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GI tag for Khola chillies :- 

 Goa’s famed alcoholic beverage Feni was granted the GI status in 2013  

 This chilli is grown only in Khola village on the hill slopes under rainfed condition only.  

Local soil and climatic conditions play a key role in maintaining the quality of the chilli. 

 The Khola chilli is known for its brilliant red colour and medium pungent in taste; it 

gives attractive red  colour to various foods upon using. 

http://bit.ly/2MaESF1


India’s first maritime museum coming up at Lothal in 
Gujarat :- 

 Lothal, a Harappan site on the Saurashtra coast in Gujarat 

 The museum will also be an independent research centre of underwater archaeology for 

reconstruction of  maritime history, archaeology of boat building and materials traded. 

 It will have on display salvaged material from shipwreck sites in the Indian Ocean 

waters. The museum is  being set up with technical help from the Portuguese Maritime 

Heritage Museum.  
 Underwater archaeology is a specialized branch of archaeology that involves recovering 

submerged  remains such as ports, shipwrecks and studying proxy records of maritime 

activity from archaeological  excavations as well as archival and historical records. There 

are an estimated three million undiscovered  shipwrecks lying on the ocean floor, 
according to the UNESCO. 

 Between 1824 and 1962, over 12,000 sailing ships and war vessels were lost at sea. Many 

of them got  wrecked in Indian coastal waters. 

 

Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial (Amendment) Bill, 

2019 :- 

 The new Bill was to amend the Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial Act, 1951  

 The Act provides for the erection of a National Memorial in memory of those killed or 

wounded on April 13, 1919, in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar. 

 In addition, it creates a Trust to manage the National Memorial. 

 Composition of Trustees: Under the 1951 Act, the Trustees of the Memorial include: (i) 

the Prime Minister as Chairperson, (ii) President of the Indian National Congress, (iii) 

Minister in-charge of Culture, (iv)  Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, (v) Governor 

of Punjab, (vi) Chief Minister of Punjab, and (vii)  three eminent persons nominated by 

the central government. 

 The Bill amends this provision to remove the President of the Indian National Congress 

as a Trustee. 

 Further, it clarifies that when there is no Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, then the 
leader of the single largest opposition party will be the Trustee. 

 The Act provides that the three trustees nominated by the central government will be 

trustees for a period of five years and will be eligible for re-nomination. 
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 The Bill allows the central government to terminate the term of a nominated trustee 

before the expiry of the period of his term without assigning any reason. 

Safdarjung Tomb gets ‘architectural illumination’ :- 
 The arches and minarets of the 18-century Mughal-era monument, the Safdarjung 

Tomb, will now stand awashed in the light of 213 “technologically advanced LEDs” 

 The lights will consume 62 per cent less electricity 

 The tomb will be illuminated from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM daily 

 Safdarjung's Tomb is a sandstone and marble mausoleum in Delhi, India. It was built 

in 1754 in the late Mughal style for Nawab Safdarjung his son Nawab Shujaud Daula 

 To highlight archaeological magnificence of India’s historical monuments, 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has taken up the project to illuminate important 

monuments of Delhi. The illumination of Red Fort,  Purana Qila, Safdarjung Tomb 

and Humayun’s Tomb has already been completed and Tughlakabad fort  will be done 

soon. 

‘Namaste Pacific’ Cultural Event held in New Delhi :- 

 A cultural event called ‘Namaste Pacific’ to showcase in India the culture of Pacific 
countries such as  Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Fiji 

 The event was jointly organized by High Commissions of these 5 countries 

 Fiji’s national drink ‘Kava’ 

Forum for India-Pacific Island Cooperation (FIPIC) :- 
 FIPIC is a multinational grouping which was launched during the visit of the Indian 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Fiji in November 2014 

 The historic visit to the island nation was the first by an Indian Prime Minister in 33 
years, since Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s visit in 1981 

 The inaugural FIPIC summit, at the level of Heads of Government, was held in Suva, 

Fiji, on November 19, 2014 

 

Haryana - International Gita Jayanti Mahotsav :- 

 Nepal was the partner country 

https://www.studyiq.com/courses/pendrive-courses/upsc-ias-csat-online-coaching


 Gita Jayanti Mahotsav falls on Shukla Ekadashi of in Hindu Calendar month of 

Margashirsha. 

 The day symbolizes birth of Shrimad Bhagavad-Gita 

 People celebrate Gita Jayanti to commemorate sacred day when Lord Krishna o"ered his 

philosophical  teachings to King Arjuna during battle of Kurukshetra. 

Q) Consider the following statements about Dharma-Dhamma conference.  

A. Its objective was to address people about terror, violence and global warming 

B. Dhamma is one of the Three Jewels in Buddhism 

Options :  

1. Both A & B are correct 

2. Only A is correct 

3. Only B is correct 

4. Neither of the two is correct 

 The 5
th 

international Dharma-Dhamma conference was inaugurated by Union Minister 

of State Kiren  Rijiju. 

 The aim of the conference is to address people about the terror, violence and global 

warming prevalent  in the world. 

 Theme - Sat-Chit-Ananda and Nirvana which are the pivotal topics of Buddhism. 

 Reflective mind reality (sat), knowledge (chit) and values (Ananda) 
 happiness and bliss (moksha/ Nirvana) 

Q) Consider the following statements about Kharchi Puja  

A. It is a festival in Tripura 

B. It is a harvest festival 

C. Mother earth is worshipped in this festival 

Options :  

1. A & B are correct 

2. B & C are correct 

3. A & C are correct 

4. All are correct 



 

Kharchi Puja Festival celebrated in Tripura :- 

 The annual festival of worship of 14 Gods, popularly known as Kharchi Puja is 

celebrated in Tripura. 

 It started at Chaturdash Devata Bari in old Agartala (Puran Agartala). 

 The festival began on 10 July and continued till 16 July 2019 

 The word Kharchi is derived from word ‘Khya’ which means earth thus Kharchi Puja is 

basically done to  worship earth. It’s a week-long royal Puja which falls in month of July 

on 8
th 

day of new moon and attracts  thousands of people. 

 The Puja celebrations extend for a week 

 Puja is performed for seven consecutive days to wash out sins and to clean post menstrual 

phase of  mother earth’s menstruation. 

 On day of Puja, 14 gods are carried to Saidra river where gods are bathed in holy water 

and are brought  back to temple. 

 An important part of this festival includes animal sacrifice of goats and pigeons. 

Chamliyal mela :- 

 At the annual Chamliyal mela 2019 

 It is a famous fair which takes place at shrine of Baba Dalip Singh Manhas, a saint 

popularly known as  Baba Chamliyal, after whom the village on zero line in Samba 

district’s Ramgarh sector is named,  Chamliyal border shrine along International Border 

in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) 

 Usually there is a traditional exchange of ‘chadar’ or ‘shakkar’ (sacred clay) and 

‘sharbat’ (water) between  Pakistan and Indian guards 

 Exchanging shakkar and sharbat is about 70-year-old practice between India and 

Pakistan. 

 Mela is held for 3 days at shrine complex on Indian side and is also held for a week on 

opposite side of  border in Saidanwali village of Sialkote district 

 Fair became popular since November 2003 after a ceasefire and parallel peace initiatives 

were  undertaken by India and Pakistan. 

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra :- 

 S Jaishankar flagged o" the first batch of pilgrims (yatris) from New Delhi, for 2019 
Kailash Mansarovar  Yatra 

 The pilgrimage started in 1981 
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 The Kailash Mansarovar Yatra is undertaken by two routes, via- Lipulekh Pass in 

Uttarakhand & Nathu La  Pass in Sikkim  
 The yatra is organised with support from governments of Delhi, Uttarakhand and Sikkim 

and also with  cooperation of Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP). 

 

Mela Kheer Bhawani celebrated in J&K :- 

 Housing the shrine of Ragnya Devi, a revered goddess of Kashmiri Pandits, the Kheer 

Bhawani temple in Tulmulla village in north Kashmir's Ganderbal district is the 

holiest religious destination for the KPs. 

 Every year on Zyeshta Ashtami (in 2019, it fell on 10 June), thousands of Kashmiri 

Pandits visit temple, located about 14 km east of Srinagar, to pay their obeisance 

 Zyestha Ashtami is celebrated by Kashmiri Pandits across the country and outside as 

the day marks commencing of annual pilgrimage. 

 Kashmiri Pandits visit five famous temples of Tulmulla (in Ganderbal district), Tikker 

(in Kupwara), Laktipora Aishmuqam (in Anantnag) and Mata Tripursundri Devsar and 

Mata Kheerbhawani Manzgam  (in Kulgam district) in Kashmir valley during Mela 

Kheerbhawani. 

 The devotees carry rose petals, walk barefoot, o"er tribute to goddess and o"er milk and 

kheer (pudding) at sacred spring. 

 The colour of water in spring, which flows below temple, is believed to be an indication 
of the valley’s well-being i.e. the colour foretells the events that will unfold in next 12 

months till next festival. Black or  darkish colour of water in spring is believed to be a 

sign of inauspicious times for Kashmir valley. 
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