
After Diamonds, Europe 

needs Gas from Africa 





INTRODUCTION 



As the world’s 3rd largest oil producer (US 

$11.3 billion barrels per day) and 2nd largest 

exporter and producer of liquified natural 

gas (LNG), Russia supplies nearly a sixth of 

the global oil and gas supply 

Europe is heavily dependent on 

Russia for its oil and gas supplies 



The European Union (EU) in 2021 bought 155 billion cubic 

meters (bcm) of Russian gas, accounting for 45 % of the EU’s gas 
imports and around 40 % of its total gas consumption. 

According to the International 

Energy Agency (IEA) 



Germany alone imports 

nearly 5,55,000 barrels of 

Russian oil per day. 



This was the exact reason 

why few days back India’s 
EAM made this comment 



The IEA estimates that Kremlin is earning around US $20 

billion each month in 2022 from the combined sales of crude and 

products despite facing sanctions and boycotts from the West. 



Chamber of opportunities 

for Africa 



1) Rising oil prices 

The rapid rise in oil and gas prices is leading opportunity 

for Africa’s energy powerhouses as Europe’s desire to 
end its dependence on Russian hydrocarbon 





2) Resources rich 

Upon these , Countries such as 

Nigeria, Angola, and Senegal, 

offer largely untapped 

potential for LNG. 



3) Viable Alternative 

May tempt European 

leaders to look southwards. 

continent’s 
vast fossil fuel 

reserves 

its proximity to 

Europe 
its growing 

LNG market 



4) Traditional 

Suppliers 

African countries already have 

existing pipelines connected 

with the wider European gas 

grid across the Mediterranean 



Current pipeline exports from 

the continent to Europe run 

through Algeria into Spain 

and from Libya into Italy. 

 Operationalizing new 

pipelines will take some time. 



5) Paving way for 

New Deals 

Recently (April 2022) Italy became the 

world’s 8th  largest economy, was moving to 

strike new deals with Angola and the 

Republic of Congo for natural gas supplies to 

compensate for its cuts on Russian imports. 



The MoU, signed in Luanda by Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio and 

Ecological Transition Minister Roberto Cingolani, establishes the protocols 

for natural gas trade between the two nations for years to come. 





Oil and gas 

pipelines in Africa 



As the conflict in Ukraine 

rages on, European gas 

prices have soared 

Russia has already halted 

and cut off gas supplies to 

countries like Poland, 

Bulgaria, and Finland 

over the energy payments 

dispute. 



This has led Europe to search for contingency 

energy supplies, and Africa, has emerged as the 

natural choice to replace Russian oil and gas.  

As of 2021, Africa’s crude oil reserves 
amounted to 125.3 billion barrels, while natural 

gas reserves stood at 625 trillion cubic feet. 





There are several ongoing and upcoming oil and gas 

projects in Africa. Some of the major projects are; 



Trans-Saharan gas 

pipeline (NIGAL) 

• 4,401 km from Nigeria to Algeria 

(natural gas pipeline) 

 

• Proposed in the 1970s but no progress 

was made until 2002 

 

• Estimated Cost - US $13 billion 

 

• Annual capacity of the pipeline - 30 

billion cubic meters. 



Nigeria-Morocco gas 

pipeline (NMGP) 

• 5,560 km pipeline to connect many West African 

countries to Europe 

 

• Intended to deliver Nigeria’s natural gas 

resources to 13 countries in the West and North 

Africa as a continuation of the existing West 

Africa Gas Pipeline (WAGP) between Nigeria, 

Benin, Ghana, and Togo 

 

• The OPEC Fund for International Development is 

set to contribute US $14.3 million to fund the 

second phase of the project 

WAGP 



Medgaz pipeline project 

• 210 km subsea pipeline 

between Beni Saf in Algeria 

and Almeria in Spain 

 

• Annual capacity - 8 billion 

cubic metres 



Trans-Mediterranean 

pipeline (TRANSMED) 

• 2,475 km - from Algeria to Italy via 

Tunisia and Sicily 

 

• Estimated Cost - US $6.25 billion  

 

• Annual capacity - 33.5 billion 

cubic metres   



Tanzania Liquified 

Natural Gas Project 

• A.k.a Likong’o-Mchinga Liquified 

Natural Gas Project 

 

• Tanzania has a proven natural gas 

reserve of 57tcf with a further 29.5 

trillion cubic feet located far offshore.  

 

• Estimated Cost - US$30 billion 

 

• Annual capacity - 10 million tonnes 

per annum 

 

• Starts- 2022…Ends- 2028 



Rovuma LNG Liquefaction Plant 

• The US $30-billion Rovuma LNG Terminal in 

northern Mozambique is based on 3 gas 

reservoirs in Area 4 block of the Rovuma 

Basin 

 

• Capacity at present- 85tcf of natural gas 

 

• Capacity after construction - 15.2 million 

tons of LNG per year 



Challenges 



1) Lack of Investment  

• Hampers the energy industry, 

especially in sub-Saharan Africa 

 

• Africa’s natural gas reserves 
difficult to export 

 

• Not enough pipelines 

 

• No adequate storage and 

processing facilities 

Need for significant uptake in 

investments in African gas and 

infrastructure by financial 

institutions, energy companies, 

and European countries. 



2) Lack of Ensuring the 

security of energy supplies 

Most of the energy exported from 

sub-Saharan Africa would need to 

pass through the Sahelian region. 



The region faces multiple political, 

social, economic, and security 

challenges, which are exacerbated 

by terrorism, violent extremism, 

and communal violence. 



• For the EU, reducing reliance on Russian gas is not going to be an 

easy task.  

 

• However, if the capital necessary to build Africa’s gas 
infrastructure is accrued and the security of energy supplies 

from the continent is ensured, Africa has the potential to 

reduce Europe’s energy dependence on Russia. 



Q ) Which of the following is not 

tribal community of Africa? 

 

A. Zulu 

B. Maasai 

C. San Bushmen 

D. Lepcha 



Ans: D 

 

Explanation: There are 3000 distinct ethnic groups, 

2000 languages. Zulu, Maasai, San Bushmen, Yoruba, 

Xhona, Hausa, Himba, Oromo, Kalenjin, and Chaga are 

the most popular tribes of Africa. Lepcha tribes are 

found in the India. Hence, D is the correct option. 



QUESTION 




