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541. Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) Programme is a joint 

programme of: 

a) UNDP and OECD 

b) WEF and IMF 

c) New Development Bank and Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

d) INTERPOL and World Bank  



Answer: a 

• Recently, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD), have launched the Tax Inspectors 

Without Borders (TIWB) Programme in Seychelles. 

 

• India has been chosen as the Partner Administration and has 

provided Tax Expert for this programme. 



 

• It is expected to be of 12 months duration where India aims to aid 

Seychelles in strengthening its tax administration by transferring 

technical know how and skills to its tax auditors through sharing of 

best audit practices. 

 



• It focuses on Transfer Pricing cases of tourism and financial 

services sectors. 

 

• Transfer Price, also known as transfer cost, is the price at which 

related parties transact with each other, such as during the trade of 

supplies or labor between departments. Multinational companies 

can manipulate transfer prices in order to shift profits to low tax 

regions. 



542. With regard to the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-

Building Measures (CICA), consider the following statements 

1. Recent conference held in in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan 

2. 2021 is the 6th edition of conference 

3. Recently, India assumed the chairmanship of CICA 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1 and 3 



Answer: b 

• Recently, the External Affairs Minister addressed the 6th Ministerial 

(2021) meeting of the Conference onInteraction and Confidence-

Building Measures (CICA) in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. 

• Kazakhstan assumed the chairmanship of CICA. 

• The 5th Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the CICA was 

held in Beijing in the year 2016. 

• The CICA is an intergovernmental forum aimed at strengthening regional 

cooperation and ensuring peace, security, and stability in Asia.  



• The idea of creating the organization was first voiced by 

Kazakhstan’s First President Nursultan Nazarbayev in 1992 at 

the 47th session of the United Nations General Assembly, while the 

first CICA summit was held in June of 2002. 



543. The first stretch of rail link is ready to resume on the 

neighbouring country’s first-ever broad gauge passenger service 

(Jainagar – Bijal pura – Bardib as railway project). It is a project 

between Indian and: 

a) Bangladesh 

b) Bhutan  

c) Nepal 

d) Myanmar 



Answer: c 

Explanation:  

• The first stretch of rail link between Nepal and India is ready to 

resume on the neighbouring country’s first-ever broad gauge 

passenger service (Jainagar- Bijalpura- Bardib as railway project). 

• First Stretch: 34-km line between Bihar’s Jainagar and Nepal’s 

Kurtha, with the Hindu pilgrimage city of Janakpur Dham (in Nepal) 

in between. 

• Second Stretch: A 17 km of railway line from Kurtha to Bijal pura is 

also getting the finishing touches. 



• The rail link between 

Nepal and India has been 

popular since the early 

20th century. In 1937, the 

British had built a narrow 

gauge line to ferry cargo, 

mainly logs, from Nepal to 

India. 



544. Consider the following statements with regard to the report titled 

“India’s Path to Power: Strategy in a World Adrift” 

1. It is a recommendations for India’s Foreign policy 

2. It has been prepared by NITI Aayog and Ministry of External 

Affairs 

Select the CORRECT statement(s) using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



A 

 

• Recently, a report titled “India’s Path to Power: Strategy in a World 

Adrift’’ highlighted several foregin policy recommendations for India 

in the present context. 

• It underlined that strategic autonomy, openness and inclusive 

economic growth are the key guiding principles. 



 It is the product of collective deliberation, debate and report writing 

involving a diverse and independent group of analysts 

andpolicymakers, namely: Yamini Aiyar, Sunil Khilnani, Prakash 

Menon, Shivshankar Menon, Nitin Pai, Srinath Raghavan, Ajit 

Ranade, and Shyam Saran. 

 

• The group was convened in May 2020 and met at regular intervals 

for over a year, until September 2021. Several members of this 

group were involved in a similar exercise in 2012 that produced 

Non Alignment 2.0. 



545. A formula, known as “one country, two systems” is associated 

with: 

a) Ukraine and Crimea 

b) Russia and Crimea 

c) China and Hong Kong 

d) China and Taiwan 



Answer: d 

• China-Taiwan relationship has been strained for years, but the latest 

escalation comes from a series of air incursions by the Chinese military. 

• While a country’s airspace is internationally recognized by law, its 

air defence zone is a self-declared region which is monitored by the 

country’s military for defence purposes. 

• China and Taiwan separated amid civil war in 1949and China 

considers Taiwan part of its territory to be taken control of by force if 

necessary. 



• After decades of hostile intentions and angry rhetoric, relations 

between China and Taiwan started improving in the 1980s.  

• China put forward a formula, known as “one country, two 

systems”, under which Taiwan would be given significant 

autonomy if it accepted Chinese reunification. 



546. Bilateral Trade and Investment  Agreement (BTIA) is a Free 

Trade Agreement between: 

a) India and USA 

b) India and ASEAN 

c) India and SCO 

d) India and European Union 



D 

 

• Recently, government officials have revealed that India and the 

European Union (EU) are set to resume negotiations for a Bilateral 

Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA). The BTIA talks have been 

suspended since 2013. 

• India and EU had launched talks for having a wide-ranging Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA),officially called broad-based BTIA, long ago in 2007. 

• The BTIA was proposed to encompass trade in goods, services and 

investments. 



547. Which of the following countries are under the ‘grey list’ of 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)? 

a) Jordan 

b) Pakistan 

c) Mauritius 

d) Botswana 

Select the CORRECT answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 b) 1, 2 and 3 

c) 2 and 4 d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



A 

• Recently, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)retained Pakistan 

in the ‘grey list’ or ‘increased monitoring list’. 

• The FATF also announced the ‘grey listing’ of Jordan, Mali and 

Turkey. 

• Botswana and Mauritius had been taken out of the grey list. 

• The FATF had issued the 27-point action plan after placing Pakistan 

on the ‘Grey List’ in June2018. The action plan pertains to curbing 

money laundering and terror financing. 



548. Consider the following statements with regard to the Black Sea 

1. The Black Sea is located between Eastern Europe and 

Western Asia 

2. It is surrounded by the Pontic, Caucasus, and Crimean Mountains 

3. It is connected to the Sea of Azov by the Strait of Kerch 

Select the CORRECT statements using the codes given below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



D 

• Recently, the US Defence Secretary has urged more defence 

cooperation among friendly Black Sea countries amid Russia 

“militarisation” of the region. 

• The Black Sea is bordered by Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, 

Turkey and Ukraine. All the secountries are NATO countries. 

• The Black Sea is located between Eastern Europe and Western Asia. 

• It is surrounded by the Pontic, Caucasus, and Crimean Mountains 

in the south, east and north respectively. The Black Sea is also 

connected to the Sea of Azov by the Strait of Kerch. 



549. Consider the following international organizations with its 

members 

1. Quad – India, USA, Australia and Japan 

2. New Quad – India, UAE, Israel and USA 

Select the CORRECTLY matched pairs using the codes given 

below 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Answer: c 

Explanation: 

• Recently, the Foreign Ministers of India, the US, Israel and the UAE 

concluded a virtual meeting. 

• The meeting is a strong manifestation of the changes in West Asian 

geopolitics and formation of another Quad like grouping in the 

Middle East. 

• India’s involvement in this new grouping reflects a shift in its foregin 

policy. 



• Over the years, India has built vibrant bilateral ties with all the 

countries in the new grouping. 

• It is a member of the Quad with the US, Australia and Japan, which 

have common concerns and shared interests in East Asia. 



550. India in the recent year has been following a De-hyphenation 

Policy between: 

a) Russia and USA 

b) Iran and Saudi Arabia 

c) Israel and Palestine 

d) China and Pakistan 



Answer: c 

Explanation: 

• Recently, on the sidelines of the COP26 summit in Glasgow, the 

Prime Minister of Palestine called for India’s support to play a 

stabilising role in West Asia by maintaining cooperation with all 

related parties. 

• India in the recent year has been following a dehyphe nation policy 

between Israel and Palestine. 



• The Israeli-Palestinian conflict dates back to the end of the 

nineteenth century. It is linked to the age-old tussle over identity 

and land starting with Jerusalem. 

• In 1947, the United Nations (UN) adopted Resolution 181, known 

as the Partition Plan, which sought to divide the British Mandate of 

Palestine into Arab and Jewish states. 

• This led to unresolved conflict between Israel and Palestine. 
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