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▪ The recent monsoon floods in 
Kerala and parts of Karnataka 
should serve as alarm bells for the 
administrations in the States of 

▪ Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, which 
have failed to mark ESA in the 
Western Ghats, the Committee on 
Government Assurances in the 
Rajya Sabha has said.

▪ The panel had examined issues 
regarding the categorisation of the 
Western Ghats as ESA as per the 
recommendations of two 
committees led by 

▪Madhav Gadgil and 
▪K. Kasturirangan.

Western Ghats host India’s richest 
wilderness in 13 national parks and several 
sanctuaries. 
Recognised by UNESCO as one of the 
world’s eight most important biodiversity 
hotspots, these forested hills are also 
sourcing to numerous rivers, including the 
Godavari, Krishna and Cauvery.



• Gadgil Commission, an environmental research commission is 
named after its chairman Madhav Gadgil. The commission is formally 
known as Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP). The commission 
submitted the report to the Government of India on 31 August 2011.

• The Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP) designated the entire 
hill range as an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA).

• commission recommended constitution of a Western Ghats Ecology 
Authority (WGEA), as a statutory authority under the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, with the powers under Section 3 of 
the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

• The major criticism faced by Gadgil Committee report was that it was 
more environment-friendly and not in tune with the ground 
realities.

The Western Ghats is 
an extensive region 
spanning over six 
States, 44 districts 
and 142 taluks.



• the Kasturirangan committee 
was constituted to examine the 
WGEEP report. The committee is 
often called HLWG – it denotes 
the 10 member high-level 
working group (HLWG), headed 
by Kasturirangan.

• Instead of the total area of 
Western Ghats, only 37% (i.e. 
60,000 sq. km.) of the total area 
be brought under ESA under 
Kasturirangan report.

• The Kasturirangan panel used 
remote sensing and aerial 
survey methods for zonal 
demarcation of land in the 
Western Ghats.



▪ The Nature of Ordinance-Making Power of the 
President of India

▪ Article 123 of the Indian Constitution empowers 
the President to promulgate ordinances during 
the recess of the Parliament. 

▪ The ordinances are temporary laws having the 
effect of an act.

▪ It is considered one of the important legislative 
powers of the President

▪ An ordinance may be 
issued by the 
President when one 
House is in session.

▪ An ordinance may be 
made under 
circumstances 
which require 
immediate action.

▪ An ordinance needs to be present before the 
Houses of Parliament who reassembles. 

▪ An ordinance ceases to operate on the expiry 
of six weeks from the reassembly of 
Parliament. 

▪ If the Houses reassemble on different date 
the period of six weeks is calculated from the 
later of those dates.



U.S., Israel officially quit UNESCO

• The U.S. And israel officially quit the un’s educational, 
scientific and cultural agency (UNESCO) at the stroke of 
midnight, 

• The culmination of a process triggered more than a year 
ago amid concerns that the organisation fosters anti-
israel bias.

• The withdrawal is mainly procedural, yet serves a new 
blow to UNESCO, co-founded by the U.S. after the 
Second World War to foster peace.

• both Israel and the United States stopped paying dues 
after Palestine was voted in as a member state of the 
organisation.



Ganga water quality has 
improved, govt. tells RS
Cleaner stretches recorded across 
all riverine States

Telangana CJ, judges 
sworn in
Four years and seven months 
after it was carved out as a 
separate State, Telangana got a 
High Court for itself with the 
swearing-in of its first Chief 
Justice Thottathil B. 
Radhakrishnan and 12 other 
judges here on Tuesday.





Editorials



Boost to plain packaging
More countries are adopting the tough measure in 
order to curb tobacco consumption

• This year, Thailand and Saudi Arabia will join a growing club 
of nations introducing plain packaging of tobacco products.

• They are the first in the Asian and Arab regions, respectively, 
to adopt the tough measure in order to curb tobacco 
consumption — from September in Thailand, and May 1 in 
Saudi Arabia’s case



• In December 2012, Australia became the first 
country to introduce plain packaging following 
the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC) guidelines.

• Plain packaging standardises the appearance 
of tobacco products.

• Other than brand and product names displayed 
in a standard colour and font style, it prohibits 
the use of logos, colours, brand images or 
promotional information. 

• Besides increasing the effectiveness of health 
warnings, the idea is to reduce the 
attractiveness of tobacco products, with no 
scope for using packaging to advertise and 
promote consumption.

Ruling by the world trade 
organisation (WTO), in june 2018, 
favouring plain packaging, has 
struck a blow against the 
tobacco industry.



In may 2018

• India to ratify WHO protocol against 
illegal trade of tobacco

• Cabinet nod for ratification meant to 
check the growing illicit tobacco 
market at home

• The total tax is around 52 per cent for 
cigarettes while taxes constitute only 
19.2 per cent of the retail price of 'bidis’.

• Therefore, there is a greater incentive 
to evade taxes on cigarettes than on 
'bidis' and greater share of illegal trade 
is also in this sector.

▪ In April 2016, India increased 
the size of graphic pictorial 
warnings, by 85%, on the 
packaging of tobacco products 
(both front and back).

▪ The percentage of users in India 
who thought of quitting because 
of such warning labels increased 
sharply to 62% (cigarette), 54% 
(bidi) and 46% (smokeless 
tobacco users), according to the 
Global Adult Tobacco Survey 
2016-2017, when compared with 
the survey results of 2009-2010.



• The World Health Organization Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) is 
a treaty adopted by the 56th World Health Assembly held in 
Geneva, Switzerland on 21 May 2003.

• It became the first World Health Organization treaty 
adopted under article 19 of the WHO constitution.

• The treaty came into force on 27 February 2005. It had been 
signed by 

• The FCTC, one of the most quickly ratified treaties in United 
Nations history,

• a supranational agreement that seeks "to protect present 
and future generations from the devastating health, social, 
environmental and economic consequences of tobacco 
consumption and exposure to tobacco smoke" by enacting a 
set of universal standards stating the dangers of tobacco and 
limiting its use in all forms worldwide168 countries and is 
legally binding in 181 ratifying countries

WHO FCTC is the first 
public health treaty 
negotiated by the UN

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tobacco_smoke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratifying


• The fog of bad loans shrouding the banking sector appears to 
be lifting after a long period of sustained stress. 

• The Reserve Bank of India’s Financial Stability Report reveals 
the first half-yearly decline in the ratio of gross non-
performing assets (GNPA) to advances since September 2015. 

• The ratio across all scheduled commercial banks has eased to 
10.8% as of end-September 2018, from 11.5% in March

• for the baseline assumption, the GNPA ratio would narrow to 
10.3% by March 2019

• PSBs have a disproportionately higher share of bad loans 
from among large borrowers, who accounted for almost 55% 
of loans advanced by all banks as of September. The GNPA 
ratio for this category at PSBs was 21.6%, compared with just 
7% at private banks.

Signs of a turnaround
Regulatory vigil should not ease after the half-yearly decline 
in banks’ gross NPA ratio



• RBI’s Prompt Corrective Action 
(PCA) framework, has significantly 
helped lower contagion risk to the 
banking system

• Data on banking frauds are also a 
cause for concern. Close to 95% of 
the frauds reported in the six 
months ended September were 
credit-related, with PSBs again 
bearing the brunt of mala fide 
intent on the part of borrowers

• Regulators and policymakers need 
to work together to insulate the 
economy from the risks

Sovereign Guarantee is a 
promise by the Government 
to discharge the liability of a 
third person in case of his 
default
Article 292 of the Constitution of 
India extends the executive 
power of the Union to the giving 
of guarantees on the security of 
the Consolidated Fund of India, 
within such limits, if any, as may 
be fixed by Parliament. Similar 
powers are given to States 
under Article 293.

http://indiacode.nic.in/coiweb/welcome.html


The Bilateral 
Transformation
India and Bangladesh must seize the opportunity to 
further enhance connectivity and trade ties

• Landslide victory for Grand Alliance led by 
the Awami League (AL), headed by 
incumbent Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,

• Opposition leaders hurling allegations that 
the elections were “farcical”

• Election-related violence on polling day 
claimed 17 lives

• Ms. Hasina is set for another five-year term 
in office. She has an enviable record of  
delivering record economic growth. 

• Bangladesh’s GDP grew at a rate of  7.6% in 
the last quarter, making it one of  the fastest 
growing economies in the world.

India’s ‘neighbourhood policy’ 
has focussed on Bangladesh, 
which has emerged as a key 
interlocutor in India’s ‘Act 
East Policy’ and sub-regional 
groupings like BIMSTEC (Bay 
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation) and 
the BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Nepal) Initiative.





The BIMSTEC
member states—
Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand ,

Nepal and Bhutan
—are among 
the countries 
dependent on the 
Bay of Bengal.

Improvement in bilateral ties has led to newer areas of cooperation such as 
cyberspace. Bangladesh has provided cyber connectivity between the 
international gateway at Cox’s Bazar to Agartala for faster Internet 
connectivity in India’s northeastern States.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhutan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Countries_dependent_on_the_Bay_of_Bengal


• The asymmetry in the economies of India and Bangladesh is the 
major factor. 

• To enable more Bangladeshi exports to flow into India, duty free 
entry was granted in 2011 under the South Asian Free Trade 
Area.

• This has led to an increase in exports from Bangladesh from 
around $350 million to the current level of around $900 million.

• An SEZ in Bangladesh for Indian manufacturing companies has 
been mooted and notified. When operational it will encourage 
Indian companies to manufacture there and export to India. 
Indian investment in Bangladesh has reached $3 billion. In 2017, 
13 agreements worth around $10 billion were signed in the 
power and energy sectors.



• Bangladesh is India’s largest 
trading partner in South Asia 
with an annual turnover of 
around $9 billion plus

• across the 4,100-km-long 
porous border. Cooperation in 
connectivity, energy, security 
and intelligence matters has 
intensified.

• The Padma multipurpose 
bridge and the Akhaura-
Agartala rail link will 
dramatically change 
connectivity within Bangladesh 
and with India. Waterways are 
also being revived to reduce the 
cost of trade.

▪ In sept.-Friendship Pipeline 
and Dhaka-Tongi-Joydebpur
Railway Project.

▪ Earlier Bangladesh cabinet 
approved access of Chittagong 
port by NE states of India 
enhancing intra-regional 
connectivity.



Padma Bridge is the most 
challenging construction 
project in the history of 
Bangladesh.



• China’s security and economic footprint has grown in south 
asia and managing this will remain a challenge for both 
countries. 

• While bangladesh is overwhelmingly dependent on military 
hardware from china, india has provided a $500 million loc 
for procurement of defence-related goods from india. 

• This momentum must be maintained and intensified.

• The issue of the illegal migration has already acquired a 
high profile in india with the publication of the draft 
national register of citizens in assam.

• Current rohingya issue

Challenges



Modiji Called Hasina  



• The reasons for Israel’s overtures towards Saudi Arabia are more 
complex. A common front against Iran is, of course, a major factor 
determining Israeli policy. Iran is a potential challenger to Israel’s 
nuclear monopoly in West Asia and uses its influence in the Levant 
to impede Israeli dominance of the region

• Israel and Saudi Arabia have a common interest in preventing the 
democratisation of Arab countries

• Israeli government estimates that improved relations with the 
Saudi regime, the “guardian” of Islam’s two holiest sites, will help 
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to Tel Aviv’s satisfaction

• Saudi Arabia is mortally afraid of a democratic wave in the Arab 
world since it would further highlight the despotic nature of its 
regime.

• The Saudi-Israeli rapprochement has been actively supported by 
the Trump administration. The United States is extremely 
interested in the formation of a joint front between Saudi Arabia 
and Israel against Iran

The enemy is Iran, which both 
countries perceive as the 
primary threat to their strategic 
interests in West Asia. Saudi 
Arabia is engaged in a fierce 
competition with Iran for 
influence in the Persian Gulf and 
wider West Asia. Riyadh seems 
to be losing this competition as 
demonstrated by recent events 
in Syria, Lebanon and Iraq as well 
as tiny Qatar’s defiant attitude.



MCQ 1

Choose correct regarding FCTC

1. India is not the signatory

2. It’s the First legally binding treaty by UN

3. It prohibits the manufacturing of Tobacco

(A)1 & 2

(B)2 & 3

(C)1 only

(D)None 



MCQ 2

Choose correct 

1. India has its second longest border with Bangladesh

2. Length of brahmputra is more in india which enters Bangladesh 
crossing border from state of Meghalaya

3. Mizoram is surrounded by Bangladesh from 3 sides

(A)1 & 3

(B)2 & 3

(C)All 

(D)None 



MCQ 3

Choose correct regarding Palestine

1. It’s a member of UNESCO

2. It’s the latest member state of UN

3. Its capital is Tel Aviv

(A)1 & 3

(B)2 & 3

(C)1 only

(D)None 



MCQ 4

Choose correct regarding G 20

1. Its summit happened in france this year

2. India is not a member

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C)Both

(D)None 



Vocabulary

• prognosticate

• farcical

• Impinge



QUESTION FOR MAINS
1. Amid all scenarios of cow vigilantism to mob lynching 
,highlighting cattle’s importance with a new domain of 
protection by politicians and now stray cattles being a menace 
at some public places, 

Give your Opinions on the issue and suggest measures 
to improvement in the condition of cattles and 
management of the issue.(200 words)

2. Is the loan waiver to farmers going to help them in 
doubling the income and improving situation.

Give your opinion (200 words)

3. Comment on india’s future aspirations with Bangladesh 
with respect to transport trade and security issues.(200 words)


