






MCQ 1

1. Templeton Prize is considered the nobel of mathematics

2. Brazilian physicist and astronomer Marcelo Gleiser has been 
awarded the 2019 Templeton Prize

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 2

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has announced 
the introduction of

1. Artificial Intelligence (AI)

2. Big data analytics

3. Early Childhood Care Education (ECCE)

(A) 1 & 2

(B) 2 & 3

(C) 1 & 3

(D) All 



MCQ 3

1. Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Rome, 
endorsing the global infrastructure-building scheme of China

2. USA has problems with it as Italy is a permanent member of security 
council at UN

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 4

1. The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) backed by the 
US has defeated the Daesh [ISIS] by capturing the final shred of 
the territory of Baghouz in Syria

2. US has played an important role in establishing Bashar al asad’s
regime again in Syria by supporting its forces

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 5

1. World Meteorological Day 2019 was observed on March 23 
with the theme “The Sun, the Earth and the weather”

2. the Convention establishing the World Meteorological 
Organization on 23 March 1988 was brought by UNEP & IPCC.

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 6

Arrange cities on world map from North to south direction 

1. Sofia

2. Belgrade

3. Istanbul

4. Izmir

(A) 1,2,3,4

(B) 2,1,3,4

(C) 3,4,1,2

(D) 2,3,4,1





MCQ 7

Arrange north to south

1. Black sea

2. Aegean sea

3. Carribean sea

4. Banda sea

(A) 1,2,3,4

(B) 2,1,3,4

(C) 4,3,2,1

(D) 4,2,3,1





Vocabulary

• Bete Noire

• Maim

• Alacrity

• Hoard

• Complacent

• Manoeuvre

• Conflate  





Barring arms
In banning semi-automatic guns, New Zealand has set an example for 

other countries

• Just days after a terrorist attacked two mosques in Christchurch, gunning dead 
50 worshippers and injuring dozens in a hail of bullets, New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern announced a ban on military style semi-automatics 
(MSSA) and assault rifles. The terrorist, a self-avowed white-supremacist, had 
wielded more than one semi-automatic weapon during his murderous 
assault, heightening the lethality of the attack. “On 15 March our history 
changed forever. Now, our laws will too,” Ms. Ardern said, explaining that the 
changes to the gun laws were aimed at making the country a safer place. That 
it took the lives of 50 people for New Zealand to tighten its gun laws is tragic, 
but the alacrity with which Ms. Ardern reacted in imposing the ban on MSSA 
and assault rifles has deservedly won her global acclaim. While New 
Zealanders don’t enjoy a constitutional right to bear arms — like the U.S. 
Second Amendment protection — the island nation of just under five million 
people has traditionally had a high level of gun ownership, with estimates 
putting the figure upwards of 1.2 million firearms. In a clear reflection of the 
national mood and the readiness of the political class to take rapid and 
resolute action against the deadly weapons, the government won bipartisan 
agreement ahead of the ban, and the Opposition National Party leader 
endorsed it. New Zealand joins its neighbour across the Tasman Sea, 
Australia, in outlawing semi-automatics.



• In Australia’s case too, the 1996 National Firearms 
Agreement and buyback programme followed a deadly 
massacre in Tasmania’s Port Arthur earlier that year. A 
lone gunman had used a semi-automatic rifle to shoot 
and kill 35 people, and wound 18 others, in a rampage 
across multiple locations in the popular tourist area. The 
fact that MSSA are almost twice as deadly in killing and 
maiming victims at the far end of a violent shooter’s 
sights was affirmed by a study published last September 
in The Journal of the American Medical Association. The 
researchers found that given their ease of use, capacity to 
accept large magazines and fire high-velocity bullets, the 
semi-automatics were significantly more lethal. Both 
nations, however, allow licensed ownership of firearms, 
especially by farmers who need them for “pest control 
and animal welfare”, and Ms. Ardern has now vowed to 
move on tightening the licensing rules in New Zealand. 
That the terrorist, an Australian, chose Christchurch to 
carry out his rampage shows Canberra’s strict licensing 
and registration norms have had a deterrent effect. It 
should be a prompt for the U.S. to proactively move to 
tighten its gun laws, before more innocent lives are lost in 
preventable mass shootings.



A bridge to nowhere
Poor people are running from pillar to post as the Aadhaar payment 

bridge routinely obstructs their welfare benefits

• Perhaps you will remember “l’affaire Airtel” — the mass diversion of 
LPG subsidies to Airtel wallets that came to light in 2017. Many of 
the wallets were unwanted, or even unknown to the recipients. 
Those affected, fortunately, included millions of middle-class Airtel 
customers who protested when the goof-up emerged. The subsidy 
money was returned, Airtel was fined by the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI), and the world moved on.

• This is an instance of what might be called “diverted payments” —
bank payments being redirected to a wrong account, without the 
recipient’s consent or knowledge. What has escaped attention is that 
diverted payments have become a widespread problem in recent 
years, not so much for the middle class as for powerless people such 
as old-age pensioners and Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) workers. The main culprit is 
the Aadhaar Payment Bridge System (APBS).



• Shaky foundations

• The basic idea of the APBS, an offspring of the National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), is that a person’s Aadhaar 
number becomes her financial address. Instead of having to 
provide multiple account details (say, her name, bank account 
number and IFSC code) to receive a bank transfer, she only has to 
provide her Aadhaar number.

• Induction of a bank account into APBS involves two distinct steps, 
both of which are meant to be based on informed consent. First, 
the account must be “seeded” with the customer’s Aadhaar 
number. Second, it must be connected to the NPCI mapper — a 
step known as “mapping”. In cases of multiple accounts for the 
same person, the APBS automatically sends money to the latest-
mapped account.

• To understand the dangers of this “bridge”, we must rewind to 
2014, when the Jan Dhan Yojana (JDY) was launched. In the frantic 
drive that followed, millions of bank accounts were opened and 
seeded with Aadhaar in a haphazard manner, under relentless 
pressure from the Central government. Some JDY accounts 
certainly served a purpose, but many others were superfluous 
and created a confusing multiplicity of accounts. More 
importantly for our purpose, Aadhaar numbers were seeded into 
these accounts without proper verification.



• Given short shrift

• Haphazard seeding continued well beyond 2014 because the 
government wanted to bring all direct benefit transfer (DBT) 
payments — pensions, scholarships, subsidies, MGNREGA wages, 
and so on — under the Aadhaar payments umbrella. Government 
departments started sending bulk lists of bank accounts and 
Aadhaar numbers to the banks for accelerated Aadhaar seeding. 
Meeting the seeding targets was the top priority and due 
verification, once again, took the back seat.

• Thus the groundwork required for APBS to work — reliable seeding 
of bank accounts with Aadhaar — had simply not been done when 
the APBS was rolled out. The seeding mess, it seems, was sought 
to be cleaned up by making “e-KYC” compulsory. This essentially 
means that account holders were required to go through biometric 
authentication to verify their Aadhaar number and identity 
information. To enforce e-KYC, many banks used the “ultimatum 
method”: a deadline was set, and people’s accounts were blocked 
when they missed the deadline.

• Compulsory e-KYC became a nightmare for poor people, for a 
number of reasons: some did not know what they were supposed 
to do, others had problems of biometric authentication, others still 
struggled with inconsistencies between the Aadhaar database and 
the bank database. Among the worst victims were old-age 
pensioners. To this day, in Jharkhand, many pensioners are 
struggling to understand why their pension was discontinued after 
e-KYC was made compulsory.

Products 
of NPCI

•National Financial Switch 
(NFS)
•NACH
•Immediate Payment Service 
(IMPS)
•RuPay
•Cheque Truncation System 
(CTS)
•Aadhaar Enabled Payment 
System (AePS)
•Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI)
•*99#
•BHIM
•Bharat Bill Payment System
•Query Service on Aadhaar 
Mapper (*99*99#)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Financial_Switch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Automated_Clearing_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immediate_Payment_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RuPay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheque_Truncation_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unified_Payments_Interface
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NUUP_Services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BHIM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bharat_Bill_Payment_System


• A risky bridge

• So far so bad. But there is worse: without waiting for the seeding mess to 
be cleaned up, the APBS was forced on millions without consent. 
Mapping (the induction of an Aadhaar-seeded account into the APBS), 
according to NCPI and UIDAI guidelines, should be based on an explicit 
request from the customer. This gives a measure of protection to 
educated middle-class customers. It ensures, for instance, that they know 
which account their money is being directed to by the APBS. For poor 
people, however, consent is a fiction. In Jharkhand at least, bank accounts 
have been mass-mapped onto the APBS without any semblance of 
consent, with or without e-KYC being completed — in other words, 
without necessarily verifying that an account has been correctly seeded 
with Aadhaar.

• Recent discussions with local managers of 10 different banks spread across 
Ranchi district revealed that they make no clear distinction between 
seeding and mapping. The two steps are essentially conflated, based on 
default options and symbolic consent — sometimes just a signature on a 
photocopy of the account holder’s Aadhaar card, or below a consent line 
printed in English.

• The result of this premature and coercive imposition of the APBS is that 
diverted payments have become a serious problem in Jharkhand. For 
example, recent victims include Premani Kunwar, an elderly widow in 
Garhwa district who died of hunger on December 1, 2017, two months 
after her pension was diverted by the APBS to someone else’s account.



• Others affected are MGNREGA workers. Already discouraged 
by delays in wage payments, they have to contend now with 
diverted payments and other pathologies of the APBS. A recent 
study of the Indian School of Business (ISB), based on an 
analysis of more than 10 million payments in 2014-18, 
concludes that 38% of all the APBS payments of MGNREGA 
wages in Jharkhand “redirect wages to a completely unrelated 
account”. This study should have set alarm bells ringing, but little 
has been heard of it so far.

• Even if the ISB study’s estimate (38%) is on the higher side, we 
do know from numerous ground reports that MGNREGA 
workers in Jharkhand often have great difficulty tracing or 
withdrawing their wages. For example, hundreds of workers in 
Boram block were mystified, a few years ago, when their wages 
stopped being credited to their Bank of India accounts. 

• It turned out that wages had been redirected by the APBS to 
ICICI accounts that had been opened by business 
correspondents on their behalf without proper intimation. This 
is a precise analogue of the Airtel-wallet mix-up.



• Lack of accountability

• We end with a few overarching remarks. First, diverted payments 
are not the only problem associated with the APBS. There are 
others, discussed elsewhere, such as rejected payments — another 
nightmare for powerless DBT recipients.

• Second, these problems are magnified by a pervasive lack of 
accountability. The ABPS is a very opaque payment system and few 
people have a clear understanding of it. When people have 
problems of diverted or rejected payments, they have no recourse. 
More often than not, they are sent from one office to another. Even 
with the best of intentions, a bank manager may be unable to help 
them. Guidelines for resolving payment problems are conspicuous 
by their absence. Some cases of diverted payments we have 
personally dealt with took days to understand and weeks to resolve.

• Third, none of this seems to perturb the agencies that are 
promoting the APBS and related financial technologies. Last month, 
we tried to draw the attention of the NPCI and the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to some of these issues. They gave us a patient hearing 
but their response was far from reassuring. Nobody seems to be 
responsible for monitoring the sort of problems we have discussed, 
let alone resolve them. Similarly, nobody appears to be in charge of 
enforcing the consent norms and other “guidelines” issued by the 
NPCI. The RBI may be the nominal regulator, but the real action is at 
the NPCI, the UIDAI and other strongholds of the Aadhaar lobby.



The UIDAI did take cosmetic damage control measures from time 
to time in the last two years. Judging from Jharkhand’s experience, 
however, the pathologies of the APBS continue to cause havoc on 
the ground. 

An independent and participatory review of the system is long 
overdue.



NPCI

• Founded in 2008, the NPCI is a not-for-profit organisation registered 
under section 8 of the Companies Act 2013.

• The organisation is owned by a consortium of major banks, and has been 
promoted by the country's central bank, the Reserve Bank of India. 

• The NPCI was incorporated in December 2008 and the Certificate of 
Commencement of Business was issued in April 2009.

• The authorised capital has been pegged at ₹3 billion(US$42 million) and 
paid-up capital is ₹1 billion (US$14 million).

• Presently, there are ten core promoter banks (State Bank of India, Punjab 
National Bank, Canara Bank, Bank of Baroda, Union Bank of India, Bank of 
India, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Citibank and HSBC). 

• The Board consists of Biswamohan Mahapatra as the Non Executive 
Chairman, Nominees from Reserve Bank of India and Nominees from ten 
core promoter banks.

• Dilip Asbe is the current managing director and chief executive officer of 
the

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Companies_Act_2013
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reserve_Bank_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Bank_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab_National_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canara_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_Baroda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Bank_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ICICI_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HDFC_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citibank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HSBC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reserve_Bank_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dilip_Asbe&action=edit&redlink=1








MCQ 1

1. The Global Fund is an international financing organization that aims to 
“attract, leverage and invest additional resources to end the 
epidemics of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis ,malaria and other tropical 
diseases to support attainment of the Sustainable Development 
Goals established by the United Nations.”

2. Its administration is under WHO

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only  2

(C) Both 

(D) None 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financing


MCQ 2

11-beta-methyl-19-nortestosterone dodecylcarbonate is a

A. Cancer causing agent

B. An important hormone in females during menopause

C. Male contraceptive

D. None 



MCQ 3

1. Sharda Peeth is an abandoned buddhist temple and ancient 
centre of learning

2. Goddess Sharada is the Kuldevi of Kashmiri pandits.

3. It is in Pakistan

Choose correct

(A) All 

(B) 1 & 2

(C) Only 2

(D)2 & 3 



MCQ 4

1. The delivery of all chinooks will be completed by September 2022

2. Only limitation with Chinook helicopters is that they can’t carry 
out military operations during the night

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only  2

(C) Both 

(D)None 



MCQ 5

1. The Global Energy Transition index 2019 report has been released 
by IEA

2. Among the Asian Countries, Sri Lanka is ranked highest at 31st

3. India is the only BRICS country to improve its rank since last year.

Choose correct

(A) Only 3

(B) Only 2

(C) 1 & 3

(D)All 



MCQ 6

Countries located east to Prime meridian 
1. Portugal 
2. Mauritania 
3. Morocco 
4. Chad 
Choose correct
(A) 1,2,3
(B) 2 & 4
(C) 3 & 4
(D) 4 only 



Thank you all !
https://www.facebook.com/amit.saini.3551380


