy is a form of government in which the rulers 

areelected by the people.  



Democracy is a form of government in which:< 

• Rulers elected by the people take all the major decisions; 

• Elections offer a choice and fair opportunity to the people tochange 

the current rulers; 

• This choice and opportunity is available to all the people on an equal 

basis;  

• The exercise of this choice leads to a government limited by 

basicrules of the constitution and citizens’ rights. 

 



Q5. What can be the negative consequences of the Democratic 

Government? 

1. It may lead to instability in a country 

2. There is no scope for morality 

3. It degrades the quality of decision-making 

4. It leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition 

 Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1, 3 and 4 

b) 1, 2 and 4 

c) 2, 3 and 4 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



Answer: b 

Difficulty Level: Easy (Elimination Technique) 

Source: NCERT – Democratic Politics – Class IX (Chapter-1 - 

What is Democracy? Why Democracy?) (Page No. 10) 

Explanation: 

Arguments against Democracy: 

• Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability. 

• Democracy is all about political competition and power play. There 

is no scope for morality. 



• So many people have to beconsulted in a democracy that it leads to 

delays. 

• Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people. It leads to 

bad decisions. 

• Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition. 

Ordinary people don’t know what is good for them; they should not 

decide anything. 



Arguments for Democracy: 

• Democracy provides a method to deal with differencesand conflicts.  

• A democratic government is a better government because it is amore 

accountable form of government. 

• Statement 3: Democracy improves the quality of decision-

making. 

• It is better than other forms of government because it allows us to 

correct its own mistakes. 



6. The East India Company’s territories in India were for the first 

time called the ‘British possessions in India’ after the enactment 

of: 

a) Regulating Act of 1773 

b) Act of Settlement 1781 

c) Pitt’s Indian Act, 1784 

d) None of the above 



Answer: c  

Difficulty Level: Easy 

Source: Indian Polity- M Laxmikanth – Chapter -1 Historical 

Background 

Explanation: 

Pitt’s India Act of 1784: 

• The act was significant for two reasons:  

• the Company’s territories in India were for the first time called the 

‘British possessions in India’ 

• the British Government was given the supreme controlover 

Company’s affairs and its administration in India 



Features of the Act: 

• It distinguished between the commercial and political functions of the 

Company. 

• It allowed the Court of Directors to manage the commercial affairs, 

but created a new body called Board of Control to manage the 

political affairs. Thus, it established a system of double government. 

• It empowered the Board of Control to supervise and direct all 

operations of the civil and military government or revenues of the 

British possessions in India. 



Q7. Consider the following statements with regard to the Charter 

Act of 1813 

1. It provided that the Governor-General of Bengal would also be 

the Commander-in-Chief 

2. It abolished the trade monopoly of the company in India and 

China 

 Select the INCORRECT statement(s) using the codes given 

below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only  

c) Both 1 and 2 



Answer: c 

Difficulty Level: Moderate (2nd statement is easy but 1st needs little bit 

depth knowledge) 

Source: Indian Polity- M Laxmikanth – Chapter -1 Historical Background 

 

• Statement 2: The CharterAct of 1813 abolished the trade monopoly 

of the company in India i.e., the Indiantrade was thrown open to all 

British merchants. However, it continuedthe monopoly of the 

company over trade in tea and trade with China. 



8. “The Act changed the designation of the Governor-General of India 

to that of Viceroy of India. It ended the system of double 

Government by abolishing the Board of Control and Court of 

Directors.” 

 The above statements describes which of the following Act? 

a) Charter Act of 1793 

b) Act for the Good Government of India 

c) Charter Act of 1853 

d) Indian Councils Act of 1861 



Answer: b 

Difficulty Level: Easy 

Source: Indian Polity- M Laxmikanth – Chapter -1 Historical Background 

Explanation:  

Government of India Act of 1858 : 

• The act is also known as the Act for the Good Government of 

India. 

• This significant Act was enacted in the wake of the Revolt of 1857–
alsoknown as the First War of Independence or the ‘sepoy mutiny’.  

• It abolished the East IndiaCompany, and transferred the powers of 

Government, territories andrevenues to the British Crown. 

• Lord Canning, thus, became the first Viceroy of India. 



   Q9. With regard to the ‘portfolio system’, introduced by Lord 

Canning, consider the following statements 

1. Under this, a member of the Viceroy’s council was made in-charge of 

one or more departments of the Government 

2. A member of Viceroy’s council was authorised to issue final orders on 

behalf of the council on matters of his department(s) 

 Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Answer: c 

Difficulty Level: Moderate 

Source: Indian Polity- M Laxmikanth – Chapter -1 Historical 

Background 

Explanation: 

• The ‘portfolio’ system, introduced by Lord Canning in1859. It was 

recognized under Indian Councils Act of 1861. 

• Under this, a member of the Viceroy’s council was made in-charge of 

one or more departments of the Government and was authorised to 

issue final orders on behalf of the council on matters of his 

department(s). 



Q10. Which of the following Acts introduced bicameralism in the 

Provinces? 

a) Indian Councils Act of 1861 

b) Indian Councils Act of 1892 

c) Indian Councils Act of 1909 

d) None of the above 



Answer: d 

Difficulty Level: Easy 

Source: Indian Polity- M Laxmikanth – Chapter -1 Historical 

Background 

Explanation: 

Government of India Act of 1935: 

• It abolished dyarchyin the provinces and introduced ‘provincialautonomy’ 

in its place. 

• It provided for the adoption of dyarchy at the Centre. 

• It introduced bicameralism in six out of eleven provinces. Thus, the 

legislatures of Bengal, Bombay, Madras, Bihar, Assam and the United Provinces 

were made bicameral consisting of a legislative council(upper house) and a 
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