
Cabinet Approves Bill to 
Regulate Surrogacy 





CURRENT AFFAIR 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the 
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2020. 

 



Surrogacy 

• It occurs when a woman agrees to gestate a baby for another 
couple or individual. 

• There are two kinds of surrogacy- gestational and traditional. 
• In gestational surrogacy the embryo that is fertilised by the in-vitro 

method is implanted into the uterus of the surrogate mother who 
then carries and delivers the baby. 

• Gestational surrogacy became popular in India due to advances in 
reproductive medicine, a large pool of impoverished women and 
low cost compared to countries such as the United States, Canada 
and Australia. 

• In traditional surrogacy, the surrogate mother is impregnated with 
the sperm of the intended father artificially which makes her both 
the genetic and gestational mother. 

• Surrogacy can be commercial or altruistic depending upon whether 
the surrogate is paid money for her pregnancy. 



• The Cabinet incorporated all the 
recommendations of the Rajya Sabha Select 
Committee before approving the Bill. 

• The latest Bill is a reformed version of the 
draft legislation, which was passed by the Lok 
Sabha in August 2019.  

• The 2019 Bill was referred to the Select 
Committee. 



FEATURES OF THE BILL 

• The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2020 aims at banning 
commercial surrogacy and allowing altruistic surrogacy. 

• While commercial surrogacy will be prohibited 
including sale and purchase of human embryo and 
gametes, ethical surrogacy to Indian married couples, 
Indian-origin married couples and Indian single woman 
will be allowed on fulfillment of certain conditions. 

• The Bill allows a willing woman to be a surrogate 
mother and would benefit widows and divorced 
women besides infertile Indian couples. 



Recommendations of the Committee 

• Definition of “infertility” as the inability to conceive after 
five years of unprotected intercourse should be deleted.  

• It is too long a period for a couple to wait for a child. 
• It was recommended that a surrogate mother need not be 

a “close relative”. 
• Requiring the surrogate mother to be a “close relative” 

potentially restricts the availability of surrogate mothers, 
affecting people in genuine need. 

• Single women (widow or a divorcee) should be allowed to 
avail of surrogacy. 

• The insurance cover for a surrogate mother should be 
increased to 36 months from 16 months. 



Features of the Surrogacy (Regulation) 
Bill, 2020 

• It provides for the constitution of surrogacy boards at 
the national as well as state levels to ensure effective 
regulation. 

• It seeks to allow ethical altruistic surrogacy to the 
intending infertile Indian married couple between the 
age of 23-50 years for females and 26-55 years for 
males. 

• Only Indian couples can opt for surrogacy in the 
country. 

• It makes it mandatory for the couple to obtain a 
certificate of essentiality and also a certificate of 
eligibility before going ahead with surrogacy. 



• It also provides that intending couples should not 
abandon the child born out of surrogacy under 
any condition.  

• The newborn child shall be entitled to all rights 
and privileges that are available to a natural child. 

• The Bill also seeks to regulate the functioning of 
surrogacy clinics.  

• All surrogacy clinics in the country need to be 
registered by the appropriate authority in order 
to undertake surrogacy or its related procedures. 



• The Bill provides for various safeguards for 
surrogate mothers. One of them is insurance 
coverage. 

• It also specifies that no sex selection can be 
done when it comes to surrogacy. 

 



Background 

• In recent years, India has emerged as a surrogacy 
hub for couples from other countries. 

• There were multiple reports concerning unethical 
practices, exploitation of surrogate mothers, 
abandonment of children born out of surrogacy 
and rackets involving intermediaries importing 
human embryos and gametes prompting the 
need for a stringent law on surrogacy. 



• The Law Commission of India also highlighted 
the need to enact such a law. In its 208th 
report, the commission recommended 
prohibiting commercial surrogacy citing 
concerns over the prevalent use of surrogacy 
by foreigners and the lack of a proper legal 
framework resulting in exploitation of the 
surrogate mother who may have been coerced 
to become a surrogate due to poverty and lack 
of education. 



• Only middlemen and commercial agencies 
profit from the arrangement. 

• These women have no power to decide about 
their own body and life. 




