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CURRENT AFFAIR 

• Recently, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
has directed a committee to assess the 
amount of damage caused to the environment 
due to the dump sites (legacy waste) in Delhi. 

 

• The committee comprises representatives 
from the Central Pollution Control Board, 
National Environmental Engineering Research 
Institute (NEERI) and IIT Delhi. 



NGT 

• It is a specialised body set up under the National Green 
Tribunal Act (2010) 

•  Effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to 
environmental protection and conservation of forests 
and other natural resources. 

• NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or 
appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the same. 

• The NGT has five places of sittings, New Delhi is the 
Principal place of sitting and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and 
Chennai are the other four. 



CPCB 

• CPCB is a statutory organisation which was 
constituted in September, 1974 under the Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. 

• It was entrusted with the powers and functions 
under the Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981. 

• to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in 
different areas of the States by prevention, 
control and abatement of water pollution. 

• to improve the quality of air and to prevent, 
control or abate air pollution in the country. 



Council of Scientific & Industrial 
Research- National Environmental and 

Engineering Research Institute 
 

• CSIR-NEERI is a research institute created and funded 
by the Government of India. It functions under the 
Ministry of Science & Technology. 

• It was established in Nagpur in 1958 with focus on 
water supply, sewage disposal,communicable diseases 
and to some extent on industrial pollution and 
occupational diseases found common in post-
independent India. 

• CSIR has 38 national laboratories working in various 
areas of science and technology. CSIR-NEERI is one of 
those laboratories. 



LEGACY WASTE 

• Legacy wastes are the wastes that have been collected 
and kept for years at some barren land or a place 
dedicated for Landfill (an area to dump solid waste). 

• This waste can be roughly grouped into four categories: 

• Contained and/or stored waste(contained or stored 
waste are wastes in tanks, canisters, and stainless steel 
bins). 

• Buried waste. 

• Contaminated soil and groundwater 

• Contaminated building materials and structures. 



DISPOSAL 

• Biomining method has been proposed by the 
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for the 
effective disposal of legacy wastes. 

 



BIOMINING 

• Biomining is the process of using microorganisms 
(microbes) to extract metals of economic interest 
from rock ores or mine waste. 

• Biomining techniques may also be used to clean 
up sites that have been polluted with metals. 

• It is usually used for old dumped waste that 
remains in a partly or fully decomposed state 
with no segregation in existence between wet 
and dry waste. 



• Cost effective method 
• Treatment is done by dividing the garbage heap at the 

site into suitable blocks to let the air percolate in the 
heap. 

• As a result, the leachate which is the water in the heap 
with suspended solid particles is drained off and 
microbes are sprayed in the heap to initiate biological 
decompositions. 

• The waste is turned over several times in order to 
devoid the waste to leachate as much as possible. 

• This biological decomposition of the waste decreases 
the volume of the waste by 40%. 
 



Environmental Impact of Legacy Waste 

• Legacy wastes not only occupy large space, 
but also become a breeding ground for 
pathogens, flies, malodours and generation of 
leachate, which may lead to water 
contamination. 

• They also contribute to generation of 
greenhouse gases and pose risk of 
uncontrollable fire. 




