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• Father Stan Swamy, a tribal rights activist arrested in the Elgaar 
Parishad case last year, passed away at a private hospital in 
Mumbai 

 

• The 84-year-old Jesuit priest, who had been hospitalised on 
May 30 following the directions of the Bombay High Court, was 
put on ventilator support. 

 

• His lawyers had moved the Bombay High Court on Monday 
morning, seeking an urgent hearing on his medical bail plea. 
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• Father Stan Swamy a tribal rights activist based in Jharkhand.  

• Worked in the state for over three decades on various issues of the 
adivasi communities on land, forest and labour rights.  

• This includes questioning the non-implementation of the Fifth 
Schedule of the Constitution, which stipulated setting up of a Tribes 
Advisory Council with members solely of the adivasi community for 
their protection, well-being and development in the state. 

• Swamy had challenged the NIA’s “indiscriminate” arrest of thousands 
of young adivasis and moolvasis with investigating agencies labeling 
them as “Naxals”. 
 

Stan Swamy, and his work? 



• Public Interest petition in the High Court against the state was 
filed asking for all such undertrial prisoners to be released on a 
personal bond, and the conduct of a speedy trial.  

• Also sought the appointment of a judicial commission to 
investigate the reasons for delays in the trial process. 

• Swamy’s work also involved opposition to the setting up of “land 
banks”, which he argued would free up land belonging to the 
community to set up small and big industries. 

• His work involved expressing dissent with several policies of the 
government, and laws enacted in violation of the Constitution. 

 

His stand on Arrest of Tribals 



Elgar Parishad Connection of Stan Swamy  



• December 31, 2017 – Bhima Koregaon violence broke out in Pune 

• January 8, 2018 – Pune Police registered a FIR 

• August 22, 2018 - Pune Police named Fr Stan Swamy as an accused in the 
FIR 

• August 28, 2018 – Police conducted raid at Fr Swamy’s residence in Ranchi 
• October 23, 2018 – He moved Bombay HC to quash FIR 

• October 26, 2018 – HC protected Fr Stan from arrest 

• November 1, 2018 – Protection from arrest was extended by HC 

• November 22, 2018 – HC tells State to put on record material against Fr Stan 

• December 14, 2018 – HC rejected Fr Stan’s plea to quash FIR against him 

• December 6, 2019 – Police conducted raid at Fr Stan’s residence at Ranchi 
• January 25, 2020 – National Investigation Agency (NIA) took over the probe 

• April 26, 2020 - Fr Stan turned 84 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/maharashtra-tense-a-day-after-clashes-during-bicentenary-celebrations-of-koregaon-bhima-battle/article22352367.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/maharashtra-tense-a-day-after-clashes-during-bicentenary-celebrations-of-koregaon-bhima-battle/article22352367.ece


• The NIA arrested Swamy in the Elgar Parishad case in October 2020. 

 

• The Elgar Parishad case had led to Bhima-Koregaon case arrests.  

 

• The NIA has claimed that Swamy had received Rs 8 lakh from one 
comrade Mohan to spread the activities of the Communist Party of 
India (Maoist). 

Why Arrested 



• However, soon after the arrest, the NIA requested the court to send 
Swamy in judicial custody and did not seek his custody even for a 
day. 

 

 

• Swamy had been languishing in Navi Mumbai’s Taloja jail for the last 
nine months, with the NIA opposing his bail application in the lower 
court and the high court.  

 

• last to be arrested by the National Investigation Agency, also eldest 
and frailest among all 

Why Arrested 



• October 8, 2020 – Fr Stan was arrested by NIA and taken to Taloja 
Central Jail 

• October 9, 2020 – NIA filed 2nd supplementary chargesheet named Fr 
Stan 

• October 23, 2020 – Special NIA court rejected Fr Stan’s interim medical 
bail 

• November 6, 2020 – Fr Stan moved court seeking permission to allow a 
straw and sipper 

• November 26, 2020 - NIA said it does not have the straw and sipper 

• December 4, 2020 – Fr Stan received the straw and sipper 

• February 23, 2021 – Fr Stan filed for medical bail before special NIA court 

• March 22, 2021 – Special NIA court rejected his medical bail 

• March 23, 2021 – Order read, “Fr Stan hatched a serious conspiracy to 
create unrest in the entire country and to overpower the Government, 
politically and by using muscle power.” 
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• April 26, 2021 – Fr Stan moved HC in appeal against rejection of his medical bail 

• May 4, 2021 – HC ordered Maharashtra government to file his medical report 

• May 15, 2021 – Fr Stan had fever and became very fragile at Taloja Central Jail 

• May 21, 2021 – Fr Stan tells HC: Can’t walk, can’t eat requests for interim 
medical bail 

• May 28, 2021 – HC directed Fr Stan to be shifted to private hospital 

• May 30, 2021 – Fr Stan tested positive for COVID-19 

• June 17, 2021 – HC: Fr Stan has critical medical issues will be at private hospital 

• July 2, 2021 – Fr Stan challenged some sections UAPA before HC 

• July 4, 2021 – Fr Stan suffered cardiac arrest and was put on ventilator 

• July 5, 2021 – Fr Stan passed away at 1.24pm 
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• Swamy, during his last appearance before the High Court on 
May 21 through video conference from Taloja jail,  

 

• had said that he did not want to be admitted to any hospital but 
wanted to be among his own in Ranchi.  

 

• his request could not be met by the judicial system. 
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The 

Custodial 

Death 



• In past, the term custodial death has been used in connection 
with physical torture on prisoners by the police, prison authority, 
or any other authority.  

 

• Stan Swamy was hospitalised and getting treatment in custody, 

 

• Courts should broaden the definition of custodial death, which 
has had a narrow definition so far because Stan Swamy was 
admittedly suffering from a life-threatening illness and 
hospitalised in custody, neither our prison system nor our 
agencies and courts thought that it is necessary to release him 
on bail 



D K Basu v. State of West Bengal (1997): 10 Commandments 

1. Suitable identification of all officials on their person. 

2. Preparation of arrest memo, attested by a family member of the 
accused. 

3. Recording of injuries of the accused in the inspection memo, if 
requested by the accused. And signing of the memo by both the 
parties. 

4. Providing all details of time and place of arrest. 

5. Intimation of the location of arrest to the family members of the 
accused and all details to any nearby legal aid centre. 



D K Basu v. State of West Bengal (1997): 10 Commandments 

6. maintenance of daily diary in the police station and procedure of its 
maintenance. 

7. Medical examination of the arrestee, every 28 hours after the 
arrest, by a trained doctor. 

8. Right of the arrestee to meet and consult lawyers. 

9. Making it mandatory for the police to send copies of all relevant 
documents to a local magistrate. 

10. Setting up of police control rooms where all such information would 
be properly preserved. 



Other Convicts in jail. 

• While 82-year old poet Varavara Rao is out on temporary bail 
for six months  

• Delhi University professor, Hany Babu is also admitted to a 
private hospital after he suffered an acute eye infection in jail,  

• others including former Prime Minister Rural Development 
Fellow, Mahesh Raut, academic Anand Teltumbde, lawyers 
Surendra Gadling, Sudha Bharadwaj, former professor Shoma 
Sen, cultural group Kabir Kala Manch members Sagar Gorkhe, 
Ramesh Gaichor, Jyoti Jagtap, activists Arun Ferreira, Vernon 
Gonsalves, Rona Wilson and Gautam Navlakha 
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