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   Hi, I am Gaurav Ranjan. I belong from Jamalpura,Bihar. I am an 
   electronics engineer and a 2016 passout. I graduated from Cochin 
   Institute of Science and Technology, Kerala. After that I was placed in 
   TCS and still working there.

   Coaching classes are not important if our basics are strong
   During Interview, The panel looks into your awareness. Be very 
   well prepared in Current A�airs section, Banking News, about 
   your Hometown and home state.
   Be con�dent.

TOPPERS’ TALKTOPPERS’ TALK
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About me

   I had an inclination towards Government sector since my college 
   days. But, I wanted to explore opportunities of Private Sector that 
   suits me. I worked for 2 yrs in TCS which is great company. But, my 
   passion lies towards working with a government sector. 
   Government sector has many bene�ts. I am fond of interacting with 
   people. Banking provides me that platform. Government sector 
   provides us a good salary package and job security.

Why do I want to join the government sector?    Remain focused towards your goal and do not get distracted 
   with other exams. SSC and Banking require di�erent  approach 
   so they should not be mixed up. 
   At last, I would say, do not lose patience. Prepare very well for 
   GA as it is the game changer in every exam.
   Lastly, I want to thank the Study IQ team for giving me a 
   platform to express my views and thoughts.

Last words

   I started preparing basics in college. Later, I started utilizing my 
   commuting time. I used to read newspapers or watch online videos 
   from StudyIQ. In the lunch time, I used to analyze mock tests. After 
   returning from job, I used to study for 2 to 3 hrs solving mock tests or 
   working on my weak sections. 

How I started my preparation?

   There are three stages of a banking exam. Stage 1 is prelims and 
   stage 2 is mains followed by an interview for the post of PO.
   For prelims, Go with 1-2 mocks daily, and do not forget to analyze 
   them. This is the most important thing to crack any exam. Solve 
   maximum number of quizzes which will help increase your speed 
   that is necessary to qualify prelims, as accuracy and speed plays an 
   important role in prelims exams. 
   For Maths, I went for mock tests and analyzed the questions. I tried 
   to improve my speed through all this.
   For Reasoning, I solved 4-5 puzzles daily of all levels and all topics. 
   For English, I used Arihant English Grammar Book and followed 
   Newspapers like The Hindu on daily basis and also follow blogs
   For mains, I took Mock Tests. I focused on Quantitative Aptitutde and 
   Data Interpretation. I took help of YouTube and started revising my 
   concepts. I focused on increasing my speed. I solved high level 
   puzzles to get the feeling of Mains exam level. I focused a lot on 
   descriptive test. It should not be neglected. I used to watch Prashant 
   Dhawan Videos for descriptive test. 
   For Current A�airs, I referred Gaurav Sir’s Videos and Unacacdemy 
   videos.

Structure of the banking exam and some strategies 
followed by me
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What are Para-Jumbles?

Tips to solve Para-jumbles

Paragraph jumbles or as they are fondly called Para-Jumble refers 
to a paragraph wherein the sentences forming it are jumbled. We 
are required to arrange the sentences in a proper manner such 
that they link and form a coherent paragraph.

Guidelines to solve

Read the sentences and try to understand the message of the 
paragraph.
Look for the sentence that clearly introduces a person, place, 
concept or committee and try to identify the opening sentence, 
this will most likely be the opening sentence.
Identify the topic and theme. eg. Topic – In�ation (general); Theme 
–Congress responsible for In�ation (Speci�c).
If the sentences are too lengthy do not waste much time and try to
be vigilant in spotting ‘special words like connectives, articles,
adjectives and pronouns.
Look for crucial clues or linking words, mandatory pairs,
introductory statement or Conclusion statement as discussed
earlier.
Mandatory pair is a set of statements which seem to come one
after the other. Whenever you sense a mandatory pair, just look at
the choices. If only one choice has the pair, that might be the
answer.
Whenever two sentences come one after the other, there is usually
a word which links them. Observe these links then may be able to
arrive at a mandatory pair easily.
Take the help of the options to solve the question.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in
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Introduction – A, An, Nowadays, Beginning.
Conclusion – Clearly, Thus, Therefore, Eventually, Finally.
Comparison Indicators – Similarly, Likewise.
Contrast Indicators – On the one hand, But, Yet, However, 
Nevertheless, Although.
Additional Information Indicators – Also, Additionally.
Sequence Indicators – Firstly, Secondly, Thirdly, Lastly.
Cause and E�ect – Due to, as, since.

Some indicators words

Notes
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Banking 
Terminology
Loss Given Default

The loss given default (LGD) is an important calculation for 
�nancial institutions projecting out their expected losses due to
borrowers defaulting on loans.
The expected loss of a given loan is calculated as the LGD * 
probability of default * exposure at default.
An important �gure for any �nancial institution is the cumulative
amount of expected losses on all outstanding loans.

Repossession

Repossession is the term used to describe the taking back of 
property after a borrower has defaulted on payments. The 
lender either repossesses the collateral or pays a third-party 
service to do so.

Tier I Capital

Tier 1 capital is used to describe the capital adequacy of a bank 
and refers to core capital that includes equity capital and 
disclosed reserves. Equity capital is inclusive of instruments that 
cannot be redeemed at the option of the holder.
Tier 1 capital is essentially the most perfect form of a bank’s 
capital—the money the bank has stored to keep it functioning 
through all the risky transactions it performs, such as trading/in-
vesting and lending.

Tier II Capital

Tier 2 capital is the secondary component of bank capital, 
in addition to Tier 1 capital, that makes up a bank's required 
reserves. Tier 2 Capital is designated as supplementary 
capital and is composed of items such as revaluation 
reserves, undisclosed reserves, hybrid instruments, and 
subordinated term debt.
Tier 2 Capital is considered less reliable than Tier 1 capital 
because it is more di�cult to accurately calculate and is 
composed of assets that are more di�cult to liquidate.

Revaluation reserves are most often used when an asset’s 
market value greatly �uctuates or is volatile due to currency 
relationships.

Revaluation reserve is an accounting term used when a 
company creates a line item on its balance sheet for the 
purpose of maintaining a reserve account tied to certain 
assets. This line item can be used when a revaluation assess-
ment �nds that the carrying value of the asset has changed.

Revaluation Reserves

Leverage results from using borrowed capital as a funding 
source when investing to expand the �rm's asset base and 
generate returns on risk capital.
Leverage is an investment strategy of using borrowed 
money speci�cally, the use of various �nancial instru-
ments or borrowed capital to increase the potential 
return of an investment.
Leverage can also refer to the amount of debt a �rm uses 
to �nance assets. When one refers to a company, property 
or investment as "highly leveraged," it means that item has 
more debt than equity.

Leverage

A deferred tax asset is an asset on a company's balance 
sheet that may be used to reduce its taxable income. 
It can refer to a situation where a business has overpaid 
taxes or taxes paid in advance on its balance sheet.
These taxes are eventually returned to the business in the 
form of tax relief, and the over-payment is, therefore, an asset 
for the company.

Deferred Tax Assets

A hybrid debt instrument is a loan agreement which is 
treated, for the purposes of the Act, as being an equity 
arrangement as opposed to a normal loan arrangement.
When a company owes debt and pays interest on it, the 
company can ordinarily deduct from its taxable income, the 
interest payable on the loan. The creditor receiving the 
interest receives income on which tax is payable.

Hybrid Debt Capital Instruments

Revaluation reserves are most often used when an asset’s 
market value greatly �uctuates or is volatile due to currency 
relationships.

STUDY IQ

Market Stabilization scheme (MSS)

STUDY IQ

Market Stabilization scheme (MSS) is a monetary policy 
intervention by the RBI to withdraw excess liquidity (or 
money supply) by selling government securities in the economy.
The MSS was introduced in April 2004. Main thing about MSS is 
that it is used to withdraw excess liquidity or money from the 
system by selling government bonds.
The MSS was launched to withdraw the excess liquidity in the 
system that was generated as a result of the RBI’s purchase of 
foreign currencies in the foreign exchange market.

Page 3



STUDY IQ

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

MoHUA- Ministry of House & Urban A�airs
PM-JAY- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
FAME- Faster Adoption and Manufacture of (Hybrid and) Electric 
Vehicles
KVIC- Khadi and Village Industries Commission
PMGDISHA- Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan
BSKY- Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana
SWAYAM- Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring 
Minds
RUSA- Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
PMUY- Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
RSBY- Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana

Banking 
Abbreviations

Notes
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Notes

Headquarters of PNB- New 
Delhi Founded- 19 May 1894.

RBI appoints Jai Bhagwan Bhoria as 
administrator for PMC Bank

The Reserve Bank of India has superseded the Board of Punjab and 
Maharashtra Cooperative Bank Limited, Mumbai and appointed 
Jai Bhagwan Bhoria as the bank’s administrator with all powers of 
the board. Jai Bhagwan Bhoria replaces S.Waryam Singh.
RBI had recently increased the amount of withdrawal allowed to 
the depositors of PMC from Rs 1,000 to Rs 10,000 and the 
directives will remain in force for a period of six months.

KS Dhatwalia appointed as PIB’s Principal DG

Senior Indian Information Service o�cer, KS Dhatwalia, has been 
appointed as the Principal Director General of Press Informa-
tion Bureau.
He will succeed Sitanshu Kar and will be the 28th Principal 
Spokesperson of the government.
He has worked in key positions in various Media Units of the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

SS Mallikarjuna Rao appointed MD and CEO 
of Punjab National Bank

SS Mallikarjuna Rao was appointed as the Managing Director 
(MD) and Chief Executive of the Punjab National Bank (PNB).
He is currently serving as chief executive of the Allahabad Bank. He
will replace Sunil Mehta of PNB.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in
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Appointments
and Resignations

The government has appointed economist Surjit Bhalla as 
the executive director of the International Monetary Fund 
for a period of three years.
The post was lying vacant after the death of Dr. Subir 
Gokarn in July.

Surjit S Bhalla appointed as Executive 
Director for India at IMF

The Reserve Bank of India has superseded the Board of 
Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative Bank Limited, 
Mumbai and appointed Jai Bhagwan Bhoria as the bank’s 
administrator with all powers of the board.
The amount of withdrawal from the bank allowed to 
depositors has been increased from one thousand to ten 
thousand rupees.
The RBI’s directives will remain in force for a period of six 
months.

Jai Bhagwan Bhoria appointed as new 
administrator for PMC Bank

The Ministry of External A�airs (MEA) of India was appointed 
Amrit Lugun as the next Ambassador of India to Greece. He 
is an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) O�cer of the 1989 batch. He 
will replace Shamma Jain.

Amrit Lugun appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to Greece
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SBI Chairperson- Rajnish Kumar
Headquarters- Mumbai
 Founded- 1 July 1955.

Governor of RBI- Shaktikanta Das
Headquarters-Mumbai
Founded- 1 April 1935, Kolkata.

SBI becomes first Indian bank to have 
office in Australia’s Victoria

State Bank of India opened its Melbourne o�ce and becoming 
the �rst Indian bank to have a branch in the Australian state of 
Victoria.
The Melbourne o�ce will assist the growing trade and investment 
relations between Victoria and India and is the outcome of the 
state's 10-year India Strategy.

UCO bank launched 3 new digital 
products

RBI rejects Indiabulls Housing & Lakshmi 
Vilas Bank merger deal

RBI reduces repo rate by 25 basis points in 
4th BI-monthly Monetary Policy

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has slashed the policy repo rate 
under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by 25 basis points to 
5.15 % from 5.40% with immediate e�ect. 
The reverse repo rate under the LAF stands reduced to 4.90% , 
and the marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate 
to 5.40%
RBI has also reduced the real GDP growth for 2019-20 from 6.9% 
to 6.1%.

UCO Bank has launched three new digital products called, 
UCash, Digilocker and an app in Kolkata, West Bengal.
UCash enables customers to withdraw money from ATMs 
through mobile banking without using a debit card.
Digilocker aims to eliminate the use of physical 
documents and enables sharing of veri�ed electronic 
documents.
The third product, the new mobile app, integrates four 
existing apps of the bank - UCO Mbanking, UCO UPI, UCO 
Mpassbook and UCO Secure- in a single interface.

The Reserve Bank of India has rejected the proposed 
merger between Lakshmi Vilas and Indiabulls Housing 
Finance.
RBI has rejected the application for voluntary amalgamation 
of Indiabulls Housing Finance Ltd. and Indiabulls Commercial 
Credit Ltd. with the Lakshmi Vilas Bank Ltd.

RBI approves merger of DCBs to form 
‘Kerala Bank’

The Reserve Bank of India has given the approval for the 
merger of district co-operative banks in Kerala. The 
combined entity will be called the 'Kerala Bank'.
Except the Malappuram District Cooperative Bank, all 
district banks had approved the scheme of amalgamation 
proposed by the State government at their respective 
general body meetings.
Now, the government have to complete the stipulations laid 
for merger and submit a compliance report to the apex bank 
before March 31, 2020.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in
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Headquarters- Kolkata, West Bengal.
MD & CEO of UCO Bank-  Atul Kumar Goel

Chairman of Indiabulls Group: Sameer Gehlaut.

Banking and 
Financial 

Awareness
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Moody’s cuts India’s GDP growth forecast to 
5.8% for FY20

ICICI Bank launches new FD scheme 
“FD health”

SBI Card announced the launch of 'SBI Card Pay’ feature 
which allows contactless payment using mobile phones at 
PoS terminals. 
Using SBI Card Pay, customers can make contactless 
payments at near �eld communication (NFC) enabled point 
of sale terminals with just one tap of their mobiles, without 
using the physical credit card or entering any PIN.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

SBI Card 
which 
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Governor of RBI- Shaktikant Das
 Headquarters-  Mumbai
Founded- 1 April 1935, Kolkata.

MD & CEO of ICICI Bank- Sandeep Bakhshi.
Tagline- Hum Hai Na, Khyal Apka.
Headquarters- Mumbai.

Vreedhi Financial Services (VFS) has secured a non-
banking �nance company licence from the Reserve Bank of 
India.
It’s objective is to provide credit and other services to 
micro-enterprises operating in tier two-three cities and small 
towns.
The company will create a digital lending model by the next 
�nancial year.

Vreedhi Financial Services receives an 
NBFC licence from RBI

The Reserve Bank has imposed a penalty of Rs 35 lakh on 
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank for violating norms on frauds 
classi�cation and noti�cation.
It stated that the bank has been penalized for non-
compliance with certain provisions of directions issued by RBI 
on fraud classi�cation and reporting by commercial banks 
and select FIs directions 2016.

RBI Fined Rs 35 lakh penalty on 
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank

Moody, the rating agency has lowered its 2019-20 GDP growth 
forecast for India to 5.8% from 6.2%. 
It stated that the Indian economy is experiencing a pronounced 
slowdown partly due to long-lasting factors.

ICICI Bank has launched a new Fixed Deposit (FD) scheme - FD 
Health.
The scheme o�ers FD with a health bene�t through critical 
illness coverage. Customers will be o�ered a complimentary 
insurance cover of Rs 1 lakh.
FD investors, who are in the age bracket of 18-50 years, get a 
complimentary insurance cover for a year on 33 critical illnesses.
The critical illness cover will be available on Cumulative FDs 
opened for a period of a minimum of 2 years.

India Post launches mobile banking 
facility for savings accounts

India Post launches mobile banking facility for its savings accounts 
customers.  The facility will be available from October 15 for all the 
post o�ce savings account holders of the CBS post o�ces.

SBI Card launches contactless mobile 
phone payments facility

CEO of SBI Card - Hardayal Prasad
Headquarter - Gurugram, Haryana.

Notes
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Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) was established 
in 1988 as a replacement of the Controller of Capital Issues 
(CCI) which was the regulatory authority before SEBI.
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) was �rst implemented in 
France.
GST was �rst implemented in India at Assam.

Notes
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NotesAndhra Pradesh Governor- Biswa Bhusan Harichandan

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh launches 
‘YSR Vahana Mitra’

Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy launched the “YSR 
Vahana Mitra” scheme which provides Rs 10,000 allowance to 
self-employed drivers of autos, taxis and maxi cabs.
The allowance of Rs 10,000 would be given every year and the 
amount will be credited into the bank accounts directly.

AIM NITI Aayog & UNDP India launches 
Youth Co:Lab

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog and United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) India jointly launched Youth 
Co:Lab.
The lab aims at accelerating social entrepreneurship and 
innovation in young India and to recognize young people as 
critical drivers of sustainable development.
Through Youth Co:Lab, young entrepreneurs and innovators will 
get a chance to connect with governments, mentors, incubators 
and investors. They will also get the opportunity to pitch their 
ideas at UNDP’s regional centre in 2020.
The initiative was co-created by UNDP and the Citi Foundation in 
2017. It is operational in 25 countries across the Asia Paci�c region.

AIM NITI Aayog & UNDP India launches 
Youth Co:Lab

Jal Shakti Minister has launched an initiative 'Ganga 
Amantran'. The initiative has been launched to connect with the 
stakeholders of the river.
Ganga Aamantran is the 1st ever e�ort by National Mission for 
Clean Ganga to raft across the entire stretch of the river.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in
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Government
Scheme

It is also the longest ever social campaign undertaken 
through an adventure sporting activity to spread the 
message of River Rejuvenation and Water Conservation on a 
massive scale.

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Harsh 
Vardhan launched Food Safety Mitra Scheme,” Eat Right 
Jacket and Eat Right Jhola”. Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) has introduced the scheme of 
Food Safety Mitra (FSM) through which it plans to engage 
motivated individuals with the food safety ecosystem at 
ground level. 
A Food Safety Mitra Scheme is an individual professional 
certi�ed by FSSAI who assists in compliances related to FSS 
Act, Rules & Regulations with three avatars- Digital Mitra, 
Trainer Mitra and Hygiene Mitra depending upon their 
respective roles and responsibilities.

Govt launches Food Safety Mitra Scheme
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The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 
2019

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2019 was awarded 
jointly to William G. Kaelin Jr, Sir Peter J. Ratcli�e and Gregg L. 
Semenza "for their discoveries of how cells sense and adapt to 
oxygen availability."
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded by the 
Nobel Assembly at Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden.

The Nobel Prize in Physics 2019

“Spirit Of Kerala” wins People’s Choice Award

The Nobel Prize in Physics 2019 was awarded "for contributions 
to our understanding of the evolution of the universe and 
Earth's place in the cosmos" with one half to James Peebles "for 
theoretical discoveries in physical cosmology", the other half 
jointly to Michel Mayor and Didier Queloz "for the discovery of 
an exoplanet orbiting a solar-type star."

Short �lm from Kerala "Spirit of Kerala" has won the People's 
Choice Award at the recently concluded My Rode Reel �lm 
competition. 
The �lm won the honour beating 1,680 entries. The short �lm is 
based on a boat race and directed by Arun Joseph.
My Rode Reel �lm competition is touted as the ‘world’s largest 
short �lm competition’.

Ashleigh Barty has been awarded Australian sport's highest 
individual honour. Barty won "The Don" Award and has 
joined legends like Cathy Freeman and Ian Thorpe in lifting 
the prestigious prize.
Barty was the �rst Australian to win the French Open in 46 
years and is now aiming to become the �rst Australian 
woman to end the season with the No.1 ranking since 
Margaret Court in 1973.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in
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Honours and
Awards

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has decided to 
award the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2019.
The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2019 was awarded jointly to 
John B. Goodenough, M. Stanley Whittingham and Akira 
Yoshino, "for the development of lithium-ion batteries."

The Nobel Prize in Literature 2018 & 2019 announced at 
The Swedish Academy in Stockholm.
The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2018 is awarded to the 
Polish author Olga Tokarczuk. She has been awarded “for a 
narrative imagination that with encyclopedic passion 
represents the crossing of boundaries as a form of life.”
The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2019 is awarded to the 
Austrian author Peter Handke. He has been awarded “for 
an in�uential work that with linguistic ingenuity has 
explored the periphery and the speci�city of human 
experience.”

The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2019

The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the 
Nobel Peace Prize 2019 to Abiy Ahmed Ali "for his e�orts 
to achieve peace and international cooperation, and in 
particular for his decisive initiative to resolve the border 
con�ict with neighbouring Eritrea."
He will receive a full cash prize, valued this year at 9-million 
kronor ($918,000), a gold medal and a diploma.

The Nobel Peace Prize for 2019

The Nobel Prize in Literature 2018 
and 2019

Ashleigh Barty wins ‘The Don’ Award

The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in 
Memory of Alfred Nobel 2019 was awarded jointly to Abhijit 
Banerjee, Esther Du�o and Michael Kremer "for their 
experimental approach to alleviating global poverty."

The Nobel Prize in Economics 2019
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Barcelona captain Leo Messi received his 6th Golden 
Shoe as the top scorer in the European leagues.
Messi won the trophy for a 3rd straight year after scoring 36 
goals, 3 more than his closest challenger, Kylian Mbappe of 
Paris Saint-Germain.
Messi now has two more Golden Shoes than his great rival 
Cristiano Ronaldo. The award was created in 1967 when it 
was won by Eusebio.

Lionel Messi wins 3rd straight Golden 
Shoe as top scorer in European Leagues

The 31st Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration for the 
years 2017 and 2018 awarded to the pioneer of the Chipko 
Movement Chandi Prasad Bhatt on October 31, (the death 
anniversary of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi) for his services 
in promoting and preserving the national integration.

Chandi Prasad Bhatt to get Indira Gandhi 
award for national integration

Margaret Atwood and Bernardine Evaristo have jointly won 
the 2019 Booker Prize after judges �out the rules by declaring 
a tie. 
The Booker rules say the prize must not be divided, but the judges 
insisted they could not separate Atwood’s – ‘The Testament’ and 
‘Girl, Woman, Other’ by Evaristo, who is the �rst black woman to 
win the prestigious award since its creation in 1969.
British Indian novelist Salman Rushdie’s tragicomic ‘Quichotte’ 
was among the six books shortlisted for the prize.

Margaret Atwood and Bernardine Evaristo 
jointly win Booker Prize

The UNESCO Asia-Paci�c Awards for Cultural Heritage 
Conservation awards were announced at a ceremony held in 
Penang, Malaysia. 4 heritage landmarks from India were chosen 
for the UNESCO Asia-Paci�c Awards for Cultural Heritage 
Conservation 2019.
Renewal of Tai Kwun Centre for Heritage and Arts in Hong 
Kong received the Award of Excellence, which is the highest 
award among all categories.

India wins four UNESCO heritage awards

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in
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Heritage landmark   Award category Place  

Flora Fountain Honourable mention Mumbai 

KenesethEliyahoo Synagogue Award of Merit Mumbai 

Our Lady of Glory Church Award of Merit Mumbai 

Vikram Sarabhai Library from 
(IIM) 

Award of Distinction Ahmedabad 

UNESCO President- Audrey Azoulay
Founded- 16 November 1945
Headquarters- Paris, France
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Capital of Tunisia- Tunis
Currency of Tunisia- Tunisian Dinar

President of UNHRC: Coly Seck
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.

Sri Lanka has been removed from the "Grey List" of the 
international terror �nancing watchdog The Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF). 
In October 2016 Sri Lanka was declared a cooperating state 
in 2016 and the FATF put Sri Lanka on a grey list from 
November 2017.

Sri Lanka has removed from FATF’s Grey 
List

Current Prime Minister of Sri Lanka- 
Ranil Wickremesinghe

NotesAntonio Costa re-elected as the PM of 
Portugal

Antonio Costa has been re-elected as the Prime Minister of 
Portugal after winning the general elections.
Antonio Costa, the Socialist leader and incumbent prime minister, 
got the most votes in Portugal’s general election, leaving it poised 
to continue leading the government for another four years.

Kais Saied elected as new President of Tunisia

Kais Saied is elected as the new President of Tunisia after a 
landslide victory in recently concluded Presidential runo�.
He won Tunisia’s Presidential election against his rival Nabil Karoui 
with 71.71% of votes.

United Nation General Assembly Elects 14 
Member States to Human Rights Council

The United National General Assembly has elected 14 new 
member states to the 47-member state to Human Rights Council 
for the 2020-2022 term.
The Assembly elected Armenia, Brazil, Germany, Indonesia, 
Japan, Libya, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Namibia, 
Netherlands, Poland, Republic of Korea, Sudan and Venezuela.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

Sri Lanka has removed from FATF’s Grey 
List

STUDY IQ

International 
Affairs
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Nationwide ‘Paryatan Parv 2019’ to promote 
tourism kicks off

The nationwide ‘Paryatan Parv’, 2019 kicked o� to promote 
tourism in the country.
The aim is to propagate the message of “Dekho Apna Desh” to 
encourage people to visit tourist destinations of the country 
and also spread the message of Tourism for All. 
This year's event is dedicated to 150th birth Anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi.

Tourism Ministry launches App “Audio Odigos” 
for 12 sites of India

Ministry of Tourism Yogendra Tripathi launched the Audio 
Guide facility ‘Audio Odigos’ for 12 sites of India (including Iconic 
Sites).
The launch was made during the ongoing celebrations of nation-
wide ‘Paryatan Parv 2019’. 
An MoU for Gol Gumbad, Delhi with Government of Delhi and 
Resbird Technologies was also exchanged for the development of 
Tourism Amenities.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

Miscellaneous Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, �agged the 
country’s �rst private semi-high speed train, Tejas 
Express from Lucknow. 
It will be the �rst train of Indian Railways that will be entirely 
run by Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC). It will cover the distance between Delhi and 
Lucknow in six hours �fteen minutes.
All passengers travelling by Delhi-Lucknow Tejas Express will 
be provided free insurance of up to Rs.25 lakh by IRCTC.

India’s first private train Lucknow-Delhi 
Tejas Express flagged off

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched 
the Pragati Rath of the HDFC bank. During the launching 
occasion, the bank provided a cheque Rs.1 crore to the 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. The bank has also announced 
that it is to launch the Sustainable Livelihood Initiative in the 
State.

HP Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur 
launched the Pragati Rath of the HDFC 
bank

The �rst e-waste clinic of India will be set up in Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh. Bhopal Municipal Corporation (BMC) 
and the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) have tied 
up to set up the clinic.
This clinic would enable segregation, processing and disposal 
of waste from both household and commercial units.
The electronic waste will be collected door-to-door or can be 
deposited directly at the clinic in exchange for a fee.

India’s first e-waste clinic to be set up in 
Bhopal

National Health Authority (NHA) has signed a Statement 
of Intent (SoI) with Google to collaborate and strengthen 
the implementation of Ayushman Bharat -Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).
PMJAY aimed to bring quality healthcare to around 50 
crore poor and vulnerable Indians across India. It is touted 
as the world’s largest public funded health insurance scheme.

NHA ties with Google to strengthen the 
implementation of PMJAY

Minister of State (I/C) of Tourism 
Ministery- Prahalad Singh Patel.

Governor of Himachal Pradesh- 
Bandaru Dattatraya.

Chief Minister of MP- Kamal Nath
Governor of MP-  Lal Ji Tandon
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India ranked 63rd in World Bank’s Ease of 
Doing Business Ranking

World Bank has released Ease of Doing business Rankings 
which includes 190 countries. As per the rankings, India has 
jumped 14 places and has been ranked at 63rd among 190 
countries & become one of the top 10 most improved countries 
for the third consecutive time.
New Zealand and Somalia retained their 1st and 190th spot 
respectively.
The World Bank has decided to have four cities including 2 more 
cities Bengaluru and Kolkata from 2020 in addition to Delhi 
and Mumbai.

IIT-Bombay again tops this year’s QS India 
University Rankings 2020

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB) has topped the 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) India University Rankings 2020 
followed by IISc- Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore (ranked 
2) & Indian Institute of Technology Delhi IITD (rank 3). This is 
the second time QS has published separate ranking for top
institutions in India.

India slipped down ten places to be ranked 68th in the 
annual Global Competitiveness Index 2019. Singapore 
topped and replaced the U.S. as the world’s most 
competitive economy.
India is among the worst-performing BRICS nations along 
with Brazil which is ranked 71st this year.
WEF stated that India ranks high in terms of macroeconomic 
stability and market size, while its �nancial sector is relatively 
deep and stable despite the high delinquency rate, which 
contributes to weakening the soundness of its banking 
system.
India was ranked at the 58th position in the 2018.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

Ranks and Reports Microsoft founder Bill Gates is on course to overtake 
Amazon entrepreneur Je� Bezos as the world's richest 
person.
Je� Bezos lost the title as the world’s richest man to Bill Gates, 
after losing nearly $7 billion in stock value leaving his net 
worth to $103.9 billion.
Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates is currently worth $105.7 
billion.

Bill Gates overtakes Jeff Bezos as the 
world’s richest person

Kerala has topped the 'School Education Quality Index' 
(SEQI) followed by Rajasthan and Karnataka launched by 
NITI Aayog. 
Uttar Pradesh was ranked at the bottom of the list. 
Chandigarh has topped the list of Union Territories.
Tamil Nadu was the top performer in access and equity 
outcomes, while Karnataka led in learning outcomes. 
Haryana had the best infrastructure and facilities.

Kerala tops NITI Aayog’s School 
Education Quality Index

India ranks 68th on WEF’s Global 
Competitiveness Index

Page 14



Notes

MD of IMF- Kristalina Georgieva
Headquarters - Washington DC, USA.

The business magazine Forbes has released “The Forbes India 
Rich List 2019” which has been topped by Reliance Industries 
chairman Mukesh Ambani with net worth of $51.4 billion.
Infrastructure tycoon Gautam Adani, who jumps 8th spots to No. 
2 this year with a net worth of USD 15.7 billion.

The 5 of the Richest Indians in Forbes list are:
1.Mukesh Ambani with net worth of $51.4 billion
2. Gautam Adani with net worth of $15.7 billion
3. Hinduja Brothers with net worth of $15.6 billion
4. Pallonji Mistry with net worth of $15 billion
5. Uday Kotak with net worth of $14.8 billion

Forbes India Rich List 2019

India has slipped to 102 position in the Global Hunger Index 
2019 of 117 countries, slipping from its 2018 position of 95 and 
behind its neighbours Nepal, Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Seventeen countries, including Belarus, Ukraine, Turkey, Cuba 
and Kuwait, shared the top rank with GHI scores less than 5.
There were only four countries in the alarming hunger category 
are Madagascar, Chad, Yemen and the Central African Republic in 
the extremely alarming hunger category.
The aim of the GHI is to trigger action to reduce hunger around 
the world.

India ranked 102 in Global Hunger Index 2019

India ranked 82 spots among the 128 countries surveyed in the 
World Giving Index (WGI). 
The average �gures for India over the past decade show that 34 
per cent people helped a stranger, 24 per cent donated money 
and 19 per cent volunteered or donated their time.
According to the WGI, the USA stood at the top followed 
Myanmar, New Zealand and Australia.

India ranked 82 in the 2019 World Giving Index

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

STUDY IQ

The World Bank-International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
annual meetings kicked o� on a somber note, with the IMF 
downgrading global growth in 2019 to 3%, the slowest 
since the global �nancial crisis. India’s growth projections 
have also been downgraded to 6.1% and 7.0% in 2019 and 
2020 respectively, down by 1.2 percentage points and 0.5 
percentage points relative to April projections, owing to 
weaker than expected domestic demand. 
India’s growth rate in the April-June quarter had hit 5%, the 
lowest in six years, as per government data. Consumption, 
investment and exports were down.
The IMF projected the U.S. would grow at 2.4% and 2.1% in 
2019 and 2020 respectively.
For China, growth was projected to grow at 6.1% and 5.8% 
in 2019 and 2020.

IMF cuts World and India growth rates
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Jasprit Bumrah, Smriti Mandhana win Wisden 
India Almanack Cricketer of the Year award

Jasprit Bumrah and Smriti Mandhana won the prestigious 
Wisden India Almanack Cricketer of the Year award.
Mandhana is the third woman to be named ‘Cricketer of the 
Year’, after Mithali Raj and Deepti Sharma.
The other 3 winners are Pakistan’s Fakhar Zaman, Sri Lanka’s 
Dimuth Karunaratne and Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan.
The seventh edition of the annual cricket publication for 2019 
and 2020 also features Mayank Agarwal for his stellar domestic 
run leading to a successful Test call-up.

Lewis Hamilton wins Mexico Grand Prix 2019

Mercedes’ driver and 5-time world champion Lewis Hamilton 
clinched his 10th win of the season for Mercedes at the Mexican 
Grand Prix 2019.
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, a German racing driver, and Mercedes’ 
Valtteri Bottas, a Finnish racing driver, �nished second and third 
respectively

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton won 2019 
Russia F1 Grand Prix

Ben Stokes named PCA player of the year

Formula One (F1) world champion Lewis Hamilton snatched 
victory in the Russian Grand Prix.at Sochi Autodrom race track in 
Russia.
Mercedes Valtteri Bottas (Finland) and Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
(Monaco) won the second and third spot respectively. The victory 
was the 82nd of Hamilton’s career, and ninth of the season, leaving 
him nine short of Michael Schumacher’s all-time record of 91.

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

Sports

England all-rounder Ben Stokes has been voted 
Professional Cricketers’ Association player of the year at 
the Professional Cricketers’ Association awards.
All-rounder Stokes played a starring role in England’s maiden 
World Cup win before repeating his heroics to help salvage 
an Ashes draw with Australia.
The 50th NatWest PCA Awards were held at the Roundhouse 
in Camden. The event, organised by the PCA in conjunction 
with the England and Wales Cricket Board.

Novak Djokovic defeated Australia’s John Millman in the 
�nals to win the Japan Open title. He defeated Millman with 
a score of 6-3, 6-2 and secured a 76th career singles 
tournament win.

Novak Djokovic wins Japan Open title

Harmanpreet Kaur, Indian women's cricket captain, 
became India's �rst cricketer to play 100 T20 
Internationals. Harmanpreet achieved this feat in the sixth 
and �nal T20 International against South Africa at Surat.
Harmanpreet Kaur is the �rst Indian to achieve this feat in 
both the female and male categories.

Harmanpreet Kaur becomes first Indian 
to play 100 T20Is

Mercedes’ Valtteri Bottas (Finland) won the 2019 Japanese 
Grand Prix held at the Suzuka International Racing Course in 
Suzuka in Mie Prefecture, Japan.
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel (Germany) and Mercedes’ Lewis 
Hamilton (Britain) were ranked at the 2nd and 3rd places 
respectively.

Mercedes’s Valtteri Bottas won 2019 
Japanese Grand Prix

In the �nal of 7th season of Vivo Pro Kabaddi League 2019, 
Bengal Warriors won their �rst title by defeating Dabang 
Delhi by 39-34 at the EKA Arena by TransStadia in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
Most Valuable Player award of the League was bagged by 
Naveen Kumar from Dabang Delhi, Best raider to Pawan 
Kumar Sherawat from Bengaluru Bulls; Best defender award 
to U Mumba’s Fazel Atrachali and New Young Player of the 
season to UP (Uttar Pradesh) Yoddha’s Sumit.

Bengal Warriors wins 7th season of Vivo 
Pro Kabaddi League 2019
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Governor: VP Singh Badnore.
CM of Punjab: Amarinder Singh;

Reliance Mutual Fund has been renamed as “Nippon India 
Mutual Fund“. The organization was renamed following the 
purchase of 75% stake in Reliance Nippon Life Asset Management 
by Nippon Life Insurance.
Nippon India Mutual Fund has become the largest foreign-owned 
Asset Management Company in India. Sundeep Sikka will 
continue to lead company as the CEO.

Reliance MF renamed as “Nippon India Mutual 
Fund”

The Union Cabinet raised dearness allowance by 5% that will 
bene�t 50 lakh government employees and 65 lakh pensioners. 
The hike in DA will cost the government Rs 16,000 crore 
annually. 
The move will be e�ective from July 2019 and is a major relief for 
government employees who will now be entitled to an additional 
�ve per cent dearness allowance.
Cabinet has also relaxed the mandatory requirement of 
Aadhaar-seeded data as a pre-condition for release of funds to 
the bene�ciaries under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 
scheme. The relaxation will be till 30th November 2019.

Dearness allowance of government employees 
hiked by 5%

“DHRUV” a Pradhan Mantri Innovation Learning Programme 
has commenced from Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) in Bengaluru and will conclude at IIT, Delhi.
The programme aims to further sharpen innovative imagination, 
skills and knowledge of the students who are expected to 
contribute to bringing solutions to socio-economic, political and 
environmental issues in the country.
60 brightest and talented students from Science, Mathematics and 
Performing Arts have been chosen for the programme.

“DHRUV” a Learning Programme launched from 
ISRO, Bengaluru

The 9th Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
Intersessional Ministerial Meeting will be held in Bangkok, 
Thailand.
This will be the �nal Ministerial meeting before the 3rd Leaders’ 
Summit which will be held on November 4, 2019 in Bangkok.
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal will represent India in the 
meeting.

9th RCEP Intersessional Ministerial Meeting to 
be held in Thailand

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in
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STUDY IQ

India’s longest Tunnel Chenani- Nashri on NH 44, in 
Jammu and Kashmir will be named after Bhartiya 
Jansangh founder Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2017 had dedicated to the 
nation this 9.2 km long tunnel that reduces the distance 
between Jammu and Srinagar by 31 km.

J&K’s Chenani-Nashri Tunnel to be 
renamed after Dr Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee

Railway Minister Piyush Goyal �agged o� nine trains 
connecting small towns to major cities and one of those, 
the Vadnagar-Mehsana train, was the railways' gift to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who sold tea at the Vadnagar station 
during his younger days.
The trains are – Delhi to Shamli, Bhubaneswar to Nayagarh 
town, Murkongselek to Dibrugarh, Coimbatore to Palani, 
Coimbatore to Pollachi, Vadnagar to Mehsana, Asarya to 
Himmatnagar, Karur to Salem, Yesvantpur to Tumkur.

Railways Minister Piyush Goyal flagged 
off 9 ‘Sewa Service’ trains

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin 
Gadkari announced the naming of new National Highway 
No. 703AA as “Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Marg.”
The road starting from Kapurthala connecting Goindwal 
Sahib and terminating near Taran Taran in Punjab. The 
naming would be e�ective from next month.
The decision has been taken to mark the 550th Birth 
Anniversary of Shri Guru Nanak Dev.

NH No. 703AA in Punjab named as Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji Marg

The 18th Summit of Heads of State and Government of 
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) held at Baku, the 
capital of Azerbaijan from 25-26 October 2019.
The theme of the summit for 2019 was “Upholding the 
Bandung Principles to ensure concerted and adequate 
response to the challenges of the contemporary world”.
Vice President M.Venkaiah Naidu addressed the summit.
The NAM Summit is held every three years. It is a forum for 
120 member states to discuss issues of importance in politics, 
security, development and others.

The 18th NAM Summit to be held in Baku, 
Azerbaijan
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The State Cabinet of Assam has decided to make government 
jobs out of bounds for people with more than 2 children.
The policy will come into e�ect from January 1, 2021.
The Cabinet also adopted a new land policy that will make the 
landless indigenous people eligible for 3 bighas (43,200 sq. ft.) of 
land for farming and half a bigha for constructing a house. The 
bene�ciary will be able to sell the given land only after 15 years of 
use.

No govt. jobs in Assam for people with more 
than two children

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has approved the merger of loss-making telecom �rms BSNL 
and MTNL as part of a revival package, includes raising sovereign 
bonds, monetising assets and voluntary retirement scheme (VRS) 
for employees. 
The Cabinet has also given in-principle nod to the merger of BSNL 
and MTNL and till modalities are in place, MTNL will be a 
subsidiary of BSNL.
The revival package for BSNL and MTNL includes raising of Rs 
15,000 crore sovereign bonds and monetising Rs 38,000 crore of 
assets in next 4 years

Union Cabinet approves merger of BSNL and 
MTNL

Indian Railways has launched ‘one touch ATVM’ at 42 suburban 
stations of Central Railway over Mumbai Suburban Network.
The machine has been launched to render fast ticketing to millions 
of commuters. This new machine will reduce the waiting time of 
the passengers and allow passenger to avoid standing in long 
queues.
A total of 92 ATVMs has been installed at 42 suburban stations.

Indian Railway launches One Touch ATVM

The Central Board of Secondary Education and National 
Council for Educational Research and Training have launched 
an online aptitude test called ‘Tamanna’.

CBSE & NCERT launches ‘Tamanna’ test for 
Class 9 & 10 students

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

Tamanna stands for “Try and Measure Aptitude and 
Natural Abilities“. Tamanna is an aptitude test that aims to 
help students of Class 9 and 10 to make a better choice of 
subjects, eventually helping them in making an informed 
decision while choosing subjects in Class 11 and 12.

According to the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 
2019, the appointed day for the two Union Territories J&K 
and Ladakh was October 31.
This is for the �rst time that a state is converted into two 
Union Territories. The total number of states in the country 
will now be 28 while the total Union Territories will go up to 
nine.

India now has 28 states and 9 UTs

Notes

No govt. jobs in Assam for people with more Tamanna
Natural Abilities“. 

STUDY IQ
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STUDY IQ

PRACTICE CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQ’S

BANKING & FINANACIAL AWARENESS

Q1) Which bank has launched the ‘Express FD’, a digital �xed deposit (FD) product?

(a) Yes Bank       (b) HDFC Bank       (c) ICICI Bank       (d) Axis Bank

Q2) Which bank has become the �rst Indian bank to have a branch in the Australian 
state of Victoria?

(a) Bank of Baroda       (b) State Bank of India       (c) Axis Bank       (d) Yes Bank

Q3) Which bank has launched three new digital products called Ucash and Digilocker?

(a) Canara Bank       (b) Bank of India       (c) Kotak Mahindra (d) UCO Bank

Q4) The Reserve Bank has increased the withdrawal limits for depositors of Punjab & Maharashtra 
Cooperative Bank to Rs ___________ from Rs 10,000 per account over the next six month?

(a) Rs 30,000       (b) Rs 20,000       (c) Rs 25,000       (d) Rs 15,000

Q5) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given permission to the State government to amalgamate 
how many district cooperative banks (DCBs) to form proposed Kerala Bank?

(a) Fifteen       (b) Thirteen       (c) Ten       (d) Eight

The Reserve Bank of India has rejected the merger proposal of Indiabulls Housing Finance with 
which bank?

(a) Lakshmi Vilas Bank       (b) South Indian Bank       (c) City Union Bank       (d) Dhanlaxmi Bank

Q7) Which Fintech start-up has received a licence from the Reserve Bank of India to set up a 
non-banking �nancial company?

(a) Lending kart       (b) Capital Float (c) Home Credit       (d) Shubh Loans

Q8) Which private sector bank has launched its new scheme “FD Health”?

(a) HDFC Bank       (b) ICICI Bank (c) Axis Bank (d) Yes Bank

Q9) Reserve Bank of India has stopped the printing of which currency notes?

(a) Rs 500       (b) Rs 2,000       (c) Rs 100       (d) Rs 200
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APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS 

STUDY IQ

Who has been appointed as the MD and CEO of Punjab National Bank?

(a) SS Mallikarjuna Rao       (b) Sunil Mehta       (c) Rakesh Sharma       (d) Padmaja Chunduru

Q2) Who has been posted as the new principal director general of the Press Information Bureau 
(PIB)?

(a) Kuldeep Singh Dhatwalia       (b) Mohan Chandak       (a) Kameshwar Rao       (d) Ashikho Lassa

Q3) Who has took charge as the President of England's 232 years old Marylebone Cricket Club 
(MCC)?

(a) Ricky Ponting       (b) Kumar Sangakkara       (c) Brian Lara       (d) Sunil Gavaskar

Q4) Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive O�cer (CEO) of 
Oil India Limited?

(a) Sushil Chandra Mishra       (b) Anil Kumar Jha       (c) Anil Kumar Chaudhary       (c) Shashi Shanker

Q5) Muktesh Kumar Pardeshi has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to 
which country?

(a) Samoa       (b) Vanuatu       (c) Niue       (d) Tonga

Q6) Who was appointed as the next Ambassador of India to Greece?

(a) Amrit Lugun       (b) Shamma Jain       (c) Suchitra Durai       (d) Manjeev Singh Puri

Q7) Who has been appointed the new CEO of MyGov India?

(a) Arvind Gupta       (b) Vinod Rai (c) Abhishekh Singh (d) Vijay Chakraborty

Q8) UNESCO has appointed whom as its goodwill ambassador for indigenous peoples?

(a) Priyanka Chopra       (b) Yalitza Aparicio       (c) Miley Cyrus       (d) Scarlett Johansson

Q9) Who will become the 47th Chief Justice of India?

(a) Arun Mishra       (b) N.V. Ramana       (c) Uday Umesh Lalit       (d) Sharad Arvind Bobde

Q1) World Deaf Day 2019 was observed on?

(a) September 29       (b) September 30       (c) September 28       (d) September 27

Q2) International Translation Day 2019 was observed on?

(a) September 27       (b) September 28       (c) September 29 (d) September 30

DAYS AND DATES 
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Q3) World Teachers’ Day or International Teachers’ Days was observed on?

(a) October 4       (b) October 3       (c) October 5       (d) October 2

Q4) World Cotton Day was observed on?

(a) October 6       (b) October 7 (c) October 5       (d) October 4

Q5) World Habitat Day 2019 was observed on?

(a) October 7       (b) October 6       (c) October 5       (d) October 4

Q2) The Indian Air Force will celebrate its _________TH anniversary on 08 Oct 2019.?

(a) 78th       (b) 87th       (c) 90th       (d) 85th

Q2) Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria on September 30 took charge as the 
______th chief of the Indian Air Force?

(a) 24th       (b) 26th       (c) 30th       (d) 28th

Q3) The 11th edition of DefEXpo will be held in which city from 05 - 08 February, 2020?

(a) Indore       (b) New Delhi       (c) Pune       (d) Lucknow

Q4) The Rapid Action Force (RAF) is a specialised wing of the which of the following Central Armed 
Police Forces?

(a) Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)       (b) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
(c) Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) (d) National Security Guard (NSG)

Q5) President Ram Nath Kovind presented President’s Colors award to which of the following 
corps of Indian Army?

(a) Indian Army Aviation Corps (b) Corps of Signals       (c) Corps of Engineers       (d) Corps of Army Air Defence

Q6) The ______th Raising Day of the Military Nursing Service (MNS) was celebrated on 1 October 
2019?

(a) 100th       (b) 45th (c) 94th       (d) 83rd

Q7)What is the strike range of land-attack version of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile?

(a) 200 km      (b)  290 km       (c) 420 km       (d) 320 km

DEFENCE & SECURITY

October 2019bankiq.in

Q3) World Teachers’ Day or International Teachers’ Days was observed on?

STUDY IQ
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Q1) Which state has launched the Mukhyamantri Suposhan Abhiyaan or Chief Minister Nutrition 
Scheme?

(a) Madhya Pradesh       (b) Jharkhand       (c) Chhattisgarh       (d) Odisha

Q2) Which of the following states has launched the YSR Vahana Mitra scheme?

(a) Tamil Nadu       (b) Telangana       (c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Karnataka

Q8) Who has took over as the Air O�cer Commanding-in-Chief of the South Western Air 
Command?

(a) S K Ghotia       (b) Rajesh Kumar       (c) Balakrishnan Suresh (d) Raghunath Nambiar

Q9) Which bank has signed an MoU with Indian Army for customised services?

(a) Indian Bank       (b) Bank of Baroda (c) Canara Bank (d) State Bank of India

Q10) Tenth edition of the Joint Military Exercise Ekuverin will be conducted between India and 
which country?

(a) Sri Lanka       (b) Japan       (c) Myanmar (d) Maldives

GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

Q1 Who has been conferred the Saraswati Samman award for his collection Pakkaki Ottigilite in 
2018?

(a) Jaladi Raja Rao       (b) Pingali Suranna       (c) K Siva Reddy (d) Nandi Thimmana

Q2) Name the scientist who has been awarded the M P Birla Memorial Award 2019 for his 
contributions to the world of cosmology?

(a) Thanu Padmanabhan       (b) Prashant Dwivedi (c) Amol Namdeo       (d) Chinmoy Das

Q3) Who has won the Nansen Award of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR)?

(a) Camilo Marks       (b) Chris Sidoti (c) Tejshree Thapa (d) Azizbek Ashurov

Q4) Who has received the ‘Most E�ective Swachhata Ambassador’ Award?

(a) Akshay Kumar       (b) Priyanka Chopra (c) Saina Nehwal       (d) Sachin Tendulkar

HONOURS AND AWARDS 

Page 22



October 2019bankiq.in

STUDY IQ

Q1 Pakistan has invited which Indian Politician for the inauguration event of Kartarpur corridor 
which is scheduled to be held on November 9?

(a) Navjot Singh Sidhu       (b) Amarinder Singh       (c) Narendra Modi       (d) Manmohan Singh

Q2) Which country’s court has dismissed Pakistan's Claim Over Nizam of Hyderabad's Funds?

(a) Netherlands (b) United Kingdom       (c) United States       (d) France

Q3) India will set up a coastal surveillance system in which of its neighbouring countries?

(a) Bangladesh       (b) Bhutan       (c) Sri Lanka       (d) Nepal

Q1) The 64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference (CPC), 2019 was held in which of the 
following countries?

(a) Kenya (b) Tanzania       (c) Uganda       (d) Rwanda

Q2) Communist Party of China celebrated its _________th anniversary in power on 1 October 
2019?

(a) 77th       (b) 69th       (c) 70th       (d) 60th

Q5) Who was conferred with the 'India's Most Powerful Women in Media' award at the famed 
Con�uence Excellence awards?

(a) Kalli Purie (b) Riniki Bhuyan       (c) Sagarika Ghose       (d) Nidhi Razdan

Q6) Who has been awarded the Face of Asia award at the 24th Busan International Film Festival 
(BIFF)?

(a) Swara Bhaskar       (b) Radhika Apte (c) Bhumi Pednekar (d) Sara Ali Khan

Q7) Who has won the Nobel Prize in Medicine for the year 2019?

(a) William Kaelin       (b) Gregg Semenza       (c) Peter Ratcli�e       (d) All of the above

Q8) Who has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics for theoretical discoveries in physical 
cosmology?

(a) Michel Mayor       (b) James Peebles       (c) Didier Queloz       (d) G. Kaelin

Q9) The 2019 Nobel Prize in Chemistry will be awarded to whom?

(a) John D Goodenough       (b) M. Stanley Whittingham       (c) Akira Yoshino       (d).All of the above

INDIA AND THE WORLD

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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Q3) Which country will withdraw from OPEC in January 2020 due to �nancial problems?

(a) Angola       (b) Ecuador (c) Gabon       (d) Nigeria

Q4) Which country has become the �rst country in the United Kingdom to ban the smacking of 
children?

(a) England       (b) Wales (c)Scotland       (d) Northern Ireland

Q1) Which state in large states category has topped the School Education Quality Index (SEQI) 
released by NITI Aayog?

(a) Kerala       (b) Rajasthan       (c) Karnataka       (d) Uttar Pradesh

Q2) As per the First National Nutrition Survey released recently, around what percent of children in 
the age group of 5 to 9 years and adolescents in the age group 10 to 19 years are pre – diabetic?

(a) 20 %       (b)15 %       (c) 25 %       (d) 10 %

Q3) Which railway station has topped the Indian Railways Station Cleanliness Survey 2019?

(a) Jaipur       (b) Jodhpur (c) Durgapura (d) Jammu Tawi

Q4) S&P Global Ratings has reduced India’s growth projection for 2019-20 at what percent?

(a) 6.3% (b) 6.1%       (c) 6.4%       (d) 6.2%

Q5) What is the new Repo Rate �xed by RBI in its 4th Bi-monthly Monetary Policy?

(a) 5.40%       (b) 5.15%       (c) 5.25%       (d) 5.75%

Q6) Under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, which state has topped the list of having maximum 
cancer patients claming for treatment?

(a) Madhya Pradesh       (b) Tamil Nadu       (c) Kerala       (d) Chhattisgarh

Q7) The unemployment rate in United States has fallen to what percent as per the US Labor 
Department reports?

(a) 3.7%      (b) 3.2%       (c) 3.9%       (d) 3.5%

Q8) As per the new report by UNDP India, top 100 �rms in the country spent what percent of their 
total expenditure on CSR activities on women’s economic empowerment?

(a) 10 %       (b) 12 %       (c) 8%       (d) 4%

REPORTS AND INDICES 
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Q9) What is the rank of India in Global Hunger Index?

(a) 103rd       (b) 88th       (c) 100th       (d) 102nd

Notes
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Q1 Which country has won the won the SAFF Under-18 football Championship 2019?

(a) Bangladesh       (b) Maldives       (c) Nepal       (d) India

Q2) Who has won the men’s singles title at the Maldives International Challenge (Badmintion)?

(s) Siril Verma       (b) Parupalli Kashyap       (c) Kaushal Dharmamer       (d) Prannoy Kumar

Q3) Who has won the Russian Grand Prix 2019 title?

(a) Valtteri Bottas       (b) Charles Leclerc       (c) Max Verstappen       (d) Lewis Hamilton

Q4) Who has won men’s singles title at the ATP Challenger Tournament in  Buenos Aires?

(a) Facundo Bagnis       (b) Sumit Nagal       (c) Pedro Sakamot       (d) Francisco Cerundolo

Q5) Who has won the men’s singles title at the Korea Open badminton tournament 2019?

(a) Kento Momota (b) Srikanth Kidambi       (c) Lin Dan (d) Yang Yu

Q6) Which athelete has surpassed Usain Bolt's world record tally of gold medals at World Champi-
onships?

(a) Shelly-Ann (b) Allyson Felix       (c) Natosha Jordan       (d) Timara Chapman

Q7) Name the head of the Cricket Advisory Committee who has resigned recently?

(a) Rahul Dravid (b) VVS Laxman       (c) Sourav Ganguly       (d) Kapil Dev

Q8) Who has bagged the Professional Cricketers’ Association (PCA) Players’ Player of the Year award 
2019?

(a) Tom Banton       (b) Stuart Broad       (c) Virat Kohli       (d) Ben Stokes

Q9) The National Basketball Association brought to India the �rst-ever Floating Basketball Court in 
the Arabian Sea in which city?

(a) Mumbai       (b) Kochi       (c) Mangalore       (d) Panjee

Q10) Who has become the �rst-ever batsman to score two centuries on debut as a Test opener?

(a) Joe Root (b) Rohit Sharma       (c) Aaron Finch      (d) Kane Williamson

SPORTS
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Q1) International Astronomical Union has named a minor planet between Mars and Jupiter after
which Indian classical singer?

(a) Pandit Maniram (b) Pandit Jasraj (c) Nirmala Devi       (d) Ratnakar Pai

Q2) Union Home Minister Amit Shah has �agged o� second Vande Bharat Express which runs 
between Delhi and __________?

(a) Lucknow       (b) Amritsar       (c) Kolkata       (d) Katra

Q3) Doordarshan along with which organization wil jointly telecast a TV bilingual programme 
‘Mahatma Lives‘ or ‘Bapu Zinda Hain’ on 1-2 October 2019?

(a) Discovery       (b) UNESCO       (c) National Geographic       (d) UNHCR

Q4) The World Economic Forum's 33rd edition of the India Economic Summit was held in which 
city?

(a) Pune       (b) Lucknow       (c) New Delhi       (d) Bengaluru

Q5) Which state has become fully electri�ed states in the country after providing electricity to over 
5 lakh 15 thousand households?

(a) Tamil Nadu       (b) Kerala       (c) Telangana       (d) Andhra Pradesh

Q6) Doordarshan along with which organization wil jointly telecast a TV bilingual programme 
‘Mahatma Lives‘ or ‘Bapu Zinda Hain’ on 1-2 October 2019?

(a) Discovery       (b). UNESCO (c) National Geographic       (d) UNHCR

Q7) The Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) cards along with valid foreign passport will be considered 
for exit or entry into India till ___________?

(a) 31 March 2020       (b) 31 December 2019       (c) 31 January 2020       (d) 30 April 2020

Q8) “Gandhi Film Festival” will be organized in which of the following cities?

(a) New Delhi       (b) Surat       (c) Mumbai       (d) Jaipur

Q9) Which state has launched an initiative named 'WING - Women Rise Together‘ which is a capaci-
ty development programme for women-led startups?

(a) Karnataka       (b) Rajasthan       (c) Kerala       (d) Odisha

Q10) The Indian Railways has now enabled QR code-based paperless ticket booking at 12 stations 
of which Railway zone?

(a) South Western Railway (SWR)       (b) North Western Railway (NWR)
(c) West Central Railway (WCR) (d) D.North Western Railway (NWR

MISCELLANEOUS
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Q11) Viju Khote who passed away recently was a famous ______?

(a) Singer      (b) Director       (c) Politician       (d) Actor.

Q12) Nearly how many prisoners convicted of o�ences other than murder, rape and corruption 
will walk free on Gandhi Jayanthi?

(a) 1,000      (b) 1,500(c) 6,00       (d) 8,00

Q13) Name the India's �rst private train which was �agged o� recently and will be run by IRCTC?

(a) Gatimaan Express       (b) Vande Bharat Express       (c) Uday Express (d) Tejas Express

Notes
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Ans1-(d) Axis Bank

   Axis Bank launches short-term online �xed deposits “Express FD”.
   Axis Bank, India’s third-largest private sector bank has launched the ‘Express FD’, a digital �xed deposit (FD) product that allows a 
   customer to open an FD account in 3 minutes through the digital mode without opening a savings account with the bank.
   ‘Express FD’ o�ers attractive interest rates, zero issuance fees and no penalty on pre-mature withdrawal of up to 25% of the amount, 
   the bank said. A customer can open an Express FD account by investing a minimum Rs 5,000 up to Rs 90,000, for a tenure of 6 to 12 
   months

Ans2-(b) State Bank of India

   SBI becomes �rst Indian bank to have o�ce in Australia’s Victoria.
   The State Bank of India opened its Melbourne o�ce and becoming the �rst Indian bank to have a branch in the Australian state of 
   Victoria. 
   The Melbourne o�ce will assist the growing trade and investment relations between Victoria and India and is the outcome of the 
   state’s 10-year India Strategy. This investment by India’s largest commercial bank is a testament to our thriving �nancial services sector 
   and our highly skilled workforce.

Ans3-(d) UCO Bank

   UCO Bank launches UCash, Digilocker and an App.
   Uco Bank, which recently became the regional bank for the east, launched three new digital products in Kolkata on Thursday.
   The new products launched by the bank's managing director and CEO, A K Goel, were UCash, Digilocker and an app.
   UCash enables customers to withdraw money from ATMs through mobile banking without using debit card, a statement issued by 
   the bank said.
   Digilocker aims to eliminate the use of physical documents and enables sharing of veri�ed electronic documents.
   The third product, the new mobile app, integrates four existing apps of the bank - UCO Mbanking, UCO UPI, UCO Mpassbook and UCO 
   Secure- in a single interface, the statement added.
   Customers can also download TDS certi�cates online. The bank also launched a new current account on Thursday.

Ans4-(c) Rs 25,000

   RBI increases PMC bank depositors withdrawal limit to Rs 25,000
   The Reserve Bank on Thursday enhanced the withdrawal limits for depositors of the scam-hit Punjab & Maharashtra Cooperative Bank 
   to Rs 25,000 from Rs 10,000 per account over the next six month.
   This is the second time the regulator has increased the withdrawal limits since its clamped down on the bank on September 23 when 
   it had capped it a low Rs 1,000 per customer which led to lot of distress and criticism.
   Since then PMC, which has among the top 10 cooperative banks with a deposit of over Rs 11,600 crore, is under an administrator 
   appointed by the RBI the past management is being probed by the economic o�ences wing of the city police.

Ans5-(b) Thirteen

   RBI okays proposal to merge district co-operative banks to form ‘Kerala Bank.
   The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given the go-ahead to the State government to amalgamate 13 district cooperative banks (DCBs) 
   with the Kerala State Cooperative Bank for forming the proposed Kerala Bank.
   All district banks, except the Malappuram District Cooperative Bank, had approved the scheme of amalgamation proposed by the 
   State government at their respective general body meetings. The government may give one more opportunity to the Malappuram 
   bank’s general body to approve the scheme.

MCQ’S SOLUTION
BANKING AND FINANCIAL AWARENESS
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   The merger approval would be contingent upon the order of the High Court on a case challenging the amendment to Section 14(A) 
   of the Kerala State Cooperative Societies Act. The government would have to complete the stipulations laid for merger and submit a 
   compliance report to the apex bank before March 31, 2020.

Ans6-(a) Lakshmi Vilas Bank

   RBI rejects Indiabulls Housing & Lakshmi Vilas Bank merger deal.
   Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday rejected the merger proposal between Lakshmi Vilas Bank and mortgage lender Indiabulls 
   Housing Finance Limited.
   Lakshmi Vilas Bank con�rmed the development in a stock exchange �ling and said RBI has denied the merger proposal.
   If the RBI would have approved the move, this would have been the �rst ever incident where a non-bank lender would have merged 
   with a bank in the country. However, the central bank's letter put end to months of speculation over the merger.
   The central bank had placed Lakshmi Vilas Bank under prompt corrective action (PCA) last month due to a high level of non-
   performing assets, insu�cient capital to manage risks and negative return on assets for two consecutive years.
   RBI's disapproval poses a fresh challenge for Lakshmi Vilas Bank which will now have to look at opportunities to raise capital 
   independently-a gargantuan task considering the current state of India's banking sector.
   The merger plan was crucial for Lakshmi Vilas Bank as it would have helped it raise capital, which is required to lift the PCA restrictions 
   currently imposed on it by the central bank.

Ans7-(d) Shubh Loans

   Fintech start-up Shubh Loans gets NBFC licence from RBI.
   Fintech start-up Shubh Loans on Tuesday said it has received a licence from the Reserve Bank of India to set up a non-banking �nancial 
   company.
   The company said the licence has been received through the subsidiary -- Ekagrata -- of its parent company Datasigns Technologies.
   Shubh Loans said it has already raised series A2 funding of Rs34 crore ($4.8 million) from Omidyar Network India.
   Shubh Loans, which is fast changing the way loans are disbursed and making credit accessibility easier, is set to implement NBFC 
   compliant frameworks and governance processes, it 
   Shubh Loans Chief Executive O�cer and founder  Monish Anand.

Ans8-(b) ICICI Bank

   ICICI Bank launches new FD scheme “FD health”.
   Private sector lender ICICI Bank today launched of FD Health, a �xed deposit (FD) o�ering the dual-bene�t of investment growth via FD 
   and protection through a critical illness coverage. For investors in FD Health, ICICI Bank will o�er the insurance cover free of cost for the 

�rst year and thereafter, they can renew it.
ICICI Bank’s FD Health provides investors a complimentary critical illness cover of ₹1 lakh from ICICI Lombard General Insurance
Company on opening an FD of Rs. 2 lakh to Rs. 3 lakh for tenure of at least two years. Customers, who are in the age bracket of 18-50
years, get a complimentary insurance cover for a year on 33 critical illnesses.
The list of critical illnesses under the policy includes speci�ed severities related to cancer, lung disease, kidney failure, liver disease and
benign brain tumor, Alzheimer’s disease and Parkinson’s disease.

Ans9-(b) Rs 2,000

   RBI has Not Printed a Single Rs 2,000 Note This Financial Year, Reveals RTI
   The printing of Rs 2,000 currency notes has been stopped, the Reserve Bank of India has revealed in reply to an RTI. Not a single 
   high-value note has been printed in this �nancial year.
   The notes, along with new Rs 500 notes, were introduced in November 2016 after the government put a ban on the existing Rs 500 and 
   Rs 100 notes in a bid to crackdown on the black money and wipe out fake currency in circulation.
   The experts are seeing the removal of high-value notes from circulation as a crackdown on the black money as it becomes di�cult to 
   make too many black money transactions in such a case.
   According to o�cials, a high circulation of Rs 2,000 notes may defeat the government’s objectives as they are easier to use smuggling 
   and other illegal purposes. Rs 6 crore of unaccounted cash in Rs 2,000 notes was seized near Andhra Pradesh-Tamil Nadu border.
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Ans1-(a) SS Mallikarjuna Rao

  SS Mallikarjuna Rao appointed MD and CEO of Punjab National Bank.
   Punjab National Bank will go into merger under the stewardship of SS Mallikarjuna Rao, who has been appointed as the new chief 
   executive of the bank.
   Rao, at present the chief executive of Allahabad Bank, will head the Delhi-based PNB till September 18, 2021, the government said in a 
   noti�cation issued late Tuesday.
   He will replace Sunil Mehta in PNB, which is currently under a process of three-way amalgamation with Oriental Bank of Commerce 
   (OBC) and United Bank of India

Ans2-(a) Kuldeep Singh Dhatwalia

   KS Dhatwalia Appointed As Chief Spokesperson Of Government
   Kuldeep Singh Dhatwalia, an Indian Information Service (IIS) o�cer, was on Monday appointed the principal spokesperson of the 
   government, according to an o�cial order.
   Mr Dhatwalia, a 1984-batch IIS o�cer, has been posted as the new principal director general of the Press Information Bureau (PIB), the 
   publicity wing of the central government.
   Mr Dhatwalia was serving as the Director General (DG) Training and Research in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, besides 
   holding the charge of the DG of the Indian Institute Mass Communication (IIMC).

Ans3-(b) Kumar Sangakkara

   Kumar Sangakkara takes charge as 1st non-British President of MCC.
   Former Sri Lanka captain Kumar Sangakkara took charge as the President of England's 232 years old Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) 
   to become the �rst non-British to hold the post. "I am thrilled to hold the prestigious position of MCC President," Sangakkara said after 
   taking charge. MCC is the owner of Lord's Ground and the guardian of the Laws of Cricket.

Ans4-(a) Sushil Chandra Mishra

   Sushil Chandra appointed as MD & CEO of Oil India Limited.
   Oil India Limited has appointed Sushil Chandra Mishra as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive O�cer (CEO) of the company. 
   He will replace Utpal Bora.
   Sushil Chandra Mishra started his professional journey as an executive trainee with OIL in 1984 and developed deep expertise in 
   commercial matters. He also played a key role in framing and implementing procurement policies and procedures for inventory 
   management, vendor development, framework agreement and its related strategies.

Ans5-(c) Niue

   Muktesh Kumar Pardeshi appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to Niue.
   The Ministry of External A�airs (MEA) of India noti�ed that Muktesh Kumar Pardeshi was appointed as the next High Commissioner of 
   India to Niue, with residence in Wellington, New Zealand.
   He is an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) O�cer of the 1991 batch presently working as a High Commissioner of India to New Zealand. He 
   will replace Sanjiv Kohli.

Ans6-(a) Amrit Lugun

   Amrit Lugun appointed as the next Ambassador of India to Greece
   The Ministry of External A�airs (MEA) of India was appointed Amrit Lugun as the next Ambassador of India to Greece. He is an Indian 
   Foreign Service (IFS) O�cer of the 1989 batch. He will replace Shamma Jain.

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATION

Page 31



Notes

STUDY IQ

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

Ans7-(c) Abhishek Singh

   Abhishek Singh appointed new MyGov CEO
   Abhishek Singh, the 1995-batch IAS o�cer of Nagaland cadre, has been appointed the Chief Executive O�cer (CEO) of MyGov India, 
   the government’s citizen-centric online platform. 
   He succeeded tech entrepreneur Arvind Gupta.  The aim of MyGov India is to empower people to connect with the government and 
   contribute towards good governance.

Ans8-(b) Yalitza Aparicio

   UNESCO appointed Yalitza Aparicio as ambassador for indigenous peoples
   The United Nations’ cultural agency, the United Nations Educational, Scienti�c and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), has appointed 
   Mexican actress Yalitza Aparicio as its goodwill ambassador for indigenous peoples. 
   She will be helping the UNESCO’s work among the indigenous peoples across the world by preserving their cultural heritage and 
   environment knowledge and �ghting for equal access to education.

Yalitza Aparicio:

   Yalitza Aparicio made history as the �rst indigenous performer nominated for a best actress honor at the Academy Awards 2019 for 
   her performance in the �lm Roma. In the �lm she spoke in an indigenous language and in Spanish.

Ans9-(d) Sharad Arvind Bobde

   CJI Ranjan Gogoi names Justice Bobde as successor
   Justice Bobde, who will be sworn in as CJI on November 18, will have a tenure of about 18 months.
   Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi has recommended Justice Sharad Arvind
   Bobde as his successor and the 47th Chief Justice of India in keeping with convention and the seniority norm, sources said.
   Chief Justice Gogoi, who is scheduled to retire on November 17, has sent his recommendation in writing to the government. 
   The written communication from the incumbent Chief Justice, ideally a month before his retirement, is the �rst step in the 
   appointment process of the next CJI.
   It will be put up before the PM and forwarded to the President. 
   Justice Bobde would have a tenure of 18 months. He will retire on April 23, 2021.
   Born in 1956 at Nagpur in Maharashtra, Justice Bobde was appointed as a judge of the Bombay High Court in 2000 and went on to 
   become Chief Justice of the Madhya Pradesh High Court. He was elevated to the Supreme Court in 2013.
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DAYS AND DATES 

Ans1-(a) September 29

   World Deaf Day 2019: September 29
   Every year, the last week of September is observed as the International Week of  the Deaf (IWD). In 2019, it was held from September 

23-29.
The week ends on the last Sunday of the month of September and that day is
celebrated as the World Day of Deaf (September 29, 2019).

   The theme of 2019 IWD is ‘Sign Language Rights for All!’ (सांकेतिक भाषा अधिकार)
   It aims to draw the attention of a�ected people and their family members, as well as of general people, politicians and development 
   authorities towards the achievements and challenges of deaf people community.

Ans2-(d) September 30

   International Translation Day: September 30.
   International Translation Day is marked every year on 30 September to celebrate the work of language translation professionals which 
   facilitates dialogue, understanding and cooperation, contributing to development and strengthening world peace and security.
   2019 theme: Translation and Indigenous Languages.( अनुवाद और स्वदेशी भाषाएँ)
   The day also marks the feast of St. Jerome, the Bible translator who is considered the patron saint of translators.
   The International Federation of Translators (FIT) organise the day ever since it was set up in 1953. First o�cial celebration was held in 
   1991.

Ans3-(c) 5 October

   World Teachers’ Day: 5 October
   World Teachers’ Day or International Teachers’ Days is celebrated on October 5. The aim of World Teacher’ss Day is to acknowledge the 
   signi�cant role of educators across the world. It commemorates the anniversary of the adoption of UNESCO’s 1966 recommendation 
   concerning the status of teachers.
   This year’s theme: ‘Young Teachers: The future of the Profession’. ( 'युवा शिक्षक : शिक्षा क्षेत्र का भविष्य)
   The UNESCO adopted the recommendation concerning the Status of Higher-Education Teaching Personnel in 1997 to complement the 
   1966 recommendation by covering teaching and research personnel in higher education.
   UNESCO’s recommendation sets benchmarks regarding the rights and responsibilities of teachers and standards for their initial 
   preparation and further education, recruitment, employment, and teaching and learning conditions.

Ans4-(b) 7 October

   October 7: World Cotton Day
   The World Cotton Day (WCD) is being organized by the WTO in collaboration with UN, FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization), UNCTD 
   (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development), International Trade Center and International Cotton Advisory Committee.
   The World Cotton Day is being observed for the �rst time. 
   The resilience of farmers will be recognized and celebrated on the day. Objective
   Signi�cance
   Cotton is produced in 75 countries. It accounts to 18 billion USD of annual trade. Around 26 million farmers are involved in cotton 
   farming. China is the largest producer of cotton followed by India, USA, Brazil, Pakistan, Turkey.

Ans5-(a) 7 October

   World Habitat Day :7 October
   The United Nations designated the �rst Monday of October of every year as World Habitat Day to re�ect on the state of our towns and 
   cities, and on the basic right of all to adequate shelter.
   The Day is also intended to remind the world that we all have the power and the responsibility to shape the future of our cities and 
   towns.
   2019 theme: Frontier Technologies as an innovative tool to transform waste to wealth

Page 34



STUDY IQ

OCTOBER 2019bankiq.in

DEFENCE AND SECURITY

Ans1-(b) 87th

   87th Air Force Day: Air Display
   The Indian Air Force proudly celebrates its 87TH anniversary on 08 Oct 2019. A scintillating air display by various aircraft will be the 
   hallmark of the Air Force Day Parade cum Investiture Ceremony at Air Force Station Hindan (Ghaziabad).
   Rehearsals for the air display will commence from 01st October 2019 (Tuesday). The general area over which the aircraft will be �ying at 
   low levels are Wazirpur bridge – Karwalnagar – A�alpur -  Hindan, Shamli – Jiwana – Chandinagar – Hindan, Hapur – Philkua – 
   Ghaziabad – Hindan.

Ans2-(b) 26th

   Air Chief Marshal Bhadauria takes charge as new IAF chief
   Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria on September 30 took charge as the 26th chief of the Indian Air Force.
   He succeeds Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa, who retired after 41 years of service in the IAF. Air Marshal Bhadauria was commissioned in 
   the �ghter stream of the Indian Air Force in June 1980, and has held various command, sta� and instructional positions.

Ans3-(d) Lucknow

   Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh launches DefExpo 2020 website
   Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh launched the website of 11th edition of DefEXpo, to be held in Lucknow from 05 - 08 February, 2020. 
   The website, www.defexpo.gov.in, provides online services to exhibitors, besides hosting informative content about the product pro�le 
   of DPSUs and Ordnance Factories.
   The website enables exhibitors to register and book space online as per their requirements on �rst-come-�rst-serve basis, make online 
   payments, book conference halls and venues for Business-to-Business (B2B) meetings. Exhibitors can avail early bird discounts by 
   booking space on the website before October 31, 2019

Ans4-(b) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

   Shri Amit Shah presides over 27th Anniversary celebrations of the Rapid Action Force of the CRPF and awards gallantry medals.
   Union Minister for Home A�airs, Shri Amit Shah presided over as Chief Guest at the 27th Anniversary celebrations of the Rapid Action 
   Force (RAF) of the Central Reserved Police Force (CRPF), in Ahmedabad today. Shri Shah also presented gallantry medals to the family 
   members of the jawans who have laid their lives in the line of duty.
   The Rapid Action Force (RAF) is a specialised wing of the Indian CRPF (Central Reserve Police Force) to deal with riot and crowd control 
   situations. RAF was raised on 11 December 1991 with headquarters in New Delhi. It became fully operational on 7 October 1992, to 
   deal with riots, riot like situations, crowd control, rescue and relief operations, and related unrest.

Ans5-(d) Crops of Defence

   Corps of Army Air Defence at Gopalpur honored with President Colors.
   President Ram Nath Kovind presented President’s Colors award to the Corps of army air defence. 
   The Supreme Commander of the Indian armed forces recalled the participation of Air Defense troops in world war II, Burma Campaign, 
   siege of Imphal and Kohima, Arakan operations, recapture of Rangoon. The award was provided on the occasion of 25 years of army air 
   defence college.
   Corps of army air defense 
   The air defense was in existence since 1940. However, it got recognition as an independent arm only in 1994.
   It is an active corps of Indian army that are tasked with the air defense. They are responsible for the protection of Indian air space below 
   5,000 feet.

Ans6-(c) 94th
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   1 October: 94th Raising Day of MNS celebrated
   The 94th Raising Day of the Military Nursing Service (MNS) is being celebrated on 1 October 2019. On the occasion, nursing o�cers 
   would re-dedicate themselves to render high quality, sel�ess nursing care to their patients by reading the Florence Nightingale Pledge, 
   a modi�ed version of the Hippocratic Oath.
   About Military Nursing Service (MNS) 
   It is the only all women corps in the Armed Forces and is a part of Armed Forces Medical Services of Indian Army. The Military Nursing 
   Service is today ranked as one of best Army Nursing Services of the world.

Ans7-(b) 290 km

   Land-attack version of BrahMos supersonic missile successfully test-�red
   India successfully test �red a land-attack version of BrahMos supersonic missile from Chandipur coast in Odisha’s Balasore district on 
   Monday.
   The test met all �ight parameters, a source in the Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) said. The missile, with a strike 
   range of 290km, can be �red from land as well as sea-based platforms, he said.
   On March 11, 2017 the �rst extended version of the missile, which had strike range of 450 km, was successfully tested, the source 
   added.

Ans8-(a) S K Ghotia

   Air Marshal S K Ghotia appointed as chief of South Western Air Command
   Air Marshal S K Ghotia has taken over as the new Air O�cer Commanding-in-Chief of the South Western Air Command (SWAC) of the 
   Indian Air Force (IAF), at Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
   He replaced Air Marshal H S Arora, who moved to Air Headquarters as the Vice-Chief of Air Sta�. Prior to assuming the present 
   appointment, Air Marshal Ghotia was the Air O�cer Commanding-in-Chief of Training Command.

Ans9-(b) Bank of Baroda

   Bank of Baroda signs MoU with Indian Army for customised services
   Bank of Baroda (BoB) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian Army under which the bank would o�er 
   customised services along with a host of facilities to account holders.
   The MoU includes handsome free personal accident insurance cover, free air accident insurance cover of Rs 15 lakh to Rs 50 lakh and an 
   overdraft facility up to three times of monthly net salary. The features are also applicable for pensioners of Indian Army up to the age of 
   70 years

Ans10-(d) Maldives

   Curtain raiser Indo Maldives joint Ex Ekuverin – 19 at Aundh Mil Stn, Pune from 07 to 20 Oct 19.
   Tenth edition of the Joint Military Exercise Ekuverin between the Indian Army and the Maldives National Defence Force will be organ
   ised from 07 to 20 October 2019 at Aundh Military Station in Pune, Maharashtra. 
   The Indian Army and the Maldives National Defence Forces have been conducting Exercise Ekuverin meaning ‘Friends’ in the Dhivehi 
   language since 2009. 
   The 14 days Joint Exercise held alternatively in India and Maldives focuses on enhancing interoperability between the two forces for 
   carrying out counter insurgency and counter-terrorism operations in a semi-urban environment under the United Nations mandate.
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

Ans1-(c) Chhattisgarh

   Chhattisgarh government to start �ve new schemes on Gandhi Jayanti
   Chhattisgarh government, under the leadership of Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel is set to launch �ve new schemes on October 2 to 
   mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
   The schemes are:
1.Mukhyamantri Suposhan Abhiyaan (Chief Minister Nutrition Scheme),
2.Mukhyamantri Haat Bazaar Clinic Yojana (Chief Minister Market Clinic Scheme),
3.Mukhyamantri Shahariya slum Swasthya Yojana (Chief Minister Urban Slum Health Scheme)
4.Universal PDS scheme
5.Mukhyamantri ward Karyalaya (Chief Minister Ward O�ces).
1) Mukhyamantri Suposhan Abhiyaan  : Under the scheme, fresh and nutritious food has been provided to malnourished children and
anaemic women with the help of panchayats and self-help groups.
2) Mukhyamantri Haat Bazaar Clinic Yojana: Under it, teams of the health department along with doctors and essential equipment will
visit local haat-bazaars to give health facilities in remote tribal and forest areas of the state. They will also provide consultation, medi
cine, blood test and other pathological facilities free of cost, the state government informed.
3) Mukhyamantri Shahariya Slum Swasthya Yojana: the State government will provide medical teams along with available health
facilities to cater to health care needs of over 7,80,000 people.
Under the scheme, initially three mobile medical teams will be deployed in Raipur, two each in Bhilai and Korba and one each in other
municipalities. After getting a good response of health care facilities being provided by mobile health teams in haat bazaars, the state
has decided to launch the scheme in urban slum areas also
4) Universal PDS scheme:  Under the Universal PDS, families falling in the general category (taxpayers and non-taxpayers) will also be
eligible for food grains.
A family having a single member will be eligible for 10 kg rice per month, a family of two members will get 20 kg rice per month and
family of three and more than three members will get 35 kg rice per month at the value of Rs 10 per kg.
The general category will be able to get food grains once their ration cards have been issued to them.
5) Mukhyamantri Ward Karyalayas : In the �rst phase on Gandhi Jayanti, these o�ces will start functioning in 13 cities. Through these
o�ces, complaints related to cleanliness, environment, street lights, road maintenance, drain cleaning and water supply will be
resolved within the time limit.

Ans2-(c) Andhra Pradesh

   Andhra Pradesh: CM Reddy launches YSR Vahana Mitra scheme
   Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy on Friday launched the YSR Vahana Mitra scheme which provides Rs 10,000 allowance to 
   self-employed drivers of autos, taxis and maxi cabs.
   Addressing a gathering at the indoor stadium here on Friday, he said that the amount of Rs 10,000 is for the recurring expenses like 
   insurance and maintenance of the vehicle to procure �tness certi�cate and said that those who could not make it on time can apply till 
   month-end and their applications would be considered.
   The allowance of Rs 10,000 would be given every year and the amount will be credited into the bank accounts directly while the 
   processing will be done in a transparent manner.

HONOURS AND AWARDS 

Ans1-(c) K Siva Reddy

K. Siva Reddy awarded Saraswati Samman
K Siva Reddy is a Telugu poet. He was awarded the Saraswati Samman award for his collection Pakkaki Ottigilite in 2018.
About Saraswati Samman
The award is considered as the highest recognition in the �eld of Indian literature. It carries a cash prize of Rs 15 lakhs. The award is
instituted by the KK Birla Foundation and is honored with once in a year.
The award is provided after a rigorous selection process carried out by Chayan Parishad. Chayan Parishad is the selection committee
that is assisted by regional committees. It consists of eminent writers and scholars of various languages.
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Ans2-(a) Thanu Padmanabhan

   Scientist Thanu Padmanabhan gets MP Birla Memorial Award
  The 62 year old Physicist and Cosmologist Thanu Padmanabhan was conferred the prestigious M P Birla Memorial Award 2019 for his 
   contributions to the world of cosmology. 
   He received the award at a programme held at M P Birla Planetarium in Kolkata.
   The planetarium is currently in its 54th year and had played a pioneering role by initiating an Astronomy Awareness Programme in 
   1965.

Ans3-(d) Azizbek Ashurov

   Kyrgyz human rights lawyer wins UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award
   A lawyer whose work has supported the e�orts of the Kyrgyz Republic in becoming the �rst country in the world to end statelessness 
   has been selected as the 2019 winner of the UN Refugee Agency’s Nansen Refugee Award.
   Azizbek Ashurov, through his organization Ferghana Valley Lawyers Without Borders (FVLWB), has helped well over 10,000 people to 
   gain Kyrgyz nationality after they became stateless following the dissolution of the Soviet Union. Among them, some 2,000 children 
   will now have the right to an education and a future with the freedom to travel, marry and work.
   Statelessness a�ects millions of people worldwide, depriving them of legal rights or basic services and leaving them politically and 
   economically marginalized, discriminated against and particularly vulnerable to exploitation and abuse.
   About UNHCR’s Nansen Refugee Award:
   UNHCR’s Nansen Refugee Award honours extraordinary service to the forcibly displaced. Recent winners include South Sudanese 
   surgeon Dr. Evan Atar Adaha, Sister Angélique Namaika from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Zannah Mustapha, a lawyer 
   and mediator from Borno state in north-eastern Nigeria.
   The award includes a commemorative medal and a US$150,000 monetary prize generously donated by the governments of Switzer
   land and Norway. In close consultation with UNHCR, the laureate uses the monetary prize to fund a project that complements their 
   existing work.
   The Nansen Refugee Award program is funded in partnership with the Swiss Government, The Norwegian Government, the State 
   Council of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, the Administrative Council of the City of Geneva and the IKEA Foundation.

Ans4-(d) Sachin Tendulkar

   Sachin Tendulkar Receives ‘Most E�ective Swachhata Ambassador’ Award
   Legendary cricketer Sachin Tendulkar has been felicitated with the most e�ective Swachchta Ambassador award on the occasion of 
   150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on October 2, 2019.
   He was presented the award by President Ram Nath Kovind at India Today Group’s �fth edition of the Safaigiri Awards ceremony 2019 
   in New Delhi.
   Sachin was given the award for utilizing his popularity and fame to ensure India achieves its goal of a Swachh Bharat.
   He has been promoting cleanliness drives in India for almost 10 years

Ans5-(a) Kalli Purie

   Global honour for India Today.
   India Today Group Vice-Chairperson Kalli Purie was conferred with the 'India's Most Powerful Women in Media' award at the famed 
   Con�uence Excellence awards. 
   Kalli Purie received the award at the British Parliament on September 27. The accolade comes just two weeks after she was honoured 
   with the 'Outstanding Media & Entertainment Award' at the annual 21st Century Icon Awards in London.

Ans6-(c) Bhumi Pednekar

   Bhumi Pednekar Wins Face of Asia Award at Busan International Film Festival
   Indian Actor Bhumi Pednekar has been awarded the Face of Asia award the 24th Busan International Film Festival (BIFF).
   Bhumi’s upcoming �lm “Dolly Kitty Aur Woh Chamakte Sitaare”, which features her along side Konkona Sen, had its world premiere at 
   BIFF.
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INDIA AND THE WORLD

Ans1-(d) Manmohan Singh

   Pakistan Invites Manmohan Singh for Inaugural Function of Kartarpur Corridor, Ex-PM Unlikely to Go.
   The Pakistan foreign minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi on Monday said Pakistan would invite former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
   for the inauguration event of Kartarpur corridor which is scheduled to be held on November 9.
   “I, on behalf of Pakistan, invite Manmohan Singh for the inaugural function of the Kartarpur corridor,” Qureshi said in a video message, 
   adding that a formal invitation will be sent soon.

Ans2-(b) United Kingdom

   UK Court Dismisses Pakistan's Claim Over Nizam of Hyderabad's Funds, Rules in Favour of India
   The UK High Court on Wednesday ruled in favour of India and dismissed Pakistan's claim over funds belonging to the late seventh 
   Nizam of Hyderabad at the time of Partition in 1947 and now worth around 35 million pounds.
   The Nizam's descendants, Prince Mukarram Jah - the titular eighth Nizam of Hyderabad - and his younger brother Mu�akham Jah, 
   joined hands with the Indian government in the legal battle against Pakistan for possession of over around 35 million pounds lying 
   with NatWest Bank plc in London
   NatWest Bank held on to the funds deposited into the London bank account of then Pakistan High Commissioner Habib Ibrahim 
   Rahimtoola in safekeeping until its rightful legal owner is established.

Ans3-(a) Bangladesh
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Ans7-(d) All of the Above

   Nobel Prize in Medicine Awarded to U.S. and British Scientists
   Americans William Kaelin and Gregg Semenza shared the prize with Peter Ratcli�e of the U.K.
   Three researchers from the US and Britain on Monday shared the Nobel Medicine Prize for discoveries on how cells sense and adapt to 
   oxygen availability, paving the way for new cancer treatments.
   William Kaelin and Gregg Semenza of the US and Britain's Peter Ratcli�e split the nine million Swedish kronor ($914,000, 833,000 
   euros) award.
   They established the basis for our understanding of how oxygen levels a�ect cellular metabolism and physiological function.

Ans8-(b) James Peebles

   James Peebles, Michel Mayor and Didier Queloz get Nobel Prize for Physics.
   The Nobel Prize for Physics has been awarded to James Peebles for theoretical discoveries in physical cosmology, and Michel Mayor 
   and Didier Queloz for discovering an exoplanet orbiting a solar-type star.
   James Peebles took on the cosmos, with its billions of galaxies and galaxy clusters. His theoretical framework, developed over two 
   decades, is the foundation of our modern understanding of the universe’s history, from the Big Bang to the present day.
   The discovery by 2019 Nobel Prize laureates Michel Mayor and Didier Queloz started a revolution in astronomy and over 4,000 
   exoplanets have since been found in the Milky Way. Strange new worlds are still being discovered, with an incredible wealth of sizes, 
   forms and orbits, the statement said.

Ans9-(d) All of the Above

   Chemistry Nobel goes to three scientists for developing lithium-ion batteries
   The 2019 Nobel Prize in Chemistry will be awarded to John D Goodenough, M. Stanley Whittingham and Akira Yoshino for the 
   development of lithium-ion batteries, the Nobel Committee said on Wednesday.
   Lithium-ion batteries have revolutionised our lives and are used in everything from mobile phones to laptops and electric vehicles. 
   Through their work, this year’s Chemistry Laureates have laid the foundation of a wireless, fossil fuel-free society, , the Nobel 
   Committee said in a statement.

Ans8-(b) James Peebles

Ans9-(d) All of the Above
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Ans1-(c) Uganda

   64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, 2019 Held in Uganda
   The 64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference (CPC), 2019 was held from 22 to 29 September 2019, in Kampala, Uganda.
   The main conference theme was: ‘Adaption, engagement, and evolution of parliaments in a rapidly changing Commonwealth’.

Ans2-(c) 70th

   China’s 70th-year parade shows economic and military might.
   China’s Communist Party celebrated its 70th anniversary in power with a parade on Tuesday showcasing the country’s economic 
   growth and newest weapons.
   The event marks the anniversary of the Oct. 1, 1949, announcement of the founding of the People’s Republic of China by then-leader 
   Mao Zedong following a civil war.

Ans3-(b) Ecuador

   Ecuador says will withdraw from OPEC in January.
   Ecuador announced Tuesday it will withdraw from OPEC in January due to �nancial problems facing the South American country.
   "This measure is in line with the national government plan to reduce public spending and generate new income," the ministry of 
   Energy and Non-Renewable Natural Resources said in a statement.
   Ecuador joined Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries in 1973 but became the �rst country to leave in 1992, citing the group's 
   refusal to raise the country's production quota.
   It resumed membership in 2007.
   (Qatar left OPEC on 1 January 2019, after joining the organization in 1961, to focus on natural gas production, of which it is the world's 
   largest exporter in the form of liqui�ed natural gas )

Ans4-(c) Scotland

   Scotland becomes the �rst country in the UK to ban the smacking of children.
   Scotland has become the �rst country in the UK to ban outright the physical punishment of children, making it a criminal o�ence for 
   parents to smack their o�spring.
   The member’s bill, which was lodged by the Scottish Green party MSP John Finnie and supported by the Scottish National party 
   government, was passed overwhelmingly on Thursday evening, with 84 MSPs voting in favour and 29 against. 
   It is designed to give children equal protection from violence by removing the defence of “justi�able assault” in Scots law.
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   India to set up coastal surveillance system in Bangladesh
   India and Bangladesh on Saturday inked a important MoU that will enable Delhi to set up a coastal surveillance system radar in 
   Bangladesh.
   PMs Narendra Modi and Sheikh Hasina signed seven pacts --
   providing a Coastal Surveillance System;
   Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on the use of Chattogram and Mongla Ports for Movement of goods to and from India; 
   MoU on withdrawal of 1.82 cusec of water from Feni River by India for drinking water supply scheme for Sabroom town, Tripura; 
   Agreement concerning Implementation of the Lines of Credit (LoCs) committed by India to Bangladesh;
   MoU between University of Hyderabad and University of Dhaka;
   Renewal of Cultural Exchange Programme MoU on Co-operation in Youth A�airs.
   The coastal surveillance system will pave way for Indo-Bangladesh White Shipping Agreement in future. This will be useful amid 
   growing terror threats via seas and growing presence of China in the Bay of Bengal region.
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REPORTS AND INDICES

Ans1-(a) Kerala

   NITI Aayog Releases First Edition of School Education Quality Index (SEQI)
   The report, titled 'The Success of Our Schools-School Education Quality Index' (SEQI) and jointly released by the Niti Aayog, Ministry of 
   Human Resource Development and the World Bank, alongside sectoral experts, is based on indexing of states and Union Territories on 
   the learning outcomes for school-going children.
   SEQI, which used 2016-17 as the reference year and 2015-16 as the base year, was developed to evaluate the performance of states and 
   Union Territories (UTs) in the school education sector.
   The index, prepared on the basis of 30 indicators, was divided into two broad categories -- outcomes that consisted of learning, access, 
   infrastructure & facilities, and equity outcomes; and governance processes aiding outcomes.
   NITI Aayog released School Education Quality Index today for 2019
   Best performing Big states

1. Kerala
2. Rajasthan
3. Karnataka
Worst performing Big state - Uttar Pradesh
Best performing Small states
1. Manipur
2. Tripura
3. Goa
Worst performing Small state - Arunachal Pradesh
Best performing UT - Chandigarh
Worst performing UT - Lakshadweep

Ans2-(d) 10%

   National Nutrition Survey
   The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare organized �rst National Nutrition Survey. The ministry took help from UNICEF to complete 
   the survey.
   The survey was conducted between 2016 and 2018. In India, for the �rst time the ministry measured malnutrition that included micro 
   nutrient de�ciencies.
   It was done by collecting urine samples and blood samples. Apart from this, details of non – communicable diseases like hypertension, 
   diabetes, cholesterol, kidney function in children were also collected during the survey.
   The survey covered more than 1,20,000 children and adolescents in rural and urban area.
   It aims to assess the following :  Micro nutrient de�ciencies Sub clinical in�ammation Worm infestation. Overweight or obesity 
   Cardio – metabolic risks CDSA – Clinical Development Services Agency was selected as the monitoring agency
   Key �ndings of the survey 
   Around 10% of children in the age group of 5 to 9 years and adolescents in the age group 10 to 19 years are pre – diabetic. 
   5% of them were overweight and 5% su�ered from blood pressure. 
   The survey for the �rst time proved the coexistence of obesity and under nutrition. 
   One in �ve children in the age group 5 to 9 years were stunted. 
   FTamil Nadu and Goa had the highest number of adolescents who were obese or overweight.
   Global Nutrition Report, 2018 :
   The Global Nutrition Report 2018, prepared by WHO, states that India is home to 46.6 million stunted children out of 150.8 million 
   stunted children all over the world.

Ans3-(a) Jaipur

   Jaipur Railway Station Tops Indian Railways’ Station Cleanliness Survey 2019
   The Ministry of Railway led by Piyush Goyal has released the 2019 Station Cleanliness Survey that ranks the cleanest railway stations in 
   India. The survey was conducted by the third-party entity Quality Council of India.
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Ans4-(a) 6.3%

   S&P slashes India growth forecast for FY20 to 6.3%
   S&P Global Ratings on Tuesday reduced India’s growth projection for 2019-20 from 7.1% to 6.3%, but said it expected a “decent, albeit 
   unspectacular" recovery in 2020-21 to 7%.

Ans5-(b) 5.15%

   RBI reduces repo rate by 25 basis points in 4th Bi-monthly Monetary Policy
   In its 4th Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Committee meeting, the Reserve Bank of India has reduced the policy repo rate by 25 basis points 
   (bps). The MPC has also decided to maintain the accommodative stance of monetary policy. 
   The main decisions taken in the 4th Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Committee meeting are:
   The repo rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) was reduced from 5.40% to 5.15%.
   The reverse repo rate under the LAF stands revised to 4.90%.
   The marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate is revised to 5.40%.
   RBI has also reduced the real GDP growth for 2019-20 from 6.9% to 6.1%.

Ans6-(b) Tamil Nadu

   PMJAY, �rst year: 90,000 cancer claims, Tamil Nadu tops list
   In its �rst year, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), the tertiary care arm of Ayushman Bharat, has funded the treatment of 
   90,000 cancer patients through 1.8 lakh hospital admissions.
   This is according to data available with the Union Health Ministry, which also show that every year there are 11.57 lakh new cancer 
   patients in India and 7.84 lakh cancer deaths. At any given point, there are 22.5 lakh Indians living with cancer.
   Tamil Nadu, with 40,056 cases, tops the state where the most cancer patients availed treatment under PMJAY, followed by Kerala 
   (22,000), Madhya Pradesh (19,455), Chhattisgarh (15,997) and Gujarat (14,380).

Ans7-(d) 3.5%

   US unemployment falls to a 50-year low
   The US Labor Department reports that the unemployment rate fell to 3.5% from 3.7%. The main reason behind the development is that 
   the economy added 136,000 jobs in September 2019.
   On the other hand, the report claims that the manufacturing jobs fell in September 2019 following the slowdown in-service industry 
   growth. Professionals claim that 15-month US – China trade war has eroded business con�dence. 
   The central bank of US cut rates in July 2019 for the �rst time since 2019 
   Why American Economy is a matter to the world? 
   US is one of the biggest economies in the world. The slowdown in US economy will slow down other economies across the world.

Ans8-(d) 4%

   Top 100 �rms spent only 4% of CSR funds on women's economic empowerment, says UNDP report.
   Top 100 �rms in the country spent a mere 4% of their total expenditure on corporate social responsibility (CSR) activities on women’s 
   economic empowerment, according to a new report by United Nations Development Programme India prepared.
   It shows that the top 100 companies reported a total expenditure of Rs 423.84 crore on women’s empowerment and ₹250.62 crore on 
   their economic empowerment out of the total ₹6,314.30 crore spent on CSR activities in �nancial year 2017-2018. The average median 
   per company was Rs 1.97 crore.

Ans9-(d) 102nd

   India Ranks 102 Out of 117 Countries in Global Hunger Index.
   India has been classi�ed as a country with ‘serious’ levels of hunger according to the 2019 Global Hunger Index.
   India has been ranked 102 out of 117 countries in terms of severity of hunger. The country with the severest problem of hunger at rank 
   117 is the Central African Republic.
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Notes

   With a score of 30.3, India su�ers from a level of hunger that is serious,"
   India fell from 55 in 2014 to 102 in 2019 in the GHI. However, the number of countries has di�ered from year to year. India ranked 55 
   out of 76 nations in 2014, 100 out of 119 countries in 2017, and 103 out of 119 countries in 2018. This year's report calculated the index 
   from a sample of 117 nations and India came on 102.
   Pakistan is at 94, Bangladesh 88 and Nepal 73 in this year's GHI report that the authors say is designed to comprehensively measure 
   and track hunger at the global, regional, and national levels.

   With a score of 30.3, India su�ers from a level of hunger that is serious,"
   India fell from 55 in 2014 to 102 in 2019 in the GHI. However, the number of countries has di�ered from year to year. India ranked 55 
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SPORTS

Ans1-(d) India

   India lift SAFF U-18 Championship title for �rst times
   India won the SAFF Under-18 football Championship by defeating Bangladesh by 2-1 in �nal held in Kathmandu, Nepal. This is India’s 
   maiden SAFF U-18 trophy
   SAFF U-18 Championship It is a football championship for male footballers under the age of 18. It is organized by South Asian Football 
   Federation (SAFF). 
   The championship was held for �rst time in August 2015 in Nepal.
   Number of Participant teams- 8
   Most successful team(s)- Nepal (2nd titles)

Ans2-(c) Kaushal Dharmamer

   Kaushal Dharmamer wins Maldives International Challenge (badminton)
   Indian shuttler Kaushal Dharmamer has won the men’s singles title at the Maldives International Challenge after defeating Siril Verma.
   The 23-year-old from Mumbai has won the Myanmar International Series earlier this month.

Ans3-(d) Lewis Hamilton

   Lewis Hamilton Wins 2019 Russian Grand Prix
   British racing driver Lewis Hamilton, who races in Formula One for Mercedes won the Russian Grand Prix 2019. This was his 9th win of 
   the season.
   Team-mate Valtteri Bottas was in second, with Charles Leclerc (Ferrari) was third. Verstappen was fourth.

Ans4-(b) Sumit Nagal

   Sumit Nagal wins title at ATP Challenger, achieves career-best ranking of 135
   Indian tennis player Sumit Nagal notched up a straight-set win over home favourite Facundo Bognis to claim the men’s singles title at 
   the USD 54,160 ATP Challenger Tournament in BUENOS AIRES (ARGENTINA),
   The 22-year-old from Haryana seeded seventh, outclassed 8th seed Bognis of Argentina 6-4, 6-2 in an hour and 37 minutes to win the 
   title.

Ans5-(a) Kento Momota

   Japan’s Kento Momota wins Korea Open
   Top-ranked Kento Momota of Japan clinched the men’s singles title at the Korea Open badminton tournament on Sunday with a win 
   over number two Chou Tien-chen of Taiwan.
   The 25-year-old downed Chou 21-19, 21-17 in a �nal that lasted 53 minutes.
   Momota, with over 300 wins under his belt, saw his career descend into controversy in 2016 when he was suspended for more than a 
   year for visiting an illegal casino and was denied a spot at the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Ans6-(b) Allyson Felix

   USA's Allyson Felix surpasses Usain Bolt's world record tally of gold medals at World Championships
   Olympic sprinter Allyson Felix has smashed a world record held by a man, gold medal-winning track star Usain Bolt, and she did it just 
   10 months after giving birth.
   Felix, 33, was part of Team USA's mixed-gender 4x400m relay team that won the gold at the World Championships Sunday.
   The win gave Felix her 12th gold medal at the world championships, pushing her past Bolt's record (11 old medals) for the most gold 
   medals of any athlete at the track and �eld World Championships.
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Ans7-(d) Kapil Dev

   Kapil Dev Resigns as Chief of BCCI Cricket Advisory Committee.
   Former India captain Kapil Dev has resigned as the head of the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) Cricket Advisory Committee.
   Kapil Dev was appointed the chief of the 3-member ad-hoc committee in July 2019. Shanta Rangaswamy and Anshuman Gaekwad 
   were the other member of the committee.
   His resignation comes after Shanta Rangaswamy stepped down in September 2019 when they were sent the notice of Con�ict of 
   Interest by BCCI’s ethics o�cer DK Jain in September 2019.
   Cricket Advisory Committee is tasked with the role of picking the head coaches of India women’s and men’s cricket teams.

Ans8-(d) Ben Stokes

   Ben Stokes Bags PCA Players’ Player of the Year 2019
   England all-rounder Ben Stokes has bagged the Professional Cricketers’ Association (PCA) Players’ Player of the Year award 2019.
   PCA Player of the Year is an annual cricket award presented to the player who is adjudged to have been the best of the year in English 
   county cricket.
   Other award winners include: 
   Sophie Ecclestone – Women’s Player of the Summer
   Tom Banton – Young Player of the Year
   Chris Woakes – ODI Player of the Year
   Stuart Broad – Test Player of the Year
   Simon Harmer – County Championship Player of the Year

Ans9-(a) Mumbai

   India's First-Ever Floating Basketball Court Opens In The Arabian Sea
   The National Basketball Association brought to India the �rst-ever Floating Basketball Court in the Arabian Sea near Bandra Worli 
   Sealink in Mumbai
   There were some sports enthusiasts enjoying the �oating court and were accompanied by NBA legend Jason Williams.
   Giving tips to youngsters, Mr Williams said they just got to work hard as kids from all over the world are getting better at the game.
   "You just got to work hard and you have to dedicate all your time to it. Kids from all over the world are getting better at basketball every 
   day and India is maybe a couple of steps behind everyone else but it does not mean they cannot catch up," Mr Williams told ANI.
   NBA India on December 20, 2018, had announced that the �rst-ever NBA game in the country would be organized in October in 
   Mumbai.

Ans10-(b) Rohit Sharma

   Rohit becomes �rst ever batsman to hit tons in debut as Test opener
   Rohit Sharma on Saturday became the �rst-ever batsman to score two centuries on debut as a Test opener after he reached the 
   three-�gure mark for the second time in the ongoing �rst Test against South Africa here.
   Rohit, who had scored 176 in his �rst innings as a Test opener on day one of the match, made 127 o� 149 balls on fourth day.
   Rohit also became the sixth Indian to score a hundred in both innings a Test.
   Vijay Hazare, Sunil Gavaskar (3 times), Rahul Dravid (2 times), Virat Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane have also made centuries in both innings 
   of a Test
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MISCELLANEOUS

Ans1-(b) Pandit Jasraj

   Minor Planet named after Pandit Jasraj.
   The IAU – International Astronomical Union has named a minor planet between Mars and Jupiter after an Indian classical singer Pandit 
   Jasraj. He is the �rst Indian musician to receive this honor. 
   The planet was discovered on November 11, 2006. The minor planets discovered are given permanent numbers by the IAU. The number 
given to Pandit Jasraj planet was 300128 which is a reverse order of his date of birth 28/01/30.
   Pandit Jasraj (Sangeet Martand Pandit Jasraj, born 28 January 1930) is an Indian classical vocalist, belonging to the Mewati gharana 
(musical apprenticeship lineage.
   Sangeet Martand Jasraj was born on 28 January 1930 in Pili Mandori, a village in the Hisar district of Haryana.

Ans2-(d) Katra

   Amit Shah �ags o� Delhi-Katra Vande Bharat Express
   Union Home Minister Amit Shah �agged o� Delhi-Katra Vande Bharat Express from the New Delhi Railway Station. The �rst commercial 
   run of the train will start from 5th October. 
   The train will bring down the travel time between Delhi and Katra, the last station on the way to Vaishno Devi temple, to eight hours 
   from the current 12 hours.
  Delhi-Katra Vande Bharat Express is a big gift for Jammu and Kashmir’s development and for promoting religious tourism. This is the 
   second Vande Bharat Express. The �rst one runs in between Delhi and Varanasi.

Ans3-(b) UNESCO

   Mahatma Lives’: UNESCO and DD to telecast TV Show on Gandhi’s 150th Anniversary
   UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scienti�c and Cultural Organization) and Doordarshan, country’s public service broadcaster has 
   join hands to telecast TV bilingual programme ‘Mahatma Lives‘ or ‘Bapu Zinda Hain’ on 1-2 October 2019, to commemorate the 150th 
   birth anniversary of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. 
   The objective of programme is to celebrate his ideas and teachings and how it has shaped the lives of people in India as well as around 
   the world.

Ans4-(c) New Delhi

   WEF Organizing India Economic Summit in New Delhi
   Emerging technologies such as arti�cial intelligence and drones, environmental reforms, infrastructure, gender parity, start-up 
   unicorns, education and South Asia's economic outlook will be on top of the agenda at the World Economic Forum's 33rd edition of the 
   India Economic Summit beginning October 3 in New Delhi.
   The summit will have special focus on collaboration with South Asia and ASEAN countries. Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
   has arrived in India to attend the summit. She would co – chair the summit along with Singapore Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee 
   Keat, Sania Mirza representing UN Women. MOre than 800 leaders from 40 countries are expected to attend the forum.

Ans5-(c) Telangana

   Telangana becomes fully electri�ed state
   Telangana has become one the fully electri�ed states in the country after providing electricity to over 5 lakh 15 thousand households 
   under the Soubhagya Yojana introduced by the Centre in October 2017.
   During the last two years, the entire state has been covered and the households in remote areas have been provided electricity under 
   the Sahaj Bijili Ghar Yojana (Soubhagya).
   Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the Soubhagya Yojana across the country two years ago in this month.
  In Telangana state, over 5 lakh 15 thousand households especially those in the remote areas have been electri�ed during the past 2 
   years achieving 100 per cent coverage.
   After fully covering the state by the end of January this year, a special drive has also been conducted in which another over 63 
   thousand households have been covered making the state fully electri�ed under the Soubhagya Yojana.
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Ans6-(b) UNESCO

   Mahatma Lives’: UNESCO and DD to telecast TV Show on Gandhi’s 150th Anniversary
   UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scienti�c and Cultural Organization) and Doordarshan, country’s public service broadcaster has 
   join hands to telecast TV bilingual programme ‘Mahatma Lives‘ or ‘Bapu Zinda Hain’ on 1-2 October 2019, to commemorate the 150th 
   birth anniversary of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. 
   The objective of programme is to celebrate his ideas and teachings and how it has shaped the lives of people in India as well as around 
   the world

Ans7-(a) 31 March 2020

PIO cards to continue as valid travel document upto March 2020
   The Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) cards along with valid foreign passport will be considered for exit or entry into India till 31 March 
   2020. 
   Government of India had earlier advised all PIO card holders to convert their cards to Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) cards by 30 
   September 2019.
   Key Highlights 
   The Indian Consulate in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE) stated that as per the latest advisory issued by Government of India- The 
   Bureau of Immigration (BoI) will now accept Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) cards as valid travel document till 31 March 2020 along with 
   valid foreign passport
   The Indian Immigration Check Post(s) will continue to consider all PIO cards valid for exit/entry into India till 31 March 2020 
   The advisory also stated that all the valid PIO cardholders as on 9 January 2015 are requested to apply for conversion of PIO card to OCI 
   card as per guidelines at the earliest.

Ans8-(c) Mumbai

   Gandhi Film Festival to be organised in Mumbai
   Film Division in association with India Tourism will organise a Gandhi Film Festival at JB Hall in Mumbai from 2nd to 6th October.
   The festival as part of Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary will showcase select �lms focussing on Swachh Bharat and non-
   violence.
   The festival will be inaugurated by noted actor Darshan Jariwala on 2nd October.
   Movies to be screened include ‘Gandhi’ by Richard Attenborough, ‘The Making of Mahatma’ by Shyam Benegal and ‘Maine Gandhi to 
   Nahi Maara’ by Jahnu Barua.
   India Tourism, on the other hand, will arrange for a guided tour of National Museum of Indian Cinema. Films Division will organise a 
   padyatra.

Ans9-(c) Kerala

   Kerala CM launches capacity development programme for women entrepreneurs
   Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on Friday launched the Kerala edition of WING-Women Rise Together, an initiative by Startup 
   India, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) for capacity development of women entrepreneurs in the 
   country at the second edition of Huddle Kerala 2019.
   The programme aims to identify and support aspiring and established female entrepreneurs by providing them access to incubation, 
   investors and various business support services.
   An initiative by Startup India, the program aims to support at least 7500 women entrepreneurs in the country over the next one year.
   Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) along with LetsVenture has been awarded the responsibility by Invest India to run this programme in all 
   the southern states- Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and Kerala.

Ans10-(b) North Western Railway (NWR)

   Indian Railways starts QR code process at 12 stations! 
   Big boon for Indian Railways passengers! Now, get paperless train tickets easily and quickly with just a few clicks on your phone! The 
   North Western Railway (NWR) zone of the Indian Railways network has taken a huge step for the ease and convenience of passengers 
   with the use of mobile QR codes at as many as 12 of its important railway stations.
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   This will enable passengers to swiftly book paperless and unreserved train tickets through the Indian Railways UTS mobile application. 
   The QR codes have been made available at following railway stations of the NWR zone:

1. Abu Road
2. Ajmer
3. Udaipur city
4. Jaipur
5. Durgapura (Jaipur)
6. Gandhinagar (Jaipur)
7. Alwar
8. Rewari
9. Sanganer
10. Bikaner
11. Lalgarh
12. Jodhpur

Ans11-(d) Actor

   Veteran actor Viju Khote passes away at 77
   Veteran Hindi and Marathi �lm-theatre actor Viju Khote passed away on Monday due to multiple organ failure. He was 77.
   The actor, most famous for playing the dacoit Kalia in Sholay and Robert in Andaz Apna Apna, died at his residence.
   “He passed away today at 6.55 am peacefully in his sleep at the residence. He has been unwell since quite for sometimes. He had 
   multiple organ failure,” actor Bhavana Balsavar, his niece, said

Ans12-(c) 600

   Nearly 600 prisoners to walk free on Gandhi Jayanthi.
   Several hundred prisoners, convicted of o�ences other than murder, rape and corruption, will be released from jails across India on 
   October 2 to mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, o�cials said on Sunday.
   The number could be nearly 600, and the �nal list is being prepared by the Union Home Ministry in close coordination with the State 
   governments and the administrations of the Union Territories.
   A Home Ministry o�cial said that under the scheme for special remission to mark the birth anniversary, prisoners had been released on 
   October 2, 2018 and April 6, 2019. The third phase is due on the coming Gandhi Jayanthi.

Ans13-(d) Tejas Express 

   UP CM �ags o� India's �rst private train Lucknow-New Delhi Tejas Express.
   Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath �agged o� Tejas express from Charbagh railway station in Lucknow on Friday. India's �rst 
   private train will be run by IRCTC six days a week except for Tuesday.
   A high-quality meal will be served to the passengers on the Lucknow-New Delhi Tejas express and there are also tea-co�ee vending 
   machines inside the coaches. 
   Passengers travelling on this train can only book tickets from IRCTC website and Railways app.
   The train will complete the journey from Lucknow to Delhi in 6 hours 10 minutes. In a �rst, passengers will be compensated if the train 
   gets delayed.
   According to the information provided by IRCTC, the passengers will get a refund of Rs 100 in case the train gets delayed for an hour. If 
   the delay is of more than 2 hours then Rs 250 will be given to passengers by IRCTC.
   It is also for the �rst time IRCTC is o�ering free travel insurance of Rs 25 lakh to the passengers travelling on the train. Taxi hiring and 
   hotel booking facilities will also be given to the passengers on demand.

   This will enable passengers to swiftly book paperless and unreserved train tickets through the Indian Railways UTS mobile application. 
   The QR codes have been made available at following railway stations of the NWR zone:
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