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PREPARE BUSINESS CONTINUITY 
PLANS
The current 21-day lockdown is scheduled to end on April 14. 

PM Modi called on all ministries to prepare business continuity plans to mitigate 
the impact of Covid-19 and put the economy back into recovery mode once the 
lockdown ends. 

Each ministry has to identify 10 key decisions and 10 priority focus areas for 
action. 

The cabinet approved a 30% cut in pay for all members of parliament and 
ministers, including the PM, for a year. 



PM tasked departments with drawing up urgent revival strategies at the council 
of ministers meeting. 

Modi also highlighted the impact of the outbreak on India’s exports and asked 
ministers to submit actionable suggestions on boosting manufacturing and 
exports, the PMO said. 

He also told them to work toward opening up new markets and sectors for Indian 
exports. 

Using truck aggregators to connect farmers with mandis, on the lines of app-
based cab services.

Micro-level planning is essential to maintain supply lines and availability of 
essentials.



Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme: Each MP gets Rs 5 
crore per year to spend on development work in the constituency under the 
programme.

Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar was noncommittal
about the lockdown being lifted on April 14. 

It would be up to the states to decide whether similar salary cuts should be 
imposed at their level.



PHASED EXIT FROM LOCKDOWN
The government could consider a phased exit from the national lockdown.

Partially lift restrictions in low-risk states and districts while continuing with 
stringent curbs in areas with the maximum number of cases. 

Medical Emergency Management Plan Group: The high-risk states and districts 
could see the lockdown continue for 28 days more.

It proposes dividing states into four categories based on the severity of outbreak, 
with the worst-hit ones placed in stage 4. 

All the 11 empowered committees constituted to suggest ways to tackle different 
aspects of the Covid-19 crisis have favoured a gradual lifting of the lockdown even 
as Indian Council of Medical Research expressed ‘concerns’, people familiar with 
the matter said.

QUESTION: Who is the head of Medical Emergency Management Plan Group?



RBI ON MORATORIUM OPTION

RBI reached out to several banks and non-banking finance companies to say that 
borrowers should be considered ‘under moratorium by default’ regardless of their 
opting-in or otherwise. 

Many banks are offering the option to defer the payment of loan interest and 
principal only to borrowers who specifically ask for it.

But, according to RBI, it’s just the opposite.

Some banks may face a liquidity crunch.

According to most banks, the RBI circular does not cover NBFCs.



GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONING 

Centre is exploring a road map to scale up government functioning after April 14. 

Ministries have been told to use the next eight days to 
 Identify projects to be tendered out, 

Complete paperwork on bids to be invited while working from home, 

Draw up roster for staff to work in shifts 

Look at technology to conduct audio or video hearings in public-dealing offices and commissions



Right before the government went into a lockdown, the Centre notified crucial
land use changes in the master plan. 

At present, CPWD, the prime construction arm of the government, is working out 
contract modalities for tender that was earlier aimed to be floated in March. 

Contracts awaiting award are also likely to be opened up immediately after the 
lockdown ends. 

The main idea is to kickstart the economy. With such projects on ground, 
construction work may start in certain areas which have not reported Covid-19
cases. 

This would generate employment and put some disposable income in the hands of 
the poor



SERVICES PMI

India’s services sector activity contracted in March.

The IHS Markit India Services Business Activity Index recorded 49.3 in March, 
down from February’s 85-month high of 57.5.

The index is derived from responses to questionnaires sent to about 400 service
sector companies. 

The sectors covered include consumer (excluding retail), transport, information, 
communication, finance, insurance, real estate and business services.





REMOVE EXPORT BAN ON KEY DRUG

Around 30 countries including Saarc nations and key global partners globally 
including West Asia have asked India to lift the ban on the export of 
Hydroxychloroquine.

American President Donald Trump statement he had asked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to allow exports of medicines already ordered by the US .

India was losing the market to others and a conscious decision has now been 
taken. 



QUESTION

Recently, government has slashed interest rates on various small savings 
schemes. What is the range of this slash?

A. 60-140 bps

B. 70-140 bps

C. 50-100 bps

D. 40-100 bps
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