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 Transaction of Business 

 The executive works under the 

Government of India Transaction of 

Business Rules, 1961. These Rules 

emerge out of Article 77(3) of the 

Constitution, which states: “The President 
shall make rules for the more convenient 

transaction of the business of the 

Government of India, and for the allocation 

among Ministers of the said business.” The 
Rules mandate the minister-in-charge of a 

department (ministry) to dispose of “all 
business allotted to a department under” 
him or her 



 However, “when the subject of a case 
concerns more than one department”, no 
decision can be taken “until all such 
departments have concurred, or, failing such 

concurrence, a decision thereon has been 

taken by or under the authority of the 

Cabinet”. 

 The Prime Minister constitutes Standing 

Committees of the Cabinet and sets out the 

specific functions assigned to them. He can 

add or reduce the number of committees. 

 Ad hoc committees of ministers, including 

Groups of Ministers, may be appointed by the 

Cabinet or by the Prime Minister for specific 



FEATURES OF 
CABINET 
COMMITTEES 

 The following are the features of Cabinet Committees:  

 1. They are extra-constitutional in emergence. In other 

words, they are not mentioned in the Constitution. 

However, the Rules of Business provide for their 

establishment.  

 2. They are of two types–standing and ad hoc. The 

former are of a permanent nature while the latter are of 

a temporary nature. The ad hoc committees are 

constituted from time to time to deal with special 

problems. They are disbanded after their task is 

completed. 

  3. They are set up by the Prime Minister according to 

the exigencies of the time and requirements of the 

situation. Hence, their number, nomenclature, and 

composition varies from time to time.  



 4. Their membership varies from three to eight. They usually include 

only Cabinet Ministers. However, the non-cabinet Ministers are not 

debarred from their membership.  

 5. They not only include the Ministers in charge of subjects covered 

by them but also include other senior Ministers.  

 6. They are mostly headed by the Prime Minister. Some times other 

Cabinet Ministers, particularly the Home Minister or the Finance 

Minister, also acts as their Chairman. But, in case the Prime Minister 

is a member of a committee, he invariably presides over it.  

 7. They not only sort out issues and formulate proposals for the 

consideration of the Cabinet, but also take decisions. However, the 

Cabinet can review their decisions.  

 8. They are an organisational device to reduce the enormous 

workload of the Cabinet. They also facilitate in-depth examination of 

policy issues and effective coordination. They are based on the 

principles of division of labour and effective delegation 



 Cabinet Committees are 

extra-constitutional. There 

are two types of cabinet 

committees- standing and ad-

hoc. Standing cabinet 

committees are permanent 

whereas ad-hoc cabinet 

committees are temporary 

and deals with special issues 



At present (2019), the following 8 Cabinet 
Committees are functional:  

1. Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs  

2. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs  

3. Appointments Committee of the Cabinet  

4. Cabinet Committee on Security  

5. Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs  

6. Cabinet Committee on Accommodation 

7 Cabinet Committee on Investment and Growth  

8. Cabinet Committee on Employment and Skill 
Developmen 



  Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs 

  

 The committee is headed by the Prime Minister. Cabinet 

ministers of various ministries are its members. Its 

important functions are: 

  

 (i) To deal with problems relating to Centre-State relations 

  

 (ii) To consider economic and political issues which have 

to be judged with a wider perspective 

 (iii) To deal with policy matters concerning foreign affairs 

which do not have external or internal security 

implications 



 Cabinet Committee on Security 

 The Prime Minister is the head of this committee. Cabinet ministers 

of Finance, Defense, Home Affairs and External Affairs are its 

members. 

  

 The important functions of the committee are: 

(i) To deal with all Defence related issues 

(ii) To deal with issues relating to law and order, and internal security 

(iii) To deal with policy matters concerning foreign affairs on security 

related issues 

(iv) To deal with economic and political issues impinging on national 

security 

(v) To review the manpower requirements relating to national security 

(vi) To consider all matters relating to atomic energy 



 FUNCTIONS OF CABINET COMMITTEES  

 The following four are the more important cabinet committees:  

 1. The Political Affairs Committee deals with all policy matters 

pertaining to domestic and foreign affairs.  

 2. The Economic Affairs Committee directs and coordinates the 

governmental activities in the economic sphere.  

 3. Appointments Committee decides all higher level appointments 

in the Central Secretariat, Public Enterprises, Banks and Financial 

Institutions.  

 4. Parliamentary Affairs Committee looks after the progress of 

government business in the Parliament. The first three committees 

are chaired by the Prime Minister and the last one by the Home 

Minister. Of all the Cabinet Committees, the most powerful is the 

Political Affairs Committee, often described as a “Super-Cabinet” 



GROUPS OF 
MINISTERS 

 In addition to cabinet committees, several Groups of 

Ministers (GoMs) are constituted to look into different 

issues / subjects. Some of these GoMs are 

empowered to take decisions on behalf of the Cabinet 

whereas the others make recommendations to the 

Cabinet. 

 2 The institution of GoMs has become a viable and 

effective instrument of coordination among the 

ministries. These are ad hoc bodies formed to give 

recommendations to the cabinet on certain emergent 

issues and critical problem areas. Ministers heading 

the concerned ministries are inducted into the 

relevant GoMs and when the advice is crystallised 

they are disbanded 




